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PREFACE. 


WHEN  the  firft  volume  was  printed, 
I  had  not  feen  the  c  Political  Annals'  of  the 
American  Colonies,  publifhed  in  1780,  by 
George  Chalmers,  Efq.  This  gentleman, 
being  in  England,  was  favored  with  fome  ad- 
vantages, of  which  I  was  deftitute  ;  having 
accefs  to  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  from  the  firft  eftab- 
lifhment  of  that  Board,  He  feems  to  poflefs 
the  diligence  and  patience  which  are  necefla- 
ry  in  a  hiftorian  ;  but  either  through  inad- 
vertence or  want  of  candor,  has  made  fome 
mifreprefentations  refpecting  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  on  which  I  mall  take  the  liberty  to 
remark. 

In  page  491,  fpeaking  of  the  firft  Council, 
of  which  Prefident  CUTTS  was  at  the  head, 
he  fays,  c  they  refufed  to  take  the  accuftomed 

*  oaths,  as  the  Engliih  law  required,  becaufe 

*  liberty  of  confcience  was  allowed  them.' 
In  the  firft  volume  of  my  hiftory,  page  144, 
I  have  faid, c  they  publiihed  the  commiffion 
e  and  took  the  oaths  j'  for  which  I  cited  the 


VI  PREFACE, 

Council  records  ;  and  on  recurring  to  them, 
I  find  the  following  entry,  in  the  hand  writ- 
ing of  Elias  Stileman,  Secretary. 

*  January  21, 1679— 80. 

*  His  Majefty's  Commiffioners,  nomynated 
*  in  faid  commiffion,  tooke  their  refpective 
'  oathes,  as  menconed  in  faid  commiffion.' 

That  the  oaths  were  really  taken,  is  a  fact 
beyond  all  difpute  ;  but  if  there  is  any  ground 
for  what  Mr.  Chalmers  is  pleafed  to  call  a  re- 
fufal,  it  mud  have  been  refpecting  the  form 
of  fwearing  ;  which  was  ufually  done  here 
by  lifting  the  hand,  and  not  by  laying  it  on 
the  bible,  as  was  the  form  in  England.  Was 
it  a  forced  conftrudlion  of  the  claufe  refpect- 
ing  liberty  of  confcience,  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
indulgence  was  granted  to  them  ?  What  other 
ufe  could  they  have  made  of  this  liberty,  than 
to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  con- 
fciences  ?  Is  it  then  confident  with  candor^ 
to  publiih  an  aflertion,  fo  worded  as  to  admit 
the  idea,  that  thefe  gentlemen  refufedto  obey 
an  effential  part  of  the  duty  prefcribed  by 
the  commiffion,  which  they  undertook  to  ex- 
ecute ?  Or  is  it  confident  with  the  character 
which  he  gives  of  the  Prefident,  CUTTS,  p. 
492,  that  *  he  was  allowed  to  have  been  an 
'  honed  man  and  a  loyal  fubject  ?'  The  com- 
miffion required  them  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  an  oath  of  of- 
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fice,  which  laft  is  recited  in  the  commiffion  5 
but  not  a  word  is  faid  of  the  mode  and  form, 
in  which  the  oaths  fliould  be  taken  ;  neither 
was  it  faid  that  they  fliould  be  taken  c  as  the 

*  Englifh  law  required.'     They   were  there- 
fore left  at  their  liberty,  to  take  them  in  any 
form  which  was  agreeable  to  their  confcience, 
or  their  former  ufage. 

In  the  fame  page  (491)  he  fays  ;  c  An  At 

*  fembly  was  foon  called,  which,  by  means 

*  of  the   ufual    intrigues,  was   compofed    of 

*  perfons,  extremely  favorable  to  the  projects 

*  of  thofe  who  now  engrofTed  power.'     And 
in  a  note  (page  507)  c  the  Council  tranfmit- 
(  ted  to  the  towns,  a  lift  of  thofe  who  fliould 

*  be  allowed  to  vote.' 

With  what  propriety  can  it  be  faid  that 
thefe  gentlemen  engroffed  power,  when  they 
were  commiffioned  by  the  King  ;  and  it  is 
acknowledged,  that  not  only  their  appoint- 
ment, but  their  entering  on  office,  was  con- 
trary to  their  inclinations  ? 

That  the  perfons  chofen  into  the  AfTembly 
fliould  be  *  favorable'  to  the  fentiments  of 
the  Council,  or  of  '  the  wife  men  of  Bofton,* 
was  not  the  refult  of  any  intrigues  ;  but  be- 
caufe  the  majority  of  the  people  were  of  the 
fame  mind.  As  to  fending  '  a  lift  of  thofe 

*  who  fliould  be  allowed  to  vote  ;'  the  true 
ftate  of  the  matter  was   this.     The  commit 
fion  provided  for  the  calling  of  an  Aflembly, 


Vlii  PREFACE. 

-within  three  months  after  the  Council  fhould 
be  fworn,  by  fummons  under  feal,  c  ufing 

*  and  obferving  therein  fuch  rules  and  meth- 

*  ods,  as  to  the  perfons  who  are  to  choofe  the 

*  deputies,  and  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 

*  as  they  (the  Council)  {hall  judge  moft  con- 

*  venient.'     The    mode    which  they  judged 
mod  convenient  was,  to  order  the  feledl  men 
of  the  four  towns,  to  take  a  lift  of  the  names 
and  eftates  of  their  refpedtive  inhabitants,  ac- 
cording to  their   ufual    manner   of  making 
taxes,  and  fend  it  to  the  Council.     The  Coun- 
cil then  iffued  an  order,  appointing  the  per- 

fons  therein  named \  to  meet  in  their  refpe6tive 
towns,  and  eledt  by  a  major  vote,  three  per- 
fons from  each,  to  reprefent  them  in  a  gen- 
eral AfTembly,  on  the  16th  of  March  ;  and 
in  the  order,  there  is  this  provifo,  c  Provided 

*  that  wee  do  not  intend  that  what  is  now  done 
4  be  prefidential  for  the  future,  and  that  it 
c  {hall  extend  noe  farther,  than  to  the  calling 

*  this  firft  affembly.' 

Now  as  the  rules  and  methods  of  calling 
an  affembly,  and  the  perfons  who  were  to 
choofe  deputies,  were  left  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  Council ;  what  more  proper  method  could 
they  have  taken,  than  to  call  for  a  lift  of  the  in- 
habitants and  their  eftates,  and  by  that  means 
to  determine,  who  were  qualified  in  point  of 
property  and  habitancy  to  be  electors  ?  And 
as  the  numbers  were  few,  and  the  perfons 
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well  known,  was  it  not  as  proper  to  name 
them  at  once,  in  the  writs,  as  to  eftablifh 
qualifications,  and  appoint  other  perfons  to 
judge  of  thofe  qualifications  ;  efpecially  when 
there  was  no  law  in  force  by  which  they 
could  be  judged  ?  It  is  obfervable  that  each 
voter  was  ordered  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, if  he  had  not  taken  it  before  ;  and  in 
the  lift  of  names  in  the  book,  a  mark  is  fet 
againft  feveral  perfons,  who  did  not  take  the 
oath  ;  and  another  againft  thofe  who  did 
not  appear  at  the  eledlion.  Has  this  the  ap- 
pearance of  intrigue  ? 

In  page  492,  he  fays,  c  they  were  extreme- 

*  ly  flow  in  conforming  to   prefent  requifi- 

*  tions,  and  pafTed  no   laws  during  the  firft 
4  feffion.'     Having  again  confulted  the  rec- 
ords, I  find  in  the  Journal  of  the  Council  this 
entry,  *  At  a  general  Aflembly  held  in  Port£ 

*  mouth,  the  16th  of  March,  1679 — 80.   Pref- 

*  ent,  &c.    Sundry  laws  and  ordinances  made 

*  at  this  fejfion  are  in  another  booke,  for  that 

*  purpofe.' 

In  that  other  book,  a  body  of  laws  is  recor- 
ded, in  the  fame  hand  writing,  viz.  of  Stile- 
man  the  Secretary,  which  bears  the  follow-, 
ing  title  ;  *  The  general  laws  and  liberties  of 
fi  the  Province  of  New-Hampfliire,  made  by 
c  the  general  AfTembly  in  Portfmouth,  the 
«  16th  day  of  March,  1 679— 80,  and  approv- 
<  ed  by  the  Prefident  and  Council.' 

It  appears  from  the  books,  that  this  AfTem- 
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bly  held  four  feflions  within  the  year,  viz.  on 
the  1 6th  of  March,  the  7th  of  June,  the  12th 
of  October,  and  the  7th  of  December.  As 
there  is  not  a  particular  date  to  each  law,  but 
the  whole  code  bears  the  date  of  the  firfl  fef- 
fioii  in  March  ;  it  may  fairly  be  inferred,  that 
the  bufinefs  was  begun  in  the  firft  feffion,  and 
continued  through  the  other  three  ;  and  when 
completed,  was  immediately  fent  to  England  ; 
for  Mr.  Chalmers  himfelf  tells  us,  that  *  the 

*  laws  which  they  tranfmitted,  in  conformity 

*  to  their  Conftitution,  had  not  the  good  for- 

*  tune  to  pleafe,  and  were  difapproved  of,  by 

*  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Plantations, 
*/«  Dec.  168V 

From  this  ftatement  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  they  were  not  flower  in  c  efTaying  their 

*  legislative  talents,'  than  the  neceffity  of  pro- 
ceeding with  due  deliberation  required  ;  and 
that  there  was  no  jufl  caufe  for  the  reproach 
which  he  has  caft  upon  them. 

In  page  494,  he  gives  this  account  of  the 
character  of  the  people   of  New-Ham pfliire* 

*  When    CRANFIELD  arrived,  he  found  the 

*  Province  containing  four  thoufand  inhabit- 

*  ants,  extremely  poor  from  the  devaftation 
4  of  the  Indian  war.     But  when  he  fpoke  con- 
c  temptuouily  of  the  country  which  he  had 

*  been  fent  to  rule,  he  feems  not  to  have  re- 
'flecfled,  that  all  Colonies  had  once  known 
c  the  like  paucity  of  numbers,  the  fame  weak- 

*  nefs,  and  the  fame  poverty  ;  animated  only 
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>y  a  dijjimilar fplrtt  from  that  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  which  now  difdained  that  independence 
'  on  her  neighbours,  that  other  Provinces  had 

*  contended  for,  with  enthufiafm.     And  oth- 

*  er  plantations,  actuated  by  very  different 

*  maxims,  had  not  complained,  even  in  their 
4  weakeft  days,  of  their   inability    to  defend 
c  their  frontiers,  againft  the  attacks  of  a  foe, 
c  that  has  never  proved  dangerous,  except  to 

*  the  effeminate,  the  factious,  or  the  cowardly. 
'  When  New  Plimouth  confifted  only  of  two 
c  hundred  perfbns,  of  all  ages  and  fexes,    it 
'  repulfed  its  enemies  and  fecured  its  borders, 

*  with  a  gallantry  worthy  of  its  parent  coun- 
c  try  ;  becaufe  it  flood  alone,  in  the  defert, 
4  without  hope  of  aid.' 

That  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire  ever 
deferved  the  character  of  effeminate  or  coward- 
ly, can  by  no  means  be  admitted.  Innume- 
rable facts  evince  the  contrary  beyond  a 
doubt.  Had  this  author  ever  refided  among 
them,  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  he  would 
have  thought  quite  otherwif  e  of  them.  That 
the  native  favages  have  *  never  proved  a  dan- 

*  gerous  foe,  to  any  but  the   effeminate,  the 

*  factious  and  the  cowardly,'   is  an  affertion 
totally  unfounded.     Their  manner  of  attack- 
ing was  always  by  furprife,  and  the  bravefl 
and  befl  men  may  fometimes   be  deficient  in 
vigilance,  where  no  fufpicion  of  danger  exifts. 

If  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire  *  difdain- 

»d  independence,'  let  it  be  confidered,  that 
B 
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they  had  been,  for  about  40  years,  connected 
with  MafTachuietts,  to  their  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  and  the  propofed c  independence'  which 
he  means  was  but  another  name  for  fubjec- 
tion  to  a  landlord.  When  independence,  in 
its  genuine  meaning,  became  necefTary,  in 
1776,  they  freely  joined  with  their  brethren 
in  aflerting  it,  and  in  bravely  defending  it. 

Without  any  difparagement  to  the  firft  fet- 
tlers  of  Plymouth,  who,  from  the  year  1643, 
were  protected  by  a  confederacy  of  the  four 
New-England  Colonies,  it  may  with  truth  be 
faid,  that  the  people  of  New-Hampmire  were 
never  behind  them,  in  vigorous  exertions  for 
their  own  defence,  when  they  were  conduct- 
ed by  officers  in  whom  they  could  place  con- 
fidence ;  but  in  Cranfield's  time,  there  was 
no  war  with  the  Indians  ;  though  he  at- 
tempted to  frighten  them  into  an  apprehen- 
fion  of  danger,  from  the  Indians,  to  ferve  his 
own  purpofes. 

The  account  which  Mr.  Chalmers  gives  of 
Cranfield's  adminiftration  differs  not  very 
materially  from  mine,  except  in  one  inftance. 

He  reprefents  *  the  minifters  as  very  atten- 
*  tive  to  him,  becaufe  they  deemed  him  gain- 
4  ed  over  to  the  Independents.'  I  have  met 
with  no  evidence  of  this  ;  the  deception,  if 
any,  muft  have  been  very  fhort  lived. 

Mr.  Chalmers  fays  nothing  of  the  profe- 
cution  of  Moody,  and  of  Cranfield's  endeav- 
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ours  to  ruin  him,  for  his  non-conformity  to 
the  Church  of  England  ;  but  tells  us  that 
he  *  deemed  it  unfafe,  to  remain  any  longer 
'  among  the  miniflers,  who  ruled  an  enthufi- 

*  aftic  people,  with  the  fame  fway  as  did  the 
c  popifh  clergy  during  the  darkeft  ages  ;'  and 
that  in  his  letters  to  England,  he  *  gave  warn- 

*  ing,  that  while  the  clergy  were  allowed  to 

*  preach,  no  true  allegiance  would  be  found 

*  in  thofe  parts.'     This  may  be  confidered  as 
a  corroborating  evidence  of  his  bigotry  and 
intolerance.     Truth  obliges  me  to  acid,  that 
his  opponents  were  not  deficient  in  thofe  un- 
happy qualities,  which  were  too  much  in 
fafliion  among  all  parties  in  that  age. 

Mr.   Chalmers   concludes  his  account  of 
New-Hampfhire  in  thefe  words.     c  Being  ex- 

*  eluded  from  the  charter  granted  to  MafTa- 
'  chufetts,  it  has  continued  to  the  prefenttime, 
c  a  different,  though  inconfiderable  fettlement ; 

*  irregular  and  factious  in  its  economy,  afford- 
*ing  no  precedents  that  may  be  of  exemplary 

*  ufe  to  other  Colonies.'     What  juftice  there 
is  in  this  remark,  the  reader  will  be  able  to 
determine,  from  the  following  portion  of  its 
hiflory,  which,  after  much  unavoidable  de- 
lay, is  now  fubmitted  to  his  perufal. 

B  oft  on,  Augufi  i,  1791. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


be  adminiftration   of  Governor  SHUTR,  and  bis  Lieutenants  t 
and  W 


GEORGE  VAUGHAN,  Efq.  was 

tie  foil  of  Major  William  Vaughan,  who  had 
>een  fo  ill  ufed  by  former  Governors,  and 
lad  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  caufe  of  his  coun- 
ry,  that  the  advancement  of  his  fon,  to  the 
ffice  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  was  efleemed 
mark  of  particular  favor,  from  the  Crown 
o  the  Province,  and  a  fingular  gratification 
o  the  parent,  then  in  the  decline  of  life. 
['he  Lieutenant  Governor  had  been  employ- 
d  by  the  Province,  as  their  agent  in  England, 
o  manage  their  defence  againft  Allen.  There 
ic  was  taken  notice  of,  by  fome  perfons  of 
quality  and  influence,  with  whom  his  father 
lad  been  connected  ;  and  by  them  he  was 
ecomrnended  as  a  candidate  for  the  honor 
o  which  he  was  now  advanced. 

After  he  had  arrived,  and  opened  his  com- 
miilion  ;  Dudley,  though  not  actually  fuper- 
eded,  yet  daily  expecting  Burges  to  fucceed 
lirn,  did  not  think  it  proper  to  come  into  the 
3rovince,  or  perform   any  acls   of  govern- 
ment ;  fo  that,  during  a  year,  Vaughan  had  Nov  g 
the  fole  command.     In  this  time  he  called  an 
Aflembly,  who  granted  him  the   product  of 
the  impoft  and  excife,  for  one  year,  but  refuf- 
ed  to  eilablifh  thefe  duties    for  any  longer    j^]^ 
time  ;  upon  which   he  diiTolved  them,  and  Augua  »r. 
called  another  ;  to  whom  he  recommended,  Affemb|y 
in  a  ftyle  too  peremptory,  the  eftabliihment 
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1716.  of  a  perpetual  revenue  to  the  Crown  ;  a  mat- 
ter in  which  he  had  been  fo  much  engaged, 

MS  letter    tnat  while  in  England,  *  he  prefented  a  me- 
cf  sir  w.    <  morial  to  the  King  and  Miniftry,  to  brine: 

Afhurftto        XT  T-         i         J      •  i          i  c    f^ 

Dr.  i.       '  New-England  into  the  land  tax  or  Great 
Mather.     <  Br jtain .  arK}  propofed  that  a  Receiver  ihould 
*  be  appointed  by  the  Crown.'     The  Affem- 
bly  was  of  opinion,  that  the  public  charges 
might  be  defrayed  in  the  ufual   manner,  by 
an  equal  tax  on  polls  and  eftates  ;   and  de- 
clined laying  an  impoft,  or  entering  on  any, 
'  but  the  common  bufinefs  of  the  year,  till  the 
arrival  of  a  Governor. 

o<a,  17.  When  Governor  Shute  came  to  the  chair, 
feveral  of  the  old  Counfellors  were  laid  afide, 
and  fix  new  ones  appointed,  all  of  whom  were 
inhabitants  of  Portfmouth.  That  town,  at 
the  fame  time,  was  unhappily  agitated  by  a 
controverfy,  which  had  for  fome  years  fub- 
fifted  between  the  two  parilhes.  This  had 
not  only  imbittered  the  minds  of  the  people, 
but  had  prejudiced  fome  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  and  Affembly  ;  fo  as  to  effect  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legiilature,  and  break  the 
harmony,  which  had  been  preferved  in  that 
body,  during  the  preceding  adminiftration. 

1717.  The  Governor,  in  his  firft  fpeech  to  the  A£- 
Jan.  10.     fembly,  took  notice  of  their  divifion,   and  ad- 

vifed  them  to  unanimity.  They  thanked 
him  for  his  advice,  but  remonftrated  againfl 
Jan.  as,  the  removal  of  the  old  Counfellors,  and  the 
confining  of  the  new  appointments,  both  in. 
the  Council  and  the  Judicial  Courts,  to  refi- 
dents  in  one  town,  as  being  contrary  to  former 
ufage,and  giving  an  advantage,  to  the  trading, 
above  the  landed  interefl.  This,  they  faid, 
was  the  reafon  that:  an  impoft  could  not  now 
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>e  obtained,  and  that  the  whole  burden  of  1717. 
taxes  was  laid  on  the  hufbandman,  and  the 
laborer,  who  had  been  greatly  irnpoverifhed 
by  the  late  war.  The  Governor  wifely  a- 
voided  ?.n  anfwer  to  this  remonflrance,  by 
putting  it  on  the  Council,  who  were  a  party 
in  the  controverfy.  The  Council,  in  their  jan  a. 
anfwer,  acknowledged  that  the  Province  had ' 
been  much  diftreifed  by  the  war  ;  but  had  in 
a  great  meafure  recovered  ;  that  there  would 
have  been  no  oppofition  to  an  impoft,  if  the 
Representatives  had  agreed  to  an  a 61  of  ex- 
port, according  to  the  practice  in  England  ; 
that  the  King  had  a  right  to  appoint  his 
Gouhfellors,  frcrn  any  part. of  the  Province  ; 
that  it  was  an  affront  to  the  prerogative  to 
find  fault  with  the  excrcife  of  this  right  ;  and 
that  it  was  moil  convenient  for  the  affairs  of 
government,  especially  upon  fudden  emer- 
gencies, that  the  Council  mould  refide  near 
the  feat  of  government.  This  anfwer  Height 
have  appeared  decent  enough  if  they  had 
not  added,  that  they  were  c  gentlemen  of  the 
c  bell  quality,  and  greateft  ability  to  ferve  the 
c  government,  in  that  flation  ;  and  had  as 

*  good  or  better  eftates  in  land,   and  land  fe- 

*  curities,  than  any  in  the  Houfe,  and  not  in- 

*  ferior  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  laid  aiide.' 

While  thefe  altercations  were  in  hand  there 
was  a  great  complaint  of  the  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney, and  fome  expedient  was  judged  neceiTa- 
ry  to  fupply  the  place  of  current  coin.  A 
propofal  was  made  to  iffue  ten  thoufand 
pounds  in  bills,  on  loan,  for  twenty-three 
years,  at  five  per  cent,  on  land  fecurity.  In jTan-  24< 
this  both  Houfes  agreed  ;  but  the  next  clay 
the  Council  propofed  to  enlarge  the  Him  to 
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1717.  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  to  which  the  Houfe 
would  not  confent*  The  Governor  then  or- 
dered the  Houfe  to  attend  a  conference  with 
the  Council  ;  they  defired  to  know  on  what 
fubjecl  ;  he  gave  them  no  anfwer,  but  com- 
manded their  attendance.  Having  confer- 
red about  the  propofed  loan  to  no  purpofe, 
the  circumftance  of  afking  on  what  fubject 
they  were  to  confer  was  deemed  an  affront, 
and  fervecl  as  a  pretext  for  diflblvmg  them. 
The  next  aflembly  was  more  pliant,  and  iffu- 
ed  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  on  loan,  for  elev- 

Afiembiy   en  years,  at  ten  per  cent. 

A  controverfy  alfo  arefe  between  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant  Governor  about  the 
power  of  the  latter,  in  the  ab fence  of  the 
former.  Vaughan  contended,  that  when  the 
Governor  was  prefent  in  his  other  Province, 
he  was  abfent  from  New-Hampfhire,  and 
confequently  that  the  adminiflration  devolv- 
ed on  him.  The  pofition  was  a  metaphyfical 
truth,  but  the  inference  was  to  be  meafured 
by  political  rules.  Shute  alleged  that  his 
commifiions,  being  publifhed  and  recorded, 
in  New-Hampfliire  and  Mailachufetts,  he 
had  the  riower  of  commander  in  chiet  over 
both  Provinces,  during  his  refidence  in  ei- 
ther ;  and  thought  it  an  abfurdity  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  King  had  appointed  the  Gov- 
ernor commander  in  chief,  for  five  or  fix 
weeks  only  in  the  year,  and  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  during  the  reft  of  the  time  ;  and 
that  if  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ihould  hap- 
pen, in  that  time,  to  flep  over  the  Province 
line,  the  fenior  Counfellor  muft  take  the 
chair  ;  this  he  faid  would  make  the  Province 
*  a  monfler  with  three  heads.'  The  contro- 
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verfy  was  fbon  brought  to  an  iflue  ;  for  1717. 
Vaughan  received  an  order  from  Shute,  while 
at  Bollon,  to  appoint  a  faft,  which  he  did  not 
obey  ;  he  received  another  to  prorogue  the 
Affembly,inftead  of  which  he  diffolved  them, 
without  the  advice  of  Council.  He  required 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  the  extent  of 
his  power,  but  they  declined  giving  it.  Pen- 
hallow,  the  Governor's  chief  friend,  was  a 
warm  oppofer  of  Vaughan's  pretenfions,  and 
incurred  fo  much  of  his  difpleafure,  that  he 
publicly  charged  him  with  fowing  difcord 
in  the  government,  and  fufpended  him  from  s«Pt.  24. 
his  feat  in  Council.  On  hearing  this,  Shute 
hafted  to  Portfmouth,  and  having  fummoned 
the  Council,  ordered  the  King's  inflruction 
to  him  for  fufpe tiding  Counfeilors  to  be  read, 
and  demanded  of  Vaughan  whether  he  had 
any  infcrucdon  which  fv.perfeded  it.  He 
anfwered,  No.  The  Governor  then  afked 
the  Council's  advice  whether  the  fufpenfion 
of  Penhallow  was  legal  ;  they  anfwered  in 
the  negative.  He  then  reflored  him  to  his  council 
feat  ,and  fufpended  Vaughan. 

The  AiTembly, which  Vaughan  had  afTum- 
ed  the  right  to  diiTolve,  met  again,  and  ap- 
proved the  proceedings  againfl  him,  juftify- 
ing  the  conilruclion  which  the  Governor  had 
put  on  his  comniiflion,  and  his  opinion  of  the 
extent  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  power  ; 
which  was  c  to  obferve  fuch  orders,  as  he 
*  fliould  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
c  King  or  the  Governor  in  chief.'  The  Rep- 
refentatives  of  Hampton  prefented  a  remon- 
flrance  ;  in  which,  admitting  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  opinion  that  '  when  the  Gover- 
'  nor  is  out  of  the  Province,  the  Lieutenant 
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1717.  %<  Governor  is  impowered  to  execute  the  King's 
'  commiflion,'  and  afferting  that  the  Gover- 
nor was  not  in  the  Province  when  the  Lieu- 
tenant  Governor  diiTolved  the  Affembly,  they 
declared  that  they  could  not  acl  with  the 
Houfe,  unlefs  they  were  re-el edled.  This 
remonilrance  was  deemed  a  libel,  and  the 
Governor  in  Council  having  fummoned  them 
before  him,  laid  them  under  bonds  of  four 
hundred  pounds  each,  for  their  good  behav- 
ioun  pje  then  iflued  a  proclamation,  affert- 
ing his  fole  power,  as  commander  in  chief ; 
and  declaring  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
had  no  right  to  exercife  any  a<5ls  ofgovern- 
.ment  ^t|lout  fos  fpedal  order. 

To  maintain  a  controverfy  with  afuperior 
officer  on  the  extent  of  power,  equally  claim- 
ed by  both,  requires  a  delicacy  and  ad-drefs 
which  does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  every  man. 
An  afpiring  and  precipitate  temper  may  bring 
on  fuch  a  contention,  but  difqualifies  the 
perfon  from  managing  it  with  propriety. 
Had  Vaughan  propofed  to  fubmit  the  quef- 
tion  to  the  King,  he  would  have  acted  more 
in  character,  and  might  have  preferved  his 
reputation,  though  he  had  lofl  his  power. 
But  having  offended  the  Governor,  and  di£- 
gufled  the  Council  and  Affembly,  he  could 
hope  for  no  favor  from  the  Crown.  When 
the  report  of  the  proceedings  was  fent  to 
England,  Sir  William  Afliurft,  who  had  great 
interefl  at  Court,  and  was  a  friend  to  New- 
England,  and  who  greatly  difrelifhed  the 
memorial  which  Vaughan  had  formerly  pre- 
fented  to  the  King,  eaiily  found  means  to 
difplace  him  ;  and  in  his  room  was  appoint- 
ed JOHN  WENTWORTH,  Efq.  whofe  com- 
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million  was  publifhed  on  the  feventhof  DC-    1717* 
cember.     The  celebrated  Mr.  Addifon,  be- 
ing then  Secretary  of  State,  this   commiffion 
is  counterfiened  by  a  name  particularly  dear 

i         /»  •         i          f  i'i  11- 

to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  literature. 

John  Wentwqrth,  Efq.  grandfon  of  Wil- 
liam Wentworth,  formerly  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  firft  fettlers  of  the  country,  had  been 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  commander  of  a 
{hip  ;  and  had  acquired  a  handfome  fortune 
by  mercantile  induflry.  Without  any  fupe- 
rior  abilities  or  learning,  by  a  fteady  atten- 
tion to  bufinefs,  and  a  prudent,  obliging  de- 
portment, he  had  recommended  himfelf  to 
the  efleem  of  the  people.  Having  been  five 
years  in  the  Council,  before  his  appointment 
as  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  had  carried  the 
fame  ufeful  qualities  into  public  life,  and 
preferved  or  increafed  that  refpect  which  he 
had  acquired  in  a  private  Ration.  The  ran- 
cour of  contending  parties  made  moderation 
a  neceffary  character  in  a  chief  magiftrate  ; 
and  the  circumilances  of  the  Province,  at  that 
time,  required  a  perfon  of  experience  in 
trade,  at  its  head. 

It  being  a  time  of  peace,  after  a  long  and 
diftreffing  war,  the  improvement  of  which 
the  Province  was  capable,  in  regard  to  its 
natural  productions,  lumber  and  naval  {lores, 
rofe  into  view  and  became  objects  of  clofe  at- 
tention both  here  and  in  England.  As  ear- 
ly as  1668,  the  government  of  JVlaflachufetts,  Mafl"« 
under  which  the  Province  then  was,  had  re- 
ferved  for  the  public  ufe  all  white  pine  trees 
of  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter,  at  three 
feet  from  the  ground.  In  King  William's 
reign,  a  furveyor  of  the  woods  was  appointed 
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1717.  by  the  Crown  ;  and  an  order  was  fent  to  the 
Earl  of  Bellamont,  to  caufe  acts  to  be  pafTed 
in  his  feveral  governments  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  white  pines.  In  1708  a  law  made 
in  New-Hampfliire  prohibited  the  cutting  of 

chap.  ao.  fuch as  were  twenty- four  inches  in  diarneter,at 
twelve  inches  from  the  ground,  without  leave 
of  the  furveyor  ;  who  was  inftru&ed  by  the 
Queen,  to  mark  with  the  broad  arrow,  thofe 
which  were  or  might  be  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the 
navy,  and  to  keep  a  regifter  of  them.  What- 
ever fe verity  might  be  ufed  in  executing  the 
law,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  thofe  who 
knew  the  woods  and  were  concerned  in  lum- 
ber, to  evade  it ;  though  fometimes  they  were 

U(ss '8  detected  and  fined.  Great  complaints  were 
frequently  made  of  the  defbruclion  of  the 
royal  woods  ;  every  Governor  and  Lieuten- 

Aff'mbiy    ant  Governor  had  occafion  to  declaim  on  the 

Records,  fubjeft  -m  their  fpeeches  and  letters  ;  it  was 
a  favorite  point  in  England,  and  recommend- 
ed them  to  their  fuperiors  as  careful  guar- 
dians of  the  royal  intereft.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  people  made  as  loud  complaints  a- 
gainfl  the  furveyor,  for  prohibiting  the  cut- 
ting of  pine  trees,  and  yet  neglecting  to  mark 
fuch  as  were  fit  for  mails  ;  by  which  means 
many  trees,  which  never  could  be  ufed  as 
mafls,  and  might  be  cut  into  logs  for  fawing, 
MSS.  were  rotting  in  the  woods  ;  or  the  people 
who  got  them  were  expofed  to  a  vexatious 
profecution.  When  no  furveyor  was  on  the 
fpot,  the  Governor  and  Council  appointed 
iuitable  perfons  to  take  care  that  no  waflc 
fhould  be  made  of  the  mail  trees  ;  and  thefe 
officers,  with  a  very  moderate  allowance,  per- 
formed, the  duty,  to  much  better  purpofe, 
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than  thofe  who  were  fent  from  England  and    1717. 
maintained  at  a  great  expenfe  to  the  Crown.    Affembfy 
As  thofe  trees  which  grew  within  the  lim-  Record8 
its  of  the  townfhips    were  deemed  private    1718. 
property,  the  people  were  defirous  to  get  other 
townihips  laid  out,  that   the  trees   might  be 
fecured  for  their  own  ufe.     This  was  a  diffi- 
cult point.     The  AfTembly,  in  1704,  during 
the  controverfy  with  Allen,  had  explicitly 
difclaimed  all  title  to   the  wafle  lands,  by 
which  they  underilood  all  thofe  without  the 
bounds  of  their  towns.     The  heirs  of  Allen 
kept  a  jealous  eye  upon  them.     Uiher,  who 
claimed  by  mortgage  from  Governor  Allen, 
was  ftill  living,  and  was  daily  inviting  pur- 
chafers  by  advertifements.     The  heir  of  Sir  %£$£* 
Charles  Hobby,  whofe  claim  was  founded 
on  purchafe  from  Thomas  Allen,  had  offered 
his  title  to  the  Affembly,  but  they  had  refufed 
it.     The  creditors  of  Hobby's  eflate  had  ap- 
plied   for    letters    of   adminiftration  ;    and 
though  the  matter  had  been,  by  the  Judge  of  Affembl 
Probate,  fubmitted  to  the  General  Court,  and  Record*. 
by  their  advice  fufpended,   yet  the    letters 
had  been  granted.     Allen's  other  heirs  were 
in  a  flate  of  minority  in  England  ;  but  their 
guardian  was  attentive  to  their  intereil.  The 
controverfy  had  become  more  complex  than  Prlct-  fi*<* 
before;  and  the  claimants,  however  multi-tuic/ 
plied  in  number    and    difcordant  in   their 
views,  yet  had  an  interefl  feparate  from  that 
of  the  public.  The  royal  determination  could 
not  be  had,  but  on  an  appeal  from  a  verdidl 
at  law  ;  but  no  fuits  were  now  pending  ;  nor 
could  the  lands  be  granted  by  royal  charter, 
without  feeming  to  intrench  on  the  property 
of  the  claimants.      Notwithstanding    thefe 
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1718.  difficulties,  the  neceffity  of  extending  the  iet- 
tlements,  and  improving  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  country,  was  too  apparent  to  be 
neglected. 

Great  quantities  of  iron  ore  were  found 
in  many  places;  and  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  erect  forges  on  fome  of  the  rivers  and 
to  introduce  foreign  artifts  and  labourers  to 
refine  it.  A  law  was  made  laying  a  penalty  of 

chap.  9o.  ten  p0uncis  per  ton  on  the  tranfporting  of  it 
out  of  the  Province  ;  but  for  the  further  en- 
couragement of  the  manufacture,  it  was 
deemed  necefTary,  that  fome  lands  ihould  be 
appropriated,  to  the  purpofe  of  fupplying 
with  fuel,  the  iron  works  which  were  to  be 
ere&ed>  on  Lamprey  river,  and  of  fettling  the 
people  who  were  to  be  employed  in  that  fer- 
vice.  On  this  occafion,  it  was  recollected, 
that  in  1672,  while  this  province  was  fubject 
to  the  MafTachufetts  government,  and  after 
the  town  of  Portfmouth  had  made  a  liberal 
contribution  for  the  rebuilding  of  Harvard 
College,  a  promife  had  been  made  by  the 
General  Court  to  grant  to  that  town  a  quan- 
tity of c  land  for  a  village,  when  they  fliould 
KCC.  <  declare  to  the  Court  the  place  where  they 
'  defired  it.'  Upon  this,  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Governor  and  Council  praying 
for  a  fulfilment  of  this  promife ;  and  after 
fome  hefitation,  a  grant  was  made  of  a  flip  of 
land  two  miles  in  breadth  above  the  head 
line  of  Dover,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ironworks, 
which  was  called  the  '  renewing  a  grant  for- 
4  merly  made.'  This  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  two  mile  flip,  and  it  was  after- 
ward included  in  the  townfhip  of  Earrington. 
In  fome  parts  of  the  province,  were  many 


NIW-HAMPSIIIRE.  27 

pitchpine  trees,  unfit  for  mafts,  but  capable    1719. 
of  yielding  tar  and  turpentine.     A  monopoly 
of  this    manufacture   had   been    attempted 
by   a   company  of  merchants  ;    but   when  council 
many  thoufand  trees  were  prepared  for  ufe, Minutes* 
they    were  deflroyed   by  unknown   hands. 
Afterwards  a  law  was  made  providing  that  Laws, 
tar  mould  be  received   in  lieu  of  taxes,  at chap<  *9 
twenty  millings  per  barrel.    This  encouraged 
the  making  of  it  for  fome  time.     Another  chap.  94 
law  laid  a  penalty  on  the  injuring  of  trees  for 
drawing  turpentine.    But  private  intereft  was 
too  ftrong  to  be  counteracted  by  a  fenfe  of 
public  utility.      Too  many  incifions  being 
made  in  the  trees  at  once,  they  were  foon 
deflroyed  ;  and  as  thofe  which  were  near  at 
hand  became  fcarce,    the  manufacture  was 
gradually  difcontinued. 

Hemp  was  another  objecfl.  Some  had  been 
fown,  and  from  the  fpecimen  of  its  growth, 
much  advantage  was  expedled.  An  act  was  chap'  94t 
made  to  encourage  it ;  and  it  was  allowed  to 
be  received  at  the  Treafury,  in  lieu  of  money, 
at  one  milling  per  pound.  But  as  there  was 
fcarcely  land  enough  in  cultivation,  for  the 
production  of  corn,  it  was  vain  to  think  of 
raifing  a  lefs  neceflary  commodity. 

The  Parliament  of  England  was  attentive  f 
to  the  advantages  which  might  be  derived  to 
the  nation  from  the  Colonies,  to  which  they 
were  particularly  incited  by  the  war,  which 
at  this  time  raged  between  Sweden  and  Ruf- 
fia,  the  grand  marts  for  naval  {lores  in  Eu- 
rope. A  duty  which  had  been  paid  on  lum- 
ber imported  from  America,  was  taken  off ; 
and  this  was  efteemed  fb  e;reat  a  favor  to 
New-Hampihire  that  the  Affembly  thanked 
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1719.  Shute  for  the  (hare  he  had  in  obtaining  it. 
About  the  fame  time,  an  a6l  of  Parliament 
was  made  for  the  prefervation  of  the  white 
pines.  Penalties  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
the  trees,  were  laid  on  the  cutting  of  thofe 
which  grew  without  the  bounds  of  town- 
fhips  ;  and  for  the  greater  terror,  thefe  pen- 
alties were  to  be  recovered  by  the  oath  of  one 
witnefs,  in  a  Court  of  Admiralty  ;  where  a 
fingle  Judge,  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and 
.  removeable  at  pleafure,  determined  the  caufe 

Statute  of         .    .  '        .  ,. 

George  i.   without  a  Jury.    While  this  bill  was  pending, 
chap  i*.  j^enry  Newman,  the  Agent  for  New-Hamp- 
MS  peti.    {hire,  petitioned  againft  the  fe  verity  of  it,  but 
without  effect. 

Great  inconveniences  had  arifen  for  want 
of  a  due  fettlement  of  the  limits  of  the  Prov- 
ince. The  people  who  lived  near  the  fuppo- 
fed  line,  were  fometimes  taxed  in  both  Prov- 
inces, and  were  liable  to  arrefts  by  the  offi- 
cers of  both  ;  and  fometimes  the  officers 
themfelves  were  at  variance,  and  imprifoned 
each  other.  Several  attempts  had  been  made 
to  remove  the  difficulty,  and  letters  frequent- 
ly pafTed  between  the  two  Courts  on  the  fub- 
jecl,  in  confequence  of  petitions  and  com- 
plaints from  the  borderers.  In  1716,  Com- 
miffioners  were  appointed  by  both  Provinces, 
to  fettle  the  line.  The  New-Hampfhire 
Cornmiffioners  were  furniflied  by  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  Vaughan,  with  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  Lords  Chief  Juftices  in  1677, 
an<j  were  inftmaed  '  to  follow  the  courfe  of 
*  t'ie  r^ver  Merrimack,  at  the  diflance  of  three 
Go«cr-  *  miles  north  as  far  as  the  river  extends.'  The 
^°0rrt^cnt"cominiffioners  on  the  other  fide  complained 
that  this  power  was  not  fuf^cient  •  if  by  fuf- 


ficient  it  " 
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was  meant  that  they  had  no  power  1719. 
to  vary  from  their  inftructions,  the  objection 
was  true,  but  why  this  fliould  have  been 
objected  it  is  not  eafy  to  account,  fince  the 
inltructions  would  have  given  MafTachufetts 
all  which  they  could  claim  by  virtue  of  their 
old  charter  ;  or  the  judgment  upon  it,  on 
which  they  always  laid  much  ftrefs.  Three 
years  afterward  the  affair  was  agitated  again, 
in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Lords  of 
Trade  ;  who  directed  a  map  to  be  drawn  and 
feat  to  them,  in  which  the  boundaries  of  the 
Province  mould  be  delineated,  and  the  bed  Original 
accounts  aiicl  vouchers  procured  to  elucidate 
it.  Commiffioners  were  again  appointed  to 
meet  at  Newbury  ;  and  thofe  from  New-  original 
Hampihire  were  inftructed  by  Lieutenant  ^sln" 

„     /      .  ftrudhoni, 

Governor  Wentworth  to  confer  with  the  oth- 
ers ;  and  if  they  could  agreee,  in  fixing  the 
place  where  to  begin  the  line,  they  were  to 
report  accordingly  ;  but  if  not,  they  were  to 
proceed  ex  partc,  '  fetting  their  compafs  on 

*  the  north  fide  of  the  mouth  of  Merrimack 
4  river  at  high  water  mark,  and  from  thence 

*  meafuring  three  miles  on  a  north  line,  and 
'  from  the  end  of  the  firfl  three  miles   on  a 

*  weft  line  into  the  country,  till   they  fliould 
c  meet  the   great  river    which  runs    out  of 

*  Winipifiogee  pond.'     To  this  idea  of  a  weft 
line,  the  Maflachufetts  Commiffioners  object- 
ed ;  and  defired  that  the  commiffion  of  the" 
Governor  of  New-Hampfliire  might  be  fent 
to  Newbury,    which   was  refufed,  and   the 
conference   ended    without  any  agreement. 
However,  a  plan   was  drawn    agreeably  to 
thefe  inftructions,  and  fent  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  ;  and  Newman   the   Agent  was   in- 
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1719.  ftrueted  to  folicit  for  a  confirmation  of  it. 
In  thefe  inftrudlions,  the  ideas  of  the  gentle- 
men in  government  are  more  fully  expreffedi 

penha?-     The  due  weft  line  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the 

tow'»MSS-  Province,  they  fuppofed,  ought  to  extend  as 
far  as  MafTachufetts  extended.  The  line  on 
the  northerly  fide  adjoining  to  the  Province 
of  Maine,  they  fuppofed,  ought  to  be  drawn 
up  the  middle  of  the  river  Pifcataqua,  as  far 
as  the  tide  flows  in  the  Newwichwannock 
branch  ;  and  thence  northweflward,  but 
whether  two  or  more  points  weflward  of 
north  was  left  for  further  confideration. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  agitation,  the 
Province  unexpectedly  received  an  acceffioii 
of  inhabitants  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  A 
colony  of  Scots  prefbyterians  had  been  fettled 

Home.  in  the  Province  of  Uliler,  in  the  reign  of  James 
I ;  they  had  borne  a  large  (hare  in  the  fuffer- 
ings,  which  the  proteflants  in  that  unhappy 
country  underwent,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I 
and  James  II ;  and  had  thereby  conceived  an 
ardent  and  inextinguifhable  thirfl  for  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  Notwithftanding  the 
peace  which  Ireland  had  enjoyed,  fince  the 
f abjection  of  the  Popifli  party  by  King  Wil- 
liam, fome  penal  laws  were  ftill  in  force  ; 
which,  with  the  inconvenience  of  rents  and 
tithes,  made  thefe  people  wifh  for  a  fettle- 
ment  in  America  ;  where  they  might  be  free 
from  thefe  burthens  and  have  full  fcope  for 
their  induflry.  One  Holmes,  a  young  man, 
fon  of  a  clergyman,  had  been  here  and  carri- 

j   i  c       i 

cd  home  a  favorable  report  or  the  country, 
which  induced  his  father,  with  three  other 
prefbyterian  Miniflers,  James  Macgregore, 
William  Cornwall,  and  William  Boyd,  and  a 
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iarge  number  of  their  congregations,  to  re-  1719. 
folve  on  an  emigration.  Having  converted 
their  fubftance  into  money,  they  embarked 
in  five  fliips,  and  about  one  hundred  families  171*8. 
of  them  arrived  at  Bofton.  Cornwell,  with 
about  twenty  families  more,  arrived  a  Cafco. 
They  immediately  petitioned  the  Aflembly 
of  Maflchufetts  for  a  tract  of  land ;  who  gave 
them,  leave  to  look  out  a  fettlement  of  fix 
miles  fquare,  in  any  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  at  the  eaftward.  After  a  fruitlefs  fearch 
along  the  ihore,  finding  no  place  that  fuited 
them  there  ;  fixteen  families,  hearing  of  a 
tract  of  good  land,  above  Haverhill,  called 
Nutiield  (from  the  great  number  of  chefnut 
and  walnut  trees  there)  and  being  informed 
that  it  was  not  appropriated,  determined  there 
to  take  up  their  grant ;  the  others  difperfed 
themfelves  into  various  parts  of  the  country. 
As  foon  as  the  fpring  ooened.  the  men  went 

April   I  I 

from  Haverhill,  where  they  left  their  fami- 
lies, and  built  ibme  huts  near  a  brook  which 
falls  into  Beaver  River,  and  which  they  nam- 
ed "Weft-running  brook.  The  firfl  evening 
after  their  arrival,  a  fermon  was  preached  to 
them  under  a  large  oak,  which,  is  to  this  day 
regarded  with  a  degree  of  veneration.  As 
ibon  as  they  could  collect  their  families,  they 
called  Macgregore  to  be  their  minifler,  who 
fince  his  arrival  in  the  country  had  preached 
at  Dracut.  At  the  firfl  facramental  occaliorr, 
were  prefent  two-  miniflers  and  fixty-five 
communicants.  Macgregore  continued  with 
them  till  his  death  ;  and  his  memory  is  ftill 
precious  among  them  :  He  was  a  wife,  affec- 
donate  and  faithful  guide  to  them,  both  in 
civil  and  religious  concerns.  Thefe  people 
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1719.  brought  with  them  the  iieceffary  materials 
for  the  manufacture  of  linen  ;  and  their  fpin- 
ning  wheels,  turned  by  the  foot,  were  a  nov- 
elty in  the  country.  They  alfo  introduced 
the  culture  of  potatoes,  which  were  firft 
planted  in  the  garden  of  Nathaniel  Walker  of 
Andover.  They  were  an  induftrious,  frugal 
and  confequently  thriving  people. 

They  met  with  fome  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing a  title  to  their  lands.  If  the  due  weft  line 
between  the  Provinces  had  been  eftablifhed, 
it  would  have  paffed  through  their  fettlement 
and  divided  it  between  MafTachufetts  and 
New-Hampfhire  ;  but  the  curve  line,  follow- 
ing the  courfe  of  Merrimack  at  three  miles 
diftance,  would  leave  them  unqueftionably 
in  New-Hampfhire.  This  was  the  idea  of 
the  General  Court  of  MaiTachufetts,  who,  up- 
on application  to  them  for  a  confirmation  of 
their  former  grant,  declared  them  to  be  out 
of  their  jurifdiclion.  Among  the  many 
claimants  to  thefe  lands,  they  were  informed, 
that  Col.  Wheelwright  of  Wells  had  the  beft 
Indian  title,  derived  from  his  anceftors.  Sup- 
pofing  this  to  be  valid  in  a  moral  view,  they 
followed  the  example  of  the  firft  fettlers  of 
New-England,  and  obtained  a  deed  of  ten 
miles  fquare,  in  virtue  of  the  general  licenfe 
granted  by  the  Indian  Sagamores  in  1629. 
To  prevent  difficulty  from  Allen's  claim, 
they  applied  for  leave  of  fettlement  to  Col. 
ufher's  Uiher,  who  told  them  that  the  land  was  in 
MSS.  difpute,  and  that  he  could  not  give  them 
leave,  but  that  he  fuppofed  they  might  fet- 
tle on  it,  if  they  would  hold  it  either  of  the 
King  or  of  Allen's  heirs,  as  the  cafe  might  be 
determined.  They  alfo  applied  to  the  Lieu- 
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tenant  Governor  of  New-Hamplhire,  who    1719. 

declined  making  them  a  grant  in  the  King's 

name  ;  but,  by  advice  of  Council,  gave  them 

a  protection,  and  extended  the  benefit  of  the 

law  to  them  ;  appointing  James   M'Kean  to 

be  a  Juilice  of  the  Peace,  and  Robert  Wier  a  Minutes. 

Deputy  Sheriff 

Some  perfons  who  claimed  thefe  lands,  by    1720« 
virtue  of  a  deed  of  about  twenty  years  date, 
from  John,  an  Indian  Sagamore,  gave   them 
fome  diflurbance  ;  but,  having  obtained  what 
they  judged  afuperior  title,  and  enjoying  the 
protection  of  government,  they  went  on  with 
their   plantation  ;  receiving  frequent  addi- 
tions of  their  countrymen,  as  well  as  others, 
till  in  1722,  their  town  was  incorporated  by  Harvcy>s 
the  name  of  Londonderry,  from  a  city  in  the  and  lv?ac" 

i        r  T      '         -i     •  i  i  •    i  n  regore'a 

north  of  Ireland,  in  and  near  to  which  moil  MSS. 
of  them  had  refided  ;  and  in  which  fome  of 
them  had  endured  the  hardfhips  of  a  memo- 
rable fiege.* 

The  iettlement  of  thefe  emigrants,  on  the 
wafte  lands,  opened  the  way  for  other  plan- 
tations. Thofe  who  had  borne  the  burthens 

*John  Barr,  William  Caldwcll  and  Abraham  Blafr,  with  federal  etht-rs 
who  h*d  fuffcied  in  this  fvge,  a.id  came  to  An-erica.  were  by  King  Wil- 
liam's fpecial  order  made  free  of  taxes  through  all  the  Bririfh  dominions. 

This,  with  f-fvera!  other  circurrfhnces  relating  to  thef<  people^  I  took 
from  a  manufcript  letter  written  (1729)  by  IV'.r.  John  Harvey,  fchool- 
mafter  in  Londonderry,  to  Mr.  Prince,  It:  the  fame  letter  was  the  fol- 
lowing brief  account  cf  ibe  fuee  above  mrmirr.e-1.  •  Lor-donderry  was 
: taGeged  near  half  a  year  (1689)  ky  Kme  JanWs  army,  whrn  he  had 
1  all  Ireland  fuhdued  but  Derry  a  no  a  little  r>hce  hard  by.  The  befieged 
'  defended  the  city,  nioft  of  them  bring  prefbv 'C'l.ans,  till  they  were  very 

*  much  pinched  by  famine,  that  a  dog''s  head  was  fold  cheap  enough  at  half 

*  a  crown  ;  and  yet  God   fupported  them  until    King  William  feot    them 
'  relief  by  two  (hips  with  men  and    provifions  from    England  ;  at  which 
1  fight    before  the  (hips  pot  up  to  the  city  and    lauded   their  men,  rhe  be- 
4  fiegcrs  moved  their  camp  and  fled  to  the    weft  of  Ireland,    whert  afcer- 
1  wards  two  bloody  battles  wtre  foupht  and  the.  papifts  fuhdued. 

'  Two  things  further  (fays  IIP)  I  have  to  reUrr  rcfp.  dlmg  Derry,  i  The 
'  church  of  Dcrry  is  fo  ftrongly  built  with  (tone  and  lime  that  in  the  ftee- 

*  pie  they  fe.id  a  cannon  fixed,  which  did  more  hurt  to  the  Irifli  army  than 
4  fix  upon  the  walls,     z.   There  was  one  Col.    Murray  in    the  fn'ge,     He 
1  and  a  party  were  cut  againft  tfcc  enemy,  and  having  got  the  advantage 
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1720.  and  diltrefles  of  war,  in  defending  the  coun- 
try, had  long  been  circumfcribed  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  towns  ;  but  v/ere  now  mul- 
tiplied, and  required  room  to  make  fettle- 
ments  for  their  children.  They  thought  it 
hard  to  be  excluded  from  the  privelege  of 
cultivating  the  lands,  which  they  and  their 
fathers  had  defended  ;  while  flrangers  were 
admitted  to  fit  down  peaceably  upon  them. 
Thefe  were  weighty  reafons.  At  the  fame 
time  no  attempt  was  making,  by  any  of  the 
claimants,  to  determine  the  long  conteiled 
point  of  property  ;  and  in  facl,  no  perfon 
could  give  a  clear  and  undifputed  title  to  any 
of  the  uniettled  lands. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  company  of  about 
one  hundred  perfons,  inhabitants  of  Portf- 
mouth,  Exeter  and  Haverhill,  petitioned  for 
liberty  to  begin  a  plantation,  on  the  norther- 
ly part  of  the  lands  called  Nutfield.  Thefe 
were  foon  followed  by  petitioners  from  the 
other  towns,  for  the  lands  which  lay  contig- 
ous  to  them.  The  Governor  and  Council 
kept  the  petitions  fufpended  for  a  long  time, 
giving  public  notice  to  all  perfons  concerned 
to  make  their  objections.  In  this  time  the 
lands  were  furveyed,  and  the  limits  of  four 

*  in  an  engagement  with  them  a  mile  from  the  walls,  the  enemy's  General, 
'  who  was  a  Frenchman,  and  he,  met  ;  and  having  bo'h  fired  their  piftob, 
'  drew  their  fwords,  and  the   General  having  a  coat  of  mail,  had    the  ad- 

*  vantage  of  Murray,  fo  that  he  could  not  hurt  him.     At   length  Murray 
c  obferving  that  there  was  no  touching  him  but  through  the  harncfs  in  his 

*  face,  put  his  fword  in    through  the  b^ra  of  the   harnefs  and  killed   him.' 
They  made  a  great  flau^hrcr  that  day.' 

Nothing  was  more  ofienfive  to  thefe  emigrants  than  to  be  called  IRISH. 
Macgregore  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Shute,  (1720)  fays  :  '  We  are  furpri- 
'  fed  to  hear  ourfelvcs  terrred  Irilh  people,  when  we  fo  frequently  ventur- 
'  ed  our  all  for  the  Brififh  Crown  and  liberties  againft  the  Irifli  papifls  ; 
'  and  gave  all  left*  of  our  loyalty,  which  the  government  of  Ireland  re- 

*  quired,  and  are  always  ready  to  do  the  fame  when  demanded.' 

The  people  of  this  country  did  not  underftand  the  diftindion  ;  nor  in 
fadl  did  they  treat  thefe  ftrangfrs  with  common  decency  on  their  firil 
arrival.  The. grudge  fubfifted  a  long  time,  but  is  now  worn  out. 
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propofed  townfhips  determined  ;  and  the  peo-    1721. 
pie  were  permitted  to  build  and  plant  upon 
the  lands  c  provided  that  they  did  not  infringe 

,-  .   i  '     r  April  ax. 

*  on,  or  interfere  with,    any  former  grants,  council 
'  pofTeilions  or  properties.'     Some    of  theie Rceords« 
lands   were   well  flocked  with   pine  trees  ; 
which  were  felled  in  great  abundance  ;   this 
occafioned  a  frefli  complaint  from  the  King's 
furveyor. 

At  length,  charters  being  prepared,  were    1722. 
figned  by  the  Governor;  by  which  four  town- 
fliips,  Chefter,  Nottingham,  Barrington  and  May  I( 
Rochefter  were  granted  and   incorporated. 
The  grants  were  made  in  the    name  of   the 
King,  who  was   confidered  as  the    common 
guardian,  both  of  the  people  and  the  claim- 
ants ;  but  with  a  claufe  of  refervation, c  as  far 
as  in  us  lies^  that  there  might  be  no  infringe- 
ment on  the  claims. 

The  figning  of  thefe  grants  was  the  laft  act 
of  Government  performed  by  Shute  in  New- 
Hampfhire.  A  violent  party  in  Maflachu- 
fetts  had  made  fuch  flrenuous  oppoiition  to 
him  and  caufed  him  fo  much  vexation,  as 
rendered  it  eligible  for  him  to  afk  leave  to 
return  to  England.  He  is  faid  to  have  been 
a  man  of  a  humane,  obliging  and  friendly 
difpofition  ;  but  having  been  ufed  to  military 
command,  could  not  bear  with  patience  the 
collifion  of  parties,  nor  keep  his  temper  when 
provoked.  Fond  of  eafe,  and  now  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  he  would  gladly  have  fpent  his 
days  in  America  if  he  could  have  avoided 
controverfy.  The  people  of  New-Hampihire 
were  fatisfied  with  his  adminiftration,  as  far 
as  it  refpecfled  them  ;  and  though  they  did 
not  fettle  a  falary  on  him  as  on  his  predecef- 
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1722.   for,  yet  they  made  him  a  grant  twice  in  the 
Affcmbi     year>    generally    amounting  to   a  hundred 
Records,    pounds,  and  paid  it  out  of  the  excife  which 
was  voted  from  year  to  year.  This  was  more 
in  proportion,  than  he  received  from  his  oth- 
er government.     On  his  departure  for  Eng- 
•t*ov    land,  which  was  very  fudden  and  unexpect- 
ed, Lieutenant  Governor   Wentworth,  took 
the  chief  command,  in  a  time  of  diftrefs  and 
perplexity  ;  the  country  being  then  involvecj 
in  another  war  with  the  natives. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

'The  fourth  Indian  War,  commonly  called  ths  three  years  war,  er 


war. 


1  O  account  for  the  frequent  wars 
with  the  eaftern  Indians,  uiually  called  by 
the  French,  the  Abenaquis,  and  their  unftead- 
inefs  both  in  war  and  peace  ;  we  mufl  ob~ 
ferve,  that  they  were  iituated  between  the 
Colonies  of  two  European  nations,  who  were 
often  at  war  with  each  other,  and  who  pur- 
fued  very  different  meafures  with  regard  to 
them. 

As  the  lands,  on  which  they  lived,  were 
comprehended  in  the  patents  granted  by  the 
crown  of  England,  the  natives  were  conlider- 
ed  by  the  Engliih,  as  fubjecls  of  that  crown. 
In  the  treaties  and  conferences  held  with  them, 
they  were  fly  led  the  King's  fubjecls  ;  when 
war  was  declared  againfl  them,  they  were 
called  rebels  ;  and  when  they  were  compel- 
led to  make  peace,  they  fubfcribed  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  their  perfidy,  and  a  dec- 
laration of  their  fubmiffion  to  the  government, 
without  any  juft  ideas  of  the  meaning  of  thofe 
terms  ;  and  it  is  a  difficult  point,  to  deter- 
mine what  kind  of  fubjecls  they  were. 

Befide  the  patents,  derived  from  the  Crown, 
the  Engliih  in  general  were  fond  of  obtaining 
from  the  Indians,  deeds  of  fale  for  thofe  lands, 
on  which  they  were  difpofed  to  make  fettle- 
ments.  Some  of  thefe  deeds  were  executed 
with  legal  formality,  and  a  valuable  confider- 
ation  was  paid  to  the  natives  for  the  purchafe  ; 
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others  were  of  obfcure  and  uncertain  origi- 
nal ;  but  the  memory  of  fuch  tranfacflions 
was  fooii  loft,  among  a  people  who  had  no 
written  records.  Lands  had  been  purchafed 
of  the  Indian  chiefs,  on  the  Rivers  Kenne- 
beck  and  St.  George,  at  an  early  period ;  but 
the  fucceeding  Indians  either  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  fales  made  by  their  anceftors,  or 
had  an  idea  that  fuch  bargains  were  not  bind- 
ing on  pofterity  ;  who  had  as  much  need  of 
the  lands,  and  could  ufe  them  to  the  fame 
purpofe  as  their  fathers.  At  firft,  the  Indians 
did  nc  know  that  the  European  manner  of 
cultivating  lands,  and  eredling  mills  and 
dams,  would  drive  away  the  game  and  fifh, 
and  thereby  deprive  them  of  the  means  of 
fubfiftence  ;  afterward,  finding  by  experience 
that  this  was  the  confequence  of  admitting 
foreigners  to  fettle  among  them,  they  repent- 
ed of  their  hofpitality,  and  were  inclined  to 
difpofTefs  their  new  neighbours,  as  the  only 
way  of  reftoring  the  country  to  its  priftine 
Hate,  and  of  recovering  their  ufual  mode  of 
fubfiftence. 

They  were  extremely  offended  by  the  fet- 
tlements,  which  the  Englim,  after  the  peace 
of  Utretcht,  made  on  the  lands  at  the  eaft- 
ward,  and  by  their  building  forts,  block  hou- 
fes  and  mills  ;  whereby  their  ufual  mode  of 
paffing  the  rivers   and  carrying-places   was 
interrupted ;    and    they   could   not  believe, 
though  they  were  told  with  great  folemnity, 
oo^nror   that  tliefc  fortifications  were  eredled  for  their 
JJUbJnej  defence  againft  invafion.     When  conferences 
5717.       were  held  with  them  on  this  fubjedl,  they  ei- 
ther denied  that  the  lands  had  been  fold,  or 
pretended   that  the    Sachems    had  exceeded 
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:  power  in  making  the  bargains  ;  or  had  ^^*of 
conveyed  lands   beyond   the    limits  of  their  Lovcra» 
tribe  ;  or  that  the  Englim  had  taken  ad  van- tule* 
tage  of  their  drunkennefs  to  make  them  fign 
the  deeds  ;  or  that  no  valuable  confideration 
had  been  given  for  the  purchafe.     No  argu- 
ments or  evidence  which  could  be  adduced 
would   fatisfy  them,  unlefs   the    lands  were 
paid  for  again  ;  and  had  this  been  done  once, 
their  pofterity  after  a  few  years  would  have 
renewed  the  demand. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  did  not  in  AM* 
a  formal  manner  declare  them  fubjedls  of  the  Riii' 
crown  of  France  ;  but  every  tribe,  however 
fhiall,  was  allowed  to  preferve  its  indepen- 
dence. Thofe  who  were  fituated  in  the  heart 
of  Canada  kept  their  lands  to  themielves, 
which  were  never  foiicited  from  them  ;  thole 
who  dwelt  on  the  rivers  and  fliores  of  the 
Atlantic,  though  dillant  from  the  French 
Colonies,  received  annual  prefents  from  the 
King  of  France  ;  and  folitary  traders  relided 
with,  or  occafionally  vifited  them  ;  but  no 
attempt  was  made  by  any  company  to  fettle 
on  their  lands. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Englifh  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  provifions,  arms,  ammunition, 
blankets  and  other  articles  which  they  want- 
ed, cheaper  than  they  could  purchafe  them  1^1^ 
of  the  French.  Governor  Shute  had  promif- 
ed  that  trading  houfes  ihould  be  eflablifhed 
among  them*, and  that  a  fmith  fliould  be  pro- 
vided to  keep  their  arms  and  other  inftru- 
ments  in  repair  ;  but  the  unhappy  conten- 

*  The  reader  is  dcfired  to  correflt  a  roiftakc  in  the  firft  To^ume,  in- 
fleid  of  '  truck  houfcs  cftabiifhecV  read  '  i:  was  ia  contemplation  to  cf- 
tabliih  truck  htniiee.' 
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1717.  tions  between  the  Governor  and  Affembly 
of  MafTachufetts  prevented  a  compliance  with 
this  engagement.  The  Indians  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  fubrnit  to  the  impofitions  of 
private  traders,  or  to  feek  fupplies  from  the 
French  ;  who  failed  not  to  join  with  them. 
'  in  reproaching  the  Engliih  for  this  breach  of 
promife,  and  for  their  avidity  in  getting  away 
the  land. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  eaflern  parts  of 
New-England  were  not  of  the  bed  character 
for  religion,  and  were  ill  adapted  to  engage 
the  affections  of  the  Indians  by  their  exam- 
ple. The  frequent  hoflilities  on  this  quarter, 
not  only  kept  alive  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and 
revenge  in  individuals,  but  prevented  any 
endeavors  to  propagate  religious  knowledge 
among  the  Indians  by  the  government  ; 
though  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  their 
charter  ;  and  though  many  good  men  wiflied 
it  might  be  attempted.  At  length  Governor 
Shute,  in  his  conference  with  their  Sachems 
at  Arrowfic,  introduced  this  important  bufi- 
nefs  by  offering  them  in  a  formal  manner, 
an  Indian  bible,  and  a  proteflant  mimonary  ; 
but  they  rejected  both,  faying  '  God  hath 
(  given  us  teaching  already,  and  if  we  fhould 
c  go  from  it  we  ihould  difpleafe  him.'  He 
would  have  done  much  better  fervice,  and 
perhaps  prevented  a  war,  if  he  had  complied 
with  their  earneft  defire  to  fix  a  boundary, 

judge  Sew.  beyond  which  the  Englifh  fhould  not  extend 

al-9   memo-    -,      .       r       -, 

rial.         their  fettlements. 

penhai-          ^  gentleman,  in  converfation  with  one  of 

low's  MSS.  their  Sachems,  afked  him  why  they  were  fo 

flrongly  attached  to  the  French,  from  whom 

they  could  not  expect  to  receive  fo  much  ben- 
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<ifit  as  from  the  Englifh  ;  the  Sachem  grave-    1717. 
-  y  anfwered,  '  Eecaufe  the  French  have  taught 

us  to  pray  to  God,  which  the  Englilh  never 
;  did.' 

It  has  been  obferved  in  the  former  part  of 
iihis  work,  that  the  Jefuits  had  planted  them-  page  25$. 
felves  among  thefe  tribes.  They  had  one 
Church  at  Penobicot,  and  another  at  Norridg- 
wog,  where  Sebafdan  Ralle,  a  French  Jefuit, 
refided.  He  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  learn- 
ing and  addrefs,  and  by  a  compliance  with 
their  mode  of  life,  and  a  gentle,  condefcend- 
ing  deportment,  had  gained  their  affections 
ib  as  to  manage  them  at  his  pleafure.  Know- 
ing the  power  of  fuperflition  over  the  favage 
mind,  he  took  advantage  of  this,  and  of  their 
prejudice  againil  the  Englifh,  to  promote  the 
caufe,  and  flrengthen  the  '  interefl  of  the 
French  among  them.  He  even  made  the  of- 
fices of  devotion  ferve  as  incentives  to  their 
ferocity,  and  kept  a  flag,  in  which  was  de- 
picted a  crofs,  furrounded  by  bows  and  ar- 
rows, which  he  ufed  to  hoifl  on  a  pole,  at  the 
door  of  his  church,  when  he  gave  them  ab-  New 
folution,  previoufly  to  their  engaging  in  any  Jjjj 
warlike  enterprife.  160! 

With  this  Jefuit,  the  Governor  of  Canada 
held  a  clofe  correfpondence  ;  and  by  him 
was  informed  of  every  thing  tranfacted  a- 
mong  the  Indians.  By  this  means,  their  dif- 
content  with  the  Englifh,  on  account  of  the 
fettlements  made  at  the  eaftward,  was  height- 
ened and  inflamed  ;  ancl  they  received  every 
encouragement,  to  aflert  their  title  to  the 
lands  in  queftion,  and  moleft  the  fettlers,  by 
killing  their  cattle,  burning  their  flacks  of 
hay,  robbing  and  infulting  them,  Thefe  in- 

V 
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1720.  folencies  difcouraged  the  people,  and  caufed 
many  of  them  to  remove.  The  garrifons 
were  then  reinforced  ;  and  fronting  parties 
were  ordered  into  the  eaftern  quarter,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Shadrach  Walton.  By 
this  appearance  of  force,  the  Indians,  who 
dreaded  the  power  of  the  Englifli,  were  re- 
flrained  from  open  hoitilities.  They  had 
frequent  parleys  with  the  commanders  of 
forts,  and  with  commifTioners  who  vifited 
them  occasionally  ;  and  though  at  firft  they 
feemed  to  be  refolute  in  demanding  the  re- 
moval of  the  Englifh,  declaring  that  *  they 
captain  (  had  fought  for  the  land  three  times,  and 
je^Mss. « would  fight  for  it  again  ;'  yet  when  they 
were  told  that  there  was  no  alternative  but 
perfect  peace  or  open  war,  and  that  if  they 
chofe  peace  they  mufl  forbear  every  kind  of 
infult,  they  feemed  to  prefer  peace  ;  and  ei- 
ther pretended  ignorance  of  what  had  been 
done,  or  promifed  to  make  inquiry  into  it ; 
and  as  an  evidence  of  their  good  intentions, 
offered  a  tribute  of  fkins,  and  delivered  up 
four  of  their  young  men  as  hoflages. 

This  proceeding  was  highly  difrelifhed  by 
the  Governor  of  Canada  ;  who  renewed  his 
efforts  to  keep  up  the  quarrel,  and  fecretly 
promifed  to  fupply  the  Indians  with  arms 
and  ammunition  ;  though  as  it  was  a  time 
of  peace  between  the  two  crowns,  he  could 

Hrtbte  not  openly  affift  them> 

The  New-England  Governments,  though 
highly  incenfed,  were  not  eafily  perfuaded  to 
confent  to  a  war.  The  difpute  was  between 
the  Indians  and  the  proprietors  of  the  eaftern 
lands,  in  which  the  public  were  not  direclly 
interefted.  No  blood  had  as  yet  been  fhecL 
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nfeau  had  been  furprifed  and  plundered,  1720* 
and  fome  people  killed  there  ;  but  that  was 
in  the  government  of  Nova-Scotia.  Ralle 
was  regarded  as  the  principal  infligator  of  the 
Indians  ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  if  he  could 
be  taken  off  they  would  be  quiet.  It  was 
once  propofed  to  fend  the  Sheriff  of  York 
County  with  a  poffe  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  to  feize  and  bring  him  to  Boflon  ;  but  1721. 
this  was  not  agreed  to.  The  next  fummer, 
Ralle  in  company  with  Cafline  from  Penob- 
fcot,  and  Croiiil  from  Canada,  appeared  a- 
niong  the  Indians,  at  a  conference  held  on  Ar-  u': 
rowiic  liland,  with  Capt.  Penhallow,  the  com- 
mander of  the  garrifon,  and  brought  a  letter, 
written  in  the  name  of  the  feveral  tribes  of 
Indians,  directed  to  Governor  Shute ;  in 
which  it  was  declared,  '  that  if  the  Englifli 

*  did  not  remove  in  three  weeks,  they  would 

*  kill  them  and  their  cattle,  and   burn   their 

*  houfes.'     An    additional    guard    was    lent 
down  ;  but  the  government,  loth  to  come  to 
a  rupture,  and  deiirous  if  pofTible  to  treat  with 
the  Indians  feparately  from  the  French  emif- 
faries,  invited   them  to  another  conference, 
which  invitation  they  treated  with  neglecl:. 

In  the  fucceeding  winter,  a  party  under 
Col.  Thomas  Weftbrooke  was  ordered  to  Nor- 
idgwog  to  feize  Ralle.  They  arrived  at  the 
village  undifcovered,  but  before  they  could 
furround  his  houfe,  he  efcaped  into  the  woods, 
leaving  his  papers  in  his  flrong  box,  which 
they  brought  off  without  doing  any  other 
damage.  Among  thefe  papers  were  his  let- 
ters of  correfpondence  with  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  by  which  it  clearly  appeared,  that 
he  was  deeply  engaged  in  exciting  the  In- 
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1722,    dians  to  a  rupture,  and  had  promifed  to  affift 
them. 

This  attempt  to  feize  their  fpiritual  father, 
could  not  long  be  unrevenged.     The  next 
pUe"n41-    fummer  they  took  nine  families  from  Merry- 
low's  if,*!,  meeting  bay,  and  after  difmiffing  fome  of  the 
gj.         '  prifoners,  retained  enough  to  fecure  the  re- 
dempdon  of  their  hoftages  and  fent  them  to 
Canada,     About  the  fame  time  they  made  an 
attempt  on  the  fort  at  St.  George's  ;  but  were 
repulfed  with  coniiderable   lofs.     They  alfo 
furprifed  fome  fiihiiig   veffels  in  the  eaftern 
harbours  ;  and  at  length  made  a  furious  at- 
tack on  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  which  they 
deflroyed.     This  adlion  determined  the  gov-* 
eminent  to  ifTue  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
them,  which  was  pnblilhed  in  form  at  Bofton 
July  *$.     and  Portsmouth. 

New-Hampfhire  being  feated  in  the  bofom 
of  MafTachufetts,  had  the  fame  intereft  to 
ferve,  and  bore  a  proportionable  {hare  of  all 
thefe  tranfactions  and  the  expenfes  attending 
them.  Walton,  who  firil  commanded  the 
forces  fent  into  the  eaftern  parts,  and  Weft- 
brooke,  who  Succeeded  him,  as  well  as  Pen- 
hallow,  the  commander  of  the  fort  at  Arrow- 
fic,  were  New-Harnpfhire  men  ;  the  two  for- 
mer were  of  the  Council.  A  declaration  of 
war  being  made,  the  enemy  were  expected  on 
every  part  of  the  frontiers  ;  and  the  AfTem-^ 
bly  were  obliged  to  concert  meafures  for  their 
fecurity,  after  an  interval  of  peace  for  about 
ten  years. 

The  ufual  route  of  the  Indians,  in  their 
marches  to  the  frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire, 
was  by  the  way  of  Winipifeogee  lake.  The 
diftance  from  Cochecho  falls  in  the  town  of 
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Dover,  to  the  foutheaft  bay  of  that  lake,  is  1722. 
about  thirty  miles.  It  was  thought  that  if  a 
road  could  be  opened  to  that  place,  and  a  fort 
built  there,  the  enemy  would  be  prevented 
from  coming  that  way.  Orders  were  accor- 
dingly iiTued,  and  a  party  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  were  employed  in  cutting 
down  the  woods  for  a  road  ;  but  the  expenfe 
ib  far  exceeded  the  benefit  which  could  be 
expected  from  a  fort  at  fuch  a  diflance,  in 
the  wildernefs,  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions 
and  ammunition  by  land  carriage,  which 
might  eafily  be  interrupted  by  the  enemy, 

j    r  r  j  j      i.          i  i 

that  the  dengn  was  laid  ande,  and  the  old 
method  of  defence  by  fcouts  and  garrifons 
was  adopted.  Lieutenant  Governor  Went- 
worth,  being  Commander  in  Chief  in  Shute's 
abfence,  was  particularly  careful  to  fupply 
the  garrifons  with  (tores,  and  vifit  them  in 
perfon,  to  fee  that  the  duty  was  regularly  per- 
formed ;  for  which,  and  other  prudent  and 
faithful  fervices,  he  frequently  received  the 
acknowledgments  of  the  AfTembly  and  grants 
of  money,  generally  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred pounds  at  every  feffion,  and  fometimes 
more.  They  alfo  took  care  to  inlift  men  for 
two  years,  and  to  eftablim  the  wages  of  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  at  the  following  rates  ;  a 
Captain,  at  feven  pounds  per  month  ;  a  Lieu- 
tenant, four  pounds  ;  a  Sergeant,  fifty-eight 
{hillings  ;  a  Corporal,  forty-five  {hillings,  and 
a  private,  forty  ihillings.  A  bounty  of  one 
hundred  pounds  was  offered  for  every  Indian 
fcalp.  The  difference  between  the  currency 
and  ilerling,  was  two  and  an  half  for  one. 

The  firil  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  New- 
Hamplhire,  was  at  Dover  ;  where  they  fur- 
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1723.  prifed  and  killed  Jofeph  Ham,  and  took  three 
of  his  children  ;  the  reft  of  the  family  efca- 

page  9<s.w  Pe(l to  ^ie  garrifon.  Soon  after  they  waylaid 
the  road,  and  killed  Triftram  Heard.  Their 
next  onfet  was  at  Lamprey  River,  where  they 

Auguft  *9.  killed  Aaron  Rawlins  and  one  of  his  children, 
taking  his  wife  and  three  children  captive.* 

1724.  The  next  fpring  they  killed  James  Nock, 
.  one  °f  tne  elders  of  the  church  at  Oyfter  Riv- 

Ad-  er  as  he  was   returning   on  horfeback  from 

*  *  This  Aarcn  Rsvvlins  {*hofc  wife  was   a  daughter  of  Elward  Tay- 

*  lor,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  1704)  Pve-i  upon    the  planiauoo   left 

*  by  Taylor,  about  half  a  mile  weft  from  Lamprey   R;»er  lauding,  at  the 

*  lower  falh  on  Pifcafick  River.    The  people  there  at  that  time,  comrr-on- 

*  ly  retired,  at  nighr,  to  the  garriioncd  h;.ufe.x,  and  returned  home  ii>  the 
'  day  time  ;  but  that  night  they  oegfe&ed  to  retire  as  ufual.     His  brother 

*  Samuel  alt'o  lived  about  half  a  mile  diftant  on  the  fame  river.     It    fceiws 
'  the  Indian  fcout  coiififteJ  of  eighteen,  v»ho  probably  had  been   rcconooit- 

*  ering  fonie  time,  and  intended  to  have  ikilroyed   both  the    faroilies,   and 

*  for  that  purpofe  divided,  and  nine  went  to  each  houfc  ;  but  the-  party  that 

*  went  to  Samuel  R-awlins'e,  beating  in  the  window,  and  finding  the  fami- 
e  Jy  gone,  immediately  joined    thtir    compan:ons,    who    were  engaged  at 

*  Aaron's.     His  wife  went  out  at  the  door,  perhaps  fooner  than  they  would 

*  otherwife  have  afiaulted  the  houfe,  and  was  i:niticdiate)y  feized,  and  one 

*  or  two  of  her  children  who  followed  her.     Her  huiband    bung  alarmed, 

*  fecured  the  door  before  they  could  enter,  and  v. iih    his  eldeft   daughter, 

*  about  twelve  years  olt?,  flood  upon  his  defence,  repeatedly  Bring  wberev- 
'  cr  they  atccjmpted  to  enter,  and  at  the  fame  tinne  calling  earneftly  to  his 

*  neighbor*  for  help  ;  but  the  people  in  the  federal  g^rrtfoned  houlrs  near, 
«  apprehending  from  the  no^fe  and  inccfiaot  tiring,  r.he  number  of  the   ene- 

*  my  to  be  greater  than  they  <*  e-c  and  expelling  every   moment  to  be  at- 

*  taeked  tfcciufelves,  did  not  venture  to  come  to  his  iffiftance.     Having  for 
c  feme  time  bravely  withftood  fuch  unequal  force,  he  was  at  !aft  killed  by 
'  their  random  {hots  thiough  the  houfe,  which  they  then  br.ike  open,  and 

*  killed  hi,  daughter.     They  icaiped  him,  and  cut  off  his  daughter's   head, 

*  either  through  hafte,  or  probably  being  enraged  againfl  her,  on  account  of 
<•  the  afliCUncj  (he  had  afforded  her  father  in  th  ir  defence,  which  evident- 
«  ly  appeared  by  her  han£«  being  foiled  with    powder.     His  wife  and  two 

*  children,  a  fon  and  a   daughter,  they  carried    fo  Canada  :    The  woman 
e  was  redeemed  in  a  few  years      The  fon  was  adopted  by  the  Indians,  and 
'  lived  with  them  all  his  days  ,  he  came  into  Pennycook  with  the  Indians 
<  after  the  peace,  and  cxprelT-d  to  f«me  people  with  whom  he    converfedj 
4  much  rcfentmcnr  agaii-ft  hss  untie  S-jmuel  Rawlins,  on  fuppofmg  he  had 
1  detained  from  his  mother  fome  property  left  by  his  father,  but  manifeflei 
'  nodefire  of  returning  to  Newmarket  again.     The  daughter  married  with 

*  a  Frenchman,  and  when  fhe  was  near  fixty  year*  old^   returned  with  her 
«  hufband  to  her  native  piacc,  in  expectation  of  recovering  the  patrimony 
«  (he  conceived  was  Icfc  at  the  death  of  her  father  :   But  the  eftatc  having 
«  been  fold  by  her  grandfather  Taylor's    adminiftrator,  they  were  difap- 
'pointed,  and  afcer  a  ye?ror  two  went  back  to  Canada.' 

This  account  was  colle&ed  from  fome  of  the  furviving  fuffcrer?,  and 
other  avjed  perfons  who  were  witstiTcB  of  the  fcene,  by  Wentwotth  Chef- 
wcll,  Efq,  of  Newaiaiktc, 
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fetting  his  beaver  traps  in  the  woods.     Soon    1724. 
after  they  appeared  at  Kingft  on,  where  they  May  J6 


took  Peter  Colcord  and  Ephraim  Stevens,  and 
two   children  of  Ebenezer  Stevens.     They  ciark. 
were  purfued  by  fcouts  from  Kingfton  and 
Londonderry,  but   in  vain.     Colcord  made 
his  efcape  in  about  fix  months,  and  received 
a  gratuity  often  pounds  from  the  AfTembly, 
for  his  '  courage  and  ingenuity,  and  for  the  Afffmbf 
*  account  he  gave  of  the  proceedings  of  the 


. 

On  a  fabbath  day  they  ambumed  the  road  May  24' 
at  Oyfler  River,  and  killed  George  Chefley  ,  P(>1  bal  w 
and  mortally  wounded  Elizabeth  Burnham,  Adamf. 
as  they  were  returning  together  from  public 
worfhip.     In  a  few  days  more,  five   Indians  Jun 
took  Thomas  Smith  and  John  Carr  at  Chef-  JJjjJ  ^ 
ter  ;  and  after  carrying   them  about  thirty  «nt. 
miles,  bound  them  and  lay  down   to   fleep  ; 
the  captives  efcaped,  and  in  three  days  arriv- 
ed fafe  at  a  garrifon  in  Londonderry* 

The  fettlements  at  Oyfter  River  being  very 
much  expofed  ;  a  company  of  volunteers 
under  the  command  of  Abraham  Benwick, 
who  went  out  on  the  encouragement  offered 
by  the  government  for  fcalps,  were  about 
marching  to  make  difcoveries.  It  happened 
that  Mofes  Davis,  and  his  fon  of  the  fame  June  10, 
name,  being  at  work  in  their  corn  field,  went 
to  a  brook  to  drink,  where  they  difcovered 
three  Indian  packs.  They  immediately  gave 
notice  of  this  difcovery  to  the  volunteer  com- 
pany, and  went  before  to  guide  them  to  the 
fpot.  The  Indians  had  placed  themfelves  in 
ambufh  ;  and  the  unhappy  father  and  fon 
were  both  killed.  The  company  then  fired, 
killed  one  and  wounded  two  others,  who  p 


JOI. 
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1724.  made  their  efcape,  though  they  were  ptirfuecl 
and  tracked  by  their  blood  to  a  considerable 
diftance.  The  flain  Indian  was  a  perfon  of 
diflindtion,  and  wore  a  kind  of  coronet  of 
fcarlet  dyed  fur^  with  an  appendage  of  four 
fmall  bells,  by  the  found  of  which  the  others 
might  follow  him  through  the  thickets.  His 
hair  was  remarkably  foft  and  fine  ;  and  he 
had  about  him  a  devotional  book  and  a  muf- 
ter-roll  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  Indians  ; 
from  which  circumftances  it  was  fuppofed 
that  he  was  a  natural  fon  of  the  Jef  uit  Ralle, 


MS"  ^7  an  Indian  woman  who  hadferved  him  as 
a  laundrefs.  His  fcalp  was  prefented  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council,  by  Robert 
Burnharn,  and  the  promifed  bounty  was  paid 
to  Capt.  Francis  Matthews,  in  truft  for  the 
company. 

Within  the  town  of  Dover  were  many 
families  of  Quakers  ;  who,  fcrupling  the  law- 
fulnefs  of  war,  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  ufe 
any  means  for  their  defence  ;  though  equal- 
ly expofed  with  their  neighbours  to  an  ene- 
my who  made  no  diflinction  between  them. 
One  of  thefe  people,  Ebenezer  Downs,  was 
taken  by  the  Indians,  and  was  grofsly  infult- 
ed  and  abufed  by  them,  becaufe  he  refufed 
to  dance  as  the  other  prifoners  did,  for  the 
diverfion  of  their  favage  captors.  Another 
of  them,  John  Hanfon,  who  lived  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  town,  in  a  remote  fituation,  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  remove  to  a  garrifon, 
though  he  had  a  large  family  of  children.  A 
party  of  thirteen  Indians,  called  French  Mo- 
hawks, had  marked  his  houfe  for  their  prey  ; 
and  lay  feveral  days  in  ambufh,  waiting  for 
an  'opportunity  to  aflault  it.  While  Hanfon 
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with  his  eldeft  daughter  were  gone  to  attend  1724, 
the  weekly  meeting  of  friends,  and  his  two  June  17. 
eldeft  fons  were  at  work  in  a  meadow  at  fome 
diftance  ;  the  Indians  entered  the  houfe,  kil- 
led and  fcalped  two  fmall  children,  and  took 
his  wife,  with  her  infant  of  fourteen  days  old, 
her  nurfe,  two  daughters  and  a  fon,  and  after 
rifling  the  houfe  carried  them  off.  This  was 
done  fo  fuddenly  and  fecretly,  that  the  firft 
perfon  who  difcovered  it  was  the  eldeft  daugh- 
ter at  her  return  from  the  meeting  before  her 
father.  Seeing  the  two  children  dead  at  the 
door,  (he  gave  a  fhriek  of  diftrefs,  which  was 
diftinc"lfy  heard  by  her  mother,  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  among  the  bufhes,  and 
by  her  brothers  in  the  meadow.  The  people 
being  alarmed,  went  in  purfuit  ;  but  the  In- 
dians cautiouily  avoiding  all  paths,  went  off 
with  their  captives  undifcovered.  After  this 
difafter  had  befallen  his  family,  Hanfon  re- 
moved the  remainder  of  them  to  the  houfe  of 
his  brother  ;  who,  though  of  the  fame  relig- 
ious perfuafion  ;  yet  had  a  number  of  lufty 
fons,  and  always  kept  his  fire-arms  in  good 
order,  for  the  purpofe  of  (hooting  game.* 

Thefe  and  other  infolencies  of  the  enemy 
being  daily  perpetrated  on  the  frontiers,  cau- 
fed  the  governments  to  refolve  on  an  expe- 

*  This  account  is  given  ag  co!1e<5led  from  the  information  of  ths  fan»Pv» 
A  narrative  of  their  ditheffes  is  in  print.  The  womar,  thouph  of  a  ten- 
der conftitution^  had  a  firm  and  vigorous  minH^  and  paffcd  through  the 
Various  hardships  of  an  Indian  captivity,  with  much  refolution  and  patience, 
When  her  milk  faMel,  fhe  fupported  her  infant  with  water,  which  (he 
warmed  in  her  mouth,  and  dropped  on  her  bread,  ti  I  thir  fquaws  taught 
hf-  ro  heat  the  kernel  of  watau's  and  boil  it  with  bruilV!  corn,  which 
proved  a  nounfning  food  for  her  babe.  They  were  all  foif>  to  the  Fie^ch 
in  Canada •  Hanfon  went  th<-  next  fpring  and  redeemed  hi«  wife,  the  L 
thr«e  younger  children  and  the  nurfe  but  he  could  not  obtain  the  elder 
daughter  of  feventten  years  oV,  tho-.igh  he  faw  and  convcrfed  with  her. 
He  alfo  redeeoed  Eb$n<  zcr  Downs.  Ke  made  a  fecond  attempt  in  1727, 
bnt  Hied  at  Crown  point^  nn  hi»  way  to  Canada,  The  girl  was  married 
•p  a  Frenchman,  and  never  r«turncd. 

G 
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1724.    dition  to  Norridgwog.     The  Captains  Moul- 
ton  and  Harman,  both  of  York,  each  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  one  hundred  men,  ex- 
a*  ecuted  their  orders  with  great  addrefs.    They 
completely  inverted    and  furprifed  that  vil- 
Hatchinfon  ]age  ;  killed  the  obnoxious  Jefuit  with  about 
eighty  of  his    Indians  ;  recovered  three  cap- 
tives ;  deflroyed   the    chapel,    and  brought 
away  the  plate  and  furniture  of  the  altar,  and 
the  devotional  flag,  as  trophies  of  their  victo- 
hnT'coT  ry.     Ralle  was  then  in  die  fixty-eighth  year 
ram.         of  his  age,  and  had  refided  in  his  miffioii  at 
Norridgwog  twenty-fix  years  ;  having  before 
MS.  of       fpent  fix  years  in  travelling  among  the  Indi- 
fm8S.h  Ad~  an  nations,  in  the  interior  parts  of  America. 

The  parties  of  Indians  who  were  abroad, 
continued  to  ravage  the  frontiers,  Two  men 
being  miffing  from  Dunilable,  a  fcout  of  e- 
leven  went  in  quefl  of  them  ;  they  were  fired 
upon  by  thirty  of  the  enemy,  and  nine  of 
Ifew-i'ng.  them  were  killed  :  The  other  two  made  their 
C°U"  e^caPej  though  one  of  them  was  badly  woun- 
ded, Afterward  another  company  fell  into 
their  ambufh  and  engaged  them  ;  but  the 
page  106.  enemv  being  fuperior  in  number  overpower- 
ed them,  killed  one  and  wounded  four,  the 
****• 7*  reft  retreated.  At  Kingfton,  Jabez  Colman 
and  his  fon  Jofeph,  were  killed  as  they  were 
at  work  in  their  field.  The  fuccefs  of  the 
forces  at  Norridgwog  and  the  large  premium 
offered  for  fcalps,  having  induced  feveral  vol- 
unteer companies  to  go  out,  they  vifited  one 
after  another  of  the  Indian  villages,  but  found 
them  deferted.  The  fate  of  Norridgwog  had 
ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  them,  that  they  did 
not  think  themfelves  fafe  at  any  of  their 
former  places  of  abode,  and  occupied  them 
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re fting  places  only,  when  they  were  fcout-    1724,, 
ing  or  hunting. 

One  of  thefe  volunteer  companies,  under 
the  command    of  Gapt.    John   Lovewell    °f  Penhal,ow 
Dunftable,  was  greatly  diftinguifhed,  firft  by  page  107. ' 
their  fuccefs  and  afterward  by  their  misfor- 
tunes.    This  company  coiifiiled    of  thirty  ; 
at  their  firft  excurfion  to  the  northward  of 
Winipifedgee  lake,  they  difcovered  an  Indian  Dec 
wigwam  in  which  were  a  man  and   a  boy. 
They  killed  and  fcalped  the  man  and  brought 
the  boy  alive  to  Boilon,  where  they  received 
the  reward,  promifed  by  law,  and  a  handfome 
gratuity  beiides. 

By  this  fuccefs  his  company  was   augmen- 
ted to   feventy.     They   marched  again,  and 
vifiting  the  place  where  they  had  killed  the  N,EngIaH(J 
Indian,  found  his  body  as  they  had  left  it  two  courant. 
months  before.    Their  provifion  falling  fhort,    1725. 
thirty  of  them  were  difmiiled  by  lot  and  re-  MS  of 
turned.     The    remaining    forty    continued  ^sgh  Ad" 
their  inarch   till   they    difcovered    a   track, 
which  they  followed  till  they  faw  afmoke  juft  Feb.  zq, 
before  funfet,  by  which  they  judged  that  the 
enemy  were  encamped  for  the  night.     They 
kept  themfelves  concealed  till  after  midnight ; 
when  they  filently  advanced,  and  difcovered 
ten  Indians   aileep,  round  a  fire,  by  the  fide 
of  a  frozen  pond.     Lovewell  now  determined 
to  make    fure  work  ;    and  placing  his   men 
conveniently,  ordered  part  of  them  to  fire, 
five  at  once,  as  quick  after  each  other  as  pof- 
fible,  and  another  part  to  referve  their  fire  : 
He  gave  the  fignal,   by  firing  his   own  gun, 
which  killed  two  of  them  ;  the  men  firing 
according  to  order,  killed  five  more  on  the 
fpot ;  the  other  three  darting  up  from  their 


52  HISTORY  OF 

1725.  fleep,  two  of  them  were  immediately  mot 
dead  by  the  refer ve  ;  the  other,  though 
wounded,  attempted  to  efcape  by  croffing 
the  pond,  but  was  feized  by  a  dog  and  held 
fail  till  they  killed  him.  Thus  in  a  few  min- 
utes the  whole  company  was  deftroyed,  and 
fome  attempt  againft  the  frontiers  of  New- 
Hampfhire  prevented  ;  for  thefe  Indians  were 
marching  from  Canada,  well  f  urnifhed  with 
new  guns,  and  plenty  of  ammunition  ;  they 
had  alfo  a  number  of  fpare  blankets,  mocka- 
feens  and  mow-fhoes  for  the  accommodation 

Penhaiiow,  of  the  prifoners  whom  they  expected  to  take, 

page  no.  .   ,  .  ,  i        r    i       r 

and  were  within  two  days  march  of  the  fron- 
tiers. The  pond  where  this  exploit  was  per* 
formed  is  at  the  head  of  a  branch  of  Salmon- 
fall  River,  in  the  townlhip  of  Wakefield,  and 
has  ever  fince  borne  the  name  of  Lovewell's 
pond.  The  action  is  fpoken  of  by  elderly 
people,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  with  an  air 
of  exultation  ;  and  confidering  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  finding  and  attacking  Indians  in 
the  woods,  and  the  judicious  manner  in  which 
they  were  fo  completely  furprifed,  it  was  a 
capital  exploit. 

The  brave   company,  with  the   ten  fcalps 

Feb.  24  ftretched  on  hoops,  and  elevated  on  poles, 
entered  Dover  in  triumph,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  Boilon  ;  where  they  received  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each,  out 
of  the  public  treafury. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,Lovewell  march- 
ed a  third  time  ;  intending  to  attack  the  vil- 

Apra  16.    lages  of  Pigwacket,  on  the   upper  part  of  the  | 
river  Saco,  which  had  been  the  refidence  of 
/     a  formidable  tribe,  and  which  they  flill  oc- 

Symme*  *  ~  .  .    '  '  . 

,M«nc-;»,    caliQiiaUy  inhabited.     His  company  at  uiw 
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time  confifled  of  forty-fix,  including  a  chap-    1725. 
lain  and  furgeon  :    Two  of  them  proving 
lame,  returned  :  Another  falling  fick,  they 
halted  and  built  a  ftockade  fort  on  the  weft 
fide  of  great    OlFapy  pond  ;  partly  for   the 
accommodation  of  the  fick  man,  and  partly 
for  a  place  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune. 
Here  the  furgeon  was  left  with  the  fick  man, 
and  eight  of  the  company  for  a  guard.     The 
number   was    now  reduced    to  thirty-four. 
Purfuing  their  march  to  the  northward,  they 
came    to  a  pond,  about   twenty-two*  miles 
diilant  from  the  fort,  and  encamped  by  the 
fide  of  it.     Eearly  the  next  morning,    while  Ma?  ?• 
at  their  devotions,  they  heard  the  report  of  a 
gun,  and  difcovered  alingle  Indian,  (landing 
on  a  point  of  land,  which  runs  into  the  pond, 
more  than  a  mile   diilant.     They  had   been 
alarmed  the  preceding  night  by  noifes  round 
their  camp,  which  they  imagined  were  made 
by  indians,  and  this  opinion  was  now  flrength- 
ened.     They  fufpecfled  that  the  Indian  was 
placed  there  to  decoy  them,  and  that  a  body 
of  the  enemy  was  in  their  front.     A  confult- 
ation  being  held,  they  determined  to  march 
forward,  and  by  encompaffing  the  pond,  to 
gain  the  place  where  the   Indian  flood  ;  and 
that  they  might  be  ready  for  aclion,  they 
dif encumbered  themfelves  of  their  packs,  and 
left  them,  without  a  guard,  at  the  northeaft 
end  of  the  pond,  in  a  pitch-pine  plain,  where 
the  trees  were    thin  and  the  brakes,  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  fmall.     It  happened  that 
Lovewell's   march  had    crofled   a  carrying- 
place,  by  which  two  parties  of  Indians,  con- 

*  The  printed  account!  fay  IOJITT  j  it  is  probable  that   the  march  was 
Circuitous. 
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1725.  fitting  of  forty  one  men,  commanded  by  Pau- 
gus  and  Wahwa,  who  had  been  fcouting 
down  Saco  river,  were  returning  to  the  low- 
er village  of  Pigwacket,  diflant  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  this  pond.  Having  fallen 
on  his  track,  they  followed  it  till  they  came 
to  the  packs,  which  they  removed  ;  and 
counting  them,  found  the  number  of  his  men 
to  be  lefs  than  their  own  :  They  therefore 
placed  themielves  in  ambufh,  to  attack  them 
on  their  return.  The  Indian  who  had  flood 
on  the  point,  and  was  returning  to  the  village, 
by  another  path,  met  them,  and  received  their 
fire,  which  he  returned,  and  wounded  Love- 
well  and  another  with  fmall  fhot.  Lieuten- 
ant Wyman  firing  again,  killed  him,  and  they 
took  his  fcalp.*  Seeing  no  other  enemy, 
they  returned  to  the  place  where  they  had 
left  their  packs,  and  while  they  were  looking 
for  them,  the  Indians  rofe  and  ran  toward 
them  with  a  horrid  yelling.  A  fmart  firing 
commenced  on  both  fides,  it  being  now  about 
ten  of  the  clock.  Captain  Lovewell  and 
eight  more  were  killed  on  the  fppt.  Lieu- 
tenant Farwell  and  two  others  were  wound- 
ed :  Several  of  the  Indians  fell  ;  but,  being 
fuperior  in  number,  they  endeavoured  to 
furround  the  party,  who,  perceiving  their  in- 

*  This  Indian  has  been  celebrated  as  a  hero,  and  ranked  with  the  Ro- 
tnan  Curtius,  who  dcvored  himfelf  to  death  to  lave  his  country-  (See 
Hutchinfon  s  hiHcrfy.  vol.  \\j  page  315.) 

Having  been  on  the  fpot  where  this  celebrated  a<9ion  happened,  and 
having  converfeJ  with  pfrffons  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Indians  of 
Pigwack-jt,  before  and  after  this  battle;  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  idea  that  he  was  placed  there  as  a  decoy  ;  and  that  he 
Lad  no  claim  to  the  character  of  a  hero.  The  point  on  which  he  flood  is 
a  noted  fiQiing  place  ;  the  gun  which  alarmed  JLove^eH'i  company  was 
fired  at  a  flock  of  cluck*  ;  and  when  they  met  him  he  was  returning  home 
with  his  game  ani  two  fowling  piccis,  Th?  viilaga  was  fituatsd  at  the 
dgc  of  the  meadow^  on  Saco  river  j  which  here  forms  a  large  bend.  The 
remains  of  the  ftoctades  wtrc  found  by  the  firft  feeders,  forty  years  afieff* 
ward,  The  poud  is  in  th«  towcihip  cf  Frieburg, 
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tention,  retreated ;  hoping  to  be  flickered  by    1725, 
a  point  of  rocks  which  ran  into  the  pond, 
and  a  few  large  pine  trees  Handing  on  a  fandy 
beech.     In  this  forlorn  place  they  took  their 
flation.     On  their  right  was  the  mouth  of  a 
brook,  at  that   time  unfordable  ;  on  their 
left  was   the  rocky  point ;  their  front  was 
partly  covered  by  a  deep  bog  and  partly  un- 
covered, and  the  pond  was  in  their  rear. 
The  enemy  galled  them  in  front  and  flank, 
and  had  them  fo  completely  in  their  power, 
that  had  they  made  a  prudent  ufe   of  their 
advantage,  the  whole  company   muil  either 
have  been  killed,  or  obliged  to  furrender  at 
difcretion  ;  being  deftitute  of  a  mouthful  of 
fuilenance,  and  an  efcape  being  impractica- 
ble.    Under  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Wy- 
man  they  kept  up  their   fire,   and  {hewed  a 
refolute    countenance,  all    the   remainder  of 
the  day  ;  during  which  their  chaplain,  Jona- 
than Frie,   Enfign   Robbins,  and  one  more, 
were  mortally  wounded.     The  Indians  in- 
vited them  to  furrender,  by  holding  up  ropes 
to  them,  and  endeavored  to  intimidate  them 
by  their  hideous  yells  ;  but  they  determined 
to  die  rather  than  yield  ;  and  by  their   well 
directed  fire,  the  number  of  the  favages  was 
thinned,  and  their  cries  became  fainter,  till, 
juft  before  night,  they  quitted  their  advanta- 
geous ground,  carrying  off*  their  killed  and 
wounded,  and  leaving    the    dead  bodies    of 
Lovewell  and  his  men  unfcalped.     The  fliat- 
tered  remnant  of  this    brave  company,  col- 
lecting themfelves   together,   found  three  of 
their  number  unable  to  move  from  the  fpot, 
eleven  wounded  but  able  to  march,  and  nine 
who  had  received  uo  hurt.     It  was  rnelan- 
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1725.  choly  to  leave  their  dying  companions  behind^ 
but  there  was  no  poffibility  of  removing 
them.  One  of  them,  enfign  Robbins,  defired 
them  to  lay  his  gun  by  him  charged,  that  if 
the  Indians  fhould  return  before  his  death 
he  might  be  able  to  kill  one  more.  After 
the  riling  of  the  moon,  they  quitted  the  fatal 
fpot,  and  diredled  their  march  toward  the 
•  fort,  where  the  furgeon  and  guard  had  been 
left.  To  their  great  furprife  they  found  it 
deferted.  In  the  beginning  of  the  adlion, 
one  man,  (whofe  name  has  not  been  thought 
worthy  to  be  tranfmitted  to  poflerity)  quit- 
ted the  field,  and  fled  to  the  fort ;  where,  in 
the  ftyle  of  Job's  meflengers, 'he  informed 
them  of  Lovewell's  death,  and  the  defeat  of 
the  whole  company  ;  upon  which  they  made 
the  bed  of  their  way  home  ;  leaving  a  quan- 
tity of  bread  and  pork,  which  was  a  feafona- 
ble  relief  to  the  retreating  furvivors.  From 
this  place  they  endeavoured  to  get  home. 
Lieutenant  Farwell  and  the  chaplain,  who 
had  the  journal  of  the  march  in  his  pocket,  and 
one  more,  periflied  in  the  woods,  for  want  of 
dreffing  for  their  wounds.  The  others,  after 
enduring  the  mofl  fevere  hardfhips,  came  in 
one  after  another,  and  were  not  only  received 
with  joy,  but  were  recompenfed  for  their  valor, 
and  fufferings  ;  and  a  generous  provifion  was 
made  for  the  widows  and  children  of  the 
flain. 

A  party  from  the  frontiers  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  were  ordered  out  to  bury  the  dead  ;  but 
by  foine  miftake  did  not  reach  the  place  of 
adlion.  Colonel  Tyng,  with  a  company  from 
Dunflable,  went  to  the  fpot,  and  having  found 
the  bodies  of  twelve,  buried  them,  and  carv- 


this  engagement  happened,  it  *£** 
>rted  in  Portfmouth,  at  the  dift-  diJ5 


wars. 
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their  names  on  the  trees  where  the  battle    1725. 

fought.  At  a  little  dillance  he  found 
three  Indian  graves,  which  he  opened  ; 
one  of  the  bodies  was  known  to  be  their 
warrior  Paugus.  He  alfo  obferved  tracks  of 
blood,  on  the  ground,  to  a  great  diftance  from 
the  fcene  of  action.  It  was  remarked  that  a 
week  before 
had  been  report 

ance  of  eighty  mile,  with  but  little  variation 
from  the  truth.  Such  incidents  were  not 
uncommon,  and  could  fcarcely  deferve  no- 
tice, if  they  did  not  indicate  that  a  tafte  for 
the  marvellous  was  not  extinguifhed  in  the 
minds  of  the  moft  fober  and  rational. 

This  was  one  of  the  mod  fierce  and  obflinate 
battles  which  had  been  fought  with  the  In- 
dians. They  had  riot  only  the  advantage  of 
numbers,  but  of  placing  themfelves  in  am- 
bufh,  and  waiting  with  deliberation  the  mo- 
ment of  attack.  Thefecircumflances  gave  them 
a  degree  of  ardor  and  impetuofity.  Lovewell 
and  his  men,  though  difappointed  of  meeting 
the  enemy  in  their  front,  expected  and  deter* 
mined  to  fight.  The  fall  of  their  command- 
er, and  more  than  one  quarter  of  their  num- 
ber, in  the  firfl  onfet,  was  greatly  difcourage- 
ing  ;  but  they  knew  that  the  lituation  to 
which  they  were  reduced,  and  their  diftance 
from  the  frontiers,  cut  off  all  hope  of  fafety 
from  flight.  In  thefe  circumftances,  pru* 
dence  as  well  as  valor  dictated  a  continuance 
of  the  engagement,  and  a  refufal  to  furren- 
der ;  until  the  enemy,  awed  by  their  brave  re- 
fiftance,  and  weakened  by  their  own  lofs, 
yielded  them  the  honor  of  the  field.  After 

H 
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1725,    this  encounter  the   Indians   rended  no  more 
at  Pigwacket,  till  the  peace.* 

The  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil, 
Governor  of  Canada,  was  fo  flagrant  a  breach 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  fubfifting  between  the 
Crowns  of  England  and  France,  that  it  was 
thought,  a  fpirited  remonftrance  might  make 
him  aihamed,  and  produce  fome  beneficial 
effects.  With  this  view,  the  General  Court 
of  MaiTachufetts  propofed  to  the  Colonies  of 
New- York,  Connecticut,  Rhodeiiland  and 
New-Hampfhire,  to  join  in  fending  Commi£- 
fioners  to  Canada  on  this  errand.  New- 
Hampfhire  was  the  only  one  which  confent- 
ed  ;  and  Theodore  Atkinfon  was  appointed 
on  their  part,  to  join  with  William  Dudley 
and  famuel  Thaxter  on  the  part  of  Maffachu- 
fets.§ 

The  inftrudtions  which  they  received  from 

the    Lieutenant   Governors,    Dummer    and 

Wentworth,  by    advice    of  the  Council  and 

Affembly  of  each  Province,  were  nearly  fimi- 

Matochu-  lar.     They  were  to  demand  of  the  French 

N"  HTmp.  Governor,  reflitution  of  the  captives  who  had 

ihire  RCC,    foeen  carried  into  Canada  ;  to  remonflrate  to 

him  on  his  injuftice  and  breach  of  friendfhip, 

in  countenancing  the  Indians  in  their  hofli- 

lities  againft  the  people  of  New  England  ;  to 

infift  on  his   withdrawing  his  affiftance  for 

the  future  ;  and  to  obferve  to  him,  that  if  in 

the  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  our  Indian 

'  *  This  account  of  Love  well's  battle  is  collcded  from  the  authorities 
ei'ed  in  the  margin,  and  from  the  verbal  information  of  aged  and  intelli- 
gent perfon*.  The  names  of  the  dead,  on  the  trees,  and  the  holes  where 
balls  had  entered  and  been  cut  out,  were  plainly  vifiblc,  when  I  was  on 
the  fpot  in  1784.  The  trees  had  the  appearance  of  being  very  old,  and 
one  of  them  was  fallen. 

§  Mr.  Hutchinfou  in  his  hiftory,  has  not  faid   a  word  refpe<SKcg  thU 
embaily. 
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allies,  fhould  in  their  purfuit  of  the  enemy 
commit  hoflilities  againfl  the  French,  the 
blame  would  be  entirely  chargable  to  himfelf. 
If  the  French  Governor  or  the  Indians, 
mould  make  any  overtures  for  peace,  they 
were  empowered  to  give  them  pafTports,  to 
come  either  to  Boflon  or  Portsmouth,  for 
that  purpofe,  and  to  return  ;  but  they  were 
not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  them.  The 
commiilbners  were  alfo  furmfhed  with  the 
original  letters  of  Vaudreuil  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  New-  England,  and  to  the  Jefuit 
Ralle,  and  with  copies  of  the  feveral  treaties 
which  had  been  made  with  the  Indians.  The  Jan-  ao- 
gentlemen  went  by  the  way  of  Albany, 
and  over  the  lakes,  on  the  ice,  to  Montreal, 
where  they  arrived  after  a  tedious  and  dan-  March  *' 
gerous  journey. 

The  Marquis,  who  happened  to  be  at  Mont- 
real, received  and  entertained  them  with 
much  politenefs.  Having  delivered  their 
letters,  and  produced  their  commiffions,  they 
prefented  their  remoiiftrance  in  writing,  and 
made  the  feveral  demands  agreeably  to  their  in- 
ftruclions  ;  ufing  this  among  other  arguments, 

*  Thofe  Indians  dwell  either  in  the  dominions 

*  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  or  in  the  ter- 
'  ritories  of  the  French  King:  If  in  the  French 

*  King's  dominions,  the  violation  of  the  peace  Atkfnfon'* 
'  is   very  flagrant,  they  then  being  his  fub-  J£s<  Joa 

'  jeds  ;  but  if  they  are  fubjecls  of  the  Britifh 
4  Crown,  then  much   more  is  it  a  breach  of 

*  the  peace,  to  excite  a  rebellion  among  the 
4  fubjecls  of  his  Majefty  of  Great-Britain.' 

The  Governor  gave  them  no  written  an- 
fwer  ;  but  denied  that  the  Abenaquis  were 
under  his  government,  and  that  he  had  either 
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1725*  encouraged  or  fupplied  them  for  the  purpoie 
of  War.  He  faid  that  he  confide  red  them  as 
an  independent  nation,  and  that  the  war  was 
undertaken  by  them,  in  defence  of  their  lands, 
which  had  been  invaded  by  the  people  of 
New-England.  The  commiffioners  in  reply, 
informed  him,  that  the  lands  for  which  the 
Indians  had  quarrelled,  were  fairly  purchafed 
of  their  anceftors,  and  had  been  for  many 
years  inhabited  by  the  Englifh.  They  pro- 
duced his  own  letters  to  the  Governors  of 
New-England,  in  which  he  had  (inctofiftent- 
ly,  and  perhaps  inadvertently)  ilyled  thefe 
Indians  *  fubjects  of  the  King  of  France.* 
They  alfo  alleged  the  feveral  treaties  held 
with  them  as  evidence  that  they  had  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  fubjects  of  the  Britim 
Crown  ;  and,  to  his  great  mortification,  they 
alfo  produced  his  own  original  letters  to  the 
Jefuit  Ralle,  which  had  been  taken  at  Nor- 
ridgwog,  in  which  the  evidence  of  his  affift- 
ing  and  encouraging  them  in  the  war  was 
too  flagrant  to  admit  of  palliation*  Farther 
to  ftrengthen  this  part  of  their  argument, 
they  prefented  to  the  Governor,  a  Mohawk 
whom  they  had  met  with  at  Montreal,  who, 
according  to  his  own  voluntary  acknowledg- 
ment, had  been  fupplied  by  the  Governor 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  provision  to  en- 
gage in  the  war,  and  had  killed  one  man  and 
taken  another  whom  he  had  fold  in  Canada. 
In  addition  to  what  was  urged  by  the  Com- 
mifiioners  in  general  ;  Mr.  Atkinfon,  on  the 
part  of  New-Hampmire,  entered  into  a  par- 
ticular remonflrance  ;  alleging  that  the  In- 
dians had  no  caufe  of  controverfy  with  that 
Province,  the  lands  in  queftion  being  out  of 
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:heir  claim.  To  this  the  Governor  anfwered,  1725. 
that  New-Hampfhire  was  a  part  of  the  fame 
nation,  and  the  Indians  could  make  no  di£- 
tinclion.  Atkinfon  afked  him  why  they  did 
not  for  the  fame  reafon  make  war  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Albany  ?  The  Governor  anfwered, 

*  The  people  of  Albany  have  fent  a  melTage 
c  to  pray  me  to  reftrain  the  favages  from  mo- 

*  letting  them  ;  in  a  manner  very  different 

*  from  your  demands  :'  To  which  Atkinfon 
with  equal   fpirit  replied,  *  Your  Lordlhip 

*  then  is  the  right  perfon,  for  our   Govern- 

*  ments  to  apply  to,  if  the  Indians  are  fubject 

*  to  your  orders.' 

Finding  himfelf  thus  clofely  prefled,  he 
promifed  to  do  what  lay  in  his  power  to  bring 
them  to  an  accommodation,  and  to  reftore 
thofe  captives  who  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  on  the  payment  of  what  they  had 
coft  ;  and  he  engaged  to  fee  that  no  unrea- 
fonable  demands  fhould  be  made  by  the  per- 
fons  who  held  them  in  fervitude  ;  as  to  thofe 
who  flill  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  In- 
dians, he  {aid,  he  had  no  power  over  them, 
and  could  not  engage  for  their  redemption. 
He  complained  in  his  turn,  of  the  Governor 
of  New-York,  for  building  a  fort  on  the  riv- 
er Onondago,  and  faid,  that  he  fhould  look 
upon  that  proceeding  as  a  breach  of  the  trea- 
ty of  peace  ;  and  he  boailed  that  he  had  the 
five  nations  of  the  Iroquois  fo  much  under 
his  influence,  that  he  could  at  any  time,  caufe 
them  to  make  war  upon  the  fubjecls  of  Great- 
Britain. 

The  Commiffioners  employed  themfelves 
very  diligently  in  their  inquiries  reflecting 
the  captives,  and  in  fettling  the  terms  of  their 
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1725.  redemption.  They  fucceeded  in  effecting 
the  ranfoni  of  fixteen,  and  engaging  for  ten 
others.  The  Governor  obliged  the  French, 
who  held  them,  to  abate  of  their  cismands  ; 
but  after  all,  they  were  paid  for  at  an  exor- 
bitant rate.  He  was  extremely  defirous,  that 
the  gentlemen  fhould  have  an  interview  with 
the  Indians,  who  were  at  war  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  fent  for  a  number  of  them  from  the 
village  of  St.  Francis,  and  kept  them  conceal- 
ed in  Montreal.  The  Commiflioners  had  re- 
peatedly told  him,  that  they  had  no  power 
to  treat  with  them,  and  that  they  would  not 
fpeak  to  them  unlefs  they  fhould  defire  peace. 
At  his  requeft,  the  chiefs  of  the  Nipiffins  vif- 
ited  the  Commiflioners,  and  faid  that  they 
difapproved  the  war  which  their  children  the 
Abenaquis  had  inade,  and  would  perfuade 
them  to  afk  for  peace.  After  a  variety  of 
manoeuvres,  the  Governor  at  length  promif- 
ed  the  Commiffioners,  that  if  they  would  con- 
fent  to  meet  the  Indians  at  his  houfe,  they 
fhould  fpeak  firft.  This  aflurance  produced 
an  interview  ;  and  the  Indians  aiked  the 
Commiflioners  whether  they  would  make 
propofals  of  peace  ?  they  anfwered,  No.  The 
Indians  then  propofed,  that  '  if  the  Englifh 

*  would  demolim  all  their  forts,  and  remove 

*  one  mile  weftward  of  Saco  river  ;  if  they 
c  would  rebuild  their  church  at  Norridgwog, 
'  and  reftore  to  them  their  pricft^  they  would  be 

*  brothers  again.'     The    Commiflioners  told 
them  that  they  had  no  warrant  to  treat  with 
them  ;  but  if  they  were  difpofed  for  peace, 
they  fhould  have   fafe  conduct  to  and  from 
Bofton  or  Portsmouth  ;  and   the   Governor 
promifed  to  fend  his  fon  with  them  to  fee  ju£- 
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tice  done.     They  anfwered,  that   *  this  was    1725. 

*  the  only  place  to  conclude  peace,  as  the  na- 

*  tions  were  near  and  could  readily  attend.* 
The  Governor  would  have  had  them  recede 

rom  their  propofals,  which  he  faid  were  un- 
eafonable,  and  make  others  ;  but  father  Le 
hafe,  a  Jefuit,  being  prefent,  and  acting  as 
interpreter  for  the  Indians,  embarraflbd  the 
matter  fo  much  that  nothing  more  was  pro- 
pofed.  It  was  obferved  by  the  commiffion- 
ers,  that  when  they  converfed  with  the  Gov- 
ernor alone,  they  found  him  more  candid  and 
open  to  conviction,  than  when  Le  Chafe,  or 
any  other  Jefuit  was  prefent ;  and,  through 
the  whole  of  their  negociation,  it  evidently 
appeared,  that  the  Governor  himfelf,  as  well 
as  the  Indians,  were  fubject  to  the  powerful 
influence  of  thefe  ecclefiaftics  ;  of  whom  there 
was  a  feminary  in  Canada,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Abbe  de  Belmont. 

Having  completed  their  bufinefs,  and  the 
rivers  and  lakes  being  clear  of  ice,  the  Com- 
miffioners  took  their  leave  of  the  Governor, 
and  fet  out  on  their  return,  with  the  redeem- 
ed captives,  and  a  guard  of  foldiers,  which 
the  Governor  ordered  to  attend  them,  as  far 
as  Crown-point.  They  went  down  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  then 
up  that  river  to  Chamblee,  and  through  the 
lakes  to  fort  Nicholfon.  After  a  pleafant 
pafTage,  of  feven  days,  they  arrived  at  Albany.  Ma?  '• 

Here  they  found  Commiffioners  of  Indian 
affairs  for  the  Province  of  New- York,  to  whom 
they  communicated  the  obfervations  which 
they  had  made  in  Canada,  and  what  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil  had  faid  refpecting  the  five 
nations,  and  the  fort  at  Onandago,  There 
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1725.  being  a  deputation  from  thefe  nations  at  Aj- 
bany,  they  held  a  conference  with  them,  and 
gave  them  belts  ;  requeuing  their  afliflance 
in  eftablifhing  a  peace  with  the  Abenaquis. 
From  this  place  Mr.  Atkiiifon  wrote  to  M» 
Cavanielle,  fon  of  the  Marquis,  acknowledg- 
ing the  polite  reception  the  Commiffioners 
had  met  with  from  the  family  ;  fubjoining  a 
copy  of  the  information  which  they  had  giv- 
en to  the  Commimoners  of  New- York  ;  and 
promifing,  that  a  due  reprefentation  fliould  be 
made,  to  the  Kings  of  England  and  France, 
on  the  fubjedl  of  their  negociation. 

The  report  of  the  Commiffioners  being 
laid  before  the  Aflemblies  of  MafTachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire,  it  was  determined  to 
profecute  the  war  with  vigor.  Orders  were 
iffued  for  the  defence  and  fupply  of  the  fron- 
tjers^  an(j  for  t|ie  encouragement  of  ranging 
parties,  both  volunteers  and  militia.  A  pe- 
tition was  fent  to  the  King,  complaining  of 
the  French  Governor,  and  defiring  that  or- 
ders might  be  given  to  the  other  Colonies  of 
New-England,  and  to  New-York,  to  furnifh 
their  quotas  of  affiftance,  in  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  ;  and  letters  were  written 
to  the  Governor  of  New-York,  requeuing 
that  fuch  of  the  hoflile  Indians  as  fhould  re- 
fort  to  Albany,  might  be  feized  and  fecured. 

The  good  effedls  of  this  miffion  to  Canada 
were  foon  vifible.  One  of  the  Indian  hofla- 
ges  who  had  been  detained  at  Boflon  through 
the  whole  war,  together  with  one  who  had 
been  taken,  were  allowed  on  their  parole,  to 
vifit  their  countrymen ;  and  they  returned 
with  a  requefl  for  peace.  Commiilioners  from 
both  Provinces  went  to  St.  George's  ;  where 
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j  conference  was  held,  which  ended  in  a  pro-  1725* 
]>ofal  for  a  farther  treaty  at  Boflon.  In  the 
mean  time,  fome  of  the  enemy  were  difpofed 
lor  further  mifchief.  Thofe  who  had  been 
concerned  in  taking  Hanfon's  family  at  Dover, 
in  a  fhort  time  after  their  redemption  and 
return,  came  down  with  a  defign  to  take  them 
again,  as  they  had  threatened  them  before 
they  left  Canada.  When  they  had  come  near  -Sept.  «£. 
the  houfe,  they  obferved  fome  people  at  work 
in  a  neighbouring  field,  by  which  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  them  to  pafs,  both  in  going  and 
returning.  This  obliged  them  to  alter  their 
purpofe,  and  conceal  themfelves  in  a  barn, 
till  they  were  ready  to  attack  them.  Two 
women  paiTed  by  the  barn,  while  they  were 
in  it,  and  had  juil  reached  the  garrifon  as  the 
guns  were  fired.  They  (hot  Benjamin  Evans 
dead  on  the  fpot ;  wounded  William  Evans 
and  cut  his  throat  ;  John  Evans  received  a 
flight  wound  in  the  breaft,  which  bleeding 
plentifully,  deceived  them,  and  thinking  him 
dead,  they  dripped  and  fcalped  him :  He  bore 
the  painful  operation  without  difcovering  a- 
ny  iigns  of  life,  though  all  the  time  in  his 
perfecl  fenfes,  and  continued  in  the  feigned 
appearance  of  death,  till  they  had  turned  him 
over,  and  ilruck  him  feveral  blows  with  their 
guns,  and  left  him  for  dead.  After  they  were 
gone  off  he  rofeand  walked,  naked  and  bloody, 
toward  the  garrifon  ;  but  on  meeting  his 
friends  by  the  way  dropped,  fainting  on  the 
ground,  and  being  covered  with  a  blanket  was 
conveyed  to  the  houfe.  He  recovered  and 
lived  fifty  years.  A  purfuit  was  made  after 
the  enemy,  but  they  got  off  undifcovered, 
carrying  with  them  Benjamin  Evans,  junior^ 
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1725.  a  Jad  of  thirteen  years  old,  to  Canada,  whence 
he  was  redeemed  as  ufual  by  a  charitable  col- 
lection. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  of  the   enemy  in 
New-Hampihire.     In  three  months,  the  trea- 

Dec,  15.  ty  which  they  defired  was  held  at  Boflon,  and 
the  next  fpring  ratified  at  Falmouth.  A  peace 
was  concluded  in  the  ufual  form  ;  which  was 
followed  by  reftraining  all  private  traffic 
with  the  Indians,  and  eftabliihing  truck-houf- 
es  in  convenient  places,  where  they  were  fup- 
on  plied  with  the  neceflaries  of  life,  on  the  mofl 
advantageous  terms.  Though  the  govern- 
ments on  the  whole,  were  lofers  by  the  trade, 
yet  it  was  a  more  honorable  way  of  preferv- 
ing  the  peace,  than  if  an  acknowledgment  had 
been  made  to  the  Indians  in  any  other  man- 
ner. 

None  of  the  other  Colonies  of  New  Eng- 
lanc}  bore  any  mare  in  the  expenfes  or  calarrt- 
ities  of  this  war  ;  and  New-Hampihire  did 
not  fuffer  lo  much  as  in  former  wars  ;  partly 
by  reafon  of  the  more  extended  frontier  oi 
Maflachufetts,  both  on.  the  eaflern  and  we£ 
tern  parts,  againft  the  former  of  which  th< 
enemy  directed  their  greatefl  fury  ;  and  part- 
ly by  reafon  of  the  fuecefs  of  the  ranging 
parties,  who  conftantly  traverfed  the  wood* 
as  far  northward  as  the  White  Mountains, 
The  militia  at  this  time  was  completely  train- 
ed for  active  fervice  ;  every  man  of  fort) 
years  of  age  having  feen  more  than  twenty 
years  of  war.  They  had  been  ufed  to  han- 
dle their  arms  from  the  age  of  childhood,  anc 
.  mod  of  them,  by  long  practice,  had  become 
excellent  markfmen,  and  good  hunters.  The] 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  lurking  place: 
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cf  the  enemy ;  and  poffefled  a  degree  of  har-  172<5L> 
t'lnefs  and  intrepidity,  which  can  be  acquired 
only  by  the  habitude  of  thofe  fcenes  of  dan- 
ger and  fatigue,  to  which  they  were  daily  ex- 
pofed.  They  had  alfo  imbibed  from  their 
infancy  a  ftrong  antipathy  to  the  favage  na- 
tives ;  which  was  ftrengthened  by  repeated 
horrors  of  blood  and  defolation,  and  not  ob- 
literated by  the  intercourfe  which  they  had 
with  them  in  time  of  peace.  As  the  Indians 
frequently  reibrted  to  the  frontier  towns  in 
time  of  fcarcity,  it  was  common  for  them  to 
vilit  the  families  whom  they  had  injured  in 
war  ;  to  recount  the  circumftances  of  death 
and  torture  which  had  been  praclifed  on  their 
friends  ;  and  when  provoked  or  intoxicated, 
to  threaten  a  repetition  of  fuch  infults  in  fu- 
ture wars.  To  bear  fuch  treatment  required 
more  than  human  patience ;  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  fecret  murders  were  fometimes 
the  confequence  of  theie  harm  provocations. 
Certain  it  is,  that  when  any  perfon  was  arrefl- 
ed,  for  killing  an  Indian  in  time  of  peace,  he 
was  either  forcibly  refcued  from  the  hands 
of  juflice,  or  if  brought  to  trial,  invariably 
acquitted  ;  it  being  impoffible  to  impannel  a 
jury  fome  of  whom  had  not  fuffered  by  the 
Indians,  either  in  their  perfons  or  families. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

admhnftration  continued.  fiuRN&T'sjbort  admin' 
ijlration.  BELCHER  fucceeds  hhn.  Mr£t*'riroRTh>5  death  and' 
charafler. 

•i 

DURING  the  war,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  had  managed  the  executive  depart- 
ment with  much  prudence  ;  the  people  were 
fatisfied  with  his   ad  mini  ft  ration,  and  enter- 
tained an  affection  for  him,  which  was  ex- 
prefTed  not  only  by  words,  but  by  frequent 
1726.    grants  of  money,  in  the  General  AfTembly, 
January  5,  When  he  returned  from  Bofton,  where  the 
treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  they  prefented 
tx>  him  an  addrefs  of  congratulation,  and  told 
him  that  c  his  abfence  had  feemed  long ;  but 
General      *  ^Q  ^erv'lCQ  ne  had  done  them  filled  their 
court  RCO  «  hearts  with  fatisfadion.'     This  addrefs  was 
followed  by  a  grant  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
He  had,  juft  before,  confented  to  an  emiffion 
of  two  thoufand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  to 
be  paid,  one  half  in  the  year  1735,  and  the 
other  half  in  1736.     An  excife  was   laid  for 
three  years,  and  was  farmed  for  three  hun- 
dred pounds. 

The  diviiional  line  between  the  Provinces 
of  New-Hampfhire  and  Maflachufetts  was 
yet  unfettlecl,  and  in  addition  to  the  ufual 
difadvantages  occafioned  by  this  long  neglecl, 
a  new  one  arofe.  By  the  coiiflrudlion  which 
MafTachufetts  put  on  their  charter,  all  the 
lands  three  miles  northward  of  the  river 
Merrimack  were  within  their  limits.  On 
this  principle,  a  grant  had  formerly  been 
made  to  Governor  Endicot,  of  fome  lands  at 
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Penacook  ;  which  had  been  the  feat  of  a  nu-  1726. 
merous  and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians.  The 
quality  of  the  land  at  that  place  invited  the 
attention  of  adventurers  from  Andover,Brad-  fett8  RccT 
ford  and  Haverhill  j  to  whom  a  grant  was 
made  of  a  townfhip,  feven  miles  fquare;  com- 
prehending the  lands  on  both  fides  of  the 
Merrimack,  extending  fouthwardly  from  the 
branch  called  Contoocook.  This  grant  a- 
wakened  the  attention  of  others  ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  Maflachufetts  Afiembly,  Dcc*  "v 
for  a  line  of  townfiiips,  to  extend  from  Dun- 
flable  on  Merrimack,  to  Northfield  on  Con- 
necticut river  ;  but  the  motion  was  not  im- 
mediately adopted.  The  Affembly  of  New- 
Hampmlre  was  alarmed.  Newman,  their 
agent,  had  been  a  long  time  at  the  Britifh 
Court,  foliciring  the  fettlemeiit  of  the  line, 
and  a  fupply  of  military  fkores  for  the  fort. 
Frefli  inftrudions  were  fent  to  him  to  expe- 
dite the  buiinefs,  and  to  fubmit  the  fettlement 
of  the  line  to  the  King.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  go  to  Penacook,  to  confer  with  £:  Hat"p- 
a  committee  of  Maffachufetts,  then  employed 
in  laying  out  the  lands,  and  to  remonflrate 
againfh  their  proceeding.  A  furvey  of  other 
lands  near  Winipifeogee  lake,  was  order- 
ed  ;  that  it  might  be  known,  what  number 
of  townfhips  could  be  laid  out,  independently 
of  the  Maffachufetts  claim.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  heirs  of  Allen  renewed  their  endea- 
vours, and  one  of  them,  John  Hobby,  peti- 
tioned the  Affembly  to  compound  with  him 
for  his  claim  to  half  the  Province  ;  but  the 
only  anfwer  which  he  could  obtain  was  that 
*  the  Courts  of  law  were  competent  to  the  de- 
<  termination  of  titles,'  and  his  petition  was 
difmiffed.  , 
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1726,  Both  Provinces  became  earneftly  engaged. 
Maflachufetts    propofed   to  New-Hampfhire 
the  appointment  of  commiflioners,  to  eftab- 
lifh  the  line.     The  New-Hampfhire  Aflem- 
bly  refufed,  becaufe  they  had  fubmitted  the 
caie  to  the  King.     The  Maflachufetts  people, 
forefeeing  that  the  refult  of  this  application 
might  prove  unfavorable  to  their  claim  of  ju- 
rifdiclion,  were  folicitous  to  fecure  to  them- 
felves  the  property  of  .the  lands  in  queftioii. 
Accordingly,  the  propofed  line  of  townihips 
being  furveyed,  '  pretences  were  encouraged 
i  and  even  fought  after,  to  entitle  perfons  to 
<  ^Q  grantees/     The  defendants  of  the   offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  who  had  been  employed  in 
expeditions  againft  the  Narraganfet  Indians, 
and  againft  Canada,  in  the  preceding  centu- 
ry, were  admitted  ;  and  the  furvivors  of  the 

Hf«f  RCC"  *ate  Captain  Lovewell's  company,  with  the 
heirs  of  the  deceafed,  had  a  felect  tract  grant- 
ed to  them  at  Suncook.  There  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  gratitude  in  making  thefe  grants, 
and  there  would  have  been  policy  in  it,  had 
the  grantees  been  able  to  comply  with  the 

1727.  conditions.     New-Hampfhire    followed  the 
example,  and  made  grants  of  the   townftiips 

aoay :  of  Epfom,  Chichefter,  Barnftead,  Canterbury, 
Gilmantown  and  Bow.  All  thefe,  excepting 
the  lad,  were  undoubtedly  within  their  lim- 
its ;  but  the  grant  of  Bow  interfered  with 
the  grants  which  Maflachufetts  had  made,  at 
Penacook  and  Suncook,  and  gave  rife  to  a 
litigation,  tedious,  expenfive,  and  of  forty 
years  continuance. 

Thefe  tracts  of  land  granted  by  both  Prov- 
inces were  too  numerous  and  extenfive.  It 
was  impracticable  to  fulfil  the  conditions,  on 
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which  the  grants  were  made.  Had  the  fame  1727, 
liberal  policy  prevailed  here  as  in  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  had  the  importation  of  emigrants 
from  abroad  been  encouraged,  the  country 
might  have  been  foon  filled  with  inhabitants  ; 
but  the  people  of  Londonderry  were  already 
looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  a  farther 
intruiion  of  ftrangers  was  feared,  lefl;  they 
fhould  prove  a  burden  and  charge  to  the 
community.  People  could  not  be  fpared 
from  the  old  towns.  Penacook  was  almoil 
the  only  fettlement  which  was  effected  by 
emigrants  from  MafTachufetts.  A  imall  be- 
ginning was  made,  by  the  New-Hampiliire 
proprietors,  at  Bow,  on  Suncook  river  ;  but 
the  moil  of  the  intermediate  country  remain- 
ed uncultivated  for  many  years.  Schemes 
of  fettlement  were  indeed  continually  form- 
ing ;  meetings  of  proprietors  were  frequent- 
ly held,  and  an  avaricious  fpirit  of  fpeculat- 
ing  in  landed  property  prevailed  ;  but  the 
real  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  country 
inftead  of  being  promoted  were  retarded. 

On  the  death  of  King  George  I  ;  the  Af- 
fernbly,  which  had  fubiiiled  five   years,   was  **:  HansF- 
of  courfe  diflblved  ;  and   writs  for  the  elec-  NOV.  »i. 
tion  of  another   were  iffued    in  the  name  of 
George   II.     The  long  continuance    of  this 
AfTembly  was  principally  owing  to   the  ab- 
fence  of  Governor  Shute,  in  whofe  admimf- 
tration  it  commenced  ;  and   the  uncertainty 
of  his  return  or  the  appointment  of  a  fuccef- 
for.     It  had  been  deemed  a  grievance,  and 
an  attempt  had  been  made  in- 1 724   to   limit 
the  duration  of  Affemblies  to  three  years,  in 
conformity  to  the  ci^ftom   of   England.     At  DCC.  *j, 
the  meeting  of  the  new  Affembly,  the  firft 
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1727.  bufinefs  which  they  took  up  was  to  move  for 
a  triennial  act.  The  Lieutenant  Governor 
was  difpofed  to  gratify  them.  Both  Houfes 
agreed  in  framing  an  act  for  a  triennial  Af- 
fembly,  in  which  the  duration  of  the  prefent 
Affembly  was  limited  to  three  years  (unlefs 
fooner  diflblved  by  the  commander  in  chief) 
writs  were  to  ifTue  fifteen  days  at  leaft,  before 
a  new  election  ;  the  qualification  of  a  repre- 
fentative  was  declared  to  be  a  freehold  eftate 
Kd.tion  of  Gf  three  hundred  pounds  value.  The  quali- 
1771*  page  fication  of  an  elector  was  a  real  eftate  of  fifty 
pounds,  within  the  town  or  precinct  where 
the  election  fhould  be  made  ;  but  habitancy 
was  not  required  in  either  cafe  ;  the  felect- 
men  of  the  town,  with  the  moderator  of  the 
meeting,  were  conftituted  judges  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  electors,  faving  an  appeal  to  the 
.Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  This  act  having 
*been  pafTed,  in  due  form,  received  the  royal 
approbation,  and  was  the  only  act  which 
could  be  called  a  conftkution  or  form  of 
Government,  eftablifhed  by  the  people  of 
New-Hampfhire  ;  all  other  parts  of  their  gov- 
ernment being  founded  on  royal  commiffions 
and  inftructions.  But  this  act  was  defective, 
in  not  determining  by  whom  the  writs  fhould 
'be  ifTued,  and  in  not  defcribing  the  places 
.from  which  Reprefentatives  fhould  be  called, 
either  by  name,  extent  or  population.  This 
defect  gave  birth  to  a  long  and  bitter  contro- 
werfy,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter. 

The  triennial  act  being  paiTed,  the  Houfe 
were  difpofed  to  make  other  alterations  in 
the  government.  An  appeal  was  allowed  in 
all  civil  cafes  from  the  inferior  to  the  fuperi- 
or  court ;  if  the  matter  in  controverfy  ex- 
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ceeded  one  hundred  pounds,  another  appeal  1727. 
was  allowed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  ; 
and  if  it  exceeded  three  hundred  pounds,  to 
the  King  in  Council.  The  appeal  to  the 
Governor  in  Council  was  firft  eflablifhed  by 
Cutt's  commiflion,  and  continued  by  fubfe- 
quent  commiffions  and  inilruclions.  In 
Queen  Anne's  time,  it  was  complained  of  as 
a  grievance,  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
received  appeals  and  decided  caufes,  without 
taking  an  oath  to  do  juftice.  An  oath  was 
then  prefcribed  and  taken.  The  authority 
of  this  court  had  been  recognifed  by  feveral 
claufes  in  the  laws  ;  but  was  difreliflied  by 
many  of  the  people  ;  partly  becaufe  the  judg- 
es who  had  before  decided  cafes,  were  gene- 
rally members  of  the  Council  ;  partly  be- 
caufe no  jury  was  admitted  in  this  court  of 
appeal  ;  and  partly  .becaufe  no  fuch  inftitu- 
tion  was  known  in  the  neighbouring  Prov- 
ince of  MafTachufetts.  The  Houfe  moved 
for  a  repeal  of  the  feveral  claufes  in  the  laws 
relative  to  this  obnoxious  court  ;  the  Coun- 
cil non-concurred  their  vote,  and  referred 
them  to  the  royal  inftruclions.  The  Houfe 
perfifled  in  their  endeavors,  and  the  Council 
in  their  oppofition.  Both  fides  grew  warm, 
and  there  was  no  profpect  of  an  accommoda- 
tion. The  Lieutenant  Governor  put  an  end 
to  the  feffion,  and  foon  after  diflblved  the  A£- 
fembly  by  proclamation. 

A  new  AfTembly  was  called  ;  the  fame  per- 
fons,  with  but  two  or  three  exceptions,  were 
re-elecled,  and  the  fame  fpirit  appeared  in  all 
their  tranfactions.  They  chofe  for  their 
fpeaker  Nathaniel  Weare,  who  had  been 
fpeaker  of  the  former  AiTembly,  and  having 
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1 728.  as  ufual  preferred  him  to  the  Lieutenant  GOT- 
ernor,  he  negatived  the  choice.  The  Houfe 
defired  to  know  by  what  authority  ;  he  pro- 
duced his  eommiffion  ;  nothing  appeared  in, 
that,  which  iatisfied  them  ;  and  they  adjourn- 
ed from  day  to  day  without  doing  any  bufi- 
nefs.  After  niae  days  they  chofe  another 
Speaker,  Andrew  Wiggin,  and  fent  up  the 
vote,  with  a  preamble,  juftifying  their  form- 
er choice.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  approv- 
ed the  Speaker^  but  disapproved  the  pre- 
amble ;  and  thus  the  controverfy  clofed,  each 
fide  retaining  their  own  opinion.  The  fpeech- 
es  and  meffages  from  the  chair,  and  the  an- 
fwers  from  the  Houfe,  during  this  feffiony 
were  filled  with  reproaches  ;  the  public  bufi- 
nefs  was  conducted  with  ill  humour,  and  the 
Houfe  carried  their  oppofition  fo  far  as  to 
pafs  a  vote  for  addreffing  the  King  to  annex 
the  Province  to  MafTachufetts  ;  to  this  vote 
the  Council  made  no  anfwer.  But  as  a  new 
Governor  was  expected,  they  agreed  in  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  both  Houfes  to  go  rx> 
Bofton,  and  compliment  him  on  his  arrival. 
The  expected  Governor  was  WILLIAM 
BUR  NET,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Bifhop  of 
Sarum,  whofe  name  was  dear  to  the  people 
of  New-England,  as  a  fleady  and  active  friend 
to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Mr.  Burnet 
was  a  man  of  good  underftanding  and  polite 
literature  ;  fond  of  books  and  of  the  conver- 
fation  of  literary  men  ;  but  an  enemy  to  of- 
tentation  and  parade.  He  had  been  Gov- 
ernor of  New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  and 
quitted  thofe  Provinces  with  reludlance,  to 
make  way  for  another  per  fon,  for  whom  the 
Britifli  Miniftry  had  to  provide.  Whilft  at 
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New- York,  he  was  very  popular,  and  his  fame  1728. 
having  reached  New-England,  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people  were  much  railed  on  the 
news  of  his  appointment,  to  the  Government 
of  MafTachufetts  and  New-Hampihire.  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Wentworth  characlerifed 
him  in  one  of  his  fpeeches  as  *  a  gentleman  of 

*  known  worth,  having  juflly   obtained  an 
c  univerfal  regard  from  all  who  have  had  the 

*  honor  to  be  under  his  government.'     Ke  was  Jul7  ** 
received  with  much  parade  at  Boilon,  whith- 
er the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  with  a  committee  of  the  Council    and 
Affembly,  went  to  compliment  him  on  his 
arrival.* 

Mr.  Burnet  had  pofitive  inftnic*iions  from 
the  crown  to  infift  on  the  eftabliihment  of  a 
permanent  falary  in  both  his  Provinces.  He 
began  with  Maflachufetts,  and  held  a  long 
controverfy  with  the  General  Court  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  In  New-Hanipmire,  a  precedent  had  been 
eflablifhed  in  the  adminiftration  of  Dudley, 
which  was  favourable  to  his  views.  Though 
fome  of  the  AiTembly  were  averfe  to  a  per- 
manent falary  ;  yet  the  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or had  fo  much  interefh  with  them,  by  virtue  Btkh^t 
of  having  made  them  proprietors  in  the  late-  Ms  Letter< 
ly  granted  townfhips,  that  they  were  induced 
to  coiifent  ;  on  condition  that  he  fhould  be 

*  Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  reprefented  Governor  Purnet  as  a  man  of  hu- 
mour, and  given  an  anecdote  refpe&ipg  his  indifference  to  the  outturn  of 
faying  grace  at  meals.  The  following  ftory  of  the  fame  kinc^  perhaps 
will  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader. 

One  of  the  committee,  who  went  from  Bofton,  to  meet  him  on  the  bor. 
ders  of  Rhode- Ifland,  and  conduct  him  to  the  feat  of  government,  was  the 
facetious  Col.  Taller.  Burnet  complained  of  the  lot1?  graces  which  were 
faid  by  clergymen  on  the  road,  and  aflced  Taller  when  :hcy  tvould  (homn. 
He  arfwercd,  '  The  giaces  will  increafe  in  length,  till  you  come  to  Bof. 
'  ton  ;  after  that  they  vviil  (horten  till  you  come  to  your  govrn-hcnt  «£ 
-  where  your  Excellency  will  £ad  no  grace  at  aJL* 
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1729.  allowed  one  third  part  of  the  falary,  and  they 
Ma          fhould  be  difcharged  from  all  obligations  to 
him.     This   bargain  being   concluded,   the 
Houfe  patted  a  vote,  with  which  the  Council 
concurred,  to  pay, '  Governor  Burnet,  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  or  during  his  admini£- 
iftration,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 
of  Repre-  <  fterling,  or  fix  hundred  poimds  in  bills   of 

*  credit  ;  which  fum  was  to  be  in  full  of  all 
'  demands  from  this  Government,  for  his  fal- 
c  ary  ;  and  all  expenfes  in  coming  to,  tarrying 

*  in,  or  going  from  this  Province  ;   and    alfo 

*  for  any  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Lieu- 
4  tenant  Governor ;  and  that  the    excife    on 
c  liquors  fhould  be  appropriated  to  that  ufe.' 
To  this  vote  fix  of  the  Reprefentatives  enter- 
ed their  diffent. 

6ept  7  The  Governor  came  but  once  into  New- 
Hampihire.  His  death,  which  happened  af- 
ter a  few  months,  was  fuppofed  to  be  occa- 
iioned  by  the  ill  effecT:,  which  his  controverfy 
with  Maffachufetts,  and  the  difappointment 
which  he  fuffered,  had  on  his  nerves. 

1730.  When  the  death  of  Governor  Burnet  was 
known  in  England,  the  refentment  againft 
°  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  was  very  high, 
,  on  account  of  their  determined  refufal  to  fix 
a  falary  on  the  King's  Governor.  Jt  was  e- 
ven  propoied,  to  reduce  them  to  *  a  more  abfo- 
lute  dependence  on  the  crown  ;'  but  a  fpirit 
of  moderation  prevailed  ;  and  it  was  thought 
that  Mr.  JONATHAN  BELCHER,  then  in  Eng- 
land, being  a  native  of  the  Province,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  temper  of  his  country- 
men would  have  more  influence  than  a  ftran- 
ger,  to  carry  the  favorite  point  of  a  fixed 
falary.  His  appointment,  as  Governor  of 
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New-Hampfhire,  was  merely  an  appendage    1730. 
to  his  other  commiffion. 

Belcher  was  a  merchant  of  large  fortune  Belcher's 

and  unblemifhed  reputation.     He  had  fpent  ^"^  *° 
/-  T-  TIT  •  i     thc  B|fc°p 

fix  years  in  Europe  ;  had  been  twice    at  the  of  Lincoln, 

Court  of  Hanover,  before  the  proteilant  fuc-  Mb' 
ceffion  took  place  in  the  family  of  Brunfwick ; 
and  had  received  from  the  Princefs  Sophia,  a 
rich  golden  medal.  He  was  graceful  in  his 
perfon,  elegant  and  polite  in  his  manners  ; 
of  a  lofty  and  afpiring  difpolition  ;  a  fteady, 
generous  friend  ;  a  vindictive,  but  not  impla- 
cable enemy.  Frank  and  fincere,  he  was  ex- 
tremely liberal  in  his  cenfures,  both  in  con- 
verfation  and  letters.  Having  a  high  fenfe 
of  the  dignity  of  his  commiffiori,  he  deter- 
mined to  fupport  it,  even  at  the  expenfe  of 
his  private  fortune  ;  the  emoluments  of  of- 
fice in  both  Provinces  being  inadequate  to 
the  flyle  in  which  he  chofe  to  live. 

Whilfh  he  was  in  England,  and  it  was  un- 
certain whether  he  would  be  appointed,  or 
Shute  would  return,  Wentworth  wrote  let- 
ters of  compliment  to  both.  Belcher  knew 
nothing  of  the  letter  to  Shute,  till  his  arrival 
in  America,  and  after  he  had  made  a  vifit  to 
New-Hampihire,  and  had  been  entertained 
at  the  Houfe  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 
He  was  then  informed,  that  Wentworth  had 
written  a  letter  to  Shute,  of  the  fame  tenor 
as  that  to  himfelf.  This  he  deemed  an  act 
of  duplicity.  How  far  it  was  fo,  cannot  now 
be  determined.  The  perfuafion  was  fo  flrong 
in  the  mind  of  Belcher,  that  on  his  next  vifit 
to  Portfmouth,  he  refilled  an  invitation  to 
Wentworth's  houfe.  This  was  not  the  only 
way  in  which  he  manifefted  his  difpleafure. 
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1730.  When  the  affair  of  the  falary  came  before  th« 
^  r  Affembly,  he  not  only  refufed  to  make  fuch 
a  cornpromife  as  Burnet  had  done  ;  but 
obliged  the  Lieutenant  Governor  under  his 
hand,  to  'quit  all  claim  to  any  part  of  the 
falary,  and  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  no 
expectation  from,  or  dependence  on  the  Af- 
fembly,  for  any  allowance,  but  that  he  de- 
pended wholly  on  the  Governor.'  The  fame 
falary  was  then  voted,  and  in  nearly  the  fame 
words,  as  to  his  predeceffor.  He  allowed  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  the  fees  and  perquifites 
only  which  arofe  from  regifters,  certificates, 
licenfes  and  paifes,  amounting  to  about  fifty 
pounds  flerling.  Wentworth  and  his  friends 
were  difappointed  and  difgufled.  He  him- 
felf  did  not  long  furvive  ;  being  feized  with 
'  a  ^ec^argic  diforder,  he  died  within  five 
months  ;  but  his  family  connexions  refented 
the  affront,  and  drew  a  confiderable  party 
into  their  views.  Benning  Wentworth,  his 
fon,  and  Theodore  Atkinfon,  who  had  mar- 
ried his  daughter,  were  at  the  head  of  the 
oppofition.  The  latter  was  removed  from 
his  office  of  Collector  of  the  Cufloms,  to  make 
room  for  Richard  Wibird  ;  the  Naval  Office 
was  taken  from  him  and  given  to  Ellis  Huike ; 
and  the  office  of  High  Sheriff,  which  he  had 
held,  was  divided  between  him  and  Eleazer 
Ruffell.  Other  alterations  were  made,  which 
greatly  offended  the  friends  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  ;  but  Belcher,  fatisfied  that 
his  conduct  was  agreeable  to  his  commiffion 
and  inftruclions,  difregarded  his  opponents 
and  apprehended  no  danger  from  their  re- 
fentment.  Atkinfon  was  a  man  of  humour, 
and  took  occaiion  to  exprefs  his  difguft  in  a 
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fingular  manner.  The  Governor,  who  was  1730. 
fond  of  parade,  had  ordered  a  troop  of  horfe, 
to  meet  him  on  the  road,  and  efcort  him  to 
Portfmouth.  The  officers  of  government 
met  him,  a:id  joined  the  cavalcade.  Atkin- 
fon  was  tardy  ;  but  when  he  appeared,  hav- 
ing broken  the  Sheriff's  wand,  he  held  one 
half  in  his  hand.  Being  chid  by  the  Gov- 
ernor for  not  appearing  fooner,  he  begged  his 
Excellency  to  excufe  him,.becaufe  he  had  but 
half  a  horfe  to  ride. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  obferved,  re- 
fpefting  Lieutenant  Governor  Wentwofth ; 
the  following  portrait  of  his  character,  by 
fome  contemporary  friend,  deferves  remem- 
brance. 

c  He  was  born  at  Portfmouth  of  worthy         ° 

*  parents,  from  whom  he  had  a  religious  edu-  iy 

*  cation.     His  inclination  leading  him  to  the  Dec* 

*  fea,  he  foon  became  a  commander  of  note, 

*  and  gave  a  laudable  example  to  that  order, 
c  by  his  fober   behaviour,   and  his  conflant 
c  care  to  uphold  the  worfhip  of  God  in  his 

*  fhip.     Wherever  he  came,  by  his   difcreet 

*  and  obliging  deportment,  he  gained  the  love 

*  and  eileem  of  thofe  with  whom  he  converfed. 

*  On  his  leaving  the  fea,  he  had  confidera- 

*  ble  buiinefs  as  a  merchant,  and  always  had 

*  the  reputation  of  a  fair  and  generous  dealer. 

*  He  has  approved  himfelf  to  the  general 

*  acceptance   of  his  Majefly's    good  fubjedls 
'  throughout  this  Province,    and  under   his 
4  mild  adminiflration,  we  enjoyed  great  qui- 
<  etnefs. 

*  He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  natural  abil- 

*  ities,    much     improved    by    converfation  ; 

*  remarkably  civil  and  kind  to  llrangers  ;  re- 
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1730.    *  fpedlful  to  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel ;  a 

*  lover  of  good  men  of  all   denominations  ; 

*  compaffionate   and  bountiful  to  the  poor  ; 

*  courteous  and  affable  to  all ;  having  a  con- 

*  flant  regard  to  the  duties  of  divine  worfhip, 
c  in    private  and   public,   and  paying  a  due 
'  deference    to  all  the    facred  inflitutions  of 
'  Chrift. 

*  He  had  fixteen  children,  of  whom  four- 
c  teen  yet  furvive  him.' 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.    r  81 


CHAP.  XVI. 

NBAR'S  Lieutenancy  and  enmity  to  BKLCHER,  Ejforti  to  fettle 
the  boundary  lines*  Divijiont*  Riot.  Trade.  Epifcopal 
Church.  Throat  difamper* 

MR.  WENTWORTH  was  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  Lieutenancy  by  DAVID  DUNBAR,  1731, 
Efquire,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  reduced 
Colonel  in  the  Britifh  fervice  ;  who  was  alfo 
deputed  to  be  furveyor  of  the  King's  woods. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  of  which 
Colonel  Bladen  was  an  active  member,  who 
bore  110  good  will  to  Governor  Belcher. 
D unbar  had  been  commander  of  a  fort  at 
Pemaquid,  which  it  was  in  contemplation  to  Ui 
annex  to  Nova-Scotia.  He  had  taken  upon 
him  to  govern  the  few  fcattered  people  in 
that  diftricl,  with  a  degree  of  rigor  to  which 
they  could  not  eaiily  fubmit.  This  conduct 
had  already  opened  a  controverfy,  betweea 
him  and  the  Province  of  MafTachufetts  ;  and 
it  was  very  unfortunate  for  Belcher  to  have 
fuch  a  perfon  connected  with  both  his  gov- 
ernments. What  were  the  merits,  which 
recommended  Duiibar  to  thefe  ftations,  it  is 
not  eafy  at  this  time  to  determine  ;  the  only 
qualifications,  which  appear  to  have  pleaded 
in  his  favor,  were  poverty  and  the  friendilip 
of  men  in  power.  He  was  an  inflrument  of 
intrigue  and  difaffection  ;  and  he  no  fooner 
made  his  appearance  in  New-  Hampshire,  than 
he  joined  the  party  who  were  in  oppofitioii 
to  the  Governor.  Belcher  perceived  the  ad- 
vantage which  his  enemies  would  derive  from 
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1731.  this  alliance,  and  made  all  the  efforts  in  his 
power  to  difplace  him.  In  his  letters  to  the 
miniilry,  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  to  his 
friends  in  England,  he  continually  reprefent- 
ed  him  in  the  worfl  light,  and  folicited  his 
Belcher's  removal.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  his  nu- 
MS' klter8'  merous  letters  of  this  kind,  written  in  his 
ufual  ftyle,  with  great  freedom  and  without 
any  referve,  might  confirm  the  fufpicions, 
raifed  by  the  letters  of  his  adverfaries,  and 
induce  the  miniflry  to  keep  Dunbar  in  place, 
as  a  check  upon  Belcher,  and  to  preferve  the 
balance  of  parties. 

Within  a  few  weeks  after  Dunbar's  coming 
July  10.  to  portfmouth,  a  complaint  was  drawn  up  a- 
gainfl  Belcher,  and  figned  by  fifteen  perfons  ; 
alleging  that  his  government  was  grievous, 
oppreffive  and  arbitrary,  and  praying  the 
King  for  his  removal.  This  rouled  the  Gov- 
ernor's friends,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
Richard"  Wai  dron,  the  fecretary,  who  drew 
J? SAdaref-  UP  a  counter  addrefs,  and  procured  an  hun- 
fes-  dred  names  to  be  fubfcribed.  Both  addreffes 
reached  England  about  the  fame  time.  Rich- 
ard Partridge,  Mr.  Belcher's  brother  in  law, 
in  conjunction  with  his  fon  Jonathan  Belcher, 
then  a  (Indent  in  the  Temple,  applied  for  a 
copy  of  the  complaint  againfl  him,  at  the 
Plantation  office,  and  obtained  it ;  but  could 
not  get  ggjlt  Of  tke  letters  which  accompani- 
ed it,  though,  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  let- 
ters, a  reprefentation  had  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  the  King. 

The  only  effect  which  Dunbar's  letters  had 
at  that  time,  was  to  procure  the  appointment 
of  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Benning  Went  worth 
and  Jofliua  Peirce,  to  be  Counfellors  of  New- 
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[ampfhire  ;  and  though  Belcher  remonftrat- 
ed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  againfl  thefe  ap- 
pointments, and  recommended  other  perfons 
in  their  room,  he  could  not  prevail,  any  far- 
ther than  to  delay  the  admiffion  of  the  two 
former  for  about  two  years  ;  during  which 
time,  they  were  elected  into  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  and  kept  up  the  oppofition 
there.  The  recommendations,  which  he 
made  of  other  perfons,  were  duly  attended 
to  when  vacancies  happened  ;  and  thus  the 
Council  was  compofed  of  his  friends,  and  his 
enemies.  The  civil  officers,  whom  he  ap- 
pointed, were  fometimes  fuperleded,  by  per- 
fons recommended  and  fent  from  England  ; 
and  in  one  inftance,  a  commiffion  for  the 
naval  office,  in  favor  of  a  Mr.  Reynolds,  fon 
of  the  Biihop  of  Lincoln,  was  filled  up  in 
England,  and  fent  over  with  orders  for  him 
to  iign  it ;  which  he  was  obliged  punctually 
to  obey. 

From  the  confidential  letters  of  the  leading 
men  on  both  fides,  which  have  fallen  into  my 
hands  in  the  courfe  of  my  refearches,  the 
views  of  each  party  may  plainly  be  feeu  ; 
though  they  endeavored  to  conceal  them 
from  each  other.  The  Governor  and  his  Knfon'« 
friends  had  projected  an  union  of  New- lettcrs  MS* 
Hampfhire  with  Maflachufetts  ;  but  were  at 
a  lofs  by  what  means  to  bring  it  into  effect. 
The  moil  clefirable  method  would  have  been, 
an  unanimity  in  the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  in  petitioning  the  Crown  for  it  ;  but 
as  this  could  not  be  had,  the  project  was 
kept  out  of  fight,  till  fome  favorable  opportu- 
nity fhould  prefent. 

The  other  party   contemplated  not  only 
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1731.  the  continuance  of  a  feparate  government, 
but  the  appointment  of  a  diflincl:  Governor, 
who  mould  refide  in  the  Province,  and  have 
no  connection  with  Maflachufetts.  The 
greateil  obftacle  in  their  way,  was  the  fmall- 
nefs  and  poverty  of  the  Province,  which  was 
not  able  to  fupport  a  gentleman  in  the  char- 
acter of  Governor.  To  remove  this  obftacle, 
it  was  neceflary  to  have  the  limits  of  territo- 
ry, not  only  fixed,  but  enlarged.  They  were 
therefore  zealous,  in  their  attempts  for  this 
purpofe  ;  and  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  a 
majority  of  the  people,  that  they  would  be 
gainers  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  lines  ; 
that  the  lands  would  be  granted  to  them  and 
their  children  ;  and  that  the  expenfe  of  ob- 
taining the  fettlement  would  be  fo  trifling, 
that  each  man's  (hare  would  not  exceed  the 
value  of  a  pullet. 

The  Governor's  friends  were  averfe  topref- 
fing  the  fettlement  of  the  line  ;  and  their  rea- 
foiis  were  thefe.  The  controverfy  is  either  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  fubjecls  of  his  char- 
ter government  of  MafTachufetts  ;  or  elfe,  be- 
tween the  heirs  of  MafonorAllenandthepeople 
of  Maffachufetts.  If  the  controverfy  be  fettled 
even  in  favor  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  lands 
which  fall  within  the  line,  will  be  either  the 
King's  property,  to  be  granted  by  his  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  according  to  royal  inftruc- 
tions  ;  or  elfe  the  property  of  the  heirs  of 
Mafon  or  Allen,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  them. 
On  both  fuppofitions,  the  people  of  New- 
Hampfhire  can  have  no  property  in  the  lands, 
and  therefore  why  fhould  they  be  zealous 
about  the  divifion  or  tax  themfelves  to  pay 
the  expenfe  of  it  ? 
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ie  Governor,  as  obliged  by  his  inftruc-  1731. 
tions,  frequently  urged  the  fettlement  of 
the  lines  in  his  fpeeches,  and  declared,  that 
the  AfTembly  of  New-Hampfliire  had  done 
more  toward  effecting  it,  than  that  of  Maffa- 
chufetts.  A  committee  from  both  Provinces  s  ftr 
met  atNewbury  in  the  autumn  of  1731,  on 
this  long  conteiled  affair  ;  but  the  influence 
of  that  party  in  Maffachufetts,  of  which  Eli- 
flia  Cooke  was  at  the  head,  prevented  an  ac- 
commodation. Soon  after  this  fruitlefs  con- 
ference, the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  of  whom  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  fet- 
tling the  line,  determined  no  longer  to  treat 
with  Maffachufetts  ;  but  to  reprefent  the 
matter  to  the  King,  and  petition  him  to  de- 
cide the  controverfy.  Newman's  commif-  Affembiy 
fion,  as  agent,  having  expired,  they  chofe  for  0^7!' 
this  purpofe,  John  Rindge,  merchant,  of 
Portfmouth,  then  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Lon- 
don. The  appointment  of  this  gentleman 
was  fortunate  for  them,  not  only  as  he  had 
large  connexions  in  England  ;  but  as  he  was 
capable  of  advancing  money,  to  carry  on  the 
folicitation.  The  Council,  a  majority  of 
which  was  in  the  oppofite  intereft,  did  nei- 
ther concur  in  the  appointment,  nor  confent 
to  the  petition. 

Mr.  Rindge,  on  his  arrival  in  England, 
petitioned  the  King  in  his  own  name,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp-  Ftb*  *8 
fhire,  to  eftablim  the  boundaries  of  the  Prov- 
ince ;  but  his  private  affairs  requiring  his  re- 
turn, to  America,  he  did,  agreeably  to  his  in- 
ftructions,  leave  the  bufinefs  in  the  hands  of 
Capt.  John  Thomlinfon,  merchant,  of  Lon- 
don ;  who  was  well  known  in  New-Hamp- 
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1732  fhire,  where  he  had  frequently  been  in  qual- 
ity of  a  fea  confimander.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  penetration,  induftry  and  ad- 
drefs ;  and  having  fully  entered  into  the 
views  of  Belcher's  opponents,  profecuted  the 
affair  of  the  line,  *  with  ardor  and  diligence  ;' 
employing  for  his  folicitor,  Ferdinando  John 
Parris  ;  who  being  well  fupplied  with  money, 
was  indefatigable  in  his  attention.  The  pe- 
tition was  of  courfe  referred  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  and  Francis  Wilks  the  agent  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  was  ferved  with  a  copy  to  be  fent 
to  his  condiments. 

Whilft  the  matter  of  the  line  was  pending 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  the  parties 
in  New-Hampfhire  maintained  their  oppofi- 
tion  ;  and  were  on  all  occafions  vilifying  and 
abufing  each  other,  efpecially  in  thei* letters 
to  their  friends  in  England.  On  the  one 
fide,  Belcher  inceflfantly  reprefented  Dunbar, 
as  the  fomenter  of  oppofition  ;  as  falfe,  per- 
fidious, malicious  and  revengeful ;  that  he 
did  no  fervice  to  the  crown,  nor  to  himfelf  ; 
but  was  *  a  plague  to  the  Governor  and  a 
*  deceiver  of  the  people.'  He  was  alfo  very 
liberal  in  his  reflections,  on  his  other  oppo- 
fers.  On  the  other  fide,  they  reprefented 
him  as  unfriendly  to  the  royal  interefl  ;  as 
obftructirig  the  fettlement  of  the  lines  ;  con- 
niving at  the  deftni&ion  of  the  King's  tim- 
ber, and  partial  to  his  other  government, 
where  all  his  interefl  lay  ;  and  that  he  had 
not  even  a  freehold  in  New-Hampfhire.  As 
an  inflance  of  his  partiality,  they  alleged, 
that  in  almofl  every  feffion  of  the  AfTembly 

1733.  °^  MafTachufetts,  he  confented  to  grants  of 
the  difputed  lands,  to  the  people  of  that  Prov- 
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ince  ;  by  which  means,  their  Affembly  raif-  1733* 
ed  money,  to  enable  their  agent  to  protract 
the  controverfy,  that  they  might  have  oppor- 
tunity to  lay  out  more  townfhips  ;  while  at 
the  fame  time,  he  rejected  a  fupply  bill  of 
the  New-Hampfhire  Affembly,  and  diffolved 
them,  becaufe  that  in  it,  they  had  made  an 
appropriation  for  their  agent.  The  truth 
was,  that  the  Council  did  not  confent  to  the 
bill,  becaufe  they  had  no  hand  in  appointing 
the  agent,  and  the  bill  never  came  before  the 
Governor.  The  frequent  diffolution  of  Af- 
femblies  was  another  fubject  of  complaint  ; 
and  in  facl:  this  meafure  never  produced  the- 
defired  effecl: ;  for  the  fame  perfons  were 
generally  re-elecled,  and  no  reconciling  mea- 
fures  were  adopted  by  either  party. 

The  Governor  frequently  complained,  in 
his  fpeeches,  that  the  public  debts  were  not 
paid  ;  nor  the  fort,  prifon,  and  other  public 
buildings  kept  in  repair  ;  becaufe  of  their 
failure  in  fupply  ing  the  treafury.  The  true 
reafon  of  their  not  fupplying  it  was,  that 
they  wanted  emiffions  of  paper  money,  to  be 
drawn  in,  at  diftant  periods  ;  to  this  the 
Governor  could  not  confent,  being  retrained 
by  a  royal  inftruclion,  as  well  as  in  princi- 
ple oppofed  to  all  fuch  practices.  But  one 
emiffion  of  paper  was  made  in  his  adminif- 
tration ;  and  for  its  redemption  a  fund  was 
eftablifhed  in  hemp,  iron,  and  other  produc- 
tions of  the  country.  When  a  number  of 
merchants  and  others  had  combined  to  iffue 
notes,  to  fupply  the  place  of  a  currency,  he 
iffued  a  proclamation  againft  them;  and  in 
his  next  fpeech  to  the  Affembly,  condemned 
them  in  very  fevere  terms.  The  Affembly 
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1734.  endeavored  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the 
bills  ;  but  in  a  few  days  he  diffolved  them, 
with  a  reprimand  ;  charging  them  with  trif- 
ling, with  injuftice  and  hypocrify.  It  muft 
be  remembered,  that  his  complaints  of  an 
empty  treafury  were  not  occaiioned  by  any 
failure  of  his  own  falary,  which  was  regular- 
ly paid  out  of  the  excife. 

Belcher  revived  the  idea  of  his  predeceffor 
Shute,  which  was  alfo  countenanced  by  his 
Inftrudlions,  that  he  was  virtually  prefent  in 
New-Hampfhire,  when  perfonally  abfent, 
and  attendidg  his  duty,  in  his  other  Province  ; 
and  therefore  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
could  do  nothing  but  by  his  orders.  Dunbar 
had  no  feat  in  the  Council,  and  Shadrach 
Walton  being  fenior  member,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's order  fummoned  them  and  prefided. 
He  alfo  held  the  command  of  the  fort,  by  the 
Governor's  commiflion,  granted  paiTes  for 
{hips,  and  licenfes  for  marriage  ;  and  received 
and  executed  military  orders,  as  occafion  re- 
quired. The  Lieutenant  Governor  contefted 
this  point ;  but  could  not  prevail ;  and  find- 
ing himfelf  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  infignifi- 
cance,  he  retired  in  difguft,  to  his  fort  at 
Pemaquid ;  where  he  refided  almoil  two 
years.  The  Governor's  friends  gave  out  that 
he  had  abfconded  for  debt,  and  affected  to 
triumph  over  the  oppofition,  as  poor  and  im- 
potent ;  but  their  complaints,  fupported  by 
their  agent  Thomlinfon,  and  the  influence  of 
Bladen  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  made  an  im- 
preffion  there  much  to  the  difadvantage  of 
Mr.  Belcher  ;  though  he  had  friends  among 
the  miniilry  ^nd  nobility  ;  the  principle  of 
whom  was  Lord  Town  fend,  by  whole  influ- 
ence he  had  obtained  his  coiiuniilion. 
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After  Dunbar's  return  to  Portfmouth,  the  1734. 
Governor  thought  it  good  policy  to  relax  his 
feverity  ;  and  gave  him  the  command  of  the 
fort,  with  the  ordinary  perquifites  of  office, 
amounting  to  about  fifty  pounds  fterling. 
Not  content  with  this,  he  complained,  that 
the  Governor  did  not  allow  him  one  third  of 
his  falary.  The  Governor's  falary  was  but 
fix  hundred  pounds  currency  ;  he  fpent  at 
leaft  one  hundred,  in  every  journey  to  New- 
Hampfhire,  of  which  he  made  two  in  a  year. 
At  the  fame  time  Dunbar  had  two  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  as  Surveyor  General  of  the 
woods  ;  which,  with  the  perquifites,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  more,  were  divided  be- 
tween him  and  his  deputies.  But  it  mufl  be 
remembered  that  he  was  deeply  in  debt,  both 
here  and  in  England. 

The  rigid  execution  of  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General  had  always  been  attended  with 
difficulty  ;  and  the  violent  manner,  in  which 
Dunbar  proceeded  with  trefpafTers,  raifed  a 
fpirit  of  oppofition  on  fuch  occafions.  The 
flatutes  for  the  prefervation  of  the  woods 
impowered  the  furveyor  to  feize  all  logs,  cut 
from  white  pine  trees,  without  licenfe  ;  and 
it  refled  on  the  claimant,  to  prove  his  pro- 
perty, in  the  court  of  Admiralty.  Dunbar 
went  to  the  faw-mills  ;  where  he  feized  and 
marked  large  quantities  of  lumber  ;  and  with 
an  air  and  manner  to  which  he  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  in  his  military  capacity,  abufed  and 
threatened  the  people.  That  clafs  of  men, 
•with  whom  he  was  difpofed  to  contend,  are 
not  eafily  intimidated  with  high  words  ;  and 
he  was  not  a  match  for  them,  in  that  fpecies  of 
controverfy,  which  they  have  denominated 
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1734  fwamp  laiv.  An  inftance  of  this  happened 
at  Dover,  whither  he  came,  with  his  boat's 
crew,  to  remove  a  parcel  of  boards,  which  he 
had  feized.  The  owner,  Paul  Gerriih,  warn- 
ed him  of  the  confequence  ;  Dunbar  threat- 
ened with  death  the  firft  man  who  fliould 
obftruct  his  intentions  ;  the  fame  threat  was 
returned  to  the  fir  ft  man  who  mould  remove 
the  boards.  Dunbar's  prudence  at  this  time, 
got  the  better  of  his  courage,  and  he  retired. 
With  the  like  fpirit,  an  attempt  of  the  fame 
kind  was  fruftrated  at  Exeter,  whither  he 
fent  a  company  in  a  boat  to  remove  lumber. 
Whilil  his  men  were  regaling  themfelves  at  a 
public  houfe,  in  the  evening,  and  boafling  of 
what  they  intended  to  do  the  next  day  ;  a 
number  of  perfons,  difguiled  like  Indians, 
attacked  and  beat  them  ;  whilft  others  cut 
the  rigging  and  fails  of  the  boat,  and  made  a 
hole  in  her  bottom.  The  party  not  finding 
themfelves  fate  in  the  houfe,  retreated  to  the 
boat,  and  pufhed  off ;  but  being  there  in 
danger  of  finking,  they  with  difficulty  regain- 
ed the  fhore,  and  hid  themfelves  till  morn- 
ing, when  they  returned  on  foot  to  Portf- 
tnouth. 

This  was  deemed  a  flagrant  infult.     Dun- 

Aj>riis6.  bar  fummoned  the  Council,  and  complained 
to  them  of  the  riotous  proceedings  at  Exeter, 
where  there  was  c  a  confpiracy  againfl  his 
'  life,  by  evil  minded  perfons,  who  had  hired 
'  Indians  to  deflroy  him.'  He  propofed  to 
the  Council,  the  ifliiing  of  a  proclamation,  of- 
fering a  reward  to  apprehend  the  rioters.  The 
major  part  of  the  Council  were  of  opinion, 
that  no  proclamation  could  be  iffued  but  by 
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the  Governor.*     Information  being  fent  to    1734. 
the  Governor,  he  iilued  a  proclamation ;  com- 
manding all  magiftrates  to  affiit  in  difccver- 
ing  the  rioters. 

This  tranfaclion  afforded  matter  for  com- 
plaint, and  a  memorial  was  drawn  up  by 
Thomlinfon,  grounded  on  letters  which  he 
had  received.  It  was  fuggefted,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor's pretence  to  favor  the  furveyor  was 
deceitful  ;  that  the  rioters  at  Exeter  were  his 
greateft  friends  ;  that  the  Council,  wholly 
devoted  to  him,  would  not  advife  to  a  proc-  MS 
tarnation  till  they  had  fent  to  Bofton  ;  that 
the  proclamation  was  delayed  ;  and  when  it 
appeared  offered  no  reward  ;  though  Dun- 
bar  had  propofed  to  pay  the  money  himfelf ; 
and,  that  by  reafon  of  this  delay  and  omit 
fion,  the  rioters  efcaped  with  impunity. 

In  juflice  to  Mr.  Belcher,  it  mufl  be  faid, 
that  there  was  no  delay  on  his  part,  the  proc- 
lamation being  fent  from  Bofton  within  fix 
days.  It  alfo  appears,  from  the  fecret  and 
confidential  letters  of  the  Governor,  that  he 
difapproved  the  riot,  and  even  called  it  rebel- 
lion ;  that  he  gave  particular  orders  to  the 
magiftrates,  to  make  inquiry,  and  take  depo- 
fitions,  and  do  their  utmoft  to  difcover  the 
rioters.  If  he  did  not  advertife  a  reward,  it 
was  becaufe  there  was  no  money  in  the  treaf- 
ury  ;  and  if  Dunbar  had  been  fincere  in  his 
offer  to  pay  it,  he  might  have  promifed  it,  by 

*  This  was  a'.fo  the  Governor's  opinion  ;  and  in  his  letters  he  frequent- 
ly afferts  that  Dunbar  had  DO  command  in  New-HTfinpfliire,  whilft  he  was 
in  either  of  his  governments.  To  be  conGftsnr,  he  (hould  have  maintain-  , 
ed,  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  JVJafTichufcttg  hid  no  comncand  wbiift 
be  was  in  New  Hampfhire  ;  but  there  occurs  an  inftaree  of  a  proclamation 
iffuej  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Phips,  (March  25,  1737)  on  occafion  of  a 
riot  at  Bofton,  whilft  the  Governor  was  in  New  Hampfhire  ;  and  at  his 
return,  he  iffued  another,  in  which  he  refirs  to  the  former,  not  only  with- 
out centering  it,  but  in  terms  of  approbation* 


92  HISTORY  OF 

1734.  advertifement.     The   true   reafon  that   the 
rioters  were  not  difcovered,  was,  that   their 
plan  was  fo  artfully  conducted,  their  perfons 
fo  effectually  difguifed,  and  their  confidence 
in  each  other  fo  well  placed,  that  no  proof 
could  be  obtained  ;  and  the  iecret  remained 
with  themfelves,  till  the  danger  was  over,  and 
the  government  had  paffed  into  other  hands. 

A  law  had  been  made,  for  holding  the  In- 
ferior Court  of  Common  Pleas,  alternately  in 
each  of  the  four  old  towns  ;  and  the  praclice 
had  been  continued  for  feveral  years,  much 
to  the  convenience  and  fatisfaclion  of  the 
people  ;  but  Dunbar  rernonftrated  againft  it., 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  moved  for  a  dii- 
allowaiice  of  the  a<5t,  becaufe  the  people  who 
had  obftrucled  him  in  his  office  deferved  not 
fo  much  favor.  The  act  was  in  confequence 
difallowed,  and  the  courts  were  afterward 

1735.  confined  to  Portfmouth.     The  order  for  dii- 
allowance,  carne  to  the  hands  of  Dunbar,  who 
called  a  meeting  of  the  Council,    that    they 
might  advife  to  its  publication.     A  majority 
of  them  would  not  confent,  till   the  original 
order  was  fent  to  Bo(lon,and  Governor  Belch- 

jone  13.  er  directed  the  publication  of  it.  This  tranf- 
aclion  ferved  as  matter  of  frefh  complaint, 
and  was  alleged  as  an  argument  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Governor,  who  fhould  refide 
conilantly  in  the  Province. 

To  finim  what  relates  to  Dunbar.  He 
was  careiTed  by  the  party  in  opposition  to 
Belcher,  under  the  idea  that  he  had  intereft 
enough  in  England,  to  obtain  a  commiflion 
for  the  government  of  New-Hampmire.  In 
1737  he  went  to  England  to  profecute  his  de- 
fign  5  where,  by  his  old  creditors,  he  was  ar- 


and  thrown  into  prifon.     Thomiinfbn    1735. 

>und  means  to  liberate  him  ;  but  perceived  Thomlia. 

tat  lie  had  neither  fteadinefs  nor  ability  for  <w8  letter. 

te  ftation  at  which  he  aimed,  i*or  interefl  MS" 

nough  to  obtain  it ;  though,  by  his  prefence 
England,  he  ferved  ta  fceep  up  tjie  oppofi- 
tion  to  Belcher,  and  was  ufed  as  a  tool  for 
that  purpofe,  till  the  object  was  accpmpliih- 
ed.  After  which  he  was  (J.743)  appointed, 
by  the  Eail  India  Company,  Governor  of  St. 
Helena. 

The  trade  of  the  Province  at  this  time  con- 
filled  chiefly  in  the  exportation  of  lumber 
and  fifli  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  the  Ca- 
ribbee  lilands.  The  rnafl  trade  was  wholly 
confined  to  Great  Britain.  In  the  winter 
finall  veflels  went  to  the  fouthern  Colonies,  *^J'"'0 
with  Englilli  and  Wefl  India  goods,  and  re-  the  Board 
turned  with  corn  and  pork.  The  manufac- 
tare  of  iron  vyithinthe  Province,  which  had 
been  fet  up  by  the  late  Lieutenant  Governor 
Wentworth,  and  other  gentlemen,  lay  under 
difcouragement,  for  want  of  experienced  and 
indiinrious  workmen.  The  woollen  manu- 
facture was  dirninifhed,  and  llieep  were  fcarc- 
er  than  formerly  ;  the  common  lands  on 
which  they  ufed  to  feed,  being  fenced  in  by 
the  proprietors.  The  manufacture  of  linen 
was  much  increafed  by  means  of  the  emi- 
grants from  Ireland,  who  were  Ikilled  in  that 
bufinefs.  No  improvements  were  made  in 
agriculture,  and  the  newly  granted  townfhips 
were  not  cultivated  with  fpirit  or  fuccefs. 

There  had  not  been  any  fettled  Epifcopal 
Church  in  the  province  from  the  beginning, 
till  about  the  year  1732  ;  when  fome  gen- 
tlemen who  were  fond  of  the  mode  of  divine 
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1 735.  worfhip,  in  the  Church  of  England,  contribu- 
ted to  the  erection  of  a  neat  building  on  a 
commanding  eminence,in  Portfmouth,  which 
they  called  the  Queen's  Chapel.  Mr.  Thom- 
linfon  was  greatly  inflrumental  of  procuring 
them  affiflance  in  England,  toward  complet- 
ing and  furnifhing  it.  It  was  confecrated  in 
1734  ;  and  in  1786  they  obtained  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Brown  for  their  Minifter,  with  a  falary 
from  the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
in  foreign  parts. 

About  this  time,  the   country  was  viiited 
with  a  new  epidemic  difeafe,  which  has  obtain- 
ed the  name  of  ihztbroat  diftemper.  The  general 
difcription  of  it  was  a  fwelled  throat,  with 
white  or  afh-colored  fpecks,  an  efflorefcence 
on  the  fkiri,  great  debility  of  the  whole  fyf- 
Dov*iafrt  tem>  an<^  a  fti'ong  tendency  to  putridity.     Its 
Fr*aica4     firft  appearance  was  in  May  1735,  at  King- 

hiftoryofa^          •      Vr  TT  /!_•  r 

new  miiia*  Iton  in  New-Hamplhire,  an  inland  town,  lit- 
ry  fever.  uate  Qn  a  JQW  p]am<  ^he  fir  ft  perfoii  feized, 
pitchy  was  a  child,  who  died  in  three  days.  About  a 

Narrative.  i        /•  •  /-•*  ii'r» 

week  after,  m  another  family,  at  the  diltance 
of  four  miles,  three  children  were  fucceffively 
attacked,  who  alfo  died  on  the  third  day.  It 
continued  fpreading  gradually,  in  that  town- 
fhip,  through  the  fummer,  and  of  the  firft 
forty  who  had  it  none  recovered.  In  Augufl 
it  began  to  make  its  appearance  at  Exeter,  fix 
miles  north-eaftward  ;  and  in  September,  at 
Bofton,*  fifty  miles  fouthward,  though  it 

*  On  its  6rft  appearance  in  Bofton,  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  common  cold  ;  hut  wheo  the  report  of  the  mortality  in  New-Himp- 
fliiru  was  received,  and  a  youi.g  man  from  Exeter,  whofe  brother  had  died 
nf  it,  was  feized  (Odlober  1735)  the  houfe  was  ihut  and  guarrtel,  and  a 
general  alarm  fpread  through  the  neighbouring  towns  and  colonies.  Up- 
on his  death,  no  infection  was  ohferved  in  that  houfo  or  neighbourhood; 
but  the  diftemper  appeared  in  other  places,  which  had  no  communication 
with  the  fick.  The  phyficians  did  not  take  the  infe^ion^  nor  convey  it 
to  their  families,  nor  their  other  pati.>ncs.  It  was  therefore  concluded,  that 
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was  Odober,  before  it  reached   Chefter,  the    1735. 
neareft  fettlement  on  the  weft  of  Kingfton. 
It  continued  its  ravages  through  the  fucceed- 
ing   winter  and  fpring,  and  did  not  difap- 
ear  till  the  end  of  the  next  fummer. 

The  moft,  who  died  of  this  peftilence,  were 
children  ;  and  the  diftrefs,  which  it  occafion- 
ed,  was  heightened  to  the  moft  poignant  de- 
gree. From  three  to  fix  children  were  loft 
out  of  fome  families  ;  feveral  buried  four  in 
a  day,  and  many  loft  their  all.  In  fome 
towns,  one  in  three,  and  in  others  one  in  four 
of  the  fick  were  carried  off.  In  the  pariih  of 
Hampton-Falls  it  raged  moft  violently. 
Twenty  families  buried  all  their  children. 
Twenty  feven  perfons  were  loft  out  of  five 
families  ;  and  more  than  one  fixth  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place  died  within  thir- 
teen months.  In'  the  whole  Province,  not 
lefs  than  one  thoufand  perfons,' of  whom  a- 
bove  nine  hundred  were  under  twenty  years 
of  age,  fell  victims  to  this  raging  diftemper. 

Since  the  fettlement  of  this  country  fuch  a 
mortality  had  not  been  known.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  diftemper  proved  moft  fatal, 
when  plentiful  evacuations,  particularly 
bleeding,  were  ufed  ;  a  great  proftration  of 
ftrength  being  an  invariable  fymptom.  The 
fummer  of  1735,  when  the  ficknefs  began, 
was  unufually  wet  and  cold,  and  the  eafterly 
wind  greatly  prevailed.  But  it  was  acknowl- 

it  was  not  like  the  fmall  pox,  or  the  plapwe,  communicable  by  infecUonv 
from  the  fick  or  from  clothed  ;  and  the  phyficians.  having  by  defire  of  the 
fele&meo,  held  a  confutation,  publifhed  their  opinion  ;  tfiat  it  proceeded 
entirely  from  '  fome  occult  quality  in  the  air  ' 

Weekly  A'erw  Letter ,  Af>rtl  29,  1736. 

Dr.  Douglafs  computes  the  number  of  perform  who  had  the  diftemper 
in  Boflon  at  4000  ;  of  whom  114  died,  which  is  one  in  35.  The  whole 
mimber  of  inbabrtanta  at  that  time  was  eftimated  at  16,000. 
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1735.  edged  to  be,  not  <  a  creature  of  the  feafons  f 
as  it  raged  through  every  part  of  the  year. 
Its  extent  is  faid  to  have  been  *  from  Pema- 
quid  to  Carolina  ;'  but  with  what  virulence 
it  raged,  or  in  what  meafure  it  proved  fatal 
to  the  fouthward  of  New-England,  does  not 
appear. 

The  fame  diftemper  has  made  its  appear- 
ance at  various  times  fince.  In  1754  and 
1755,  it  produced  a  great  mortality  in  feve- 
ral  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  of  MafTachufetts.  Since  that 
time  it  has  either  put  on  a  milder  form,  or 
phyficians  have  become  better  acquainted 
•with  it.  The  lafl  time  of  its  general  fpread- 
ing  was  in  1784,  5,  6  and  7.  It  was  £rft 
feen  at  San  ford  in  the  county  of  York  ;  and 
thence  diffufed  itfelf,  very  (lowly,  through 
moft  of  the  towns  of  New-England;  but  its 
virulence,  and  the  mortality  which  it  caufed, 
r.  Hail  were  comparatively  inconfiderable.  '  Its  re- 

*  mote,  of  predifpofnig  caufe,  is  one  of  thofe 
1786 c  myfleries  in  nature,   which  baJGfle  humaa 

*  inquiry.' 
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The  following  TABLE,  clraxvn  from  an  account  publifhed  by 
Mr.  FITCH,  minifter  of  Portfwontb,  July  26,  1736  ',  is  & 
BILL  of  MORTALITY  for  14  months  preceding. 
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After  this  account  was  taken  *  feveral  other  children*  died 
or  the  throat  diftemper.  In  the  town  of  Hampton  13  more 
within  the  year  1736.  So  that  the  whole  number  mult  have 
exceeded  a  thoufand.  In  die  town  of  Kittery,  in  the  County 
of  York,  died  122. 

It  appears  allb,  from  the  church  records  of  Hampton,  that 
fiom  January  1754,  to  July  1755,  fifty-one  perfons  died  of  the 
diftemper;  in  fhattowo. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

State  of  fart  let.      Controverfy   about   lines.      Commi/iontrs  af- 
pciinted.      Their  fej}ion  and  rejult,     Appeals.     Complaints. 

VV  E  have  now  come  to  that  part  of 
the  Hifbory  of  New-Hampfhire,  in  which 
may  be  feen,  operating  in  a  fmaller  fphere,. 
the  fame  fpirit  of  intrigue  which  has  fre- 
quently influenced  the  conduct  of  princes,, 
and  determined  the  fate  of  nations.  Whilft 
on  the  one  hand,  we  fee  MafTachufetts  fliffly 
aflferting  her  chartered  claims  ;  and  looking 
with  contempt,  on  the  final!  Province  of 
New-Hampfhire,  over  which  me  had  for- 
merly exercifed  jurifdidlion  ;  we  fliall  fee,  on 
the  other  hand,  New-Hampfhire  aiming  at  an 
equal  rank,  and  contending  with  her  for  a 
large  portion  of  territory  ;  not  depending 
folely  on  argument  ;  but  feeking  her  refuge 
in  the  Royal  favor,  and  making  interefl  with 
the  fer  vants  of  the  Crown.  Had  the  contro  ver- 
fy  been  decided  by  a  court  of  law,  the  claims 
of  Maflachufetts  would  have  had  as  much 
weight  as  thofe  of  an  individual,  in  a  cafe 
of  private  property  ;  but  the  queilion  being 
concerning  a  line  of  jurifdiclion,  it  was  nat- 
ural to  expect  a  decifion,  agreeable  to  the- 
rules  of  policy  and  convenience  ;  efpecially 
where  the  tribunal  itfelf  was  a  party  con- 
eernedL 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  party  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  who  were  fo  earneftly  engaged 
in  the  eftablifliment  of  the  boundary  lines, 
had  another  objed:  in  view,  to  which  this. 
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was  fubordinate.  Their  avowed  intention 
was  to  finifh  a  long  controverfy,  which  had 
proved  a  fource  of  inconvenience  to  the  peo- 
ple who  refided  on  the  difputed  lands,  or  thofe 
who  fought  an  interefl  in  them  ;  but  their 
fecret  defign  was  to  difplace  Belcher,  and  ob- 
tain aGovernor  who  fhould  have  no  connexion 
with  MafTachuietts.  To  accomplifh  the  prin- 
cipal, it  was  neceffary  that  the  fubordinate 
-objecl:  fliould  be  vigoroufly  purfued.  The 
Government  of  New-Ham plliire,  with  a  fala- 
ry  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  and  perquifites 
amounting  to  two  hundred  pounds  more, 
equal  in  the  whole  to  about  eight  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  was  thought  to  be  not 
worthy  the  attention  of  any  gentleman  ;  but 
if  the  lines  could  be  extended  on  both  fides, 
there  would  be  at  once  an  increafe  of  territo- 
ry, and  a  profpect  of  fpeculating  in  landed 
property  ;  and  in  future  there  would  be  an 
increafe  of  cultivation,  and  confequently  of 
ability  to  fupport  a  Governor. 

The  people  were  told  that  the  lands  would 
be  granted  to  them  ;  and  by  this  bait  they 
were  induced  to  favor  the  plan  ;  whilfl  the 
miniftry  in  England,  were  flattered  with  the 
idea,  of  an  increafe  of  crown  influence  in  the 
plantations. 

The  leading  men  in  Maffachufetts  were 
aware  of  the  views  of  thofe  in  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,  and  determined  to  guard  againil  them. 
They  prefumed,  that  a  line  of  jurifdidlion 
would  not  affect  property  ;  and  therefore  en- 
deavored to  fecure  the  lands  to  themfelves, 
by  pofTeflion  and  improvement,  as  far  as  it 
was  practicable.  The  fame  idea  prevailed 
among  the  Governor's  friends  inNew-Hamp- 
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{hire.  They  perceived,  that  a  tracl  bf 
deraefs  on  the  north  eaftern  fide  of  Merri- 
mack  River,  and  the  ponds  which  flow  into 
it,  muft  doubtlefs  fall  into  New-Hampfhire. 
For  thefe  lands  they  petitioned  the  Governor, 
and  a  charter  was  prepared,  in  which  this 
whole  tra.ct,  called  King's- Wood,  was  granted 
to  them.  It  contained  all  the  lands  not  be- 
fore granted,  between  the  bounds  of  New-r 
Hamplhire  on  the  fouth-wefl  and  north-cad ; 
which,  according  to  the  ideas  of  thofe  con- 
cerned, would  have  been  fufficient  for  abo.ut 
four  large  townships* 

Governor  Belcher  had  a  difficult  part  to 
act.  He  was  at  the  head  of  two  rival  Prov- 
inces ;  he  had  friends  in  both,  who  were  feek- 
ing  their  own  as  well  as  the  public  interefl  : 
He  had  enemies  in  both,  who  were  watching 
him,  eager  to  lay  hold  on  the  mod  trivial 
miilake,  and  magnify  it  to  his  difadvantage. 
His  o\vn  interefl  was  to  prefer ve  his  commif- 
fion,  and  counteract  the  machinations  of  his 
enemies  ;  but  aa  the  fettlement  of  the  line, 
and  the  removing  of  him  from  his  office, 
were  carried  on  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the 
fame  perfons,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  op- 
pofe  the  latter,  without  feeming  to  oppofe 
the  former.  Befldes,  Mr.  Wilks,  the  agent  of 
MafTachufetts,  was  well  known  to  be  his 
friend  ;  and  when  it  was  found  neceffary  to 
incrcafe  the  number,  one  of  them  was  his 
brother,  Mr.  Patridge.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr,  Rinclge  and  Mr.  Thomlinfon  were  his 
avowed  enemies.  There  was  alfo  a  difference 
in  the  mode  of  appointing  thefe  agents.  Thofe 
of  Maflachufetts  were  conflituted  by  the 
Qouncil  and  Reprefentauves,  with  the  Gpv- 
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urnor's  confent,  Thofe  of  New-Hampfhire 
were  chofen  by  the  Repreft  ntatives  only,  the 
Council  nonconcurring  in  the  choice  ;  which, 
of  courfe,  could  not  be  fanctioned  by  the 
Governor's  fignature,  nor  by  the  fea.1  of  the 
Province. 

"  When  the  petition  which  Rindge  prefented  1732. 
to  the  King,  had  been  referred   to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  a  copy  of  it  given  to  Wilks,  to 
be  fent  to  his  conftituents,  it  became  necefTa- 
ry  that  they  mould  inftrud:  him.     Their  in- 
flru6lions  were  defignedly  expreffed  in  fuch  r"1" 
ambiguous  terms,  that  he  was  left    to   euefs  Wi,lik'<  rp; 

i       •  •  i       r  j    T   i  j    r  t.tion,  an4 

their  meaning,  and  afterward  blamed  tor  not  rcprt  Of 


obfervin    their  directions.     His    embarraff- 
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jiient  on  this  occafion,  exprefTed  in  his  petition 
and  counter  petition,  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
protracted  the  bufinefs,  and  gave  it  a  com- 
plexion, unfavorable  to  his  conitituents., 
but  extremely  favorable  to  the  deiign  of  New*- 
Hampfhire. 

To  bring  forward  the  controverfy,  Parris., 
the  fojicitor  for  the  agents  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire, moved  a  queftion,  '  From  what  part  of  ^T*1 
•  Merrimack  river  the  line  fliculd  begin  ?'  ivs 
The  Board  of  Trade  referred  this  queflion, 
to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  who 
appointed  a  day  to  hear  council  on  both  fides. 
The  council  for  New-Hampfhire  infilled,  that 
the  line  aught  to  begin  three  m,iles  north  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Merriinack.  The  council 
for  Maflachufetts  declared,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  folutioii  of  this  queflion  would  not 
determine  the  controverfy,  and  therefore  de- 
clined faying  any  thing  upon  it.  The  attor-  \^^ 
ney  and  folicitor  reported,  that  *  whether  this 
;  were  fo  or  not,  they  could  no':  judge  ;  but 
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1734.    *  as  the  qneftion  had  been  referred  to  them, 

jane  5.      *  they  were  of  opinion,  that  according  to  the 

c  charter  of  William  and  Mary,  the  dividing 

*  line  ought  to    be  taken,  from   three   miles 

*  north  of  the  mouth  of  Merriinack,  where  it 
c  runs  into  the  fea.5     Copies  of  this  opinion 

^          were  given  to  each  party  ;  and  the  Lords  of 
Trade  reported,  that  the  King  mould  appoint 
June  5.      Commiffioners,  from  the  neighboring  Provin- 
ces, to  mark  out  the  dividing  line.     This  re- 
port was  approved  by  the  Lords  of  Council. 
Much  time  was  fpent  in  references,  mefla- 

'1737  &es  an<^  Pet'lt:^OIls5  concerning  the  adjuftment 
of  various  matters  ;  and  at  length,  the  prin- 
Feb.4  &$>.  cipal  heads  of  the  commiffion  were  determin- 
ed. The  fir  ft  was,  that  the  commiffioners 
fhould  be  apointed,  from  among  the  Coun- 
fellors  of  New- York,  New- Jerfey,  Rhode-Iil- 
and  and  Nova-Scotia.  Thefe  were  all  royal 
governments,  except  Rhode-Ifland  ;  and  with 
that  Colony,  as  well  as  New- York,  Maffachu- 
fetts  had  a  controverfy,  refpecting  bounda- 
ries. Connecticut,  though  propofed,  was  de- 
fignedly  omitted,  becaufe  it  was  imagined 
that  they  would  be  partial  to  Maffachufetts, 
from  the  fimilarity  of  their  habits  and  inter- 
eiis.  The  other  points  were,  that  twenty 
commiffioners  fhould  be  nominated,  of  whom 
five  were  to  be  a  quorum  ;  that  they  fhould 
printed  meet  at  Hampton,  in  New-Hampfhire,  on  the 
brief.  firft  Of  Augufl,  1737  ;  that  each  Province 
fhould  fend  to  the  Commiffioners,  at  their Jirjl 
meeting,  the  names  of  two  public  officers,  on 
whom  any  notice,  fummons,  or  final  judg- 
ment might  be  ferved  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
fhould  exhibit,  in  writing,  a  plain  and  full 
ftate  of  their  reipe&ive  claims,  copies  of  which 
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tould  be  mutually  exchanged  ;  and  that  If    1737,, 
either  Province  ihould  neglect  to  fend  in  the 
tames  of  their  officers,,  or  the  full  (late  of  their 
lemands,  at   the  time    appointed,,  then   the 
unmiffioners  ihould  proceed  ex  parte.    That 
dien  the  Cominiffioners  ihould  have  made 
ind  figned   their   final   determination,    they 
fhould  fend  copies  to  the  public  officers,   of 
each  Province  ;  and  then  ihould  adjourn  for 
fix  weeks,  that  either  party  might  enter  their 
appeal. 

Thefe  points  being  determined ;  the  Board  Fcb-  xff- 
of  Trade  wrote  letters  to  Belcher,  enclofing 
the  heads  of  the  propofed  commiflion,  and  di- 
recting him  to  recommend  to  the  Ailemblies 
of  each  Province,  to  ehoofe  their  public  oin- 
eers,,  and  prepare  their  demands,  by  the  time- 
when  the  Goinrniffioners  were  to  meet.  Thefe 
were  accompanied  with  letters  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  feveral  Provinces,  from  which 
the  Comrniffioners  were  elected,  informing 
them  of  their  appointment.  The  letters  were 
delivered  to  Parris,  and  by  him  to  Thomlin- 
fbn^  to  be  fent  by  the  fir  ft  ihip  to  America. 
Thofe  to  MafFachufetts  and  New-Hampihire, 
were  directed,  the  one  to  Mr.  Belcher,  by 
name,  as  Governor  of  MafTachufetts  ;  the 
other,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  refident  in 
New-Hampfhire ;  and  it  was  required  that  the 
delivery  of  the  letters  ihould  be  certified  by 
affidavit.  The  defign  of  this  fingular  in- 
jun&ion  was,  that  Dunbar,  if  prefent,  fliould 
receive  the  letter,  and  call  the  Affembly  of 
New-Hampihire  immediately  ;  and  that  if 
Belcher  ihould  forbid  or  hinder  it,  the  blame 
of  the  neglect  fhould  fall  on  him.  At  the 
fame  time  another  letter,  refpecting  a  peti- 
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1737.  tioii  of  a  borderer  on  the  line,  and  contain- 
ing a  reprimand  to  Belcher,  was  fent  in  the 
lame  manner,  to  be  delivered  by  Dunbar, 
into  Belcher's  hands.  Thefe  intended  af- 
fronts, both  failed  of  their  effecl ;  Dunbar 
having,  before  the  arrival  of  the  letters,  taken 
his  paiTage  to  England-. 

The  anxiety  of  Thomlinfon^  to  have  the 
earlieft.  notice  poffible,  of  the  intended  com- 
miffion  fent  to  New-Haiiipfhire,  led  him  not 
only  to  forward  the  public  letters  ;  but  to 
fend  copies  of  all  the  tranfacTions,  to  his 

*ei>.  i5.     frieilds  there.     In   a   letter    to  Wiggin  and 

original  Rindge  (the committee  who  correfponded  w ith 
him)  he  advifed  them,  to  make  the  neceffary 
preparations,  as  loon  as  poffible,  to  act  in  con- 
formity to  the  commiflion  and  inflructions  ; 
and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  nominate  the  per- 
fons,  whom  they  mould  appoint,  to  manage 
their  caufe  before  the  Commiflioners. 

March  18.  Thefe  papers  were  communicated  to  the 
Affembly,  at  their  feflion  in  March  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  Governor  laid  before  them, 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
in  favor  of  a  commiflion,  which  had  been 
made  in  the  preceding  December.  In  con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  Affembly  appointed 

April  I  .  r     .     i     xv         i 

a  committee  or  eight*  who  were  empowered 

*  to  prepare  witnefles,  pleas  and  allegations, 

*  papers  and  records,  to    be   laid  before   the 

*  Commiffioners  ;  to  provide  for  their  recep- 

t^on  anc^  entertainment^  anc^  to   draw  upon 
the  Treafurer  for  fuch  fupplies  of  money  as 

*  might  be  needful.'     This  appointment  was 

*Shvdrach  Walton,  "\  Aif-new  Wi^^ir,^ 

Ceorge  Jsffrey,  ^Ofthe  John  Rii  d  c         (Of    the 

Jotham  Odiorne,  ^  C»iUDciL  Thoma«  P  i:kn,   t  tioufc. 

Theodore  Alkicfon.  J  James  Jc-ffrey .      J 
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te  by  the  united  voice  of  the  Council  and  1737. 
Reprefentatives,  and  coufenced  to  by  the 
Governor  ;  and  though  it  was  made,  three 
weeks  before  the  reception  of  the  letters,  from 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  directing  the  appointing 
of  public  oilicers,  and  preparing  a  (latement 
of  claims  ;  yet  it  was  underilood  to  be  a  full 
compliance  with  the  orders  and  expectations 
of  the  government  in  England. 

The  fame  day  on  which  this  order  pafled, 
the  Governor  prorogued  the  AfTembly  to  the 
fixth  of  July  ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of  June 
he  prorogued  it  again,  to  the  fourth  of  Au- 
guft. 

The  letters  refpecting  the  commiffion,  were 
delivered  to  Mr.  Belcher,  on  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  of  April  ;  and  he  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  them,  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  the  tenth  of  May.  The  commif- 
iion  itfelf  was  ifiued  on  the  ninth  of  April, 
and  lent  to  Mr.  Rindge  ;  who  kept  it  till  the 
meeting  of  the  Ccmmiffioners,  and  then  de- 
livered it  to  them.  The  expenfe  of  it,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds 
(lerling,  was  paid  by  the  agents  of  New- 
Hampihire, 

At  the  fpring  feffion  of  the  General  Court  way  »r. 
in  MafTacliufetts  ;  the  Governor  laid  before 
them  the  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  in- 
clofing  an  order  from  the  Privy  Council,  and 
recommended  to  "them  to  flop  all  proceiies 
in  law,  refpecling  any  difputes  of  the  border- 
ers, till  the  boundaries  mould  be  determin- 
ed. During  the  fame  feffion,  he  reminded 
them  of  the  order,  and  delired  them  to  con- 
fider  it ;  telling  them  that  he  had  no  advice  of  July  4. 
the  appointment  of  Commiilioners.  His 

O 
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1737.  meaning  was,  that  the  commiffion  itfelf,  in 
which  they  were  named,  had  not  been  fent 
to  him  ;  nor  was  he  actually  informed  that 
it  was  in  America,  till  after  he  had  prorogued 
the  Affemblies  of  both  Provinces  to  the  fourth 
of  AugufL  In  obedience  to  the  royal  order, 
JNy  s*  the  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts  appointed  Jo- 
fiah  Willard,  Secretary,  and  Edward  Winf- 
low,  Sheriff  of  Suffolk,  to  be  the  two  public 
officers ;  on  whom,  or  at  whofe  place  of  abode, 
any  notice,  fummons,  or  other  procefs'  of  the 
Commiffioners,  might  be  ferved. 

On  the  day  appointed  eight  of  the   Corn- 
Anguft  i.  miflioners  met  at  Hampton.*     They  publifh- 
ed  their  commiffion,  opened  their  court,  chofe 
William  Parker  their  clerk,and  George  Mitch- 
el  furveyor.     On  the  fame  day,  the  Comrftit- 
Ms.nrigi.  tee  of  eight,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
hySar!AffemblV°f  New-Hampfhire,  in  April,  ap- 
**r-          peared  ;  and  delivered  a  paper  to  the  court, 
reciting  the  order  of  the   King,  for  the    ap- 
pointment of  two  public    officers  j  alleging 
that  the  Affembly  had  not  been   convened 
fince  the  arrival  of  that  order ;  but,  that  there 
fhould  be  no  failure  for  want  of  fuch  officers, 
they  appointed  Richard  Waldron>   Secretary, 
and  Eleazer  Ruffe!!,  Sheriff.     They  alfo  de- 
livered the  claim  and  demand  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire, in  the  following    words.     *  That  the 
*  fouthern  boundary  of  faid  Province  fhould 
begin  at  the  end  of  three  miles  north  from 
t&e   middle  of  the   channel   of  Merrimack 
rr  c  river>  where  it  runs  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean ; 

4'  Samuel  Vernon,^ 

/       *  William  Skene  PrcG.  ~\  From  John  Gardner,    I  From 

Erafmus  James  Phillipa,  V  Nova-  John  Potter,         >  Rhode- 

©tho  HamilcoD.  JiScotia.  Ezekitl  Warner, 

Cornel  J 
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*  and  from  thence  fhould  run,  on    a  flraight 
c  line,  weft,  up  into  the   main   land  (toward 

*  the  fouth  fea)  until  it  meets    his   Majefly's 
c  other  governments.     And  that  the  northern 

*  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire  fliould  begin 

*  at  the  entrance  of  Pif cataqua  harbour,  and 
c  fo  pals  up  the  fame,  into  the  river  of  New- 

*  ichwanock,  and  through    the   fame,   into 

*  the  fartheft  head  thereof  ;  and  from  thence 
e  northweflward,  (that  is,  north,  leis   than    a 

*  quarter  of  a  point,  weilwardly)  as  far  as  the 

*  Britiih  dominion  extends ;  and  alfo  the  wefl- 

*  ern  half  of  the  liles  of  Shoals,  we    lay,  lie* 

*  within  the  Province  of  New-Hampfhire.' 

The  fame  day,  Thomas  Berry  and  Benja- 
min Lynde,  Counfellors  of  MafTachufetts,  ap- 
peared and  delivered  the  vote  of  their  Affem- 
bly,  appointing  two  public  officers,  with  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the 
Governor,  purporting,  that  c  at  the  laft  fifing 
'  of  the  Affembly  there  was  no  account  that  any 

*  commiffion  had  arrived  ;  that  the  AfFembly 

*  flood  prorogued  to  the  fourth  of  Auguft  ; 

*  that  a  committee  had    been  appointed,  to 

*  draw  up  a  flate  of  their   demands,  which 

*  would  be  reported  at  the  next  feffion,  and 
'  therefore  praying  that  this  fliort  delay  might 

*  not  operate  to  their  difadvantage.'     Upon 
this,  the  committee  of  New-Hampfhire  drew 

up  and  prefented  another   paper,   charging  Auguft 
the  government  of  Maflachufetts  with  c  great 
'  backwardnefs,  and  averfion  to  any  meaf tires, 
4  which  had  a  tendency  to  the  fettlement  of 

*  this   long  fubfifling   controverfy  ;  and  alfo 

*  charging  their  agent,  in  England,  with  hav-  MS-  Min- 

*  ing  ufed  all  imaginable  artifices,  to  delay 

*  the  iflae  ;  for  which  reafon,  the  agent  of 


utcs. 
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1737.    £  New-Hampfliire  had  petitioned  the    King,. 

*  to  give  directions,  that  each  party  might  be 
'  fully  prepared,  to  give  in  a  ftate  of  their  de- 
4  mands,  at  thcfirji  meeting  of  the  Coinmiffion- 
c  ers  ;  which  direction  they   had  faithfully 

*  obferved,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  ;  and 

*  as  the  AiFembly  of  Maffachufetts  had  made 
4  no  feafbnable   preparation,  they  did,  in  be- 
4  half  of  New-Hampihire,  except  and  protefc 
c  againft  any  claim  or  evidence  being  receiv- 
c  ed  from  them,  and  pray  the  court  to  proceed 
6  ex  parte,  agreeably  to  the  commif  lion.' 

It  was  alleged  in  favor  of  Maffachufetts, 
that  by  the  firft  meeting  of  the  Commiilion- 
ers  could  not  be  meant  the  firil  day,  but  the 
firft  feffion.  The  court  underftood  the  word 
in  this  fenfe,  and  refolved,  that  MafFachufetts 
fliould  be  allowed  time,  till  the  eighth  of  Au- 
guib,  and  no  longer,  to  bring  in  their  claims  ; 
and  that  if  they  fliould  fail,  the  court  would 
proceed  exparte.  The  Court  then  adjourned 
to  the  eighth  day, 

Ajfrguft  4.        The  Affernbly  of  New-Hampfhire  met  on 
the  fourth  ;  and  the  Secretary,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's order,  prorogued  them  to  the  tenth, 
then  to  meet  at  Hampton-Falls.    On  the  fame 
Mafr,chu    day,  the  AfFembly  of  MafFachufetts   met  at 
fcrt«Aiiv-m.  Bofton  ;  and  after  they  had  received  the  re- 

bly  Records  .  / 

port  or  the  committee,  who  had  drawn  up 
their  claim,  and  difpatched  expreffes  to  New- 
York  and  New-Jerfey,  to  expedite  the  other 
Commiffioners  ;  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  fupport  their  claims  ;*  the  Governor  ad- 

*  This  committee  cr.nGfted  of  Edmund  Quincy,  William  Dudley,  Sam- 
ue!  Weli<^^  Thomas  Beriy^  aiid  Benjamin  JLyttdCj  of  the  Council  ;  and 
ELJSHA  COOKE  Thoma*  CuHiing,  Job  Almy^  Henry  Rolfe,  and  Nnrhan- 
k-1  Fcaflee^  of  the  Houfe.  Cook<:  died  while  the  Commiffioners  weie  fit- 
ring,  ile  had  besn  cnr^plojcd  ca  the  fctne  afTair  at  Ncwbury  iu 
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journed  them,  to  the  tenth  day,  then  to  meet  1737. 
at  Salisbury.  -Thus  the  Affemblies  of  both 
Provinces  were  drawn  within  five  miles  of 
each  other  ;  and  the  Governor  declared,  in 
his  fpeech,  that  he  would  c  act  as  a  common 
'  father  to  both.' 

The  claim  of  Maflachufetts  being  prepared,  ^UL>uft  ^ 
was  delivered  to  the  Court,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed. After  reciting  their  grant  and  char- 
ters and  the  judicial  determination  in  1677, 
they  afferted  their  *  claim  and  demand,  Hill 
'  to  hold  and  poffefs,  by  a  boundary  line,  on 
c  the  foutherly  fide  of  New-Hampmire,  be- 

*  ginning  at  the  fea,  three  Englifh  miles  north 
6  from  the  Black  Rocks,  fo  called,  at  the  mouth 
4  of  the  river  Merrimack,  as  it  emptied  itfelf 
c  into  the  fea  fixty  years    ago  ;  thence    run- 
4  ning  parallel  with  the  river,  as   far   north- 
6  ward  as  the  crotch  or  parting  of  the   river  ; 
'  thence  due  north,  as  far  as  a    certain    tree> 
c  commonly  known  for   more   than  feventy 
c  years  pad,  by  the  name    of  Endicot's   tree  \ 

*  (landing  three  miles  northward  of  faid  crotch 
'  or  parting  of  Merrimack  river  ;  and  thence, 
'  due  weft  to  the  South  Sea  ;  which  (they  faid} 
c  they  were  able  to  prove,  by  ancient  and  in- 
'  conteftible  evidence,  were  the  bounds  inten- 

*  ded,  granted,  and  adjudged  to  them  ;  and 

*  they  infifted  on  the  grant  and  fettlement  as 
c  above  faid,  to  be  conclufive  and  irrefragable. 

4  On  the  northerly  fide  of  New-Hampihiret 

*  they  claimed  a  boundary  line,  beginning  at 
c  the  entrance  of  Pifcataqua  harbour  ;  palling 

and  it  was  by  his  means  that  the  bufincfs  was  then  obftru$cd.  In  refer* 
ence  to  this,  Bdcher,  in  a  private  letter  t\v<t,  »  Ge'ierations  to  come  will 
rile  up  and  eall  him  CURSED.'  O:i  account  of  Cooke's  death,  and  the  ab- 
fcnce  of  another  caembtr,  they  appointed  John  Read  aud  Robert  Auchuio- 
17,  Aaguft  ij. 
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1737.  *  up  the  fame,  to  the  river  Newlchwanock  ; 
1  through  that  to  the  fartheft  head  thereof, 
4  and  from  thence  a  due  north  weft  line,  till 
1  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the 

*  mouth  of  Pifcata qua  harbour  be  rwifhed,' 

The  Court  ordered  copies  of  the  claims  of 
each  Province,  to  be  drawn  and  exchanged  ; 
and  having  appointed  Benjamin  Rolfe  of  Bof- 
ton,  an  additional  Clerk,  tluy  adjourned  to 
the  tenth  day  of  the  month. 
i  o.  On  that  day  both  AfTemblies  met  at  the 
appointed  places.  A  cavalcade  was  formed 
from  Boflon  to  Salifbury,  and  the  Governof 
rode  in  ftate,  attended  by  a  troop  of  horfe.* 
He  was  met  at  Newbury  ferry  by  another 
troop  ;  who,  joined  by  cliree  more  at  the  fup- 
pofed  divifional  line,  conducted  him  to  the 
George  Tavern,  at  Hampton-Falls  ;  where 
he  held  a  Council  and  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
AfTembly  of  New-Hampftiire.  Whilft  both 
AfTemblies  were  in  feflion  ;  the  Governor, 
with  a  felecl:  company,  made  an  excuriion,  of 
three  days,  to  the  falls  of  Amufkeag  ;  an  ac- 
count of  which  was  publimed  in  the  papers, 
and  concluded  in  the  following  manner  : 

*  His  Excellency  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
weekly     €  fine  foil  of  Chefter,  the   extraordinary  im- 

*'  '  provements  at  Derry,  and  the  mighty  falls 
c  at  Skeag/ 

*  This  proccflion  occttfioned    the  following  pasquinade,  in  an  afiumed 
Hibernian  ftyle. 

«  Dear  Paddy,  yew  ne'er  did  behold  fuch  a  fight, 
A»  yefterday  morning  was  feen  before  night. 
You  in  all  your  born  days  faw,  nor  I  didn't  neither, 
So  many  fine  nodes  and  men  ride  together. 
At  the  head,  the  lower  houfe  trotted  two  in  a  row, 
Then  all  the  highrr  houfe  prancM  after  the  low  ; 
Then  the  Governor's  coach  gallop 'd  on  like  the  wind, 
And  the  hft  that  came  foremoft  were  troopers  behind  ; 
But  I  fear  i?  means  BO  goorfj  to  your  netk  nor  mine  ; 
For  thej  fey  'ris>  to  fix  a  rigbt  place  for  the  line.' 

Collcdion  of  Pflemi,  p.  54. 
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In  the  fpeech,  which  the  Governor  made  1737* 
to  the  Aflembly  of  New-Ham  pfhire,  he  re- 
commended to  them  to  appoint  two  officers, 
agreeably  to  his  Majefty's  commiffion.  The 
Aflembly  appeared  to  be  much  furprifed  at 
this  fpeech  ;  and  in  their  anfwer,  faid,  that 

*  the  committee  before  appointed  had  already  Affeaibir 

*  given  in  the  names  of  two  officers,   which  J°.un™*lan€ 

*  they  approved  of  ;  for  had  it  not  been  done,  brief, 

*  at  the  fir  it  meeting  of  the    Commiffioners, 
fr  they  might  have  proceeded  ex  partt." 

Confidering  the  temper  and  views  of  Mr* 
Belcher's  opponents,  this  was  rather  unfortu- 
nate for  him,  fo  foon  after  his  profeffion  of 
being  c  a  common  father  to  both  Provinces.* 
For  if  the  committee  had  a  right  to  nominate 
the  two  officers,  then  his  recommendation 
was  needlefs  ;  if  they  had  not,  it  might  juft> 
ly  be  aiked,  why  did  he  not  call  the  Aflem-* 
bly  together,  on  the  fixth  of  July,  to  which 
day  they  had  been  prorogued  ?  The  ex- 
eufe  was,  that  he  did  it,  to  avoid  any  objec- 
tion, which  might  be  made  to  the  regularity 
of  their  appointment ;  and  to  give  them  an? 
opportunity  to  ratify  and  confirm  it.  The 
truth  was,  that  Mr.  Belcher  highly  refented 
the  conduct  of  the  committee  of  New-Hamp~ 
fhire,  who  concealed  the  commiffion,  and 
never  communicated  it  to  him  in  form.  Had 
he  been  aware  of  the  ufe,  which  his  enemies 
might  make,  of  his  rigid  adherence  to  forms1, 
when  he  could  not  but  know  the  contents  oF 
the  commiffion,  and  the  time  when  it  muft 
be  executed,  prudence  might  have  dictated  a 
more  flexible  conduct.  They  did  not  fail?,, 
to  make  the  utmoft  advantage  of  his  miftakes^ 
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1737.    to  ferve  the  main  ca ufe  which   they  had  in 
view. 

The  exprefies  which  were  fent  by  MafTa- 
chufetts,  to  call  the  other  Commiflioners,  had 
no  other  efFecl  than  to  add  to  the  number, 
Philip  Livingftone,  from  New- York  ;  who, 
being  fenior  in  nomination,  prefided  in  the 
Court. 

To  prevent  the  delay,  which  would  una- 
voidably attend  the  taking  of  plans  from  ac- 
tual furveys  j  the  Gommiflioners  recom- 
mended, to  both  Affemblies,  to  agree  upon  a 
plan,  by  which  the  pretenfions  of  each  Prov- 
ince mould  be  underftood  ;  but  as  this  could 
not  be  done,  a  plan  drawn*  by  Mitchel  was 
accepted,  and  when  their  refult  was  made 
this  plan  was  annexed  to  it.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  hear  the  anfwers,  which  each  party 
made,  to  the  demands  of  the  other,  and  to 
examine  witneffes  on  both  fides.  Neither 
party  was  willing  to  admit  the  evidence,  pro- 
duced by  the  other,  and  mutual  exceptions 
and  protefts  were  entered.  The  points  in 
debate  were,  whether  Merrimack  river,  at 
that  time,  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  at  the 
fame  place  where  it  did  fixty  years  before  ? 
Whether  it  bore  the  fame  name,  from  the 
fea,  up  to  the  crotch  ?  and  whether  it  were 
poffible  to  draw  a  parallel  line,  three  miles 
northward,  of  every  part  of  a  river  ;  the 
courfe  of  which  was,  in  fome  places,  from 
north  to  fouth  ? 

With  refpe6t  to  the  boundary  line,  between 
New-Hampfhire  and  Maine  ;  the  controvert- 
ed points  were,  whether  it  mould  run  up  the 
middle  of  the  river,  or  on  its  north-eaftern 
fhore  ;  and  whether  the  line,  from  the  head 
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the  river,  fliould  be  due  north-weft,  or  on-    1737. 
ly  a  few  degrees  weflward  of  north. 

The  grand  point  on  which  the  whole  con- 
troverfy  refpecling  the  fouthern  line  turned, 
was,  whether  the  charter  of  William  and 
Mary  granted  to  Maffachufetts,  all  the  lands 
which  were  granted,  by  the  charter  of  Charles 
the  fir  ft  ?  On  this  queftion,  the  Commif- 
fioners  did  not  come  to  any  conclusion.  Rea- 
fons  of  policy  might  have  fome  weight,  to 
render  them  indecifive  ;  but,  whether  it  were 
really  fo  or  not,  they  made  and  pronounced 
their  reiult  in  the  following  words.  In  '  pur-  Scv*-  *• 

*  fuance    of  his    Majefty's   commiffion,   the  MS  copy. 
4  Court  took  under  coniicieration,  the  eviden- 

c  ces,  pleas,  and  allegations  offered  and  made  £l7fr!Jhu- 
c  by  each  party  :  and  upon   mature    advife-  lctts.  ,Af" 

r     .  .         fembiy,  p. 

'  ment  on  the  whole,  a  doubt  aroie  in   point  35. 
4  of  law  ;  and  the  Court  thereupon  came  to 
'  the  following  refolution.     That  if  the  char- 
'  ter  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  grants 

*  to  the  Province  of  Mailachufetts   Bay,  all 
c  the  lands  granted  by  the  charter  of  King 
c  Charles  the  firft,  lying  to  the  northward  of 
'  Merrimack  river  ;  then  the  Court  adjudge 

*  and  determine,  that  a  line  fliall  run,  paral- 
'  lei  with  the  faid  river,  at  the  diflance  of  three 

*  Englifh  miles,  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
c  faid  river,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of 
(  the   Black  Rocks,  fo  called,   at   low   water 
'  mark  and  from  thence  to  run  to  the  crotch, 

*  where  the  rivers  of  PemigewaiTet  and  Win- 
c  ipifeogee  meet  ;  and  from  thence  due  north 
c  three  miles,  and  from  thence  due  weft,  to- 
c  ward  the  fouth  fea,  until  it  meets   with   his 

*  Majefty's  other  governments  ;  which  fhall 

*  be  the  boundary  or  dividing  Hue,  betweem 

P 
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1737.    '  the  faid   Provinces    of  Maffachufetts    and 

*  New-Hampfhire,on  that  fide.    But,  if  other- 

*  wife,  then  the  Court  adjudge  and  determine, 
4  that  a  line  on  the    foutherly  fide  of  New- 
4  Hampfhire,  beginning  at    the  diftance  of 
4  three  miles  north,  from  the  foutherly  fide  of 
c  the  Black  Rocks    aforefaid,   at  low   water 

*  mark,  and  from  thence  running  due  weft, 
4  up  into  the  main   land,  toward  the  fouth 

*  fea,  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's  other 
4  governments,  mall  be  the  boundary  line  be- 
4  tween  the  faid  Provinces,  on  the  fide  afore- 

*  faid :  Which  point  in  doubt, the  Court  hum- 
4  bly  fubmit,  to  the  wife  consideration  of  his 
4  moil  facred  Majefty,  in  his  Privy  Council  ; 

*  to  be  determined  according  to  his  royal  will 
4  and  pleafure. 

*  As  to  the  northern  boundary,  between 
4  the  faid  Provinces,  the  Court  refolve  and  de- 
4  termine  ;  that  the  dividing  line  fliall  pafs 
4  through  the  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  harbour, 
4  and  up  the  middle  of  the  river  of  Newich- 
4  wanock,  (part  of  which  is  now  called  Sal- 
4  mon-Falls)  and  through  the  middle  of  the 

4  fame,  to  the  fartheft  head  thereof,  and  from 

5  thence  north,    two  degrees    wefterly,  until 
4  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be  finifhed, 
4  from  the  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  harbour  afore- 
4  faid  ;  or  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's 
4  other  governments.    And,  that  the  dividing 

*  line  fliall  part  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,   and   run 
4  through  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  between 
4  the  iflands,  to  the  fea,  on  the  foutherly  fide  5 
'  and  that  the  fouthweflerly  part  of  faid  ifl- 
4  ands  fhall  lie  in,  and  be  accounted  part  of, 
4  the  Province  of  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  that 
4  the  north-eafteriy   part  thereof  fliall  lie  in, 
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*  and  be  accounted  part  of,  the  Province  of    1737* 
'  MafTachufetts  Bay  ;  and  be  held  and  enjoy- 

*  ed  by  the  faid  Provinces  refpe&ively,  in  the 
c  fame  manner  as  they  now  do,  and  have  here- 

*  tofore  held  and  enjoyed  the  fame. 

*  And  the  Court  do  further  adjudge,  that 

<  the  cofb  and  charge  ariling  by   taking  out 

*  the  Commiffion,  and  alfo  of  the   Commit 

<  fioners  and  their  officers,  viz.  the  two  Clerks, 
c  Surveyor  and  Waiter, for  their  travelling  ex- 
c  penfes,  and  attendance  in  the  execution  of  the 

*  fame,be  equally  borne  by  the  faid  Provinces.' 

Thus  this  long  depending  queftion,  after 
all  the  time,  expenfe  and  argument,  which  it 
had  occafioned,  remained  undecided. 

When  this  evafive  decree  was  publimed, 
the  Commiffioners  adjourned,  to  the  four- 
teenth of  O6lober,  to  receive  appeals  ;  and 
the  fame  day,  the  Governor,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  Council  only,  adjourned  the  AiTembly  of 
New-HampQiire  to  the  twelfth  of  October. 
By  this  fudden  adjournment,  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  them  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  decree, 
before  their  difperfion,  or  to  frame  an  appeal, 
till  two  days  before  the  time,  when  it  mufi 
have  been  prefented.  The  AfTembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  continued  their  feffion,  at  Salifbu- 
ry,  five  days  longer.  On  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, they  obtained  copies  of  the  royal 
Commiffion,  and  the  decree  of  the  Commif- 
fioners, which  they  entered  on  their  journal. 
On  the  fixth,  they  agreed  upon  an  appeal  ; 
and  on  the  feventh,  at  the  united  requeft  of 
both  Houfes,  the  Governor  adjourned  them 
to  the  12th  of  Odober. 

The  fudden  adjournment  of  the  Affembly 
of  New-Hampfhire,  when  that  of  MaflTachu- 
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1737.  fetts  continued  their  feffion,  was  unfortunate 
for  Governor  Belcher  ;  and  gave  his  oppo- 
nents another  ad  vantage,  to  purfue  their  grand 

Printed      defign  againft   him.     The   reafons  affigned 

brief.  for  it  were,  that  the  report  of  the  Commit 
fioners  being  fpecial,  the  whole  matter  would 
of  courfe  come  before  the  King,  without  any 
appeal  from  either  Province.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  a  majority  of  the  Council  were  againft  an 
appeal.  That  as  the  committee,  appointed 
in  April,  had  the  fame  power  to  act  in  the 
recefs,  as  in  the  feffion  of  the  Aflembly  ;  and, 
as  the  Council  were  againft  appealing  ;  fo 
the  appeal  could  not  be  made,  by  the  whole 
AiTambly,  and  therefore  the  Governor 
thought,  that  the  beft  fervice  which  he  could 
do  to  the  Province,  was  to  adjourn  the  AfTem- 
bly,  and  leave  the  whole  bufinefs  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee.  With  refpecl:  to  the  fhort 
time,  between  the  12th  and  14th  of  O6lober, 
it  was  obferved,  that  the  claim  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  was  contained  in  a  few  lines,  and  their 
exceptions  to  the  judgment  of  the  Commif- 
{ioners  might  be  prepared  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour. 

Both  Aflemblies  met  again,   in  the    fame 

oa.  is.  placeS5  at  the  appointed  time.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  of  New-Hampfhire  having,  by  the 
help  of  their  committee,  in  the  recefs  of  the 
AiFembly,  obtained  the  papers,  framed  their 
exceptions  and  fent  a  meffage,  to  know  if  the 
Council  were  fitting  ;  but  the  Council  be- 
ing determined  againft  an  appeal,  had  met 
and  adjourned,  without  doing  any  bufinefs. 
The  Houfe  therefore  was  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  defiring  the  Commiffioners  to  receive 
their  appeal,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
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Governor  and  Council.  The  appeal,  from  1737. 
the  Affeinbly  of  MafTachufetts,  was  prefented 
in  due  form,  authenticated  by  the  Speaker, 
Secretary  and  Governor.  Their  committee 
entered  a  proteft  againft  the  appeal  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  becaufe  it  was  not  an  ac~l  of  the 
whole  Legiflature  ;  neverthelefs,  the  Com- 
miffioners  received  it,  and  entered  it  on  their 
minutes.  Having  received  thefe  appeals,  the 
Commiffioners  adjourned  their  Court  to  the 
firlt  of  Auguft  in  the  next  year,  but  they  nev- 
er met  again. 

The  AiTembly  of  MafTachufetts  appointed 

T-I  f\     •  JT^-I          J     iV          •   i          Maff^cho- 

Edmund    Qumcy    and    Richard  Partridge  fctts  j»ur. 
Agents,  to  join  with  Francis  Wilks,their  form-  ^biy?f" 
er  agent,  in   the  profecution  of  their   appeal 
before  the  King  ;  and  raifed  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penfe. 

When  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  propofed  the  railing  of  money,  to  profe-  Fr|ntcd< 
cute  their  appeal,  the  Council  nonconcurred  brief. 
the  vote.     Their  reafons  were,  that  the   ap- 
peal was  not  an  acl:  of  the  Council  ;  that  they 
had  no  voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  agent ; 
and,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the    affair,  the 
Houfe  had  declared  to  the  Council,  that  the 
expenfe  of  it  would  be  defrayed  by  private 
fubfcription. 

At  this  feffion  of  the  Maflachufetts  AfTem- 
bly,  Mr.  Belcher  put  them  in  mind  that  he 
had  fuffered  in  his  intereft,  by  the  continual- 
ly finking  value  of  their  bills  of  credit,  in 
which  his  falary  was  paid  ;  a  point  which 
he  had,  often  before,  urged  them  to  coniider.  IL  390, 
In  anfwer  to  this  meflage,  they  made  him  a 
grant  of  ,£333,6,8,  in  bills  of  the  new  tenor, 
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1 737,  The  fame  day,  they  made  a  grant  of  the  like 
fum,  to  the  Prefident  of  Harvard  College. 
Both  thefe  fums  appear  to  have  been  juflly 
due  ;  and  at  any  other  time,  no  exception 
could  have  been  made  to  either.  But,  be- 
caufe  the  grant  to  the  Governor  happened  to 
be  made,  at  the  fame  time  with  the  grant  of 
.=£2000  fterling  to  the  agents,  his  opponents 
pretended,  that  he  received  it  as  a  bribe,  from 
the  AfTembly  of  MafTachufetts,  for  favoring 
their  caufe. 

The  appeal  of  New-Hampfhire,  from  the 

**$s.  judgment  of  the  Commiffioners,  was  found- 
ed on  the  following  reafons.  With  refpecl 
to  the  foutherly  line  ;  becaufe  it  made  the 
Black  Rocks,  lying  in  a  bay  of  Merrimack 
river,  the  point  from  which  the  three  miles 
were  to  be  meafured  ;  which  point  was  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  the  river's  mouth ; 
and,  becaufe  a  line,  parallel  with  the  river, 
was  not  only  impracticable,  but  founded  on 
the  old  charter,  which  had  been  vacated  ;  and, 
if  practicable,  yet  ought  not  to  go  farther 
than  the  river  held  a  weilerly  courfe.  With 
refpecl  to  the  northern  boundary,  they  ob- 
jected to  that  part  of  the  judgment  only, 
which  directed  the  line  to  run  up  the  middle 
of  the  river  ;  alleging  that  the  grant  to  Gor- 
ges was  only  of  land,  between  that  river  and 
Kennebec  ;  and  that  New-Hampfhire  had  al- 
ways been  in  poffeffion  of  the  whole  river, 
and  had  maintained  a  fortrefs  which  com- 
manded its  entrance. 

The  appeal  of  MaiTachufetts  was  grounded 
on  the  following  reafons.  That  by  the  char- 
ter o£  William  and  Mary,  the  old  Colony  of 
Maffachufelts  was  re-incorporated  without 
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any  exception  ;  that  this  charter  empowered  1737. 
the  Governor  and  General  AiTembly  to  grant 
all  lands,  comprehended  in  the  old  Colony  ; 
that  the  committee  of  New-Hampfhire  ac- 
inowledged,  that  New-Hampfhire  lay  with- 
>ut  the  late  Colony  of  MafTachufetts,  by  de- 
claring that  it  was  between  that  and  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine  ;  that  the  weft  line,  claimed  by 
New-Hampfhire,  would  crofs  Merrimack  riv- 
er, thirty  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  exclude 
forty  miles  of  faid  river  out  of  MafTachufetts, 
though  declared,  by  both  charters,  to  be  in 
it.  They  objected  to  extending  the  line  of 
New-Hampfhire  till  it  fhould  meet  with  his 
Majefty's  other  governments  ;  becaufe  accord- 
ing to  Mafons gra?2t^  New-Hampfhire  could 
extend  no  farther  than  fixty  miles  from  the 
fea.  With  refpecl  to  the  northern  boundary, 
they  objected  to  a  line  north,  two  degrees 
weftwardly,  alleging  that  it  ought  to  be  on 
the  northweft  point  ;  they  alfo  excepted  to 
the  protraction  of  this  line,  till  it  mould  meet 
with  his  Majeity's  other  governments  ;  al- 
leging that  it  ought  to  extend  no  farther  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  the  fixed  lim- 
its of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  Maflachufetts  that 
their  committee  had  brought  Mafon's  grant, 
in  evidence  to  the  Commiflioners,  and  again 
recited  it  in  their  appeal ;  for  a  line  of  fixty 
miles  from  the  fea  would  crofs  Merrimack 
river,  long  before  the  fimilar  curve  line,  for 
which  they  con  tended,,  could  be  completed. 
Befides,  Mafon's  grant  extended  to  Naum- 
keag  ;  which  was  much  further  fouthward, 
than  they  would  have  been  willing  to  admit. 
It  may  feem  curious  gnd  unaccountable  ta 


120  HISTORY  OF 

1737.  moil  readers,  that  the  Commiflioners  mould 
determine  the  northern,  or  rather  eailern 
bounds  of  the  northern  part  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  to  be  a  line  drawn  north,  t*wo  degrees 
ivefterly,  from  the  head  of  Salmon-fall  River  ; 
when  the  exprefs  words  of  Gorges'  patent 
are  4  north  weftward.'  The  agents  for  Maf- 
\c,hing  fachufetts,  when  this  claim  was  put  in  by 
New-Hampfliire,  could  hardly  think  it  was 
feriouily  meant,  when  it  was  alleged  that  by 
north  weftward  muft  be  under  flood,  north  a 
link  weftward.  The  only  oftenfible  reafon, 
given  for  this  conftruclion  was,  that  if  a 

commif.    northweft  line  had    been  intended,  then  a 

fioncr3.  foutheaft  line,  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  would  leave  all  the  liles  of  Shoals 
in  New-Hampmire  ;  whereas,  the  dividing 
line  runs  between  them.  On  the  other  fide, 
it  might  have  been  faid,  with  equal  proprie- 
ty, that  a  line  drawn  fouth,  two  degrees  eaft, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  would  leave 
all  thefe  iilands  in  MafTachufetts,  For  the 
point  where  the  iflands  are  divided  bears 
fouth,  twenty-nine  degrees  eaft,  from  the 
middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth  ;  the  varia- 

x?8l>       tion  of  the  needle  being  fix  degrees  weft. 

When  this  affair  was  again  agitated  in 
England,  the  agents  of  Maffachufetts  obtain- 
ed a  certificate  from  the  learned  Dr.  Halley, 
that  a  line  northweftward  ought  to  run  for- 
ty-five degrees  weftward  of  the  north  point. 
This  was  demonftratively  true  ;  but  there 
were  political  reafons  for  difTenting  from 
mathematical  demonftration.  One  of  them 
is  thus  exprefled,  in  a  private  letter,  from  a 
committee  of  the  Affembly,  to  their  agent 
Thomlinfon.  *  We  hope  that  the  northern 
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fc  line  will  be  but  a  few  degrees  to  the  weftward    1 737« 
(  of  north, that  his  Majefty's  Province  may  in- 
'  elude  the  greateil  number,  and   bell   mafl 

*  trees  for   the  royal   navy.'     Though  this 
thought   might   never  have  occurred    to  a 
mathematician,  yet  fome  of  the  commiffion- 
ers  were  doubtlefs  acquainted  with  it  ;  and 
it  was  too  important,  not  to  have  been  com- 
municated to  the  King's  ininiiters.     Anoth- 
er political  reafon  of  diffent  was,  that  by  en- 
larging   New-Hampfhire,  there  would  be  a 
better  profpect  of  obtaining  a  difimcl  Gov- 
ernor which  was  the  grand  object  in  view. 

The  new  agent  of  MafTachufetts,  Edmund  1738» 
Quincy,  died  of  the  fmall  pox,  foon  after  his 
arrival  in  London.  The  affair  was  then  left 
in  the  hands  of  Wilks  and  Partridge,  neither 
of  whom  underflood  fo  much  of  the  contro- 
verfy  as  Thomlinfon  ;  who  was  alfo  far  fu- 
perior  to  them  in  addrefs.  In  his  letters,  to 
his  friends  in  New-Hampftiire,  he  frequently 
blames  them  for  their  negligence,  in  not 
fending  to  him  the  neceflary  papers  in  proper 
feafon  ;  and  when  fent,  for  the  want  of  cor- 
reclnefs  and  regularity  in  them.  But  their 
deficiency  was  abundantly  compenfated  by 
the  dexterity  of  his  folicitor,  Paris  ;  who  drew 
up  a  long  '  petition  of  appeal  ;'  in  which,  all 
the  circumftances,  attending  the  whole  tranf- 
aclion,  from  the  beginning,  were  recited,  and 
colored,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  afperle  the 
Governor  and  Aflembly  of  c  the  vaft,  opulent, 

*  overgrown.    Province    of   Maffachufetts  ;' 
while  '  the  poor,  little,  loyal,  diilreffed  Prov- 

*  ince  of  New-Hampfhire'  was  reprefented  as 
ready  to  be  devoured,  and  the  kings   own 
property  and  poiTefTions   fwailowed  up,  by 

Q 
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1738.  the  boundleis  rapacity  of  the  charter  govern- 
ment. Concerning  the  manner  in  which  this 
maflerly  philippic  was  framed,  and  the  prin- 
cipal object  at  which  it  was  directed,  there 
can  be  no  better  evidence,  than  that  which 
is  contained  in  a  letter,  written  by  Parris  to 
Thorn! infon,  and  by  him  fent  to  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  4  Two  nights  ago,  I  received  a  heap 
c  of  papers  from  you,  about  the  lines  ;  and 

Ftb.  4'  <  have  been  four  times  to  the  Colony  Office, 
4  and  Board  of  Trade,  to  difcovcr  what  I  could 

*  in  this  imperfect  affair  ;  but  cannot  fee  the 
4  cafe,  till  after  Tuefday  next.     Notwithftand- 
4  ing  which,  I  have,  as  well  as  I  can,  without 
''proper  materials,  drawn  up   a   long   petition 
4  of  appeal,  to  his  Majefly  ;  and  as  the  Maffa- 
4  chufetts  have  not  yet  prefented  theirs,  I  fend 
4  you  the  draught  of  it,  and   hope   we  fhali 
4  have   our    appeal,  as  well  as   the  petition, 

*  from  the  New-Hampihire  AiTembly,  in,  be- 

*  fore  the  Maflachufetts  get  theirs   in.     Had 
4  your  principals  considered  the  great   confe- 

*  quence  of  being  firfl,  furely,  in  all  this  time, 

*  they  would  have  fent  you  a   copy  of  their 
4  proceedings,  in  order  to  have  enabled  us  to 
4  be  firfl ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  am  forced  to  guefs  at 
4  matters,  and  affirm  faffs  at  adventure,  or  upon 
c  dubiovis  paffages  in  letters ;  which  is  a  fad  way 
4  of  proceeding,  and  I  wifh  we  do  not  miflake 
4  fome  facts.     They  oblige  us  to  make  brick 

*  without  ftraw.     Above  all,  why  did    they 
4  not    fend    a    copy  of   their    own    appeal  ? 
4  For  want  of  it,  I  have  been  forced  to  guefs 
4  what  that  appeal  was,  from  loofe  paffages  in 
4  Mr.  A's  letters.     Beg  them,  immediately  to 
4  order,  an  exact  copy  to  be  made  of  all  their 
4  votes,  from  March  to  October   laft.     Had 
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*  thefe  votes  c'ome  over  regularly  and  an  then-    1738. 
*tically,  his  EXCELLENCY  would  have  been 
*-Jhaken  quite  down,  in  a  few  weeks  by  them. 

*  You'll  obferve,  I  have  laid  it  on  him  pretty 

*  handfomely,  in  my  petition  to  the  King.'* 

Thus  the  petition  of  appeal  became  a  peti- 
tion of  complaint,  againft  the  Governor  and 
Aflembly  of  Maflachufetts.  Copies  were  de- 
livered to  their  agents,  and  the  Governor  was 
ordered  to  make  anfwer  to  the  allegations 
againft  him.  At  the  fame  time,  Thomlinfon 
advifed  his  friends  in  New-Hampfliire,  to 
prepare  their  proofs,  as  ftlently  as  poffible  ; 
and  by  110  means  to  eive  any  offence  to  the  Thomiin* 

rr      .  Jr     ,         r  ,  ,      foo's  MS 

Governor  ;  aiiunng  them  or  the  favorable  letters. 
difpofition   of   feveral   Lords    of  the  Privy 
Council,  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Trade,  to- 
ward their  caufev ;  and  that  they  had  need 
to  be  in  no  pain,  about  the  event. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Quincy  at  this  critical 
period,  and  the  length  of  time  neceflary  to 
prepare  and  fend  over  anfwers,  to  the  com- 
plaint which  Parris  had  thus  artfully  drawn 
up,  obliged  the  agents  of  Maffachufetts  to  fu£- 
pend  the  prefenting  of  their  appeal  for  fever- 
al  months. 


*  This  petition  is  printed  at  large,  in  the  Jonrral  of  tfcc  M^fTachnfetts 
Aflbtnbly  for  1738,  with  their  vindication  annexed,  in  which  they  call  the 
petition  '•  a  chain  cf  blundering,  if  not  malicious  falfchoocU** 
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Revival  of  MASON'S  claim.  Accufationt  againft  RSLCBER, 
r^al  and  forged*  Royal  cenfure.  Final  eftablj/hment  of  the 
lirfs,  HUTCHISON'S  agency.  Spani/h  <war.  BELCHKR'S 
zeal  and  fidelity*  His  removal.  Examination  of  hit  cbarafler. 

J  HE  fpirit  of  intrigue  was  not 
confined  to  New-Hampfhire  ;  for  the  poli- 
ticians of  Maflachufetts,  by  biinging  into 
view  the  long  dormant  claim  of  Mafon,  had 
another  game  to  play,  befides  proving  the 
iinall  extent  of  New-Hampfhire.  They  per- 
ceived that  the  line,  whether  fettled  accord- 
ing to  their  own  demand  or  that  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  would  cut  off  a  confiderable 
part  of  feveral  of  their  townfhips  ;  and 
though  they  had,  by  their  agent,  obtained  a 
promife,  that  private  property  fhould  not  be 
affedled  by  the  line  of  jurifdiction,  yet  they 
thought  it  befl  to  have  fome  other  fecurity. 

For  what  reafon  the  government  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  did  not  purchafe  the  Province  of 
New-Hampfhire,  from  Robert  Mafon,  at  the 
fame  time  (1677)  that  they  purchafed  the 
province  of  Maine,  from  the  heirs  of  Gor- 
ges, we  are  not  now  able  precifely  to  deter- 
mine. It  is  probable  that  the  purchafe  might 
See  v>i  i.  then  have  been  eafily  made,  and  much  con- 
troverfy  prevented.  When  it  was  fold,  by 
John  and  Robert  Mafon,  to  Samuel  Allen 
(1691)  the  bargain  was  made  in  England  ; 
and  the  lands  were,  by  fic"lion  of  law,  fuppofed 
to  be  there  ;*  by  which  means,  the  procefs 

*  In  tbtf  procrss  by  which  the  email  was  then  docked,  the  fltoation   of 
the  lards  i?  cjprcffcd  in  thtfr  words. 

'In  Ne*-Hampfhire,  Moii,  Mafonia,  Lacnnia,  Mafon -hall   and    Ma- 
f  riaua,  in  NeW'Englaad,  ia  America,  ia  the  parish  of  Greenwich.3 

MS  in  Proprietary  Of5cc» 
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refpefting  the  fine  and  recovery  was  carried 
on  in  the  Court  of  King's  bench.  During 
the  lives  of  the  two  Mafons,  110  notice  was 
taken  of  the  fuppofed  flaw  ;  and  the  fale  to 
Allen  was  not  difputed.  The  brothers  re- 
turned to  America,  John  the  elder,  died 
without  ifiue.  Robert  married  in  New- 
England,  and  had  a  fon  ;  who,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  conceived  hopes  of  invalidating 
Allen's  purchafe,  and  regaining  his  paternal 
inheritance  ;  which  it  was  fuppofed  could  not 
have  been  transferred  by  his  father  and  un- 
cle, for  any  longer  term,  than  -their  own 
lives.  It  was  alfo  faid  that  the  fiction,  by 
which  the  lands  were  defcribed,  to  be  within 
the  jurifdi6tion  of  the  Courts  of  Weil  minder 
Hall,  rendered  the  proceedings  void  ;  and 
therefore  that  the  entail  was  dill  good.  Filled 
with  thefe  ideas,  he  made  drenuous  exertions, 
to  acquire  moaey,to  ailifb  him  in  realizing  -his 
expectations ;  but  died  in  the  rnidd  of  his  days, 
at  the  Havanna,  whither  he  had  made  a  voyage  (1713.) 
with  this  view.  His  eldeft  fon,  John  Tuf- 
ton,  was  bred  to  a  mechanical  employ- 
ment in  Boflon  ;  and  came  of  age,  about  the 
time  in  which  the  controverfy  between  the 
two  Provinces  was  in  agitation.  He  inher- 
ited the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  his  ancedors, 
and  the  public  controverfy  called  his  atten- 
tion to  his  intered.  On  this  young  man,  I73&, 
the  polticians  caft  their  eyes  ;  and  having 
confulted  council  on  the  validity  of  his 
claim,  and  the  defecl  of  the  transfer  ;  they 
encouraged  him  to  hope,  that  this  was  the  MS  copy 
mod  favorable  time  to  affert  his  preten-  °^^sh 
fions.  Had  they  purchased  his  claim  at  muty'»o. 
once  j  they  might  doubtleft  have  obtained  piui008' 
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11  38.  it  for  a  trifle,  and  have  greatly  embarrafTed 
the  views  of  their  antagonists.  Inltead  of 
fuch  a  ftroke  of  liberal  policy,  they  treated 
with  him,  concerning  the  releafe  of  all  thofe 
lands,  in  Salisbury,  Amefbury,  Haverhill, 
Methuen  and  Dracut,  which  the  line  would 
cut  off;  and,  for  five  hundred  pounds  cur- 
rency, obtained  a  quit-claim  of  twenty-three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-five  acres. 

joi  i.  They  alfo  admitted  his  memorial  to  the  A£- 
fernblv:  in  which  he  reprelented  to  them, 

Journal  of,  .*.       #  .,  1111  rr*    /-» 

that  his  mtereil  might  probably  be  affect- 
ed, by  the  final  determination  of  the  line, 
and  praying  that  the  Province  would  be  at 
die  expenfe  of  his  voyage  to  England,  to  take 
proper  meaiures  for  fecuring  it.  To  this 
they  confented,  on  condition  that  he  ihould 
prove  his  defcent  from  Capt.  John  Mafon, 
the  original  patentee.  Depofitions  were  ac- 
topics  cordingly  taken  in  both  Provinces,  to  which 
tne  Public  feals  were  affixed  ;  and  they  put 
him  under  the  direction  of  their  agents,  or- 
dering his  expenfes  to  be  paid,  as  long  as  they 
fhould  judge  his  prefence  in  England  iervicea- 
ble  to  their  views. 

The  agents  ftated  his  cafe  to  their  Coun- 
cil,  the  King's  folicitor  ;  and  afked  his  opin- 
'lon  now  tne7  fl1011^  proceed  ;  but  he  advi- 


office  «f  fed  them,  not  to  bring  him  into  view,  left  the 
Lords  ihould  think  it  an  artifice,  intended  to 
perplex  the  maincaufe.  On  this  confederation, 
they  difiniffed  him  from  any  farther  atten- 
dance ;  and  paid  his  expenfes,  amounting  to 
above  ninety  pounds  iterling.* 

*  Mr,  Hntcbinfon,  In  his  HJftory  of  Maffachufetts,  has  pa  (Ted  ever  this 
who?*  tranfa&iou  in  filcuce  ;  though  it  is  well  known  that  he  was  one  cf 
die  managers  «f  it.  Sc«  Jovraal  of  Maff.  Rep.  Juae  2,  1738,  p.  11. 
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Such  a  tranfa&ion,  though  conduced  as    1738. 
privately  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would 
admit,  did  not  efcape  the  vigilance  of  Thom- 
linfon  ;    who,  on  finding   Mafon  detached 
rom  the  agents  of  Maffachufetts,  entered  in- 

an  agreement  with  him,  for  the  releafe  of 
whole  intereft,  to  the  affembly  of  New- 
Hampmire  ;  in  confideration  of  the  payment 
of  one  thoufand  pounds,  currency  of  New- 
England.  This  manoeuvre  ferved  to  ftrength- 
en  the  intereft  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  Thom- 
linfon  was  much  applauded  for  his  dexterity. 
He  had  the  ftrongefl  inducement,  to  continue 
his  efforts  in  their  favor  ;  for  no  lefs  than 
twelve  hundred  pounds  fterling  had  been  al- 
ready expended,  in  profecuting  the  affair  of 
the  line  ;  which  fum  had  been  advanced  by 
himfelf  and  Rindge.  There  was  no  prof- 
peel  of  repayment,  unlefs  the  Province  could 
be  put  under  a  feparate  Governor  ;  and  this 
point  could  not  be  obtained,  till  the  removal 
of  Belcher. 

The  Agents  of  Maffachufetts,  after  a  long 
delay,  prefented  their  appeal  ;  and  followed 
it  with  a  petition,  for  the  benefit  of  their  oai-.h.*  . 
former  protefls,  aeainft  the  New-Hampfhire  J*r.i 
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appeal  ;  objecting  allo  to  its  regularity,  as  it  MS  letters. 
contained  matters  of  perfonal  complaint, 
againfl  the  Governor  ;  which  had  been  no 
part  of  the  records  of  the  Commiffioners. 
Thomlinfon  finding  this  new  petition  thrown 
in  his  way,  applied  for  its  being  immediately 
heard  ;  and  at  the  hearing,  it  was  difmiffed,  NOV.  jt». 
but  without  prejudice  to  the  agents  of  Maf- 
fachufetts being  permitted,  to  object  againfl 
the  regularity  of  the  New-Hampfhire  appeal, 
when  it  fliould  come  to  a  hearing.  Such 


128  HISTORY  OF 

1738.  were  the  complaints  againfl  the  Governor, 
and  the  importunity  of  his  adverfaries  to 
profecute  them,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  hear 
and  difpatch  them,  before  the  appeal  refpect- 
ing  the  lines  could  be  brought  forward. 

It  muil  be  remembered,  that  Mr.  Belcher 
had  enemies,  in  his  government  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  as  well  as  New-Ham pfhire,  who 
united  their  efforts  to  obtain  his  removal 
from  both  ;  but,  as  they  fuppofed  him  more 
vulnerable  in  his  capacity  of  Governor  of 
New-Hatnpihire,  fb  they  joined  in  flrength- 
ening  the  complaints,  from  that  quarter,  as  a 
preparatory  ftep,  to  effect  his  complete  remo- 
val. Whilfl  he  was  engaged,  in  preparing 
for  his  defence,  againfl  the  charges,  in  the 
petition  of  appeal  ;  other  attacks  were  medi- 
tating, which  were  conducted  with  fuch 
Jilence  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  guard 

1  >~QQ  againft  their  effects.  One  of  thefe  was  a  let- 
ter, purporting  to  have  been  written  at  Exe- 

May  5-  ter,  fubfcribed  by  five  perfons,  faid  to  be 
inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  directed  to  Sir 
Charles  Wager,  firft  lord  of  the  Admiralty* 
In  this  letter  it  was  faid,  that  *  finding  his 

MS  copy    *  Lordfiiip  had  ordered  the  Judge  Advocate 

kuer6"*  *  °^  t^e  ^ourt  °^  Admiralty  to  inquire  into 
'  the  riot,  which  had  been  committed  there, 

*  (1734)  and  the  aiTault  of  the  furveyor  and 
'  his  officers  ;  and  fearing  to  be  brought  into 

*  trouble  on  that  account,  they  would  confefs 

*  the  whole  truth.     That  they  had  been  in- 
c  dulged,  by  former  furveyors,  in  cutting  all 

*  forts  of  pine  trees,  till  the  appointment  of 

*  Col.  Dunbar  to  that  office  ;  who  had  re- 

*  drained  and    profecuted  them  ;    but  that 
4  Governor  Belcher  had  privately  given  them 
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4  encouragement,  to  go  on  ;  by  affuring  them    1739* 
c  that  they  had  the  belt  right  to  the  trees  ; 
4  that  the  laws  were  iniquitous,  and  ought 
c  not  to  be  regarded  ;  that  al chough  he  muft 
c  make  a  mew  of  affifling  that  Iriih  dog  of  a 

*  furveyor  ;  yet  he  would  fo  manage  it  with 

*  the  Couacil  and  Juflices,  who  were  under 
c  his  influence,  that  they  mould  not  fuffer  ; 

*  and  further  to   encourage  them,    he  had 
4  made  feveral  of  them  juflices  of  the  peace, 

*  and  officers  of   militia.      That  he   had  al- 

*  fo   told  them  not   to  fear  any  inquiry  into 
4  their  conduct  ;  for  that  he  would  write  to 

*  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  their   favor  ; 
4  and  boafled,  that  he  had  fuch  an  influence 

*  over  their  Lordfhips,  that  they  would  be- 

*  lieve    every  thing  which  he    fhould    fay. 
4  That  as  they  had  now  confefled  the  truth, 
4  they  hoped  to  be  forgiven,  and  not  profecu- 
4  ted  in  the  Admiralty  Court  ;  and  begged 

*  that  this  information  might  be  kept  fecret 
c  till  the  Governor's  removal,    which  they 

*  hoped  would  foon  be  effected.     That  what- 

*  ever  might  have  been  faid  to  the  contrary, 

*  they  could  afTure  him  that  the  Province   of 

*  New-Hampfhire  contained  the  largefl  num- 
c  bei4  of  pine  trees,  and  of  the  beft  qiiality, 
4  in  all  his  Majefty's  American  dominions  ; 

*  and,  for  further  information,  they  referred 

*  his  Lordfhip  to  feveral  perfons  then  in  Lon- 

*  don,   particularly  to  Mr.  Wentworth   and 
4  Mr.  Waldo  ;  the  latter  of  whom,  was  agent 

*  to  Mr.  Gulfton,  for  procuring  mails  for  the 
4  royal  navy.' 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Sir  Charles, 
with  the  candor  of  a  gentleman,  fent  a  copy 
of  it  to  Mr,  Belcher ;  who  immediately  or* 

R 
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1739*  dered  an  inquiry  ;  and  it  was  proved  to  be 
an  entire  forgery  ;  four  of  the  perfons  whofe 
names  were  fubfcribed  utterly  difclaimed  it, 
and  the  fifth  was  not  to  be  found  ;  no  fuch 
perfon  being  known  in  the  town  of  Exeter* 
The  evidence  of  this  forgery  was  tranfrnit- 
ted  to  England,  with  all  poflible  expedition  ; 
but  not  till  it  had  made  an  impreflion,  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Governor. 

Another  artifice  ufed  againfl  him,  was  a 
memorial  of  Gulilon,  the  navy  agent,  and 
others  ;  complaining  of  the  defenceiefs  flate 
of  the  Province  ;  that  the  fort  lay  in  ruins, 
and  that  the  militia  were  without  difcipline  ; 
riotwithftanding  the  probability  of  a  war.  This 
memorial  was  fo  artfully  drawn,  as  to  throw 
the  blame  of  the  neelecl:  on  the  Governor, 

Belcher's  .    ,  •        «  t  •  i  •    i 

letter*  MS  without  mentioning  his  name  ;  which  was 
intended,  to  prevent  his  obtaining  a  copy, 
and  being  allowed  time  to  anfwer.  Another 
complaint  was  made  in  the  form  of  a  letter, 
refpecling  the  grant  of  the  tracl  called  Kingf- 
wood  ;  in  which  he  was  reprefented,  as  par- 
tial to  his  friends,  in  giving  them  an  exclu- 
five  right,  to  the  whole  of  that  territory, 
which  they  deemed,  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  Province.  Several  parts  of  his  ad- 
mmiftration  were  alfo  complained  of ;  and  in 
particular  the  infrequency  of  his  vifits  to 
New-Hampfhire.  This  letter  was  figned  by 
fix  members  of  the  Council,  and  a  majority 
of  the  Reprefentatives. 

Guidon's  memorial  was  prefented  to  the 
Lords  of  Council  ;  and  by  them  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  accompanied  by  the  let- 
ter ;  and  though  Mr.  Belcher's  brother  and 
fon  applied  for  copies,  and  time  to  anfwer, 
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the  requeil  was  evaded  ;  and  a  report  was  1739, 
framed,  in  favor  of  putting  New-Hampfhire 
under  a  feparate  Governor.  When  this  re- 
port came  before  the  Privy  Council,  Lord 
Wilmington,  the  Prefident,  ordered  it  back 
again  ;  that  the  Governor  might  have  that 
juflice  which  his  agents  had  aiked.  By  this 
means,  he  had  opportunity  to  anfwer  in  his 
defence  ;  that  without  money,  the  fort  could 
not  be  repaired  ;  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  tax  the  people  ;  that  he  had  frequently 
applied  to  the  Aflemblies  for  money,  to  repair 
the  fort ;  to  which  they  had  confiantly  aii£- 
wered,  that  the  people  were  too  poor  to  be 
taxed  ;  and  had  folicited  him  to  break 
through  his  inftniftions,  and  allow  them  to 
ilTue  paper  money,  without  any  fund  for  its 
redemption  ;  that  the  militia  had  always 
been  trained  according  to  law  ;  and  that  he 
had  conftantly  vifited  New-Hampfhire,  and 
held  an  Affembly,  twice  in  the  year,  unlefs 
prevented  by  ficknefs  ;  for  which  he  appeal- 
ed to  the  journals,  To  corroborate  thefe 
pleas,  the  Governor's  friends  procured  five 
petitions,  in  his  favor,  and  praying  for  his 
continuance,  figned  by  about  five  hundred 
people.  The  petitions,  however,  did  not  ex- 
prefs  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  ;  who  had 
been  perfuaded  into  a  belief,  that  they  ihould 
receive  much  benefit  by  a  feparate  Governor ; 
and  accordingly,  a  counter  petition  being  cir- 
culated, was  figned  by  about  feven  hundred 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Things    being  thus   prepared,   the    com-  NOV.  ai, 
plaints  were  brought  to  a  hearing,  before  the  pr;nt«d 
Lords  of  Council ;  who  reported  to  the  King, bricf- 
*  that  Governor  Belcher  had  aded  with  great 
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1739.    '  partiality,  by  proroguing  the  AfTembly  of 

*  New-Hampfhire,  from  the  fixth  of   July, 

<  1737,  to  the  fourth  of  Augufl  following ; 

*  in  difobedience  to   his   Majefty's  order  in 

*  Council  ;  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to 

*  him  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  which  was 

*  proved  to  have  been  delivered  to  him,  in 

*  due  time ;  and,  alfo  by  farther  proroguing 
'  the  faid  AfTembly,  from  the  fecond  of  Sep- 

<  tember,  1737,  to  the  thirteenth  of  October; 

*  whereby  the  Province  were  deprived  of  the 

*  time,  intended  by  his  Majefly's  faid  order, 

*  to  be  allowed  them,  to  prepare  a  proper  and 

*  regular  appeal  ;    thereby    endeavoring    to 

*  fruftrate  the  intention  of  his  Majefty's  com- 

*  miffion.'     This  report  was  approved  by  the 
Dec.  »;.     King  ;  and  from  this  time,  it  may  be  conclu- 
ded, that  Mr.  Belcher's   removal  from  the 
Government  of  New-Hampihire    was   feri- 
oufly   contemplated.     The    grant  of  KingC- 
wood  was  alfo  annulled  ;  and  he  was  pro- 
hibited from   making  any  other  grants  of 
land,  till  the  lines  fliould  be  determined. 

This  cenfure  being  pafTed  on  the  Cover- 
x740.  nor,  and  the  complaints  being  at  an  end  ; 
the  way  was  prepared  for  a  hearing  of  the  ap- 
peals,  from  both  Provinces,  refpecfling  the 
lines.  Which  being  had,  the  determination 
of  this  long  controverfy  was  made  on  a  plan 
entirely  new.  The  fpecial  part  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  Commiflioners  was  fet  aiide,  and 
no  regard  was  had  to  their  doubt,  whether  the 
new  charter  granted  all  the  lands  compre- 
hended in  the  old.  It  was  faid,  that  when 
the  firft  grant  was  made,  the  country  was 
not  explored.  The  courfe  of  the  river, 
though  unknown,  was  fuppofed  to  be  from 
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well  to  eaft  ;  therefore  it  was  deemed  equi-  1740. 
table,  that  as  far  as  the  river  flowed  in  that 
courfe,  the  parallel  line  at  three  miles  diftance 
fhould  extend.  But  as  on  the  one  hand,  if 
by  purfuing  the  courfe  of  the  river,  up  into 
the  country,  it  had  been  found  to  have  a 
foutliern  bend,  it  would  have  been  inequita- 
ble to  have  contracted  the  Maffachufetts 
grant ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  appear-^ 
ed  to  have  a  northern  bend,  it  was  equally  in- 
equitable to  enlarge  it.  Therefore  it  was  de- 
termined ;  c  that  the  northern  boundary  of 
c  the  Province  of  MaiTachufetts  be,  .a  fimilar 
'  curve  line,  purfuing  the  courfe  of  Merri-  CouncJ1 
*  mack  river,  at  three  miles  diftance,  on  the  Record* 
4  north  fide  thereof,  beginning  at  the  Atlan- 
4  tic  Ocean,  and  ending  at  a  point  due  north 
6  of  Patucket  falls  ;  and  a  ftraight  line  drawn 
c  from  thence  due  weft,  till  it  meets  with  his 
*•  Majefty's  other  governments.'  The  other 
parts  of  the  decree  of  the  CommirTioners,  rei:- 
pecling  the  northern  line,  and  the  payment 
of  expenfes,  were  affirmed. 

This  determination  exceeded  the  utrnoft 
expectation  of  New-Ham.pfhire  ;  as  it  gave 
them  a  tract  of  country,  fourteen  miles  iu 
breadth,  and  above  fifty  in  length,  more  thau 
they  had  ever  claimed.  It  cut  off  from  Mai- 
fachufetts,  twenty  eight  new  townflups,  be- 
tween Merrimack  and  Connecticut  rivers  ;• 
befides  large  tracts  of  vacant  land,  which  lay 
intermixed  ;  and  diilricts  from  fix  of  their  old 
towns,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Merrimack  ;  1740. 
and  if,  as  was  then  fuppoied,  the  due  weft 
line  were  to  extend,  to  twenty  miles  eaft  of 
Hudfon's  river,  the  reputed  boundary  of 
New- York  j  a  vaft  tra£t  of  fertile  country,  oa 
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1 740*    the  weftern  fide  of  Connecticut  river;  was  an- 
nexed to  New-Hampftiire;  by  which  an  ample 
fcope  was  given,  firfl  for  landed  fpeculation, 
and  afterward  for  cultivation,  and  wealth. 
When  this  determination  was  known,  the 

fcti«r§  politicians  of  MafTachufetts  were  chagrined 
and  enraged.  They  talked  loudly  of  inju£- 
tice ;  and  fome  of  the  more  zealous  propofed 
trying  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  upon  the  words 
of  the  charter,  before  the  Judges  in  Weftmin- 
fter  Hall ;  who,  it  was  expe6led,  would  upon 
their  oath  and  honor  reverie  die  judgment, 
and  tell  the  King  that  he  had  mistaken  the 
,  meaning  of  the  royal  charter.  This  would 
indeed  have  been  a  bold  ftroke.  But  a  more 
moderate  and  puiillanimous  fcheme  was 
adopted  ;  which  was  to  fend  over  a  new  a- 
gent,  to  petition  the  King,  that  he  would  re- 
annex  to  their  government,  the  twenty  eight 
new  townfhips,  which  had  been  cut  off,  and 
t^ie  diiftri^8  of  the  fix  old  towns.  It  was 
alfo  thought  prudent,  that  the  whole  Prov- 

MS!  *nce  flteujd  n°t  openly  appear,  in  the  affair ; 
but  that  petitions  fhould  be  drawn,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  towns,  and  that  the  agent 
mould  be  chofen  by  them.  Accordingly 
town  meetings  were  held ;  petitions  were  pre- 
pared and  fubfcribed ;  and  THOMAS  HUTCH- 
IN  s  o N  was  appointed  their  agent,and  ient  over 
to  England  ;  where  he  formed  thofe  connex- 
ions, which  afterwards  ferved  to  raiie  him,  to 
the  chair  of  government  in  his  native  Prov- 
ince. 

Thomiin-        About  the  fame  time,  Governor  Belcher 

i-°c'r»MS  Procure(i  a  petition,  from  his  fix  friends,  of 
the  Council  of  New-Hampihire,  to  the  King  ; 
praying  that  the  whole  Province  might  be  an- 
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nexed  to  the  government  of  MafTachufetts.    1740. 

This  matter  had  been  long  in  contemplation, 

with  thefe  gentlemen  ;  but  was  now  produc- 

jd  at  the  moil  unfortunate  time,  which  could 

lave  been  chofen.     Their   petition   was  at 

>nce  rejected.     But  that  from  the  towns  was 

:ept  in  fufpenfe  a  long  time  ;  till  Thomlin- 

fon  was   prepared,    to    anfwer  all  the  pleas, 

which  Hutchinfon  could  advance,  and  prov- 

jd  too  hard  an  antagonifl   for  him.     It  was 

inally  difmiffed,*  becaufe  it  was    thought, 

that  it  never  could  be  for  his  Majefly's  fer-  Bow  Wef* 

vice,  to  annex  any  part  of  his  Province  of 

New-Hampfhire,  as  an  increafe  of  territory, 

to  MafTachufetts  ;  but  rather,  that  it  would 

be  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjecls  there,  to  be 

under  a  diftindt  government.' 

Though  Belcher's  removal  was  feriouily 
feared,  by  his  beft  friends ;  yet  he  had  fb 
much  intereft  with  fome  of  the  Lords  in  high 
office,  that  they  could  not  be  prevailed  with 
to  give  him  up.  The  war,  which  had  com- 
menced between  Britain  and  Spain,  afford- 
ed him  an  opportunity,  to  fignalize  his  zeal 
for  the  King's  fervice ;  and  he  determined 
to  prove  himfelf,  a  faithful  fer  van  t  to  the 
Crown,  in  every  inftance ;  in  hope  that  a 
courfe  of  time  and  fidelity  might  efface  the 
impreffions,  which  had  been  made,  to  his 
difadvantage. 

It  being  refolved  by  the  Britifh  Court,  to 
undertake  an  expedition  to  the  Ifland  of  Cu- 
ba ;  Governor  Belcher,  agreeably  to  the  or- 
ders which  he  had  received  from  the  Duke 
of  Newcaflle,  iffued  a  proclamation,  for  the  Apnl 

*  The  ill  fucccfs  of  this  agency  was  probably  the  rcafon,  that  Mr.  Hutch> 
iufcn  cook  QQ  notice  of  it,  hi  hi j  Hiflory 
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1740.  encouragement  of  men  who  would  cnlift  in 
the  fcr viccv;  'that  they  fhould  be  fupplied 
c  with  arms  and  clothing  •  be  in  the  King's 
'  pay  ;  have  a  {hare  of  the  booty  which  fhould 
c  be  taken  ;  and  be  ferit  home,  at  the  expira- 
c  tion  of  their  time  of  fervice  ;  and  that  his 
'  Majefty  would  order  a  number  of  blank 
c  commiffions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Cover- 
c  nor,  and  given  to  the  officers,  who  fhould 
*  command  the  troops,  to  be  raifed  in  the 
c  Provinces.'  He  afterwards  preffed  this  mat- 

A*gufi  x.  ter,  clofely,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  AfTembly  ; 
and  urged  them,  to  make  provifion,  for  one 
hundred  men,  and  a  tranfport,  to  convey 
them  to  Virginia ;  where  all  the  Colony 
troops  were  to  rendezvous  ;  and  thence  to 
proceed,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Gooch, 
to  the  place  of  their  defoliation.  The  Af- 
fembly  voted,  as  much  as  they  judged  fuf- 
ficient  for  this  purpofe ;  and  the  Governor 
appointed  a  Captain,  and  gave  him  beating 
orders;  but  the  commiffions  and  arms  not  be- 
ing fent,  according  to  the  royal  promife,  no 
men  could  be  inlifted  in  New-Hampfhire. 

Bekhcr'«  The  Governor  received  commiffions  and 
arms  for  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in 
MafTachufetts  ;  where  he  could  eafily  have 
inlifted  ten,  had  he  been  furnifhed  according 
to  the  engagement.  To  this  failure  and  not 
to  any  want  of  exertion,  on  his  part,  in  either 
of  his  governments,  may  be  afcribed  the  pau- 
city of  troops  raifed  in  them ;  and  yet  his 
enemies  failed  not  of  blaming  him  on  this 
account.  The  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp* 
fliire  took  this  occafion  to  frame  a  vote,  di£- 
approving  his  adminiftration  ;  and  upon 

faAtem.tw  vote,  their  agent  founded  another  bat- 
tery, to  attack  his  chara&en 
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In  conformity  to  the  royal  determina-  1741. 
ion  of  the  boundaries,  orders  were  given 
o  Belcher,  to  apply  to  both  his  governments, 
o  join  in  appointing  Surveyors,  to  run  out, 
nd  mark  the  lines  ;  and  that  if  either  mould 
efufe,  the  other  mould  proceed  ex  parte. 
The  Affembly  of  Mafiachufetts  delayed  giv- 
ing an  anfwer  in  feafon,  which  was  conftru- 
ed  a  denial.  The  Affembly  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  appointed  three  Surveyors,  to  execute 
the  fervice,  who  were  commiffioned  by  the 
Governor.  They  were  directed  to  allow  ten 
degrees,  for  the  weflerly  variation  of  the  nee- 
dle ;  and  the  work  was  performed  in  the 
months  of  February  and  March.  George 
Mitchel  furveyed  and  marked  the  fimilar 
curve  line,  from  the  ocean,  three  miles  north 
of  Merrimack  river,  to  a  ftation  north  of 
Patucket  falls,  in  the  tbwnfhip  of  Dracut. 
Richard  Hazen  began  at  that  ftation  and 
marked  the  weft  line,  acrofs  Connecticut 
river,  to  the  fuppofed  boundary  line  of  New- 
York.  Walter  Bryent  began  the  line,  from  ? 
the  head  of  Salmon-falls  river,  and  marked  ' 
it  about  thirty  miles  ;  but  was  prevented 
from  proceeding  farther,  partly  by  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  rivers,  which  rendered  travell- 
ing impracticable  ;  and  partly  by  meeting  a 
company  of  Indians  who  were  hunting,  and 
took  his  men  for  a  fcouting  party.  In  their 
return  they  found  on  one  of  the  trees,  which 
they  had  marked,  'the  figure  of  a  man's 
'  hand  grafping  a  fword  ;f  which  they  inter- 
preted,  as  a  fignal  of  defiance,  from  the 
Indians. 

The  return  of  thefe  lines  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  one  of  the  laft  acts  of  Mr,  Bel- 
S 
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1741.    jcher's  adminiftration.     His  enemies  in  both 
governments  were  indefatigable  in  their  en- 
deavors to  remove  him  ;  and  by  their  incef- 
fant  applications  to  the  miniflry  ;  by  taking 
every  advantage  of  his  miflakes  ;  by  falfe- 
hood  and  mifreprefen,tation  ;  and  finally,  by 
the   diabolical  arts  of  forgery   and  perjury, 
DOUSES     they  accomplifhed  their  views.     He  was  fuc- 
Hutchin.    ceeded  in  the  government  of  Maffachufetts, 
ion  n,  397.  by  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY  ;  and  inNew-Hamp- 
fliire,  by  BENNING  WE  NT  WORTH. 

At  this  diflance  of  time,  when  all  thefe 
parties  are  extinct,  and  every  reader  may  be 
fuppofed  impartial  ;  it  may  feem  rather 
flrange,  that  Governor  Belcher  fhould  meet 
with  fiich  treatment,  from  the  Britifh  Court, 
in  the  reign  of  fo  mild  and  juft  a  Prince,  as 
George  the  fecond.  That  Mr.  Belcher  was 
imprudent  and  unguarded,  in  fome  inftances, 
cannot  be  denied.  He  was  indeed  zealous  to 
ferve  his  friends,  and  hearken  to  their  advice; 
but,  by  this  means,  he  laid  himfelf  open,  to 
the  attacks  of  his  enemies  ;  to  whom  he  paid 
no  court,  but  openly  treated  them  with  con- 
tempt. His  language  to  them  was  fevere  and 
reproachful,  and  he  never  fpared  to  tell  the 
world,  what  he  thought  of  them. 

This  provoked  them  ;  but  they  had  the 
art  to  conceal  their  refentment,  and  carry  on 
their  defigns,  in  filence,  till  they  were  ripe 
for  execution.  He  had  by  far  too  mean  an 
opinion  of  their  abilities,  and  the  intereft 
which  they  had  at  Court ;  and  when  he  knew 
that  they  had  the  ear  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
he  affected  to  think  them,  c  not  very  mighty 
*  Lords,  nor  able  to  adminifter  life  and 
death/  He  had  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  gene- 
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ral  integrity  of  his  own  intentions  ;  and  1741, 
appears  to  have  been  influenced,  by  motives 
of  honor  and  juflice  ;  but  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  force  of  his  own  prejudices.  It  may 
admit  of  doubt,  whether,  confidering  the  ex- 
treme delicacy  of  his  fituation,  it  were  within 
the  compafs  of  human  policy,  to  have  con- 
dueled  fo  as  to  give  offence  to  neither  of  his 
Provinces,  in  the  management  of  fuch  a  con- 
troverfy  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  his  antago- 
nifts  could  not  fairly  fix  but  one  real  ftigma, 
on  his  character  ;  and  that  when  impartially 
examined,  can  amount  to  no  more  than  an 
imprudent  flep,  at  a  critical  time,  grounded 
on  an  undue  refentment  of  an  affront ;  for 
to  fuppofe  thdt  his  intention  was  to  fruftrate 
the  commiffion,  is  inconfiflent  with  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  public  declarations,  and  private 
correfpondence.  When  his  enemies  met  him 
on  fair  and  open  ground,  he  was  always  pre- 
pared to  anfwer  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  to 
guard  againfl  their  fecret  attacks.  If  the 
caufe  which  they  meant  to  ferve  was  a  good 
one,  why  did  they  employ  the  bafefl  means 
to  effecl  it  ? 

The  cruelty  and  hardfhip  of  his  cafe  may 
appear  from  the  following  confiderations. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  principal  merchants 
of  New-England  ;  but,  on  his  appointment, 
to  the  Chair  of  Government,  quitted  every  ton*  MS< 
other  kind  of  bufmefs  ;  that  he  might  attend  s 
with  punctuality,  and  dignity  to  the  duties 
of  his  fhation.  By  the  royal  inftrudlions,  he 
was  reflrained  from  giving  his  aflent,  to  any 
grant  of  money,  to  himfelf ;  unlefs  it  mould 
be  a  permanent  falary.  What  he  received 
from  New-Hampihire  was  fixed,  and  paid 
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1741.  out  of  the  excife  ;  but  the  Aflembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  could  not  be  perfuaded,  to  fettle 
any  falary  upon  him.  They  made  him  a 
grant  of  three  thoufand  pounds,  (worth  about 
feven  or  eight  hundred  fterling)  generally 
once  in  a  year,  at  their  feffion  in  May.  He 
was  then  obliged  to  folicit  leave  from  the 
King,  to  accept  the  grant,  and  fign  the  bill  ; 
and  fometimes  could  not  obtain  this  leave  till 
the  end  of  the  year  ;  once  not  till  five  days 
before  the  diffolutioii  of  the  Affembly.  In 
the  mean  time  he  was  obliged  to  fubfifl  on 
his  own  eftate  ;  and  had  he  died  within  the 
year,  the  grant  would  have  been  wholly  loft, 
to  his  family.  He  was  earned  to  obtain  a 
general  permiffion  to  fign  thefe  grants  ;  but 
in  that  cafe  the  clerks  of  offices,  in  Eng- 
land, through  whofe  hands  the  permiffioa 
muft  have  pafled,  would  have  loft  their  fees. 
He  was  now  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age  $ 
he  had  a  family  of  children  and  grand  chil- 
dren, whofe  fole  dependence  was  on  him  ; 
and  he  thought  with  reafon,  that  if  his  courfe 
of  faithful  fervice,  and  the  unworthy  arts 
of  his  enemies  had  been  duly  confidered  ; 
the  cenfure  of  his  fuperiors  would  have  been 
lefs  fevere,  than  c  to  deprive  him  of  his  bread 

*  and  honor.' 

Whilft  he  entertained  the  word  opinion 
poffible  of  the  characters  of  his  enemies,  he 
had  a  itrong  confidence,  in  the  juftice  of  the 
government,  before  which  he  was  accufed. 
In  one  of  his  letters  to  his  fon,  he  fays,  '  I 
4  muft  expedl  no  favor  while  Bladen  is  at 

*  the    Board    of  Trade  ;  but  were    the  devil 

*  there,  I   mould  expect  juftice,    under  the 

*  Britiih   Conftitution,  corroborated  by  the 
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;  Hanover  fucceffion.'  The  event  proved,  1741. 
that  his  confidence  was  not  ill  founded.  For, 
on  being  fuperfeded,  he  repaired  to  Court ; 
where,  though  his  prefence  was  unwelcome 
to  fbme,  yet  he  had  opportunity  to  bring  the 
molt  convincing  evidence  of  his  integrity, 
and  of  the  bafe  defigns  of  his  enemies.  He 
was  fo  far  reflored  to  the  royal  favor,  that  he 
obtained  a  promife,  of  the  firil  vacant  govern- 
ment in  America,  which  would  be  worthy 
of  his  acceptance.  This  proved  to  be  the 
Province  of  New-Jerfey  ;  where  he  fpent  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life  ;  and  where  his 
memory  has  been  trented  with  deferved 
refpect. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

"Tht  beginning  of  BENNING  WE  NT  WORTH'S  adminiftration. 
War  opened  in  N-~»va- Scotia.  Expedition  to  Cape-B  eton  ;  /// 
platt,  conduft  andfuccefi>  laith  a  dcfcription  of  the  ijland>  and  of 
the  city  o/~Louifbourg. 

BENNING  WENTWORTH,  Efq. 

fon  of  the  deceafed  Lieutenant  Governor, 
was  a  merchant  of  good  reputation  in  Portf- 
mouth,  and  well  beloved  by  the  people.  He 
had  reprefented  his  native  town  in  the  At 
fembly  for  feveral  years,  where  he  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  in  the  oppofition  to  Belcher, 
He  afterward  obtained  a  feat  in  Council ; 
where,  fenfible  of  the  popularity  of  his  fami- 
ly, and  feeling  the  pride  of  elevation,  he  con- 
tinued the  oppofition,  and  joined  in  the  mea- 
fures  which  were  purfued  for  obtaining  a  di£ 
tinct  Governor,  without  any  apprehenfion 
that  himfelf  would  be  the  perfon  ;  till  a  fe- 
ries  of  incidents,  at  firft  view  unfortunate, 
prepared  the  way  for  his  advancement  to  the 
chain 

In  the  courfe  of  his  mercantile  dealings, 
he  had  entered  into  a  contract  with  an  agent 
of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  fupplied  him  with 
a  large  quantity  of  the  befl  oak  timber  ;  to 
procure  which,  he  borrowed  money  in  Lon- 
don. When  he  delivered  the  timber  at  Ca- 
diz, the  agent  with  whom  he  had  contracted, 
was  out  of  place,  and  the  new  officer  declined 
payment.  In  returning  to  America  the  fhip 
foundered  and  he  was  faved  with  the  crew 
in  a  boat.  Thefe  misfortunes  deranged  his 
affairs  and  reduced  him  to  a  flate  of  bank- 
ruptcy. Afterward  he  went  again  to  Spain, 
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hoping  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keene, 
the  Britiih  Minifter,  to  obtain  his  due,  but 
his  fuit  was  ineffectual.  About  that  time 
Thomlinfon,  defpairing  of  Dunbar's  advance- 
ment to  the  government  of  New-Hampfhire, 
turned  his  thoughts  toward  Wentworth ;  and 
having  procured  him  a  letter  of  licenfe  from  «"• 
his  creditors  in  London,  invited  him  thither. 
Wentworth  reprefented  his  cafe  to  the  Britiili 
Court,  complained  of  the  injuftice  of  Spain, 
and  petitioned  for  redrefs.  Many  Britifli 
merchants,  who  had  fuffered  by  the  infolence 
of  the  Spaniards,  were,  at  the  fame  time, 
clamorous  for  reparation.  The  miniftry  were 
iludious  to  avoid  a  war.  A  riegociation  was 
begun,  and  the  Court  of  Spain  prornifed  re£-  I739' 
titution ;  but  failed  in  the  performance. 
War  was  then  determined  on,  and  all  nego- 
ciation  ended.  Difappointed  in  his  plea  for 
juftice,  Wentworth  made  his  fuit  for  favor ; 
and  by  the  aid  of  Thomlinfon,  who  under- 
ftood  the  ways  of  accefs  to  the  great,  he  ob- 
tained a  promife  from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
that  when  New-Hampfhire  mould  be  put 
under  a  diflincl:  Governor,  he  mould  have  the 
commiffion.  The  expenfe  of  the  folicitation  MS  Ietftft 
and  fees,  amounting  to  three  hundred  pounds  of  Thoai; 

n       T  i  i  i         i   •      r  •          i      •       T-  linfonand 

iteriing,  was  advanced  by  his  friends  in  ling-  AtLinfcn. 
land,  and  repaid   by  his   friends  in   New- 
Hampfhire. 

He  was  received  in  Portfmouth,  after  a    1741. 
long   abfence,  with  great  marks  of  popular 
refpect.     Among    the    compliments    which Dec*  l 
were  paid  to  him  on  that  occalion,  one  was, 
that  he  had  been  inltrumental  of  c  refcuing 

*  New-Hampihire   from  contempt  and    de- 

*  pendence,'     In  his  firft  fpeech  to  the  AfTem- 
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1741.  bly  he  reflected  on  the  conducl  of  his  prede- 
of  ceffor,  not  by  name,  but  by  implication  ;  for 
not  having  taken  early  mea fares  to  raile  men 
for  the  expedition  again  ft  the  Spanlih  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  intimated  his  apprehenilon,  that 
the  good  intention  of  the  Province  in  raifing 
money  for  that  purpofe,  would  be  fr nitrated, 
fince  the  men  who  were  willing  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  had  enlifted  in  the  other  Provin- 
ces. He  alfo  complimented  them,  on  their 
good  faith  in  regard  to  the  feveral  emiilions 
of  paper  money  ;  all  of  which  were  to  be 
called  in  within  the  p-refent  year.  He  did 
not  forget  to  recommend  a  fixed  falary  for 
himfelf,  not  fubjecl  to  depreciation  ;  nor  the 
payment  of  expenfes  which  had  arifen  on 
account  of  the  boundary  lines  ;  he  informed 
them  of  the  King's  indulgence,  in  giving 
him  leave  to  confent  to  a  farther  emiffion  of 
bills  of  credit,  to  enable  them  to  difcharge 
their  obligations  to  the  Crown  ;  provided 
that  no  injury  fhould  be  done  to  the  trade  of 
the  mother  country.  He  alfo  recommended 
to  their  attention  the  faithful  fervices  of  their 
agents,  one  of  whom,  Rindge,  was  dead,  and 
the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  his  heirs. 

The  Aflembly,  in  their  anfwer,  acknowl- 
edged the  wifdom  and  jufticeof  the  King  in 
determining  the  long  controverfy  between 
them  and  MaiTachufetts  ;  but  as  to  payment 
of  the  expenfe,  they  reminded  him  that  one 
half  ought  to  be  payed  by  Maffachufetts,  and 
defired  him  to  ufe  his  influence  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  With  refpecl  to  the  failure  of  raifing 
men  for  the  expedition,  they  fet  him  right  by 
afcribing  it  to  the  true  caufe  ;  there  being  no 
commiffions  fent  to  the  Province  for  that 
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fervice.     Concerning  the  falary,   they  faid,    1742. 
that  as  foon  as  they  could  know  what  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  would  be  added  to  them 
by  the  fettlement  of  the  lines,  and  how  the 

oney  could  be  raifed,  they  ihould  make  as 
mple  provision  for  his  honorable  fupport  as 
heir  circiunftances  would  admit.  They 
acknowledged  the  fidelity  and  incluflry  of 
their  agents,  and  profefTed  a  good  will  to  re- 
ward them  ;  but  could  not  then  promife 
adequate  compenfation* 

The  AfTembly  voted  a  falary  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  proclamation  money,  MS  act*, 
to  the  Governor,  funded  as  ufual  on  the  ex- 
cife  ;  and  having  obtained  the  'royal  licenfe 
for  emitting  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  on 
loan  for  ten  years,  they  granted  the  Governor 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  more,  to  be 
paid  annually  out  of  the  interefl  of  the  loan. 
When  this  fund  failed,  they  made  annual 
grants  for  his  *  further  and  more  ample  flip- 
port,'  and  generally  added  fomething  for 
houfe-rent.  They  prefented  their  agent 
Thomlinfon  one  hundred  pounds  fterling, 
for  his  faithful  fervices  ;  but  what  they  did 
for  the  heirs  of  Rindge  does  not  appear. 

After  Mr.  Went  worth  was  quietly  feated  1743 
in  the  chair  of  government,  an  opportunity 
prefented  to  advance  his  intereft  flill  farther. 
For  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  flerling, 
Dnnbar  was  prevailed  on  to  refign  the  fur- 
veyorfhip  of  the  woods,  and  Thomlinfon 
negociated  an  appointment  in  favor  of  Went- 
worth,  with  a  falary  of  eight  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  out  of  which  he  was  to 
maintain  four  Deputies.  But  to  obtain  this 
office,  he  was  obliged  to  c  reft  his  claim  on- 
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1743.  *  the  Crown  of  Spain  for  fifty-fix  thoufand 
<  dollars.' 

Thefe  appointments  of  Mr.  Wentworth 
gave  the  oppofers  of  the  former  adminiftra- 
tion  great  caufe  of  triumph;  but  the  fpirit 
of  oppofition  had  only  changed  fides.  It 
was  hoped  and  expelled  by  fome,  that  Mr. 
Belcher,  by  going  to  England,  would  not 
only  remove  the  ill  impreffions,  which  the 
malice  of  his  enemies  had  made  ;  but  return 
to  his  former  flation.  Others,  who  had  no 
predilection  for  Belcher,  looked  with  envy 
on  the  good  fortune  of  Wentworth,  and  aim- 
ed to  undermine  him  ;  at  the  fame  time 
courting  the  friends  of  the  former  adminif- 
tration  to  join  in  their  meafures.  Thefe 
things  were  managed  with  fecrecy,  and  a  few 
hints  only  are  left  as  evidence  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  defigns,  which  were  never  brought 
to  maturity. 

It  was  one  of  the  royal  inflrudlions  to  Go- 
vernors, that  in  any  cafes  of  difficulty  or  fud- 
den  emergency,  they  fhould  communicate 
with  each  other.  Mr.  Wentworth  had  a  high 
opinion  of  the  abilities  of  the  new  Governor 
of  MafTachufetts,  and  there  being  a  ftricl 
friendship  between  them,  confulted  him  on 
all  occafions.  Shirley  was  gratified  by  this 
deference,  and  knew  how  to  make  his  advan- 
tage of  it.  Thus,  though  New-Hampfhire 
was  under  a  Governor  diflincl:  from  that  of 
Maflachufetts,  a  point  which  had  long  been 
contended  for  ;  yet  the  difference  was  not  fo 
great  in  reality  as  in  appearance.  This  was 

MS  letters   *       .  J 

*f  went-    a  circumltance  not  much  known  at  that  time, 
worth  aad  ^j^  advice  which  Shirley  gave  him  was,  in 
general,  falutary  and  judicious. 
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The  war  which  had  been  kindled  be-  1744. 
tween  Britain  and  Spain,  extended  its  flame 
over  a  great  part  of  Europe  ;  and  when 
France  became  involved  in  it,  the  American 
Colonies  were  more  nearly  interefled,  be- 
caufe  of  the  proximity  of  the  French,  and 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  in  their  intereft. 
War  is  fo  natural  to  favages,  that  they  need 
but  little  to  excite  them  to  it.  An  Indian 
war  was  a  neceffary  appendage  of  a  war  with 
France.  The  fcene  of  both  was  opened  in 
Nova-Scotia. 

That  Province  had  been  alternately  claim- 
ed and  poflefled  by  the  Englifh  and  French 
for  more  than  a  century.  Ever  fince  the 
peace  of  Utrecht  it  had  been  fubjecl  to  the 
Crown  of  Britain,  and  the  French  In- 
habitants who  were  under  a  kind  of  patri- 
archal government  of  their  priefts,  and  devo- 
ted to  the  French  intereft,  were  kept  in  awe, 
partly  by  the  fear  of  having  their  dikes  def-  MS  of 
troyed,  which  they  had  erected  to  prevent 
the  fea  from  overflowing  their  fields  ;  and 
partly  by  a  Britifli  garrifon  at  Annapolis 
where  a  Governor  and  Council  refided.  The 
Indian  tribes  maintained  their  native  inde- 
pendence, though  they  were  attached  to  the 
French  by  religious,  as  well  as  interefled  obli- 

gations.    Canfeau,  an  ifland  on  tb°  /^orth- 

~  in  poiieii-ju. 


c  XT        o      •  ,     «,~ 
eaftern  part  or  Nova-bcotr'  r        , 

of  the  Englifh.  It  w-  r;forTted 
fimermen  of  New-Erg1^  .^  was  defend- 
ed by  a  block-hr"*  ^d  garrifoned;by  a  de- 
tachD^»*  ^  tro°Ps  from  AnnaP°lls- 
ifland  of  Cape-Breton  was  poffeffed  by  the 
French,  and  lay  between  the  Englifh  of  Can- 
feau and  thofe  of  Newfoundland.  This 
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1744.  too  near  a  neighbourhood  for  enemies,  efpe- 
cially  when  both  were  purfuing  one  object:, 
the  filhery. 

March  15.  ^he  French  at  Cape-Breton  having  receiv- 
ed early  intelligence  of  the  declaration  of 
war  ;  immediately  refolved  on  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Englifli  filhery  at  Canfeau,  Du- 

May  13.  quefnel,  the  Governor,  fent  Duvivier  with  a 
few  fmall  armed  veiTels,  and  about  nine  hun- 
dred men,  who  feized  and  took  pofleffion  of 
the  ifland,  burned  the  houfes,  and  made  pri- 
foners  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants.  This 
was  done,  before  the  news  of  war  had  arri- 
ved in  New-England.  It  was  followed  by 
an  attempt  upon  Placentia,  in  Newfound- 
land, which  mifcarried.  An  attack  was  alfo 
made  upon  Annapolis,  the  garrifon  of  which 
was  reinforced  by  feveral  companies  of  mi- 
litia and  rangers  from  MafTachufetts,  and  the 
enemy  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  Indians 
of  Nova-Scotia  affiiled  the  French  in  this  at- 
tack ;  which,  with  fome  other  infolencies 
committed  by  them,  occafioned  a  declaration 

o<a  19,     of  war,  by  the  government    of   Maflachu- 

^i8?las  lj  fetts,  againft  them,  with  a  premium  for  fcalps 
and  prifoners. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  were  rafh 

and  precepitate.     They  were  not  prepared 

^'w  operations  ;  nor  had   they   any 

wt6?  £      S  "^"t  to  undertake  them, 
they  had  dont,  feryed  to  irrkate  and 

alarm  the  ueighbounnt  En  m  Colonies, 
and  fhew  them  their  dange,  fn  the  moft  con. 
Ipicuous  manner.  Their  fea  coaa,  ^3Viea. 
tion  and  filhery  lay  expofed  to  continual  !n- 
iults.  Their  frontier  fettlements  on  the 
weftern  fide  were  but  eighty  miles  diftant 
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rrom  the  French  fort  on  Lake  Champlain.  1744, 
The  Indians  who  lay  between  them,  had  not 
y&c  taken  up  the  hatchet ;  but  it  was  expedl- 
?d  that  encouragement  would  be  given  them 
by  the  Governor  of  Canada,  to  infult  the 
frontiers.  Several  new  fettlements  were 
wholly  broken  up  ;  and  many  of  the  wo- 
men and  children  of  other  frontier  places 
retired  to  the  old  towns  for  fecurity. 

In  the  autumn,  Duquefnel  the  French  prince  and 
Governor  of  Cape-Breton,  died,  and  was  fuc-  Douslaf8 
ceeded  in  the  command  by  Duchambon,  who 
had  not  fb  good  a  military  character.  Du- 
vivier  went  to  France  to  folicit  a  force  to  car- 
ry on  the  war  in  Nova-Scotia  in  the  enfuing 
fpring.  The  ftorefhips,  expected  from  France 
at  Cape-Breton,  came  on  the  coaft  fo  late  in 
the  fall  ;  and  the  winter  there  fet  in  fo  early 
and  fierce,  as  to  keep  them  out  of  port,  and 
drive  them  ofFto  the  Weft-Indies.  The  cap- 
tive garrifon  of  Canfeau,  with  other  prifon- 
ers,  who  had  been  taken  at  fea,  and  carried 
into  Louifburg,  were  fent  to  Bofton.  From 
them,  as  well  as  from  other  informants,  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  obtained  fuch  intelligence  of 
the  ftate  of  that  ifland  and  fortrefs,  as  in- 
duced him  to  form  the  projedl  of  attacking  it. 
But  before  we  open  this  romantic  and  haz- 
ardous fcene,  it  is  neceflary  to  give  fome  ac- 
count of  the  place  which  was  to  be  the  thea- 
tre of  operations. 

The  Ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  fo  denominat- 
ed from  one  of  its  capes,  lies  between  the  charle?ohe* 
forty-fifth  and  forty-feventh  degrees  of  north 
latitude  ;  at  the  diflance  of  fifteen  leagues. 
from  Cape  Ray,  the  fouthweftem  extremity 
of  Newfoundland.  It  is  feparated  irom  the 
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1 744.  main  land  of  Nova-Scotia  by  a  narrow  ftrait, 
fix  leagues  in  length,  the  navigation  of  which 
is  fafe  for  a  fhip  of  forty  guns.  The  great- 
eft  length  of  the  ifland,  from  north-eafl  to 
fouth-wefl  is  about  fifty  leagues  and  its  great- 
eft  breadth  thirty-three.  It  is  about  eighty- 
eight  leagues  in  circuit  as  feamen  eflimate 

wfiuaL85'  diftances.     Its  general  form  is  triangular,  but 

p.ppareii,   it  is  indented  by  many  deep  bays. 

The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  by  no  means  in- 
viting.    It  is  either  rocky  and  mountainous, 
or  elfe   cold  and  boggy  ;  and  much  lefs  ca- 
pable of  improvement  than  Nova-Scotia, 
only  valuable  productions    are    of  the  foflil 

i  kind,  pit-coal  and  pi  after.     Its  atmofphere  in 

the  fpring  and  fumrner  is  an  almoft  contin- 
ual fog,  which  prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun 
from  perfecting  vegetation.  Its  winter  is  fe- 
vere  and  of  long  continuance  ;  and  as  the 
ifland  forms  an  eddy  to  the  current  which 
fets  through  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  its 
harbours  are  filled  with  large  quantities  of 

State  of          n  .  .  .    ,          •  ••"'»•'•    ri  • 

Trade  by    floating  ice,  with  which  its  mores  are  inviro 
ed  till  late  in  the  fpring. 

Much  has  been  laid  by  French  and  Eng- 
lifli  writers  on  the  great  importance  and  ad- 
vantage of  this  ifland,  and  fotne  political  and 
temporary  purpofes  were  doubtlefs  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  fuch  publications  ;  but  in  fact  the 
only  real  importance  of  Cape-Breton  was  de- 
rived from  its  central  fituation,  and  the  con- 
venience of  its  ports.  On  the  north  and  weft 
fides  it  is  fteep  and  inacceflible  ;  but  the 
foutheaftern  fide  is  full  of  fine  bays  and  har- 
bours, capable  of  receiving  and  fecuring  fliips 
of  any  burden  ;  and,  being  fituated  between 
Canada,  France  and  the  Weft-Indies,  it  was 
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extremely  favorable  to  the  French  commerce.  1744. 
It  was  not  fo  good  a  flation  for  the  fiihery 
as  feveral  parts  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Ne wfound- 
land.  The  greater  part  of  the  French  fiiheiy 
was  profecuted  elfewhere ;  and  they  could 
buy  fifh  at  Canfeau,  cheaper  than  they  could 
cure  it  at  Cape-Breton. 

Whi HI  the  French  held  pofTeffion  of  the 
coafts  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Newfoundland, 
this  ifland  was  neglecled  ;  but  after  they  had 
ceded  thefe  places  to  the  Crown  of  England, 
and  the  Crown  of  England  had  ceded  this 
ifland  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ( 1713) 

ff      .  ,y  Tn         *        r      • 

they  began  to  lee  its  value.  Intleacl  or  giv- 
ing  fo  much  attention  to  the  fur  trade  of 
Canada,  as  they  had  before  done,  they  con- 
templated building  a  fortified  town  on  this 
ifland,  as  a  fecurity  to  their  navigation  and 
fiihery.  For  this  purpofe  they  chofe  a  fine 
harbour  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
formerly  called  Englilh  harbour;  where 
they  erecled  their  fortifications,  and  called 
the  place  Louifbourg. 

The  harbour  of  Louifbourg  lies  in  lati- 
tude 45°  55' ;  its  entrance  is  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  wide.  The  anchorage  is  uniformly 
fafe,  and  mips  may  run  afhore  on  a  foft 
muddy  bottom.  The  depth  of  water  at  the 
entrance  is  from  nine  to  twelve  fathoms. 
The  harbour  lies  open  to  the  fouth-eaft. 
Upon  a  neck  of  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
harbour  was  built  the  town,  two  miles  and  a 
quarter  in  circumference  ;  fortified  in  every 
acceflible  part  with  a  rampart  of  ftone,  from 
thirty  to  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  a  ditch 
eighty  feet  wide.  A  fpace  of  about  two  hun-  ^be  Rar~ 
dred  yards  was  left  without  a  rampart,  on 
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the  fide  next  to  the  fea  ;  it  was  enclofed  by  a 
fimple  dike  and  a  line  of  pickets.  The  fea 
was  fo  (hallow  in  this  place  that  it  made  only 
a  narrow  channel,  inacceffible  from  its  nume- 
rous reefs  to  any  ihipping  whatever.  The 
fide  fire  from  the  baflions  fecured  this  fpot 
from  an  attack.  There  were  fix  baftions  and 
three  batteries,  containing  embrafures  for  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  cannon,  of  which 
fixty-five  only  were  mounted,  and  fixteen 
mortars.  On  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour  was  planted  a  battery  of  thirty 
cannon,  carrying  twenty-eight  pounds  mot ; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour,  directly 
oppofite  to  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or 
royal  battery  of  twenty-eight  cannon,  forty- 
two  pounders,  and  two  eighteen  pounders. 
On  a  high  cliff,  oppofite  to  the  ifland  battery, 
flood  a  light-houfe  ;  and  within  this  point,  at 
the  north-eafl  part  of  the  harbour,  was  a 
careening  wharf  fecure  from  all  winds,  and 
a  magazine  of  naval  flores. 

The  town  was  regularly  laid  out  in 
fquares.  The  ftreets  were  broad ;  the  houfes 
rnoflly  of  wood,  but  fome  of  flone.  On  the 
weft  fide,  near  the  rampart,  was  a  fpacious 
citadel,  and  a  large  parade  ;  on  one  fide  of 
which  were  the  Governor's  apartments.  Un- 
der the  rampart  were  cafemates  to  receive  the 
women  and  children  during  a  fiege.  The 
entrance  of  the  town  on  the  land  fide  was  at 
the  weft  gate,  over  a  draw  bridge,  near  to 
which  was  a  circular  battery,  mounting  fix- 
teen  guns  of  twenty-four  pounds  fliot. 

Thefe  works  had  been  twenty-five  years 
in  building ;  and  though  not  finifhed,  had 
cod  the  Crown  not  lefs  than  thirty  millions 
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t>f  litres.  The  place  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  1744. 
called  '  the  Dunkirk  of  America.'  It  was,  in 
peace,  a  fafe  retreat  for  the  (hips  of  France 
bound  homeward  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft-In- 
dies ;  and  in  war,  a  fource  of  diftrefs  to  the 
northern  Englifh  Colonies  ;  its  fituation  be- 
ing extremely  favorable  for  privateers  to  ruin 
their  fifhery  and  interrupt  their  coafting  and 
foreign  trade  ;  for  which  reafons,  the  reduc- 
tion of  it  was  an  object  as  defirable  to  them, 
as  that  of  Carthage  was  to  the  Romans. 

In  the  autumn,  Shirley  wrote  to  the  Britim  ^|e"' 
miniflry,  reprefenting  the  danger  of  an  at-  )et*rs  to 

a         •       r  i_    •        1.      Wcnt- 

tack  on  Nova-hcotia,  from  the  rrench,  in  the  worth.  MS 
enfuing  fpring  ;  and  praying  for  forne  naval 
afliflance.  Thefe  letters  he  fent  by  Capt. 
Ryal,  an  officer  of  the  garrifon,  which  had 
been  taken  at  Canfeau,  who,  *  from  his  parti- 
x  cular  knowledge  of  Louifbourg,  and  of  the 

*  great    confequence   of   the    acquifition    of 

*  Cape-Breton,  and  the  prefervation  of  Nova- 

*  Scotia,  he  hoped  would  be  of  considerable 

*  fervice  to  the  northern  Colonies,  with  the 

*  Lords  of  the  admiralty.'     Thus  early  did 
Shirley  conceive  and  communicate  to  Went- 
worth  his  great  defign  ;  and  the  mod  prudent 
ftep  which  he  took  in  this  whole  affair  was  to 
folicit    help    from   England.     His  petition, 
fupported  by  that  worthy  officer,  was  fo  fa-  MS  copy 

'     V1  •         11  1  •     TL  i_  of  D.  New 

vorably  received  by  the  mmiltry,  that  as  ear-  cattle's 
ly  as  the  beginning  of  January,  orders  were  ter> 
difpatched  to  Commodore  Warren,  then  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  to  proceed  to  the  northward 
in  the  fpring,  and  employ  fuch  a  force    as 
might  be  fufficient  to  protect  the  northern 
Colonies  in  their  trade  and  fifhery,  and  dif- 
trefs the  enemy ;  and  for  this  purpofe  to  con- 
U 
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1744.  fult  with  Governor  Shirley.  Orders  of  the 
fame  date  were  written  to  Shirley,  inclofed  to 
Warren,  directing  him  to  aflift  the  King's 
fhips  with  tranfports,  men  and  proviiions. 
Thefe  orders,  though  extremely  favorable  to 
the  defign,  were  totally  unknown  in  New- 
England,  till  the  middle  of  April  following, 
before  which  time  the  expedition  was  com- 
pletely formed. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  a  plan  of  this  fa- 
mous  enterprife,  was  firft  fuggefled  by  Wil- 
^am  Vaughan,  a  fon  of  Lieutenant  Governor 
Vaughan  of  New-Hampfhire.  Several  other 
perfons  have  claimed  the  like  merit.  How 
far  each  one's  information  or  advice,  contrib- 
uted toward  forming  the  defign,  cannot  now 
be  determined.  Vaughan  was  largely  con- 
cerned in  the  fifhery  on  the  eaflern  coaft  of 
MafTachufetts.  He  was  a  man  of  good  un- 
derftanding,  but  of  a  daring,  enterprifing  and 
tenacious  mind,  and  one  who  thought  of  no 
obftacles  to  the  accomplifhment  of  his  views. 
An  inflance  of  his  temerity  is  flill  remem- 
bered. He  had  equipped,  at  Portfmouth,  a 
number  of  boats  to  carry  on  his  fifhery  at 
Montinicus.  On  the  day  appointed  for  fail- 
ing, in  the  month  of  March,  though  the 
wind  was  fo  boifterous  that  experienced  ma- 
riners deemed  it  impoffible  for  fuch  veffels  to 
carry  fail,  he  went  on  board  one,  and  order- 
ed the  others  to  follow.  One  was  lofl  at  the 
mouth  of  th,e  river,  the  refl  arrived  with 
much  difficulty,  but  in  a  fhort  time,  at  the 
place  of  their  deftination.  Vaughan  had  not 
been  at  Louifburg  ;  but  had  learned  from 
fifhermen  and  others,  fomething  of  the 
ftrength  and  fit  nation  of  the  place  ;  and  noth- 
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ing  being  in  his  view  impracticable,  which  1744. 
he  had  a  mind  to  accomplifh,  he  conceived  a 
defign  to  take  the  city  by  furprife  ;  and  even 
propofed  going  over  the  walls  in  the  win- 
ter on  the  drifts  of  fnow.  This  idea  of  a 
furprifal  forcibly  ftruck  the  mind  of  Shir- 
ley, and  prevailed  with  him  to  haflen  his  pre- 
parations, before  he  could  have  any  anfwer 
or  orders  from  England. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  he  requeft-    1745. 
ed  of  the  members  of  the  General    Court, 
that  they  would  lay  themfelves  under  an  oath 
of  fecrefy,  to  receive  a  propofal  from  him, 
of  very  great  importance.     This  was  the  firft 
requeft  of  the  kind  which   had  ever    been 
made  to  a  legiflative  body   in  the   Colonies. 
They  readily  took  the  oath,  and  he  communi- 
cated to  them  the  plan  which  he  had  formed 
of  attacking   Louifbourg,     The    fecret  was 
kept  for  fome  days  ;  till  an  honeft  member, 
who  performed  the  family  devotion  a't  his 
lodgings, inadvertently  difcovered  it  by  pray- 
ing for  a  blefling  on  the  attempt.     At  the 
firft  deliberation,  the  propofal  was  rejected  ; 
but  by  the  addrefs  of  the  Governor  and  the 
invincible  perfeverance  of  Vaughan,  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  concerned  in    the 
fifhery,  was  brought  into  Court,  which  re- 
vived the  affair  ;  and  it  was  finally  carried  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  one  voice,  in 
the  abfence  of  feveral  members    who  were  JaD- a*- 
known  to  be  againft  it.     Circular  letters  were 
immediately   difpatched   to  all  the  Colonies, 
as  far  as  Pennfylvania,  requefling  their  affif- 
tance,  and  an  embargo  on  their  ports. 

With  one  of  thefe  letters,  Vaughan  rode  Fcb  £ 
exprcfs  to  Portfmouth,  where  the  AfTembly 
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1745.  was  fitting.  Governor  Wentworth  imme- 
diately laid  the  matter  before  them,  and  pro- 
pofed  a  conference  of  the  two  Houfes  to  be 
held  on  the  next  day.  The  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  having  caught  the  enthufiafm  of 
Vaughan,  were  impatient  of  delay,  and  de- 
fired  that  it  might  be  held  immediately.  It 
was  accordingly  held,  and  the  Committee 
Feb.  %.  reported  in  favor  of  the  expedition  ;  eftima- 
jwrnti  of  te^  t^ie  exPen^e  at  f°ur  thoufand  pounds,  and 
this  feffion.  defired  the  Governor  to  ifTue  a  proclamation 
for  infilling  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  at 
twenty-five  millings  per  month,  one  month's 
pay  to  be  advanced  ;  they  alfo  recommended 
that  military  ftores  and  tranfports  fhould  be 
provided,  and  that  fuch  preparations  mould 
be  made  as  that  the  whole  might  be  ready  by 
the  beginning  of  March.  All  this  was  in- 
flantly  agreed  to,  on  condition  that  proper 
methods  could  be  found  to  pay  the  charges. 
This  could  be  done  in  no  other  way  than  by 
a  new  emifiion  of  bills  of  credit,  contrary 
to  the  letter  of  royal  inftrucftions.  But, 
by  the  help  of  Shirley,  a  way  was  found  to 
furmount  this  difficulty  ;  for  on  the  fame 
day,  he  wrote  to  Wentworth,  informing  him 
Private  MS  that  he  had,  in  anfwer  to  repeated  folicita- 
shirky?  tions,  obtained  a  relaxation  of  his  inflruc- 
tions  relative  to  bills  of  credit,  fo  far,  as  to 
have  leave  to  confent  to  fuch  emiffions  as  the 
exigencies  of  war  might  require  ;  and  advi- 
fing  him,  that  confidering  the  occafion,  it 
was  probable,  his  confenting  to  an  emiffion 
would  rather  be  approved  than  cenfured  by 
,  his  fuperiors.  The  next  day,  he  wrote  again, 
affuring  him  that  he  might  fafely  do  it,  pro- 
vided that  the  fum  to  be  emitted,  were  folelj 
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appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  the  expedition.  1745. 
He  alib  fent  him  a  copy  of  the  inftruction, 
enjoining  him  to  let  no  perfon  know  that  he 
had  fent  it.  Shirley  himfelf  had  confented 
to  an  emiffion  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be 
drawn  in  by  a  tax  in  the  years  1747  and 
1748. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  paffed  a  Feb.  $. 
vote  for  an  emiffion  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
toward  defraying  the  charge  of  the  expedi- 
tion and  farther  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
the  fupport  of  government  ;  to  be  drawn  in 
by  taxes  in  ten  annual  payments,  to  begin  in 
1755.  The  Council  objected  and  faid,  that 
the  grant  fhould  be  wholly  appropriated  to 
the  expedition  and  the  payments  mould  be- 
gin in  1751.  The  Houfe  adhered  to  their 
vote.  The  Governor  interpofed,  and  an  al- 
tercation took  place,  which  continued  feveral 
days.  The  Governor  adjourned  the  Affem- 
bly  till  he  could  again  afk  Shirley's  advice 
and  receive  his  anfwer.  At  length  the  Houfe 
altered  their  vote,  and  appointed  the  year 
1751  for  drawing  in  the  money  ;  augment- 
ing the  fum  to  thirteen  thoufand  pounds, 
and  at  the  Governor's  exprefs  defire,  they 
publicly  allured  him  that  they  c  could  not 
4  find  out  any  other  way  to  carry  on  the  ex- 
*  pedition,  or  in  any  degree  fhorten  the  peri- 
4  od  for  bringing  in  the  money.'  This  was 
done  to  ferve  as  an  apology  for  the  Govern- 
or's confenting  to  the  bill,  not  with  Sanding 
he  had  no  liberty  to  recede  from  his  inftruc- 
tions  ;  and  thus,  the  matter  being  compro-  Feb.  i3, 
xnifed,  he  gave  his  confent. 

During  this  tedious  interval,  a  report  was 
fpread,  that  the  Houfe  had  refufed  to  raife 
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1745.  men  and  money  for  the  expedition  ;  and  the 
author  of  the  report  was  fought  out  and  call- 
ed to  account  by  the  Houfe  for  his  mifbeha- 
viour.  The  next  day  they  altered  their  terms 
of  inliftment,  conformably  to  thofe  offered 

Feb  x  in  Maffachufetts,  and  by  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary, two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  inlifled 
for  the  fervice. 

The  perfon  appointed  to  command  the  ex- 
pedition was  WILLIAM  PEPPERRELL,  Efq. 
of  Kittery,  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia ; 
a  merchant  of  unblemilhed  reputation  and 
engaging  manners,  extenfively  known  both 
in  MaiTachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  and 
very  popular.  Thefe  qualities  were  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  in  the  Commander  of  an  army 
of  volunteers,  his  own  countrymen,  who 
were  to  quit  their  domeftic  connexions  and 
employments,  and  engage  in  a  hazardous  en- 
terprife,  which  none  of  them,  from  the  high- 
eft  to  the  low  eft,  knew  how  to  conduct.  Pro- 
feffional  ikill  and  experience  were  entirely  out 
of  the  queftion  ;  had  thefe  qualities  been  ne- 
ceffary, the  expedition  rnuft  have  been  laid 
afide ;  for  there  was  no  perfon  in  New-England, 
in  thefe  refpects  qualified  for  the  command. 
Fidelity,  refolution  and  popularity  muft  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  military  talents  ;  and  Pep- 
perrell  was  poffeffed  of  thefe.  It  was  necef- 
fary that  the  men  fliould  know  and  love  their 
General,  or  they  would  not  inlift  under  him,* 

Shirley's         After   this   appointment   was   made,  and 

private  let- 

'   M5'         *  The  following  private  note  was  fent  from  Bofton  to  Fepperrell.whilft 
at  Looifbourg,  and  found  among  his  paper0. 

'You  was  made  General,  being  a  popular  man,  mod  likely  to  raife  fol- 
'  diers  fooneft.  The  expedition  was  calculated  to  ESTABLISH  Sh— ,  and 
*  make  his  creature  W.  Governor  of  Capt-Breton,  which  is  to  be  a  place 
'  of  refuge  to  hioi  froon  his  creditors.  Beware  ef  ln«kes  in  ihe  gr»ft,  and 
'  mark  their  biffing. 
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while  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  Affembly  1745., 
of  New-Hamplhire  would  agree  with  the 
Governor  in  raifing  money  for  the  expedi- 
tion, Shirley  propofed  to  Wentworth,  the 
raifing  of  men  in  New-Hampfhire,  to  be  in 
the  pay  of  Maffachufetts,  and  in  the  letter 
which  he  wrote  on  that  occaiion  paid  him  the 
following  compliment.  '  It  would  have  been 

*  an  infinite  fatisfaclion  to  me,  and  done  great 

*  honor  to  the  expedition,  if  your  limbs  would 
'have  permitted  you  to  take  the  chief com- 

*  mand.'     Wentworth  was  charmed  with  the 
idea,  and  forgetting  his  gout,  made  an  offer 
of  his  perfonal  fervice  ;  but  riot  till  after  the 
Affembly   had  agreed  to   his  terms   and  the 
money  bill    was  paffed.     Shirley    was   then 
obliged  to  anfwer  him   thus.      'Upon  com- 
4  municating  your  offer  to   two  or  three  gen- 
4  tlenien,  in  whofe  prudence  and  judgment  I 
4  moft  confide,  I  found  them  clearly  of  opin- 
'  ion,  that  any  alteration  of  the  prefent  com- 

*  maud  would  be  attended  with  great  rifque, 
4  both  with  refpect  to  the  Affembly  and  the 
4  foldiers  being  entirely  difgufled.* 

Before  Pepperrell  accepted  the  command, 
he  afked  the  opinion  of  the  famous  George 
Whitefield,  who  was  then  itinerating  and 
preaching  in  New-England.  Whitefield  told 
him,  that  he  did  not  think  the  fcheme  very  ter9- 
promifing  ;  that  the  eyes  of  all  would  be  57' 
on  him  ;  that  if  it  fhould  not  fucceed,  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  flain  would  re- 
proach him ;  and  if  it  fhould  fucceed,  many 
would  regard  him  with  envy,  and  endeavor 
to  eclipfe  his  glory  ;  that  he  ought  therefore 
to  go  with  4  a  fingle  eye,'  and  then  he  would 
find  his  ftrength  proportioned  to  his  neceffi- 
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1745.  ty.  Henry  Sherburne,  the  CommifTary  of 
New-Hampfhire,  another  of  '  Whitefield's 
friends,  prefTed  him  to  favor  the  expedition 
and  give  a  motto  for  the  flag  ;  to  which,  af- 
ter fome  hefitation,  he  consented.  The  mot- 
to was,  '  Nil  defperandum  Chrljlo  duce?  This 
gave  the  expedition  the  air  of  a  crufade,  and 
many  of  his  followers  inliiled.  One  of 
them,  a  Chaplain,  carried  on  his  fhoulder  a 
hatchet,  with  which  he  intended  to  deilroy 
the  images  in  the  French  churches. 

There  are  certain  latent  fparks  in  human 
nature,  which,  by  a  collifion  of  caufes,  are 
fometimes  brought  to  light ;  and  when  once 
excited,  their  operations  are  not  eafily  con- 
troled.  In  undertaking  any  thing  hazar- 
dous, there  is  a  iieceffity  for  extraordinary 
vigor  of  mind,  and  a  degree  of  confidence 
and  fortitude,  which  mall  raife  us  above  the 
dread  of  danger,  and  difpofe  us  to  run  a 
rifque  which  the  cold  maxims  of  prudence 
would  forbid.  The  people  of  New-England 
have  at  various  times  {hewn  fuc'h  an  enthu- 
fiaftic  ardor,  which  has  been  excited  by  the 
example  of  their  anceftors  and  their  own  ex- 
pofed  fituation.  It  was  never  more  appar- 
ent, and  perhaps  never  more  neceffary,  than 
on  occafioii  of  this  expedition.  Nor  ought 
it  to  be  forgotten,  that  feveral  circumftances, 
which  did  not  depend  on  human  forefight, 
greatly  favored  this  undertaking. 

The  winters  in  this  country  are  often  fe- 
vere,  but  the  winter  in  which  this  expedition 
was  planned,  and  particularly  the  month  of 
February,  was  very  mild.  The  harbours 
and  rivers  were  open,  and  the  weather  was 
in  general  fo  pleafant,  that  every  kind  of  la- 
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>or  could  be  done  abroad.  The  fruitfulnefs  1745. 
of  the  preceding  feafoii  had  made  provisions 
plenty.  The  Indians  had  not  yet  molefled 
the  frontiers  ;  and  though  fome  of  them  had 
heard  that  an  expedition  againfl  Cape  Breton 
was  in  hand,  and  carried  the  news  of  it  to 
Canada,  fuch  an  attempt  was  fo  improbable, 
that  the  French  gave  no  credit  to  the  report, 
and  thofe  in  Nova-Scotia  did  not  receive  the 
lead  intelligence  of  the  preparations.  Doug- 
lafs  oblerves,  that  *  fome  guardian  angel  pre- 
4  ferved  the  troops  from  taking  the  fmall  pox,' 
which  appeared  in  Boflon  about  the  time  of 
their  embarkation,  and  was  actually  import- 
ed in  one  of  the  ihips  which  was  taken  into 
the  f er vice.  A  concurrence  of  happy  inci- 
dents brought  together  every  Britim  ihip  of 
war  from  the  ports  of  the  American  conti- 
nent and  iilands,  till  they  made  a  formidable 
naval  force,  confiding  of  four  mips  of  the 
line  and  fix  frigates,  under  the  command  of 
an  active,  judicious  and  experienced  officer. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  garrifon  of  Louif- 
bourg  was  difcontented  and  mutinous  ;  they 
were  in  want  of  provifions  and  ftores  ;  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  defign  formed, 
againfl  them  ;  their  Ihores  were  fo  environ- 
ed with  ice,  that,  no  fupplies  could  arrive 
early  from  France,  and  thofe  which  came  af- 
terward, were  intercepted  and  taken  by  our 
cruifers.  In  fhort,  '  if  any  one  circumflance 
'  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  our  iide,  and  if 
c  any  one  circumflance  had  not  taken  a  D°»«i-fr  i, 
c  wrong  turn  on  the  French  fide,  the  expedi-  JJ  ' 
*  tion  mufl  have  mifcanied.* 

i  In  the  undertaking  and  profecuting  of  an 
enterrjrife  fo  novel  to  the  people  of  New* 
W 
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1745.  England,  it  is  amufing  to  fee  how  many 
projects  were  invented  ;  what  a  variety  of 
advice  was  given  from  all  quarters,  and  what 
romantic  expectations  were  formed  by  advi- 
fers  and  adventurers.  During  the  inliftment, 
one  of  the  officers  was  heard  to  fay  with 
great  fobriety,  that  he  intended  to  carry  with 
him  three  fliirts,  one  of  which  mould  be 
ruffled,  becaufe  he  expecled  that  the  Gene- 
ral would  give  him  the  command  of  the  city, 
when  it  mould  be  taken.  An  ingenious  and 
benevolent  clergyman,  prefented  to  the  Gene- 
ral a  plan  for  the  incampment  of  the  army, 
the  opening  of  trenches  and  the  placing  of 
ivmtc  batteries  before  the  city.  To  prevent  clan- 
gs letters.  ger  to  fa^  troops  from  fubterraneous  mines, 
he  propofed,  that  two  confidential  perfons, 
attended  by  a  guard,  fhould,  during  the 
night,  approach  the  walls  ;  that  one  ihould 
with  a  beetle  flrike  the  ground,  while  the 
other  fhould  lay  his  ear  to  it,  and  obferve 
whether  the  found  was  hollow,  and  that  a 
mark  fhould  be  fet  on  all  places  fufpedled. 
Another  gentleman  of  equal  ingenuity,  fent 
the  General  a  model  of  a  flying  bridge,  to  be 
ufed  in  fcaling  the  walls  of  Louifbourg.  It 
was  fo  light,  that  twenty  men  could  carry  it 
on  their  moulders  to  the  wall,  and  raife  it  in 
one  minute.  The  apparatus  for  raifing  it 
conflfted  of  four  blocks,  and  two  hundred 
fathoms  of  rope.  It  was  to  be  floored  with 
boards,  wide  enough  for  eight  men  to  march 
abreaft  ;  and  to  prevent  danger  from  the  ene- 
my's fire,  it  might  be  covered  with  raw  hides. 
This  bridge,  it  was  faid,  might  be  creeled 
againd  any  part  of  the  wall,  even  where  no 
breach  had  been  made  5  and  it  was  fuppofed 
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that  a  thoufand  men  might  pafs  over  it  in    174.5. 
four  minutes. 

But  the  mofl  extraordinary  project  of  all, 
was  Shirley's  Icheine  for  taking  the  city  by 
furprife,  in  the  firfl  night  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops,  and  before  any  Britifli  naval 
force  could  poflibly  come  to  their  affiftance. 
It  is  thus  delineated  in  a  confidential  letter 
which  he  wrote  to  Wentworth,  when  he  ur- 
ged him  to  fend  the  New-Hampfliire  troops 
to  Bofton,  to  proceed  thence  with  the  fleet  of 
tranfports.  '  The  fuccefs  of  our  fcheme  for  March  a. 

*  furpriling  Louifbourg  will  entirely  depend 

*  on  the  execution  of  the  firil  night,  after  the 

*  arrival  of  our  forces.     For  this  purpofe  it 

*  is    necefTary,  that  the  whole   fleet    fhould 

*  make    Chappeau-rouge  point  jull   at    the 

*  {hutting  in  of  the  day,  when  they   cannot 
'  eauly  be  difcovered,  and  from  thence  pufli 
x  into   the  bay,  fo   as   to  have   all  the  men 

*  landed  before  midnight  ;  (the  landing  of 

*  whom,  it  is  computed  by  Capt.  Durell  and 

*  Mr.  Baftide,  will  take  up  three  hours   at 
4  lead.)     After   which,  the  forming  of  the 
1  four  feveral  corps,  to  be   employed  in  at- 

*  tempting  to  fcale  the  walls   of  Louifbourg, 

*  near    the  eaft  gate,    fronting  the  fea,  and 

*  the   weft   gate,  fronting  the    harbour  ;  to 

*  cover    the   retreat  of  the  two  beforemen- 

*  tioned  parties   in  cafe  of  a  repulfe  ;  and, 

*  to  attack  the  grand  battery  ;  (which  attack 
'  mull  be  made  at  the  fame  time  with  the  two 

*  other  attacks)  will  take  up  two  hours  more 
fc  at  leaft.     After  thefe  four  bodies  are  form- 
4  ed,  their  march  to  their  refpeclive    polls 

*  from  whence  they  are  to  make  their  attacks 

*  and  ferve  as  a  cover  to  the  retreat,  will  take    . 
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1745.  c  up  another  two  hours  ;  which,  fuppoiing  the' 
c  tranfports  to  arrive  in  Chappeau-rouge  bay 
c  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  not  be- 
'  fore,  as  it  will  be  neceflary  for  them  to  do, 

*  in  order  to  land  and  march  under  cover  of 
c  the  night,  will  bring  them  to  four  in  the 

*  morning,  being  day  break,  before  they  be- 

*  gin  the  attack,  which  will  be  full   late  for 

*  them  to  begin.     Your  Excellency  will  from 

*  hence  perceive  how   critical  an  affair,  the 

*  time  of  the  fleet's  arrival  in  Chappeau-rouge 

*  bay  is,  and  how  necefTary  it  is  to  the  fuc- 
c  cefs  of  our  principal  fcheme,  that  the  fleet 
4  mould  arrive  there,  in  a  body,  at  that  preeife 
«  hour.' 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  this  plan  was 
contrived  by  a  perfoii  totally  unfkilled  in  the 
arts  of  navigation  and  of  war.  The  coafl 
of  Cape-Breton  was  dangerous  andinhofpit- 
able,  the  feafon  of  the  year  rough  and  tem- 
peiluous,  and  the  air  a  continual  fog ;  yet,  a 
fleet  of  an  hundred  veflels,  after  failing 
nearly  two  hundred  leagues  (for  by  this  plan 
they  were  not  to  flop)  muft  make  a  certain 
point  of  land  *  at  a  preeife  hour,'  and  enter 
an  unknown  bay,  in  an  evening.  The 
troops  were  to  land  in  the  dark,  amidil  a  vi- 
olent furf,  on  a  rocky  more  ;  to  march 
through  a  thicket  and  bog  three  miles,  to  the 
city,  and  fome  of  them  a  mile  beyond  it  to 
the  royal  battery.  Men  who  had  never  been 
in  action,  were  to  perform  fervices,  which 
the  moil  experienced  veteran  would  think  of 
with  dread  ;  to  pull  down  pickets  with  grap- 
ling  irons,  and  fcale  the  walls  of  a  regular 
fortification,  with  ladders,  which  were  after- 
ward found  to  be  too  ihort  by  ten  feet  ;  all 
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in  the  fpaceof  twelve  hours  from  their  firft    1745. 
making  the  land,  and  nine  hours  from  their 
debarkation.     This    part  of  the   plan    was 
prudently  concealed  from  the  troops. 

The  forces  which  New-Hampfhire  furnim- 
ed  for  this  expedition,  were  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  including  the  crew  of  an 
armed  fioop  which  convoyed  the  tranfports 
and  ferved  as  a  cruifer.  They  were  formed 
into  a  regiment,  confiding  of  eight  compa- 
nies, and  were  under  the  command  oi  Col. 
Samuel  Moore.  The  floop  was  commanded 
by  Capt.  John  Fernald  ;  her  crew  confided  of 
thirty  men.  The  regiment,  floop  and  tran£- 
ports,  were,  by  Governor  Wentworth's  writ- 
ten inftruclions  to  the  General,  put  under 
his  command.  Befides  thefe,  a  body  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  was  inlifled  in  New- 
Hampihire  and  aggregated  to  the  regiment 
in  the  pay  of  Mailachufetts.  Thus  New- 
Hamplhire  employed  five  hundred  men  ;  a- 
bout  one  eighth  part  of  the  whole  land  force.*  w«it- 
In  thefe  men,  there  was  fuch  an  ardor  for  ac-  ™thMs.f~ 
tion,  and  fuch  a  dread  of  delay,  that  it  was 
impracticable  to  put  them  fo  far  out  of  their 
courfe,  as  to  join  the  fleet  at  Bofton.  Shir- 
ley therefore  altered  the  plan,  and  appointed 
a  rendezvous  at  Canfeau  ;  where  the  forces 
of  New-Hampfhire  arrived,  two  days  before  March  3*. 
the  General  and  his  other  troops  from 
Boflon. 

*  In  the  introductory  psrt  rf  Dr.  Ramfay's  elegant  history  of  the 
American  Revolution  (page  34)  it  is  said,  that  '  this  enterprife  was  un- 
'  dertakcn  by  the  SOLE  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts* 
This  ii  not  fnfiiciently  accurate,  It  originared  in  Maffathuf  tts  ;  hut 
the  Colonies  of  New-Hampfliire^  Rhode  Ifland  and  Connc6licur,  hy 
their  legifhtive  authority,  furmflied  troops  and  ftores.  New-Yoik 
fent  a  fnp;>!y  rf  artillery,  and  PennfyJrania  of  provifion*  ;  btu  the 
troops  from  Rhodc-Ifland,  and  the  prov/'fions  frotn  PennfylvaniajdiJ  not 
arrive  till  after  the  lurrcnder  cf  the  city. 
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1745.  The  iiiilrucflions  which  Pepperrell  receiv- 
ed from  Shirley,  were  conformed  to  the 
plan  which  he  had  communicated  to  Went- 
worth,  but  much  more  particular  and  cir- 
cumftantial.  He  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Canfeau,  there  to  build  a  block-houle  and 
battery,  and  leave  two  companies  in  garri- 
fon,  and  to  depofit  the  (lores  which  might 

original     not  immediately  be   wanted  by  the   army. 

inftruai-    Thence  ne  was  to  fend  a  detachment  to  the 

43QS«   1Q 

MS.  village  of  St.  Peters,  on  the  iiland  of  Cape- 
Breton  and  deftroy  it  ;  to  prevent  any  intel- 
ligence which  might  be  carried  to  L^uiC- 
bourg  ;  for  which  purpofe  alfo,  the  armed 
veffels  were  to  cruife  before  the  harbour. 
The  whole  fleet  was  to  fail  from  Canfeau,  fo 
as  to  arrive  in  Chappeau- rouge  bay  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  troops 
were  to  land  in  four  divifions,  and  proceed 
to  the  affault  before  morning.  If  the  plan 
for  the  furprifal  fhould  fail,  he  had  particu- 
lar directions  where  and  how  to  land,  march, 
encamp,  attack  and  defend ;  to  hold  councils 
and  keep  records  ;  and  to  fend  intelligence 
to  Boilon  by  certain  veffels  retained  for  the 
purpofe,  which  veffels  were  to  flop  at  Caftle 
William,  and  there  receive  the  Governor's 
orders.  Several  other  veffels  were  appointed 
to  cruife  between  Canfeau  and  the  camp,  to 
convey  orders,  tranfport  (lores,  and  catch  fjh 
for  the  army.  To  clofe  thefe  inflruclions, 
after  the  mod  minute  detail  of  duty,  the 
General  was  finally  '  left  to  act  upon  unfore- 
4  feen  emergencies  according  to  his  difcre- 
*  tion  ;'  which,  in  the  opinion  of  military 
gentlemen,  is  accounted  the  moft  rational 
part  of  the  whole.  Such  was  the  plan,  for 
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die  reduction  of  a  regularly  conftru&ed  for-    1745. 
trefs,  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  to  be  executed  by 
a  merchant,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  hu£- 
bandmen  and  mechanics  ;  animated  indeed 
by  ardent  patriotifm,  but  deftitute  of  profef- 
fional  {kill  and  experience.     After  they  had  Pr;nce,g 
embarked,  the  hearts  of  many  began  to  fail, 
Some  repented  that  they  had  voted  for  the 
expedition,   or   promoted  it  ;  and  the  moil 
thoughtful  were  in  the  greatefl  perplexity. 

The  troops  were  detained  at  Canfeau,  three 
weeks,  waiting  for  the  ice  which  invironed 
the  iiland  of  Cape-Breton,  to  be  difTolved. 
They  were  all  this  time  within  view  of  St.  sbirley« 
Peters,  but  were  not  difcovered.  Their  pro- 
vifions  became  fliort ;  but  they  were  fupplied 
by  prizes  taken  by  the  cruifers.  Among 
others,  the  New-Hamplhire  iloop  took  a  {hip 
from  Martin'ico,  and  retook  one  of  the  tranf- 
ports,  which  ihe  had  taken  the  day  before. 
At  length,  to  their  great  joy,  Commodore 
Warren,  in  the  Superbe,  of  fixty  guns,  with  Apr11  *3* 
three  other  fhips  of  forty  guns  each,  arrived 
at  Canfeau.  and  having  held  a  confutation 
with  the  General,  proceeded  to  cruife  before 
Louifbourg.  The  General  having  fent  the 
New-Hampihire  floop,  to  cover  a  detachment 
which  deflroyed  the  village  of  St.  Peters,  and 
fcattered  the  inhabitants,  failed  with  the 
whole  fleet ;  but  inftead  of  making  Chap-  APrfl  29< 
peau-rouge  point  in  the  evening,  the  wind 
falling  iliort,  they  made  it  at  the  dawn  of  the 
next  morning  ;  and  their  appearance  in  the 
bay,  gave  the  firft  notice  to  the  French,  of  a 
deiign  formed  againil  them. 

The  intended  furprifal  being  thus  happily 
fruftrated,  the  next  thing  after  landing  the 
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1745.  troops  was  to  invefl  the  city.  Vaughan,the 
adventurer  from  New-Hampfhire,  had  the 
rank  and  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  but 
refufed  to  have  a  regular  command!  He 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Council  of  War, 
and  was  ready  for  any  fervice  which  the 
General  might  think  fuited  to  his  genius. 
He  conducted  the  firft  column  through  the 
woods,  within  fight  of  the  city,  and  faluted 
it  with  three  cheers.  He  headed  a  detach- 
ment, confiding  chiefly  of  the  New-Hamp- 
ihire  troops,  and  marched  to  the  north-eaft 
part  of  the  harbour,  in  the  night ;  where 

Ma  ^  they  burned  the  ware-houfes,  containing  the 
naval  {lores,  and  {laved  a  large  quantity  of 
wine  and  brandy.  The  fmoke  of  this  fire 
being  driven  by  the  wind  into  the  grand  bat- 
tery, fo  terrified  the  French,  that  they  aban- 
doned it  and  retired  to  the  city,  after  having 
fpiked  the  guns  and  cut  the  halliards  of  the 

Ma  i  flag-ftafE  The  next  morning  as  Vaughaii 
was  returning,  with  thirteen  men  only,  he 
crept  up  the  hill  which  overlooked  the  bat- 
tery, and  obferved,  that  the  chimnies  of  the 
barrack  were  without  fmoke,  and  the  {laff 
without  a  flag.  With  a  bottle  of  brandy, 
which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  (though  he  never 
drank  fpirituous  liquors)  lie  hired  one  of  his 
party,  a  Cape  Cod  Indian,  to  crawl  in  at  an 
embrafure  and  open  the  gate.  He  then 

ori  iaai     wrote  to  t^e  General,  thefe  words,  c  May  it 

MS.  '  pleafe  your  honor,  to  be  informed,  that  by 
c  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  courage  of  thir- 
c  teen  men,  I  entered  the  royal  battery,  about 
'  nine  o'clock,  and  am  waiting  for  a  reinforce- 
*  merit,  and  a  flag.'  Before  either  could  ar- 
rive3  one  of  the  men  climbed  up  the  ftaff,  with 
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a  red  coat  in  his  teeth,  which  he  fattened  by  1745. 
a  nail  to  the  top.  This  piece  of  triumphant 
vanity  alarmed  the  city,  and  immediately  an 
hundred  men  were  difpatched  in  boats  to  re- 
take the  battery.  But  Vaughan,  with  his 
fmal  1  party,  on  the  naked  beach,  and  in  the 
face  of  a  fmart  fire  from  the  city  and  the 
boats,  kept  them  from  landing,  till  the  rein- 
forcement arrived.  In  every  duty  of  fatigue 
or  fanguine  adventure,  he  was  always  ready  ; 
and  the  New-Hampihire  troops,  animated  by 
the  fame  enthuliailic  ardor,  partook  of  all  the 
labors  and  dangers  of  the  liege.  They  were 
employed  for  fourteen  nights  fucceilively,  in 
drawing  cannon  from  the  landing  place  to 
the  camp,  through  a  morafs  ;  and  their 
Lieutenant  Colonel  MeiTerve,  being  a  {hip 
carpenter,  conPcrucled  fledges,  on  which  the 
cannon  were  drawn,  when  it  was  found  that 
their  wheels  were  buried  in  the  mire.  The 
men,  with  flraps  over  their  flioulders,  and 
finking  to  their  knees  in  mud,  performed  la- 
bor beyond  the  power  of  oxen  ;  w  hich  labor 
could  be  done  only  in  the  night  or  in  a  fog- 
gy day  ;  the  place  being  within  plain  view 
and  random  fliot  of  the  enemy's  walls. 
They  were  much  difappointed  and  chagrined, 
when  they  found  that  thefe  meritorious  fer~. 
vices  were  not  more  diftindlly  acknowledged  Wenf^ 
in  the  accounts  which  were  fent  to  England,  »orth*s 

c  i   v  n       -i  letters,  MS» 

and  afterwards  publ  lined. 

In  the  unfortunate  attempt  on  the  ifland  May  *6. 
battery  by  four  hundred  volunteers  from 
different  regiments,  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops  were  very  aclive.  When  it  was  de- 
termined to  erecl:  a  battery  on  the  light-houfe 
cliff ;  two  companies  of  them  (Mafoa's  and 
X 
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1745.  Fernald's)  were  employed  in  that  laborious 
fervice,  under  cover  of  their  armed  floop  j 
and  when  a  propofal  was  made  for  a  general 
aflkult  by  fea  and  land,  Colonel  Moore,  who 
had  been  an  experienced  fea  commander,  of- 
fered to  go  on  board  the  Vigilant,  with  his 
whole  regiment,  and  lead  the  attack,  if  in 
cafe  of  fuccefs  he  might  be  confirmed  in  the 
command  of  the  (hip ;  but  when  this  was 
denied,  moil  of  the  men  who  were  fit  for 
duty,  readily  went  on  board  the  Princefs 
Mary,  to  act  as  marines  on  that  occafion. 

Dongitus  i,  it  has  been  faid,  that  6  this  fiege  was  car- 
4  ried  on  in  a  tumultuary,  random  mariner* 
c  refembling  a  Cambridge  commencement.' 
The  remark  is  in  a  great  meafure  true. 
Though  the  bufinefs  of  the  Council  of  War 
was  conducted  with  all  the  formality  of  a 
legiflative  affembly  ;  though  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  the  General,  and  returns  made  by 
the  officers  at  the  feveral  pofts  ;  yet  the  want 
of  difcipline  was  too  vifible  in  the  camp. 
Thofe  who  were  on  the  fpot,  have  frequently 
in  my  hearing,  laughed  at  the  recital  of  their 
own  irregularities,  and  exprefled  their  admi- 
ration when  they  reflected  on  the  almoft  mi- 
raculous prefervation  of  the  army  from  de£- 
trucflion.  They  indeed  prefented  a  formida- 
ble front  to  the  enemy  ;  but  the  rear  was  a 
fcene  of  confufion  and  frolic.  While  fome 
were  on  duty  at  the  trenches,  others  were 
racing,  wreilling,  pitching  quoits,  firing  at 
marks  or  at  birds,  or  running  after  {hot  from 
the  enemy's  guns,  for  which  they  received  a 
bounty,  and  the  {hot  were  fent  back  to  the 
city.  The  ground  was  fo  uneven  and  the 
people  fo  fcattered,  that  the  French  could 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  171 

form  no  eftimate  of  their  numbers  ;  nor  174.5. 
could  they  learn  it  from  the  prifoners,  taken 
at  the  iflaiid  battery,  who  on  their  examina- 
tion, as  if  by  previous  agreement,  reprefent- 
ed  the  number  to  be  vailly  greater  than  it 
was.  The  garrifon  of  Louifbonrg  had  been 
fo  mutinous  before  the  fiege,  that  the  officers 
Could  not  truft  the  men  to  make  a  fortie,  left 
they  ihould  defert ;  had  they  been  united 
and  acfted  with  vigor,  the  camp  might  have 
been  furprifed  and  many  of  the  people  de£- 
troyed. 

Much  has  been  afcribed,  and  much  is 
juflly  due  to  the  activity  and  vigilance  of 
Commodore  Warren,  and  the  (hips  under  his 
command  ;  much  is  alfo  due  to  the  vigor  and 
perfeverance  of  the  land  forces,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  was  doubtlefs  owing,  under  God,  to  the 
joint  efforts  of  both.  Something  of  policy, 
as  well  as  bravery,  is  generally  necelfary  in 
fuch  undertakings  ;  and  there  was  one  piece 
of  management,  which,  though  not  men- 
tioned by  any  hiflorian,  yet  greatly  contrib- 
uted to  the  furrender  of  the  city. 

The  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  a  French  fix- 
ty-four  gun  fhip,  commanded  by  the  Mar-  May  **• 
quis  de  la  Maifbn  forte,  and  richly  laden  with 
military  ftores  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon, 
was  one  of  the  moft  capital  exploits  perform- 
ed by  the  navy.  This  fhip  had  been  anx- 
ioufly  expected  by  the  French  ;  and  it  was 
thought  that  the  news  of  her  capture,  if  prop- 
erly communicated  to  them,  might  produce 
a  good  effect ;  but  how  to  do  it  was  the  quef- 
tion.  At  length  the  Commodore  hit  on  this  £jrse  *^te 
expedient,  which  he  propofed  to  the  General,  of  warrc 

i  i  i  .     •  •  -r       and  Pep- 

who  approved,  and  put  it  into  execution.     In  pereu> 
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1745.  a  fkirmifh  on  the  ifland,  with  a  party  of 
French  and  Indians,  fome  Englifh  prifoners 
had  been  taken  by  them,  and  ufed  with  cru- 
elty. This  circumilance  was  made  known 
to  the  Marquis,  and  he  was  requefled  to  go 
on  board  of  all  the  fhips  in  the  bay  where 
French  prifoners  were  confined,  and  obferve 
the  condition  in  which  they  were  kept.  He 
did  fo,  and  was  well  fatisfied  with  their  fare 
and  accommodations.  He  was  then  defired 
to  write  to  the  Governor  of  the  city,  and 
inform  him  how  well  the  French  prifoners 
were  treated,  and  to  requeft  the  like  favor  for 

foot  7;  t]ie  Engiifo  prifoners.  The  humane  Mar- 
quis  readily  confented,  and  the  letter  was 
fent  the  next  day  by  a  flag,  intrufted  to  the 
care  of  Capt.  Macdonald.  He  was  carried  be- 
fore the  Governor  and  his  chief  officers  ;  and 
by  pretending  not  to  underfland  their  lan- 
guage, he  had  the  advantage  of  liftening  to 
their  difcourfe  ;  by  which  he  found,  that 
they  had  not  before  heard  of  the  capture 
of  the  Vigilant,  and  that  the  news  of  it,  un- 
der the  hand  of  her  late  commander,  threw 
them  into  vifible  perturbation.  This  event, 
with  the  eredlion  of  a  battery  on  the  high 
cliff  at  the  light  houfe,  under  the  direction 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gridley,  by  which 
the  ifland  battery  was  much  annoyed,  and 
the  preparations  which  were  evidently  ma- 
king for  a  general  affault,  determined  Du- 
chambon  to  furrender ;  and  accordingly,  in 

June  15  to  a  f8W  clays  he  capitulated. 

Upon  entering  the  fortrefs  and  viewing 
its  flrength,  and  the  plenty  and  variety  of 
its  means  of  defence,  the  ftouteft  hearts  were 
appalled,  and  the  impracticability  of  carry- 
ing it  by  aflault,  was  fully  demonftrated, 
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No  fooner  was  the  city  taken,  and  the  1745. 
army  under  (belter,  than  the  weather,  which 
daring  the  fiege,  excepting  eight  or  nine 
days  after  the  firfl  landing,  had  been  re- 
markably dry  for  that  climate,  changed  for 
the  worle  ;  and,  an  inceffant  rain  of  ten 
days  fucceeded.  Had  this  happened  before 
the  furrender,  the  troops  who  had  then  be- 
gun to  be  fickly,  and  had  none  but  very  thin 
tents,  muft  have  perifhed  in  great  numbers. 
Reinforcements  of  men,  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  arrived,*  and  it  was  determined  in  a 
Council  of  War  to  maintain  the  place  and 
repair  the  breaches.  A  total  demolition 
might  have  been  more  advantageous  to  the 
nation  ;  but  in  that  cafe,  individuals  would 
not  have  enjoyed  the  profit  of  drawing  bills  on 
the  navy  arid  ordnance  eftablifhments.  The 
French  flag  was  kept  flying  on  the  ramparts ; 
and  feveral  rich  prizes  were  decoyed  into  the 
harbour.  The  army  fuppofed  that  they  had 
a  right  to  a  fhare  of  thefe  prizes  ;  but  means 
were  found  to  fupprefs  or  evade  their  claim ; 
nor  did  any  of  the  Colony  cruifers  (except 
one)  though  they  were  retained  in  the  fervice, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commodore,  reap 
any  benefit  from  the  captures. 

The  news  of  this  important  victory  filled 
America  with  joy,  and  Europe  with  ailonim- 
ment.  The  enterprifing  fpirit  of  New-Eng- 
land gave  a  ferious  alarm  to  thofe  jealous 
fears,  which  had  long  predicted  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Colonies.  Great  pains  were 

*  Of  the  reinforcements,  New-Hamprtiire  frnt  115  men.  The  lofs 
which  the  New-Hampftiire  troops  fuffered  was  but  eleven,  of  whom 
five  were  killed  and  fix  died  of  fickrefg.  This  was  be(6rc  the  (urren- 
dcr.  More  died  afterwards  in  parrifon, 

Shirley's  letter  to  Wentworth,  from  Lotiifboorg,  vSepr.  %. 
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1745.  taken  in  England  to  afcribe  all  the  glory  to 
the  navy,  and  leffen  the  merit  of  the  army. 
However,  Pepperell  received  the  title  of  a 
Baronet,  as  well  as  Warren.  The  latter  was 
promoted  to  be  an  Admiral ;  the  former  had 
a  commiffion  as  Colonel  in  the  Britim  eftab- 
lifhment,  and  was  empowered  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment in  America,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  Crown. 
The  fame  emolument  was  given  to  Shirley, 
and  both  Jie  and  Wentworth  acquired  fb 
much  reputation  as  to  be  confirmed  in  their 
places.  Vaughan  went  to  England  to  feek  a 
reward  for  his  fervices,  andrthere  died  of  the 
frnall-pox.  Solicitations  were  fet  on  foot  for 
a  parliamentary  reimburfement,  which,  after 
much  difficulty  and  delay,  was  obtained  ;  and 
the  Colonies  who  had  expended  their  fub- 
flance  were  in  credit  at  the  BritiQi  treafury.^ 
The  juftice  and  policy  of  this  meafure  muft 
appear  to  every  one,  who  confiders,  that  ex- 
cepting the  fuppreffion  of  a  rebellion  within 
the  bowels  of  the  kingdom,  this  conquefl  was 
the  only  adlion  which  could  be  called  a  vic- 
tory, on  the  part  of  the  Britim  nation,  during 
the  whole  French  war,  and  afforded  them  the 
means  of  purchafing  a  peace. 

*  The  rciroburfement  to  New-Hamplhire  was  fixteen  thoufand,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  fteiling. 

Thomliofon'3  MS,  letter. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

JProjefted  Expedition  to  Canada.      Marm  by  the  French  feet. 
State  cf  the  Frontiers.     Peace. 


\V HILST  the  expedition  to  Cape- 
Breton  was  in  hand,  the  a<5tive  mind  of  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  contemplated  nothing  lefs  than, 
the  conqueft  of  all  the  French  dominions  in 
America ;  and  he  confulted  with  Governor 
Wentworth  and  Mr.  Atkinfon  on  the  practi- 
cability of  fuch  a  defign.  After  Louifbourg 
was  taken,  he  made  a  vifit  thither,  and  held 
a  confutation  with  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Sir 
William  Pepperell ;  and  from  that  place  wrote  MS  letter* 
preffingly  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  on  the  fub- 
ject.  His  felicitations,  enforced  by  the  bril- 
liant fuccefs  at  Louifbourg,  and  the  apparent 
danger  in  which  Nova-Scotia  and  the  new 
conqueft  were  involved,  had  fuch  an  effect,  -i  *]*£» 
that  in  the  fpring  of  the  following  year,  a  cir- 
cular letter  was  fent  from  the  Duke  of  New-  Arril  6- 
caftle,  Secretary  of  (late,  to  all  the  Governors 
of  the  American  colonies,  as  far  fouthward  as 
Virginia ;  requiring  them  to  raife  as  many 
men  as  they  could  fpare,  and  form  them  into 
companies  of  one  hundred  ;  to  be  ready  to  Dougiafs  L 
unite,  and  act  according  to  the  orders  which  3' 
they  fhould  afterwards  receive.  The  plan 
was,  that  a  fquadron  of  (hips  of  war,  and  a 
body  of  land  forces,  fhould  be  fent  from  Eng- 
land againfl  Canada  ;  that  the  troops  raifed 
in  New-England  fhould  join  the  Britifh  fleet 
and  army  at  Louifbourg,  and  proceed  up  the 
river  St,  Lawrence ;  that  thofe  of  New-York 
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1746.  and  the  other  Provinces  at  the  fouthward, 
fliould  be  collected  at  Albany,  and  march  a- 
gainfl  Crown  Point  and  Montreal.  The 
management  of  this  expedition  was  commit- 
ted to  Sir  John  St.  Glair,  in  conjunction  with 
Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Governor  Shirley.  St. 
Glair  did  not  come  to  America.  Warren  and 
Shirley  gave  the  orders,  while  Warren  was 
here ;  and  afterward  Commodore  Knowles, 
who  fucceeded  him,  was  joined  with  Shirley ; 
but  as  Knowles  was  part  of  the  time  at  Louif- 
bourg,  moil  of  the  concern  devolved  on  Shir- 
ley alone. 

Beiide  the  danger  of  lofing  Nova-Scotia 
and  Gape-Breton,  there  were  other  reafons  for 
undertaking  this  expedition.  The  Indians, 

fpeec? 8     inftigated  by  the  Governor  of  Canada,  were 

June  28.  ravaging  the  frontiers,  deftroying  the  fields 
and  cattle,  burning  houfes  and  mills,  killing 
and  carrying  away  the  inhabitants.  Though 
fcouts  and  garrifons  were  maintained  by  the 
governments  ;  yet  to  act  altogether  on  the 
defenfive,  was  thought  to  be  not  only  an  in- 
effectual, but  a  difgraceful  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  war  ;  efpecially  after  the  fuccefs  which 
had  attended  the  arms  of  the  Colonifts  in 
their  attempt  againil  Louifbourg.  The 
continuance  of  fuch  a  mode  of  defence,  would 
neither  difpirit  the  enemy,  nor  fecure  the 
frontiers  from  their  depredations. 

The  defign  was  pleaiing,  and  the  Colonies 
readily  furnifhed  their  quotas  of  men.  In. 
New-Hampfhire,  the  fame  difficulty  occurred 
as  on  occafion  of  the  Louifbourg  expedition. 
The  Governor  had  no  authority  to  confent 

Shirley's  to  the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit,  but  Shirley 
removed  that  obftacle,  by  f  uggefting  to  him. 
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that  as  the  miniilry  did  not  difapprove  what  1746. 
he  had  done  before,  fo  there  was  no  reafon  to 
fear  it  now  ;  and  that  the  importance  of  the 
fervice,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  would 
juftify  his  conduct.  The  demand  at  firft, 
was  for  levy  money  and  victualing.  The 
arms  and  pay  of -the  troops  were  to  be  furn- 
iflied  by  the  Crown  ;  but  it  was  afterward 
found  neceffary  that  the  feveral  govern- 
ments ihould  provide  clothing,  tranfports 
and  ftores,  and  depend  on  a  reimburfement 
from  the  Britiih  Parliament. 

The  AlTembly  was  immediately  convened, 
and  voted  an  encouragement  for  inlifling  a  1™** 
thoufand  men,  or  more,  if  they  could  be 
raifed  ;  with  a  bounty  of  thirty  pounds  cur- 
rency, and  a  blanket  to  each  man,  befides 
•keeping  two  armed  veffels  in  pay.  Co-1.  At-  Atfeinfon> 
kinfonwas  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Ms  Ict"rtt 
troops.  Eight  hundred  men  were  inlifted  and 
ready  for  embarkation  by  the  beginning  of 
July.  Tranfports  and  pro  vifions  were  prepar- 
ed, and  the  men  waited,  impatiently,  all  fum- 
mer  for  employment.  Neither  the  General 
nor  any  orders  arrived  from  England  ;  the 
fleet,  which  was  faid  to  be  deftined  for  the 
expedition,  failed  feven  times  from  Spirhead, 
and  as  often  returned.  Two  regiments,  only, 
were  fent  from  Gibraltar,  to  Louifbourg,  to 
relieve  the  New-England  men,  who  had  gar- 
rifoned  it  fince  the  conqueft.  It  is  much  ea- 
lier  to  write  the  hiilory  of  an  active  cam- 
paign, than  to  trace  the  caufes  of  inaction 
and  difappointment  ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to 
fupply  the  place  of  facts  by  conjecture.* 

*  '  The  laft  war  was  ruinous  in  the  cxrer  fe.  and  unfuccefsful  in  th« 
*  end,  for  want  of  confukrat;on,  and  a  re;.fonable  plan  at  the  begin- 
1  ning.'  Boddingtcn'*  Diary.  May  37,  17.55.  Page  239- 
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1746.  Iii  this  time  of  fufpenfe,  Sir  Peter  War- 
ren, and  Sir  William  Pepperell,  having  ar- 
rived at  Bofton,from  Louifbourg,  Shirley  had 
an  opportunity  of  confulting  them,  a  ad  fuch 
other  gentlemen  as  he  thought  proper,  on  the 

Shirley**  ^  affair  of  the  Canada  expedition.  The  fea- 
fon  was  fo  far  advanced,  £hat  a  fleet  could 
35.  hardly  be  expected  from  England  ;  or  if  it 
fhould  arrive,  it  would  be  too  late  to  attempt 
the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 
But,  as  a  fufEcient  body  of  the  troops  might  be 
aflembled  at  Albany,  it  was  judged  prudent 
to  employ  them  in,  an  attempt  againft  the 
French  fort  at  Crown  Point.  At  the  fame 
time,  Clinton,  Governor  of  New- York,  foli- 
cited  and  obtained  the  friendly  afliftance  of 
the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  on  the  borders  of 
his  Province.  It  was  thought,  that  if  this 
attempt  fhould  be  made,  the  alliance  with 
thefe  Indians  would  be  ftrengthened  and  fe- 
cured  ;  and  the  frontiers  would  be  relieved 
from  the  horrors  of  defolation  and  captivity, 
to  which  they  were  continually  expofed.  In 
purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  forces  of  New- 
letter  Hampfhire  were  ordered  to  hold  themfelves 
in  readinefs,  to  march  to  Albany;  but,  it 

sept.  i.  being  difcovered  that  the  fmall-pox  was 
there,  the  rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Sara- 
toga and  the  adjacent  villages. 

No  fooner  was  this  plan  refolved  on,  and 
preparations  made  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion, than  accounts  were  received  of  danger 

Shirley's  which  threatened  Annapolis,  from  a  body  of 
French  and  Indians  at  Minas,  and  the  prob- 
able  revolt  of  the  Acadians.  It  was  thought 
that  Nova-Scotia  would  be  loft,  if  fome 
powerful  fuccour  were  not  fent  thither.  Or- 
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clers  were  accordingly  iffued,  for  the  troops  1746. 
of  Maflachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland  and  New- 
Hampfliire,  to  embark  for  that  place,  and 
*  drive  the  enemy  out  of  Nova-Scotia.'  But, 
within  a  few  days  more,  the  whole  country 
was  alarmed,  and  thrown  into  the  utmoft Sept> 
condensation,  by  reports  of  the  arrival  of  a 
large  fleet  and  army  from  France,  at  Nova- 
Scotia,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke 
D'Anville.  It  was  fuppofed  that  their  objedl 
was  to  recover  Louifbourg  ;  to  take  Anna- 
polis ;  to  break  up  the  fettlements  on  the 
eaftern  coaft  of  Maflachufetts  ;  and  to  dif- 
trefs,  if  not  attempt  the  conquefl  of  the  whole 
country  of  New-England.  On  this  occafion, 
the  troops  deilined  for  Canada  found  furE- 
cient  employment  at  home,  and  the  militia 
was  collected  to  join  them  ;  the  old  forts  on 
the  fea  coafl  were  repaired,  and  new  ones 
were  erected.  A  new  battery,  confifting  of 
fixteen  guns,  of  thirty-two  and  twenty-four 
pounds  fhot,  was  added  to  fort  William  and 
Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour; 
and  another,  of  nine  thirty-two  pounders, 
was  placed  at  the  point  of  Little  Harbour. 
Thefe  works  were  fuppofed  to  be  fufficient 
to  prevent  a  furprifal.  Military  guards  were 
appointed  ;  and  in  this  ftate  of  fear  and  anx- 
iety, the  people  were  kept  for  fix  weeks,  when 
fome  prisoners,  who  had  been  releafed  by  the 
French,  brought  the  mofl  affedling  accounts 
of  the  diftrefs  and  confufion  on  board  the 
fleet.  It  was  expected,  by  the  people  in  New- 
England,  that  an  Englilh  fleet  would  have 
followed  them  to  America.  This  expectation 
was  grounded  on  forne  letters  from  England, 
which  Shirley  had  received  and  which  he 
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1746.  forwarded  by  exprefs  to  Admiral  Townfend, 
at  Louifbourg.  The  letters  were  intercepted 
by  a  French  cruifer,  and  carried  into  Chebuc- 
to,  where  the  fleet  lay.  They  were  opened 
in  a  Council  of  War,  and  caufed  a  divifion 
among  the  officers  ;  which,  added  to  the 
fickly  condition  of  the  men,  and  the  dam- 
age which  the  fleet  had  fuftained  by  florms, 
and  their  lofs  by  fhipwrecks,  cieje&ed  their 
commander  to  that  degree,  that  he  put  an  end 
to  his  life  by  poifon  ;  and  the  fecoud  in 
command  fell  on  his  fword.  Thefe  melan- 
choly events,  difconcerted  their  firft  plan. 
They  thsn  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Annapolis  ;  but  when  they  had  failed  from 
Chebudlo,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  violent 
tempeft,  off*  Cape  Sable  ;  and  thofe  fliips 
which  efcaped  deftrudlion,  returned  iingly  to 
France.  Never  was  the  hand  of  divine  Prov- 
idence more  vifible,  than  on  this  occafion. 
Never  was  a  difappointment  more  fevere,  on 
the  fide  of  the  enemy  ;  nor  a  deliverance 
more  complete,  without  human  help,  in  fa- 
vor of  this  country. 

Nova-Scotia  was  not  yet  out  of  danger. 
The  French  and  Indians,  who,  during  the 
ftay  of  the  fleet  at  Chebuc"lo,  had  appeared, 
before  Annapolis,  but  on  their  departure  re- 
tired, were  ftill  in  the  peninfula ;  and  it 
was  thought  ncceffary  to  diflodge  them. 
For  this  purpofe  Shirley  fent  a  body  of  the 
MaiTachufetts  forces,  and  prefTed  the  Gover- 
nors of  Rhode-Ifland  and  New-Hampfhire  to 

Nav.xo.  fen(|  part  Of  theirs.  Thofe  from  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  one  tranfport  from  Bofton,  were 
wrecked  on  the  pafTage.  The  armed  veflels 
of  New-Hampfhire,  with  two  hundred  men, 
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went  to  Annapolis  ;  but  the  commander  of    1746. 
one  of  them,  inilead  of  landing    his   men, 
failed  acrofs  the  Bay  of  Funda,  into  St.  John's  Dcc  ,3t 
river  ;  where,  meeting  with  a  French  fnow,  ^Srl'£t8er9 
and    miflaking  her  for  one   of  the  Rhode-  &  affidavits 
Ifland    tranfports,  he  imprudently   fent  his  ofthccrew- 
boat  with  eight  men  on  board,  who  were 
made  prifoners,  and  the  fnow  efcaped.    The 
floop,  inilead  of  returning  to  Annapolis,came 
back  to  Portfmouth.     Thefe  misfortunes  and 
difappointments  had  very  ferious   ill  confe- 
quences.     The    MafTachufetts    forces,   who    1747, 
were  at  Nova-Scotia,  being  inferior  in  num- 
ber to  the  French,  and  deceived  by  falfe  in- 
telligence, were  furprifed  in  the  midfl  of  a 
fnow  ilorm  at  Minas  ;  and  after  an  obflinate 
refiflance,  were  obliged  to  capitulate.   Their 
commander,   Col.  Arthur  Noble,  and  about 
fixty  men,  were  killed,  and  fifty  were  wound- 
ed.     The  enemy  being  provided  with  fnow- 
fhoes,  made  forced  marches  ;  and  ours  being 
deflitute  of  them  were  unable  to  efcape. 

When  the  alarm  occafioned  by  the  French 
fleet  had  fubfided,  Atkirifon's  regiment 
marched  into  the  country  to  cover  the  lower 
part  of  the  frontiers,  and  encamped  near  the 
Ihore  of  Winipifeogee  lake  ;  where  they  paff- 
ed  the  winter  and  built  a  flight  fort.  They 
were  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions,  and 
had  but  little  exercife  or  difcipline.  Courts 
martial  were  not  inftituted,  nor  offences 
punifhed.  The  officers  and  men  were  tired 
of  the  fervice  ;  but  were  not  permitted  to  en- 
ter on  any  other  bufinefs,  left  orders  mould 
arrive  from  England.  Some  were  employed 
in  fcouting  ;  fome  in  hunting  or  fiihing, 
and  fome  deferted. 
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1747.         Shirley  was  fo  intent  on  attacking  Crown 
shiric  '8     P°int  tnat  he  even  propofed  to  march  thither 
MS  letter*,  in  the  winter,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  draw  the 
Affembly  of  Maffachufetts  into  an  approba- 
tion of  this  project.     He  enlarged   his  plan, 
by  propofing  that  the  New-Hampfliire  troops 
fliould  at  the   fame  time   go,  by  the  way  of 
Connecticut  river,  to  the  Indian  village  of  St. 
Francis,  at  the  diflance  of  two  hundred  miles, 
and  deftroy  it  ;  while  the  troops  from  Maf- 
fachufetts,Connecl:icut  and  New-York,fhould 
go  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Crown  Point. 
The  Governor   of  New- York  would    have 
confented  to  this  wild  projection,  on  account 
of  the  Indian  allies,  who  were  impatient  for 
MS  copy    war  ;  but  it  was  happily  fruftrated,  by  the 
«fctu°n  Re-  prudence  of  the  Connecticut  Affembly  ;  who 
col™.       deemed  the  winter  an  improper  feafon  for  fo 
great  an  undertaking,  and  deferred  their  af- 
Sftance  till  the  enfuing  fpring.     At  the  fame 
time  the  fmall  pox  prevailed  in  the  fettlements 
above  Albany,  through  which  the  forces  muft 
have    marched  ;    and  that    diftemper    was 
then  an  object  of  much  greater  dread,  than 
the    fforms    of   winter,  or   the  face    of  an 
enemy. 

To  finifli  what  relates  to  the  Canada  forces, 
it  can  only  be  faid,  that  excepting  fome  who 
were  employed  on  the  frontiers,  they  were 
kept  in  a  (late  of  military  indolence,  till  the 
o<a.  1747,  autumn  of  the  enfuing  year  ;  when  by  order 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  they  were  dif- 
barided,  and  paid  at  the  fame  rate  as  the 
King's  troops.  The  Governors  drew  bills  on 
the  Britifh  treafury  ;  which  were  negociated 
among  the  merchants  at  feven  and  eight  hun- 
per-  cent,  and  the  Parliament  granted 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  18& 

money,  to  reimburfe  the  charges  of  the  equip-    1 747. 
ment  and  fubfiftence  of  thefe  forces. 

The  ftate  of  the  frontiers  now  demands  our 
attention.  By  the  extenfion  of  the  bounda-  1745. 
ries  of  the  Province,  feveral  fettlements  which 
had  been  made  by  the  people  of  MaiTachu- 
fetts,  and  under  the  authority  of  grants  from 
their  General  Court,  had  fallen  within  New- 
Hampfhire.  In  one  of  them  flood  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Connecticut  river, 
and  within  the  lately  extended  line  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  This  fort  had  been  erected  and 
maintained,  at  the  expenfe  of  MalTachufetts  ; 
but  when  it  was  found  to  be  within  New- 
Hampfhire,  the  Governor  was  inflrucled  by 
the  Crown  to  recommend  to  the  AlTembly, 
the  future  maintenance  of  it.  In  the  fame 
AfTembly,  which  had  fb  zealoufly  entered 
upon  the  expedition  againft  Cape  Breton,  this 
matter  was  introduced ;  but  a  confiderable  journal, 
majority  of  the  lower  Houfe  declined  mak-  May  3" 
hi  j  any  grant  for  this  purpofe,  and  adduced 
the  following  reafons,  viz.  That  the  fort 
was  fifty  miles  diftant  from  any  tov^ns  which 
had  been  fettled  by  the  government  or  people 
of  New-Harnpihire  ;  that  the  people  had  no 
right  to  the  lands  which,  by  the  dividing  line, 
had  fallen  within  New-Hampfhire  ;  notwith-- 
(landing  the  plaufible  arguments  which  had 
been  ufed  to  induce  them  to  bear  the  expenfe 
of  the  line  ;  namely,  that  the  land  would  be 
given  to  them  or  elfe  would  be  fold  to  pay 
that  expenfe  ;  that  the  charge  of  maintaining 
that  fort,  at  fo  great  a  diflance,  and  to  which 
there  was  no  communication  by  roads,  would 
exceed  what  had  been  the  whole  expenfe  of 
government  before  the  line  was  eftablifhed  $ 
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1745.  that  the  great  load  of  debt  contracted  on  that 
account,  and  the  yearly  fupport  of  govern^ 
ment,  with  the  unavoidable  expenfes  of  the 
war,  were  as  much  as  the  people  could  bear  ; 
that  if  they  mould  take  upon  them  to  main- 
tain this  fort,  there  was  another  much  better 
and  more  convenient  fort  at  a  place  called 
Number- four^  beiides  feveral  other  fettle- 
ments,  which  they  mould  alfo  be  obliged  to 
defend ;  and  finally  that  there  was  no  dan- 
ger that  thefe  forts  would  want  fupport,  fince 
it  was  the  intereft  of  Maffachufetts,  by  whom 
they  were  erected,  to  maintain  them  as  a 
cover  to  their  frontier. 

When  thefe  reafons  were  given,  the  Gov- 
ernor diffblved  the  Affembly  and  called  an- 
other, to  whom  he  recommended  the  fame 
meafure  in  the  mod  preffing  terms  ;  telling 
them,  *  that  it  was  of  the  lall  confequence  to 
c  the  prefent  and  future  profperity  of  the  gov- 
c  eminent ;  that  their  refufal  would  leffen 
<  them  in  the.efbeem  of  the  King  and  his  min- 

*  iflers,  and  flrip  the  children  yet  unborn  of 

*  their  natural  right ;  and  deprive  their  breth- 
c  ren  who    were  then  hazarding  their    lives 

*  before  the  walls  of  Louifbourg  of  their  juil 

*  expectations,  which  were  to  fit  down  on  that 
c  valuable  part  of  the  Province.'     But  his  elo- 
quence had  no  effect.     They  thought  it  un- 
juft  to  burden  their  Conftituents  with  an  ex- 
penfe  which  could  yield  them  no  profit,  and 
afford  them  no  protection. 

When  it  was  determined,  that  New-Ham  p- 
fliire  would  make  no  proviiion  for  fort  Dum- 
mer,  the  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts  continu- 
ed its  ufual  fupport,  and  alfo  provided  for 
the  other  pofts  on  Connecticut  river  and  its 
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branches,  which  were  within  the  limits  of  1745. 
New-Hampfhire.  They  afterwards  petition- 
ed the  King,  to  deduct  that  charge  out  of  the 
reimbursement,  which  the  Parliament  had 
granted  to  New-Hampihire,  for  the  Canada 
expedition  ;  but  in  this  they  were  defeated, 
by  the  vigilance  and  addrefs  of  Thomlinfon, 
the  agent  of  New-Hampihire. 

Moil  of  the  frontier  towns  of  New- 
Hainpihire,  at  that  time,  were  diftinguiftied 
by  no  other  than  by  Indian  or  temporary 
names.  It  may  be  convenient  to  compare 
them  with  their  prefent  names.  On  Con- 
necticut river,  and  its  eaftern  branches,  were 


Number-four, 
Great  Meadow, 
Great  Fall, 
Fort  Dummer, 
Upper  A4huelot& 
Lower  Aihuelot, 


which 
y  are  now 
tailed 


"  Charleftown, 

Weftmoreland, 

Wai  pole, 

Hinfdale, 

Keene  and 
_  Swanfey. 


On  Merrimack  river  and  its  branches,  were 


Penacook, 
Suncook, 
Contoocook, 
New-Hopkiiiton, 
Souhegan  eail  & 
Souhcgan  weft, 


.•hich 


>  are  now. 
called 


'  Concord, 
Pembroke, 
Bofcawen, 
Hopkinton, 
Merrimack  and 
Amherft. 

On  Pafcataqua  river,  and  its  branches,  were 
the  townihips  of  Nottingham,  Barrington 
and  Rochefler. 

Befides  the  forts  which  were  maintained 
at  the  public  expenfe,  there  were  private 
houfes  enclofed  with  ramparts,  or  palifades 
of  timber  ;  to  which  the  people  who  remain- 
ed on  the  frontiers  retired  ;  thefe  private 
garrifoned  houfes  were  diftinguiftied  by  the 
names  of  the  owners.  The  danger  to  which 
Z 
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1745.  theie  di'ftrefled  people  were  conflantly  ex- 
pofed,  did  not  permit  them  ta cultivate  their 
lands  to  any  advantage.  They  were  fre- 
quently alarmed  when  at  labor  in  their  fields, 
and  obliged  either  to  repel  an  attack,  or  make 
a  retreat.  Their  crops  were  often  injured, 
and  fometimes  deftroyed,  either  by  their  cat- 
tle getting  into  the  fields  where  the  enemy 
had  broken  the  fences,  or  becaufe  they  were 
afraid  to  venture  out,  to  collect  and  iecure 
the  harvefl.  Their  cattle  and  horfes  were 
frequently  killed  by  the  enemy  ;  who  cut 
the  flefh  from  the  bones,  and  took  out  the 
tongues,  which  they  preferved  for  food,  by 
drying  in  fmoke.  Sometimes  they  were 
afraid  even  to  milk  their  cows  ;  though  they 
kept  them  in  paflures  as  near  as  poffible  to 
the  fortSi  When  they  went  abroad,  they 
were  always  armed  ;  but  frequently  they 
were  fliut  up  for  weeks  together  in  a  (late  of 
inactivity. 

The  hiftory  of  a  war  on  the  frontiers  can 
be  little  elfe  than  a  recital  of  the  exploits y 
the  fufFerings,  the  efcapes  and  deliverances  of 
individuals,  of  fmgle  families  or  fmall  par- 
ly  /•  ties.  The  fir  ft  appearance  of  the  enemy  on 
tne  weftern  frontier  was  at  the  Great  Mea- 
dow,  fixteen  miles  above  fort  Dummer. 
Two  Indians  took  William  Phips,  as  he  was 
hoeing  his  corn.  When  they  had  carried 
him  half  a  mile,  one  of  them  went  down  a 
fleep  hill  to  fetch  fomething  which  had  been 
left.  In  his  abfence,  Phips,  with  his  own 
hoe,  knocked  down  the  Indian  who  was  with 
him  ;  then  ieizing  his  gun,  mot  the  other  as 
he  afcended  the  hill.  Unfortunately,  meet- 
ing with  three  others  of  the  fame  party>they 
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killed  him.     The  Indian  whom  he  knocked    1745. 
down  died  of  his  wound.     The  fame  week  , } 
they  killed  Jofiah  Fifher  of  upper  Afhuelot. 

No  other  damage  was  done  for  three 
months  ;  when  a  party  of  twelve  Indians  ap- 
proached  the  fort  at  Great  Meadow,  and 
took  Nehemiah  How,  who  was  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  the  fort,  cutting  wood.  The 
fort  was  alarmed,  and  one  Indian  was  killed 
by  a  (hot  from  the  rampart  ;  but  no  attempt 
was  made  to  refcue  the  prifoner.  As  they 
were  leading  him  away,  by  the  fide  of  the 
river,  they  efpied  a  canoe  coming  down, with 
two  men,  at  whom  they  fired,  and  killed 
David  Rugg  ;  but  Robert  Baker  got  to  the 
oppofite  fhore  and  efcaped.  Proceeding  far- 
ther, they  met  three  other  men,  who,  by 
ikulking  under  the  bank,  got  fafe  to  the 
fort.  One  of  them  was  Caleb  How,  the 
prifoner*  s  fon.  When  they  came  oppofite 
to  Number-four,  they  made  their  captive 
write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  bark,  and  left 
it  there.  Having  travelled  feven  days  weft- 
ward,  they  came  to  a  lake,  where  they  found 
five  canoes,  with  corn,  pork  and  tobacco. 
In  thefe  canoes  they  embarked  ;  and  ha- 
ving ftuck  the  fcalp  of  David  Rugg  on  a 
pole,  proceeded  to  the  fort  at  Crown-Point ; 
where  How  received  humane  treatment  from 
the  French.  He  was  then  carried  down  to 
Quebec,  where  he  died  in  prifbn.  He  was 
a  ufeful  man,  greatly  lamented  by  his 
friends  and  fellow  captives. 

The  next  fpring,  a  party  of  Indian*  ap- 
peared  at  Number-four,  where  they  took 
John  Spafford,  Ifaac  Parker  and  Stephen 
Farnfworth,  as  they  were  driving  a  team,  memoii* 
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1746.  Their  cattle  were  found  dead,  with  their 
tongues  cut  out.  The  men  were  carried  to 
Canada,  and,  after  fome  time,  returned  to 
Bofton,  in  a  flag  of  truce. 

Within  a  few  days,  a  large  party,  confifl- 

April  23       .  crc         ,    .  ,          / ,  T      i 

ing  or  fifty,  laid  a  plan  to  f urprile  the  fort,  at 
Upper  Afhuelot.  They  hid  themfelves  in  a 
fwamp,  in  the  evening  ;  intending  to  wait 
till  the  men  had  gone  out  to  their  work,  in 
the  morning,  and  then  rum  in.  Ephraim 
Dorman,  who  was  abroad  very  early,  difcov- 
memo!™,  k  ered  them  and  gave  the  alarm.  He  bravely 
MS  imer  defended  himfelf  agaiaft  two  Indians,  and 
flripped  one  of  his  blanket  and  gun,  which 
he  carried  into  the  fort.  John  Bullard,  and 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Me  Kenny  were  killed. 
Nathan  Blake  was  taken  and  carried  to  Cana- 
da, where  he  remained  two  years.  They 
burned  feveral  houfes  and  barns  ;  and  from 
the  human  bones  found  among  the  afhes,  it 
was  thought  that  fome  of  the  enemy  fell  and 
were  concealed  in  the  flames. 

About  the  fame  time,  a  party  came  down 
to  New-Hopkinton,  where  they  entered  a  gar- 
Apriu?.    rifoned  houfe,  and  found  the  people  afleep; 
the  door  having  been  left  open  by  one  who 
r-rve^nT  had  rifen  early  and  gone  out  to  hunt.    Eight 
Durum    per fons  were  thus  taken  ;    Samuel  Burbank 
and  his  two    fons,    David    Woodwell,    his 
poft  Boy.    wife,  two  fons,  and  a  daughter.     Burbank 
and  the  wife  of  Woodwell,  died  in  captivity. 
Woodwell  and  three  of  the  children  return- 
ed in  a  flag  of  truce  to  Bofton. 
Ma   a  The  enemy  were  fcattered  in  fmall  parties, 

on  all  the  frontiers.  At  Number-four, fome 
Dooiittie's  women  went  out  to  milk  their  cows,  with 
nmauve.  Major  Jofiah  Willard,  and  feveral  foldiers. 
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for  their  guard  :  Eight  Indians  who  were  1746. 
concealed  in  a  barn,  fired  on  them,  and  kill- 
ed Seth  Putnam  ;  as  they  were  fcalping  him, 
Willard  and  two  more  fired  on  them,  and 
mortally  wounded  two,  whom  their  compan- 
ions carried  off. 

At  Contoocook,  five  white  men  and  a  ne-  May  4< 
gro  were  fired  at.     Eliflia  Cook  and  the  ne-  Norton's  & 
gro  were  killed.     Thomas  Jones  was  taken,  r«ivu».  ai 
and  died  in  Canada. 

At  lower  Afhuelot,  they  took  Timothy  May  6 
Brown  and  Robert  Moffat,  who  were  car- 
ried to  Canada  and  returned.  At  the  fame 
time  a  party  lay  about  the  fort  at  Upper  Afh- 
uelot. As  one  of  them  knocked  at  the  gate 
in  the  night,  the  centinel  fired  through  the 
gate  and  gave  him  a  mortal  wound. 

The  danger  thus  increafing,  a  reinforce-  May  ^ 
ment  was  fent  by  the  Maffachufetts  AflTem- 
bly,  to  thefe  diftreffed  towns.  Capt.  Paine, 
with  a  troop,  came  to  Number-four  ;  and 
about  twenty  of  his  men,  going  to  view  the 
place  where  Putnam  was  killed,  fell  into  an 
ambufh.  The  enemy  rofe  and  fired,  and 
then  endeavored  to  cut  ofF  their  retreat. 
Capt.  Phinehas  Stevens,  with  a  party,  rufhed 
out  to  their  relief:  A  fkirmim  enfued  ;  in 
which  five  men  were  killed  on  each  fide,  and 
one  of  ours  was  taken.  The  Indians  left 
fome  of  their  guns  and  blankets  behind-  June  i$. 

In  about  a  month  after  this,  another  en- 
gagement   happened    at     the    fame     place. 
As  Capt.  Stevens  and  Capt.  Brown  were  going 
into  the  meadow,  to  look  for  their  horfes,  the  Doo-itt!e', 
dogs  difcovered  an    ambufh,  which  put  the  narrative. 
men  into  a  poflure  for  adlion,  and  gave  them  Bodon 
the  advantage  of  the  firft  fire.     After  a  fharp  ^a™'2 
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encounter,  the  enemy  were  driven  into  a 
fwamp,  drawing  away  feveral  of  their  dead. 
In  this  adtion  one  man  only  was  loft.  Seve- 
ral blankets,  hatchets,  fpears,  guns  and  other 
things,  were  left  on  the  ground,  which  were 
fold  for  forty  pounds  old  tenor.  This  was 
reckoned  '  a  great  booty  from  fuch  beggarly 


*  enemies.' 


At  Bridgman's  fort,  near  fort  Dummer, 
William  Robins  and  James  Baker  were  kill- 
ed in  a  meadow.  Daniel  How  and  John 
Beeman  were  taken.  How  killed  one  of  the 
Indians  before  he  was  taken. 

j»Jy  3.  When  the  people  wanted  bread  they  were- 
obliged  to  go  to  the  mills,  with  a  guard, 
every  place  being  full  of  danger.  A  party 
who  went  to  Hinfdale's  mill,  with  Colonel 
Willard  at  their  head,  in  fearching  round  the 
mill,  clifcovered  an  ambufh.  The  enemy 
were  put  to  flight  with  the  lofs  of  their 
packs. 

*«2-  3-  At  Number-four,  one  Phillips  was  killed  ; 
and  as  fome  of  the  people  were  bringing 
him  into  the  fort,  they  were  fired  upon  ; 
but  none  were  hurt.  Having  burned  fome 
buildings,  and  killed  fome  cattle,  the  enemy 
went  and  ambufhed  the  road  near  Winchei- 

Aug.  6.     ter,  where  they  killed  Jofeph  Rawfon. 

Whilfl  the  upper  fettlements  were  thus  fuf- 
fering,  the  lower  towns  did  not  efcape.  A 
party  of  Indians  came  down  to  Rochefter, 

June  27.     within  twenty  miles  of  Portfmouth.     Five 

Haver.  s     men  were   at  work  in  a    field,  having  their 

MS-  letter.  .  ' p  _ 

arms  at  hand.  The  Indians  concealed  tnem- 
felves  ;  one  of  them  fired,  with  a  view  to  in- 
duce the  men  to  difcharge  their  pieces,  which 
they  did.  The  enemy  then  ruflied  upon 
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them  before  they  could  load  again.  They  1746* 
retreated  to  a  final  1  defer  ted  houfe  and  fat- 
tened the  door.  The  Indians  tore  off  the 
roof,  and  with  their  guns  and  tomahawks 
difpatched  Jofeph  Heard,  Jofeph  Richards,. 
John  Wentworth  and  Gerfham  Downs.  They 
wounded  and  took  John  Richards  ;  and  then 
crofling  over  to  another  road,  came  upon 
fome  men  who  were  at  work  in  a  field,  all  of 
whom  efcaped  ;  but  they  took  Jonathan  Door, 
a  boy,  as  he  was  fitting  on  a  fence.  Richards 
was  kindly  ufed,  his  wounds  were  healed,  and 
after  eighteen  months  he  was  fent  to  Bofton 
in  a  flag  of  truce.  Door  lived  with  the  Indians 
and  acquired  their  manners  and  habits  ;  but, 
after  the  conqued  of  Canada,  returned  to  his 
native  place. 

Soon  after  this,  another  man  was  killed  at  Aug  $ 
Rochefler.  Two  men  were  furprifed  and 
taken  at  Contoocook ;  and  a  large  party  of 
Indians  lay  in  Ambufh  at  Penacook,  with  an 
intention  to  attack  the  people,  while  afTembled 
for  public  worfhip  ;  but  feeing  them  go  arm- 
ed to  their  devotions,  they  waited  till  the  next 
morning,  when  they  killed  five  and  took  two. 

In  thefe  irritating  ikirmiflies  the  fummer 
was  fpent  >    till  a  large  body  of  French  and  Aus- *<*- 
Indians  attacked  Fort  MaiTachufetts,  at  Hoo-  Norton.8 
fuck.     This  fort  was  loft  for  want  of  ammu-  iwrMiiv*. 
nition  to  defend  it.     After  this  fuccefs,  the 
enemy  remained  quiet  during  the  reft  of  the 
fummer. 

The  profpecl  of  an  expedition  to  Canada 
had  induced  many  of  the  foldiers  who  were 
pofted  on  the  frontiers  to  inlift  into  the  regi- 
ments, becaufe  they  preferred  adlive  fervice 
to  the  dull  routine  of  a  garrifon.  The  de~ 
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174-6.  fence  of  the  weflern  pofls  was  not  only  haz- 
ardous, but  ineffectual ;  and  fome  perfons  in 
the  north-weftern  part  of  Maffachufetts 
thought  it  inexpedient,  to  be  at  the  charge  of 
defending  a  territory,  which  was  out  of  their 

November,  jurifcliction.  Their  petitions  prevailed  with 
the  Aflembly,  to  withdraw  their  troops  from 
the  weilern  parts  of  New-Hampfliire.  The 
inhabitants  were  then  obliged  to  quit  their 
eilates.  They  depofited  in  the  earth,  fiich 
furniture  and  utenfils  as  could  be  faved  by 
that  means  ;  they  carried  off  on  horfeback 
fuch  as  were  portable  ;  and  the  remainder, 
with  their  buildings,  was  left  as  a  prey  to 
the  enemy,  who  came  and  deftroyed  or  car- 

snmner's    Y'ie(^  awav  what  they  pleafed.     Four  families, 

&  oicott'8  who  remained  in  Shattuck's  fort  (Hinfdale) 
f*  defended  it  againft  a  party  of  Indians,  who 
attempted  to  burn  it.  Six  men  only  were  left 
in  the  fort  at  Number-four,  who,  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter  deferted  it ;  and  it  was  wholly 
dellitute  for  two  months.  In  this  time  fome 
gentlemen,  who  underftood  the  true  intereft 
of  the  country,  prevailed  on  the  AfTembly  of 
Maffachufetts,  to  refume  the  protection  of 
thofe  deferted  places  ;  and  to  employ  a  fufE- 
ciency  of  men,  not  only  to  garrifon  them,  but 
to  range  the  woods  and  watch  the  motions 

,>..w     of  the  enemy. 

In  the  latter  end  of  March,  Captain  Phine- 
has  Stevens,  who  commanded  a  ranging  com- 
pany of  thirty  men,  came  to  Number-four; 
and  finding  the  fort  entire,  determined  to 
keep  poffemon  of  it.  He  had  not  been  there 

April  4-  many  days,  when  he  was  attacked  by  a  very 
large  party  of  French  and  Indians,  command- 
ed by  M.  Debeline.  The  dogs,  by  their  bark- 
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ing,  diicovered  that  the  enemy  were  near  ;  1747. 
which  caufed  the  gate  to  be  kept  {hut,  beyond 
the  ufual  time.  One  man  went  out  to  make 
difcovery  and  was  fired  on  ;  but  returned  B(fton  £* 
with  a  flight  wound  only.  The  enemy,  find-  poft" 
ing  that  they  were  diicovered,  arofe  from  *7' 
their  concealment  and  fired  at  the  fort  on  all 
fides.  The  wind  being  high,  they  fet  fire  to 
the  fences  and  log-houfes,  till  the  fort  was 
furrounded  by  flames.  Captain  Stevens 
took  the  mod  prudent  meafures  for  his  fe- 
curity  ;  keeping  every  vefTel  full  of  water 
and  digging  trenches  under  the  walls  in  fev- 
eral  places  ;  fo  that  a  man  might  creep 
through,  and  extinguish  any  fire, which  might 
catch  on  the  outfide  of  the  walls.  The  fire 
of  the  fences  did  not  reach  the  fort ;  nor  did 
•  the  flaming  arrows  which  they  inceflantly 
{hot  againft  it  take  effect.  Having  continued 
this  mode  of  attack  for  two  days,  accompa- 
nied with  hideous  fhouts  and  yejls  ;  they 
prepared  a  wheel  carriage,  loaded  with  dry 
faggots,  to  be  pufhed  before  them,  that  they 
might  fet  fire  to  the  fort.  Before  they  pro- 
ceeded to  this  operation,  they  demanded  a 
reflation  of  arms  till  the  fun-rifing,  which 
was  granted.  In  the  morning  Debeline  came 
up  with  fifty  men,  and  a  flag  of  truce  which 
he  fluck  in  the  ground.  He  demanded  a 
parley,  which  was  agreed  to.  A  French  offi- 
cer, with  a  foldier  and  an  Indian,  then  ad- 
vanced ;  and  propofed  that  the  garrifoii 
£hould  bind  up  a  quantity  of  provifions  with 
their  blankets,  and  having  laid  down  their 
arms  fhould  be  conducted  prifoners  to  Mon- 
treal. Another  propofal  was  that  the  two 
commanders  fliould  meet,  and  that  an  anfwej: 
A  A 
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1747.  fliould  then  be  given.  Stevens  met  the 
French  commander,  who,  without  waiting 
for  an  anfwer,  began  to  enforce  his  propofal, 
by  threatening  to  florin  the  fort,  and  put 
every  man  to  death,  if  they  fhould  refufe 
his  terms,  and  kill  one  of  his  men,  Ste- 
vens anfwere^  that  he  could  hearken  to  no 
terms  till  tKe  laft  extremity  ;  that  he  was 
intruded  with  the  defence  of  the  fort,  and 
was  determined  to  maintain  it,  till  he  fliould 
be  convinced  that  the  Frenchman  could  per- 
form what  he  had  threatened.  He  added, 
that  it  was  poor  encouragement  to  furrender^ 
if  they  were  all  to  be  put  to  the  fword  for 
killing  one  man,  when  it  was  probable  they 
had  already  killed  mote.  The  Frenchman  re- 
plied, 'Go  and  fee  if  your  men  dare  to  fight  any 
*  longer,  and  give  me  a  quick  anfwer.'  Ste- 
vens returned  and  afked  his  men,  whether 
they  would  fight  or  furrender.  They  unani- 
moufly  determined  to  fight.  This  was  im- 
mediately made  known  to  the  enemy,  who 
renewed  their  fhouting  and  firing  all  that 
day  and  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  third 
day,  they  requefted  another  cefTation  for 
two  hours.  Two  Indians  came  with  a  flag, 
and  propofed,  that  if  Stevens  would  fell  them 
provifions  they  would  withdraw.  He  anf- 
wered,  that  to  fell  them  provifions  for  money 
was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  ;  but 
that  he  would  pay  them  five  bufliels  of  corn 
for  every  captive,  for  whom  they  would  give 
a  hoftage,  till  the  captive  could  be  brought 
from  Canada,  After  this  anfwer,  a  few  guns 
were  fired,  and  the  enemy  were  feen  no 
more. 

In   this    furious    attack   from  a  ftarving 
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enemy,  no  lives  were  loft  in  the  fort,  and  1747- 
two  men  only  were  wounde.cL  No  men  could 
have  behaved  with  more  intrepidity  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  threatening  danger.  .  An  ex- 
prefs  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Bofton, 
and  the  news  was  there  received  with  great 
joy.  Commodore  Sir  Charles  Knowles  was 
fo  highly  pleafed  with  the  conduct  of  Capt. 
Stevens,  that  he  prefented  him  with  a  valu- 
able and  elegant  fword,  as  a  reward  for  his 
bravery.  From  this  circumftance,  the  town- 
fhip,  when  it  was  incorporated,  took  the 
name  of  Charleftown. 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy  kept  hovering, 
and  fometimes  difcovered  themfelves.  Ser- 
geant Phelps  killed  one,  near  the  fort,  and 
efcaped  unhurt,  though  fired  upon  and  pur- 
fued  by  two  others. 

Other  parties  went  farther  down  the  coun- 
try ;  and  at  Rochefter,  they  ambufhed  a  com- 
pany who  were  at  work  in  a  field.  The  am-  Ju°e  7- 
bum  was  difcovered  by  three  lads,  John  and 
George  Place,  and  Paul  Jennens.  The  In- 
dians fired  upon  them.  John  Place  returned 
the  fire  and  wounded  an  Indian.  Jennens 
prefented  his  gun  but  did  not  fire  ;  this  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  rufhing  upon  them, 
till  the  men  from  the  field  came  to  their  re- 
lief and  put  the  Indians  to  flight. 

At  Penacook,  a  party  of  the  enemy  di£-  juiy  2g. 
covered  themfelves  by  firing  at  fome  cattle. 
They  were  purfued  by  fifty  men  ;  and  re- 
treated  with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  leave 
their  packs  and  blankets,  with  other  things 
behind.  One  man  had  his  arm  broken  in 
this  conflict.  About  the  fame  time,  a  man 
was  killed  there,  who  had  juft  returned  from 
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1747.    Cape  Breton,  after  an  abfence  of  two  years. 
Another  was  killed  at  Suncook  ;  and  at  Not- 

^s!k«er.  tingham,  Robert  Beard,  John  Folfom    and 
Elizabeth  Simpfon,  fuffered  the  fame  fate. 

In  the  autumn,  Major  Willard  and  Cap- 
tain Alexander,  wounded  and  took  a  French- 
man, near  Winchefter,  who  was  conduced 
to  Boflon  and  returned  to  Canada.  Soon 
after,  the  enemy  burned  Bridgman's  fort  ; 
(Hinfdale)  and  killed  feveral  perfons,  and 
took  others  from  that  place,  and  from  Num- 
ber-four, in  the  enfuing  winter.  No  purfuit 
could  be  made,  becaufe  the  garrifon  was  not 
provided  with  fnow-fhoes,  though  many 
hundreds  had  been,  paid  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The   next    fpring,    Captain    Stevens    was 

1/48.    again  appointed    to   command  at  Number- 

okott's      four,  with  a  garrifon  of  an  hundred  men  ; 

MS.  leucr.  Capt.  Humphrey  Hobbs  being  fecond  in 
command.  A  fcouting  party  of  eighteen, 

May  25.  was  feiit  out  under  Capt.  Eleazer  Melvin. 
They  difcovered  two  canoes  in  Lake  Cham- 

_  .:  . .     plain,  at   which  they    fired.      The    fort    at 

Doolit  tic's     F  .  .  /  , 

narrative.  Crown  Point  was  alarmed,  and  a  party  came 
out  to  intercept  them.  Melvin  crofted  their 
track,  and  came  back  to  Weft  River  ;  where 
as  his  men  were  diverting  themfelves  by 
fhooting  falmon,  the  Indians  fuddenly  came 
upon  them  and  killed  fix.  The  others  came 
in  at  different  times  to  Fort  Dummer. 

On  a  Sabbath  morning,  at  Rochefter,  the 

May  i.  wife  of  Jonathan  Hodgdon  was  taken  by  the 
Indians,  as  {he  was  going  to  milk  her  cows. 

Haven's ,   She    called  aloud  to  her  hufband.     The  In- 

MS.  letter,  ^ians  Would  have  kept  her  quiet,  but  as  {he 
perfifted  in  calling,  they  killed  her,  appar- 
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ently  contrary  to  their  intentions.  Her  huf-  1748. 
band  heard  her  cries,  and  came  to  her  affift- 
ance,  at  the  inflant  of  her  death.  His  gun 
miffed  fire,  and  he  efcaped.  The  alarm,  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  action,  prevented  greater 
mifchief. 

The  next  month,  they  killed  three  men  be-  June  16... 
longing  to  Hinfdale's  fort,     Nathan  French, 
Jofeph  Richardfon   and    John  Froft.     Seven 
were  taken  ;  one  of  whom,  William   Bick- 
ford,  died  of  his  wounds.     Capt.  Hobbs,  and  June  26 
forty  men,  being  on  a  fcout  near  Well  River, 
were   furprifed  by   a  party  of  Indians,  with 
whom  they  had  a  fmart  encounter,  of  three 
hours  continuance.     Hobbs  left  the  ground, 
having  had  three  men  killed  and  four  wound- 
ed.    The    lame   party   of  the  enemy   killed  .,   I4 
two  men  and  took  nine,  between  fort  Hinf- 
dale  and  fort  Dummer. 

The  cefTation  of  arms  between  the  belli-    1749* 
gerent  powers  did  not  wholly  put  a   ilop   to 
the   incuriions   of  the  enemy  ;  for  after    it 
was  known  here,  and  after  the  ffarrifbn  of  T    - 

o  June  1 7* 

Number-four  was  withdrawn,  excepting  fif- 
teen men,  Obadiah  Sortwell  was  killed,  and  a  oico|t>!i 

r  r   r^  i  •      i   WS.lettctt, 

Ion  or  Capt.  otevens  was  taken  and  carried 
to  Canada  ;  but  he  was  releafed  and  re- 
turned. 

During  this  affecting  fcene  of  devailation 
and  captivity  ;  there  were  no  inftances  of  de- 
liberate murder  nor  torture  exercifed  on  thofe 
who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  ;  and 
even  the  old  cufloni  of  making  them  run  the 
gauntlet  was  in  moil  cafes  omitted.  On  the 
contrary  there  is  an  univerfal  teitimony  from 
the  captives  who  furvived  and  returned,  in 
favor  of  the  humanity  of  their  captors, 
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1749,  When  feeble,they  affifted  them  in  travelling  ; 
and  in  cafes  of  diftrefs  from  want  of  provi- 
lion,  they  fhared  with  them  an  equal  propor- 
tion. A  fingular  inftance  of  moderation 
deferves  remembrance.  An  Indian  had 
furprifed  a  man  at  Afhuelot  ;  the  man 
afked  for  quarter,  and  it  was  granted  : 
Whilft  the  Indian  was  preparing  to  bind  him, 
he  feized  the  Indian's  gun,  and  {hot  him  in 
one  arm.  The  Indian,  however,  fecured 
him ;  but  took  no  other  revenge  than,  with 
a  kick,  to  fay  'You  dog,  how  could  you  treat 
( me  fo  ?'  The  gentleman  from  whom  this 
information  came,  has  frequently  heard  the 
flory  both  from  the  captive  and  the  captor. 
The  latter  related  it  as  an  inflance  of  Englifh 
perfidy  ;  the  former  of  Indian  lenity. 

There  was  a  linking  difference  between  the 
manner  in  which  this  war  was  managed,  on 
the  part  of  the  Englifh  and  on  the  part  of 
the  French.  The  latter  kept  out  imali  par- 
ties continually  engaged  in  killing,  fcalping 
and  taking  prifoners  ;  who  were  fold  in  Can- 
ada and  redeemed  by  their  friends,  at  a  great 
expenfe.  By  this  mode  of  conduct,  the  French 
made  their  enemies  pay  the  whole  charge  of 
their  predatory  excurfions,  befides  reaping  a 
handfome  profit  to  themfelves.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Englifh  attended  only  to  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  leave  them  for  the  moft  part 
infecure.  No  parties  were  fent  to  harrafs 
the  fettlements  of  the  French.  If  the  whole 
country  of  Canada  could  not  be  fubdued, 
nothing  lefs  could  be  attempted.  Men  were 
continually  kept  in  pay,  and  in  expectation 
of  fervice  ;  but  Ipent  their  time  either  in 
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;arriibns,  or   camps,  or  in   guarding  provi-    1749« 
ions  when  fent  to  the  feveral  forts.  Though 
large  rewards   were  promifed  for  fcalps  and 
>rifoners,  fcarcely  any  were  obtained  unlefs 
>y  accident,     A  confufion  of  councils,  and  a 
Lultiplicity    of    directors,  caufed  frequent 
:hanges  of  meafures,  and  delays  in    the  exe- 
rtion of  them.     The  forts  were  ill  fupplied 
with  ammunition,   provisions,  clothing  and    1747 
fnow-flioes.      When  an   alarm  happened,  it 
was  neceflary,  either  to  bake  bread,  or  4fefs 
meat,  or  cafl  bullets,  before  a   purfuit  coiiM 
be  made.     Tlie  French  gave  commiflions  to 
none  but  thofe  who  had  cliflinguiihed  them- 
felves  by  fome  exploit.      Among  us,  perfons 
frequently  obtained    preferment,   for  them- 
felves  or  their  friends,  by  making  their  court 
to  Governors,  and  promoting  favorite  meaf- 
ures in  town  meetings,   or  General   AfTem- 
blies. 

A  community  recovering  from  a  war,  like 
an  individual  recovering  from  ficknefs,  is 
fometimes  in  danger  of  a  relapfe.  This  war 
was  not  decifive,  and  the  cauies  which  kin- 
dled it  were  not  removed.  One  of  its  effects 
was,  that  it  produced  a  clafs  of  men,  who,  hav- 
ing been  for  a  time  releafed  from  laborious 
occupations,  and  devoted  to^the  parade  of  mili- 
tary life,  did  not  readily  liilen  to  the  calls  of 
induftry.  To  fuch  men  peace  was  burden- 
fome,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  they  had  not 
the  advantage  of  half  pay.  The  interval  be- 
tween this  and  the  fucceeding  war  was  not 
long.  The  peace  took  place  in  1749,  and  in 
1754  there  was  a  call  torefumethe  fword. 
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CHAP.  XXL 

Pur  chafe  of  Mafiti's  claim*  Contrcver/y  alout  Reprefantalioit- 
Plan  of  ex  fending  the  fcttlemynts,  Jeahufy  and  refentment  of 
ike  favagcs. 

VV  HILST  the  people  were  contend- 
ing with  an  enemy  abroad,  an  attempt  was 
making  at  home,  to  revive  the  old  claim  of 
Mafon,  which  their  fathers  had  withilood, 
and  which  for  many  years  had  lain  dormant, 
till  recalled  to  view  by  the  politicians  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  as  already  related.  After  Thom- 
linfon  had  engaged  with  Maibn,  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  his  title,  nothing  more  was  heard  of 
it,  till  the  controverfy  refpe6ting  the  lines 
was  finifhed,  and  Wentworth  was  efiablim- 

1744.  ed  in  the  feat  of  government,  and  in   the  of- 
fice of  furveyor  of  the  Woods.       The  agree- 
ment which  Thomlinfon   had  made,  was  in 
behalf  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ;  and  the  inftrument  was  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor,  who  fent  it  to  the 
Houfe   for  their  perufal  and    consideration. 

AiTemhiy  ^  ^ay  on  ^Qir  table  a  long  time,  without  any 
•Records,  formal  notice.  Quickening  meiTages  were  fent 
time  after  time;  but  the  affairs  of  the  war, 
and  Mafon's  abfence  at  fea,  and  in  the  expe- 
dition to  Louifbourg,  where  he  had  a  com- 
pany, together  with  a  disinclination  in  the 
Houfe,  which  was  of  a  different  complexion 
from  that  in  1739,  prevented  any  thing  from 
being  done. 

1745.  ^n  the  mean  time  Mafon  Suffered  a  fine  and 
recovery,  by  which  the  enrail  was  docked,  in 
the  Courts  of  New-Hampihire,aiidhe  became 
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entitled  to  the  privilege  of  felling  his  intereft.    1745. 
He  alfo  pfefented  a  memorial  to  the  AfTem- 
bly,  in  which  he  told  them  that  he  would 
wait  no  longer  ;  and  unlefs  they  would  come    1746. 
to  fome  refolution,  he  mould  take  their  fi- 
lence  as  a  refufal.     Intimations  were  given, 
that  if  they  would  not  ratify  the  agreement, 
a  fale  would  be  made  to  other  perfons,  who 
flood    ready  to    purchafe.     At    length    the 
Houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  *  that  they  would 

*  comply  with  the  agreement,  and  pay  the  Jan.  a9, 
c  price  ;  and  that  the  wafle  lands  mould  be 

c  granted  by  the  General  Ajfembly,  to    the    in- 

*  habitants,    as    they   fhould  think  proper.' 
A  committee  was  appointed  to   treat  with 
Mafon,  about  fulfilling  his   agreement,  and 
to  draw  the  proper  infiruments  of  convey- 
ance ;  but  he  had  on  the  fame  day,  by  deed  jan;  30. 
of  fale,    for    the    fum   of  fifteen    hundred 
pounds  currency,  conveyed  his  whole  intereft 

to  twelve  perfons,  in  fifteen  mares.  When 
the  Houfe  fent  a  mefTage  to  the  Council  to 
inform  them  of  this  refolution,  the  Council 
objected  to  that  claufe  of  the  refolve,  c  that 
'  the  lands  be  granted  by  the  General  Af- 
1  fembly,'  as  contrary  to  the  royal  com- 
miffion  and  inflrudlions  ;  but  if  the  Houfe 
would  addrefs  the  King,  for  leave  to  difpofe 
of  the  lands,  they  faid  that  they  were  con- 
tent. 

Thefe  tranfaclions  raifed  a  great  ferment 
among  the  people.  Angry  and  menacing 
words  were  plentifully  thrown  out  againfh 
the  purchafers  ;  but  they  had  prudently  ta- 
ken care  to  file  in  the  Recorder's  office  a  deed 
of  quit-claim  to  all  the  towns  which  had 
been  fettled  and  granted  within  the  limits  of 
BB 
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1746.    their  purchafe.*     In  this   quit-claim,   they 

Records  of  in^erted    a  claufe  in    the  following  words, 

deeds.       «  excepting    and    referving    our    refpective 

4  rights,  titles,    inheritance   and  poffeffions, 

4  which   we  heretofore  had,  in  common  or 

*  feveralty,  as  inhabitants   or  proprietors  of 

*  houfes  or  lands,  within  any  of  the  towns, 
4  precincts,    diftricls   or   villages    aforefaid.* 
This  precaution  had  not  at  firfl  its  effect.     A 
committee  of  both  Houfes  was  appointed  to 
confider  the  matter,  and  they  reported,  that 
4  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the   people,  and 
4  to  prevent  future  difficulty,  it  would  be  beft 
4  for  the  Province  to  purchafe  the  claim,  for 
'  tne    u^e   arL(*   benefit  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
4  provided  that  the  purchafers  would  fell  it 
4  for  the  coft  and  charges.'     This  report  was 
accepted,  concurred  and  confented    to,   by 
every  branch  of  the  legiilature.     A    com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confult  Council, and 

AuguR  4.  •     n_  r 

agree  on  proper  mltruments  or  conveyance. 
The  fame  day,  this  committee  met  with  the 
purchafers,  and  conferred  on  the  queflion, 
whether  they  would  fell  on  the  terms  propo- 
fed  ?  At  the  conference,  the  purchafers  ap- 
peared to  be  divided,  and  agreed  fo  far  only, 
as  to  withdraw  their  deed  from  the  Recorder's 

*  The  purchafcrs  ef  this  claim  were 

Theodore  Atkinfon    three  fifteenths.  Thomas  Packer. 

M.  H.  Wentworth,  two  fifteenths.  Thomas  WaUingford. 

Richard  Wibird.  Jotham  Odiorne. 

John  WVntworth  (fon  of  the  Governor.)  Jolhua  Pcirce. 

George  Jeffrey.  John  Moffit,   one   fif; 

Samuel  Vioore.  teenth  each. 
Nathaniel  Mefferve. 

The  towns  quit  claimed  tteYe, 

Portfn.outh,                     London-r'errjrJ  Bow, 

Dovs^                               Chefter,  Chichefter, 

Eietcr,                                Nottingham,  Epfom, 

Hampfon,                            Barrington,  Barnftead, 

Gofport,                              Rochefter,  and  afterward 

Kingfton,                         Canterbury, .  Gilraantown. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  203 

office.     The  committee  reported  that  they    1746. 
could  make  no  terms  with  the  purchafers  5  A"8-  "• 
in  confequence  of  which  the  deed  was  again  Aug.  »8. 
lodged  in  the  office  and  recorded. 

Much  blame  was  caft  on  the  purchafers, 
for  clandeflinely  taking  a  bargain  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Affembly.  They  faid  in  their 
vindication,  c  that  they  faw  no  profpedt  of  g  t 
'  an  effectual  purchafe  by  the  AfTembly, 

*  though  thofe  of  them  who  were  members,  J 

*  voted  for  it,  and  did  what  they  could  to 

*  encourage  it  ;  that  they  would  have  gladly 
c  given  Mafon  as  much  money,  for  his  private 

*  quit-claim  to  their  feveral    rights   in    the 
c  townfhips   already    granted    and    fettled  ; 

*  that  Mafon's  claim  had    for    many    years 
4  hung  over  the  Province,  and  that  on  every 

*  turn  they  had  been  threatened  with  a  pro- 

*  prietor  ;  that  Mafon's  deed  to  a  committee 
c  of  Maffachufetts,  in  behalf  of  that  Province, 

*  for  a  tracl:  of  land  adjoining  the  boundary 

*  line,  had  been  entered  on  the  records,  and 

*  a  title  under  it  fet  up,  in  oppoiition  to  grants 
'  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  ;  that 

*  it  was  impoffible  to  fay  where    this    evil 
'  would  flop,  and  therefore  they  thought  it 

*  mod  prudent  to  prevent  any  farther  effects 
4  of  it,  by  taking  up  with  his  offer,  efpecial- 
'  ly  as  they  knew  that  he  might  have  made  a 
'  more   advantageous  bargain,  with  a   gen- 
1  tleman  of  fortune    in    the    neighbouring 
1  Province  ;  but  that  they  were  ftill  willing, 

*  to  fell  their  intereft  to  the  AfTembly,  for  the 
'  coil  and  charges  ;  provided  that  the  land  be 
4  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council ;  and  that 

*  the  agreement  be  made  within  one  month 
£  from  the  date  of  their  letter.' 
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1746.  Within  that  month,  the  alarm  caufed  by 
the  approach  of  D'Anville's  fleet,  put  a  flop 
to  the  negociation.  After  that  clanger  was 
over,  the  affair  was  revived  ;  but  the  grand 
difficulty  fubfifted.  The  purchafers  would 
not  fell,  but  on  condition  that  the  lands 
Ihoukl  be  granted,  by  the  Governor  and 
Council.  The  Affembly  thought  that  they 
could  have  no  fecurity  that  the  land  would  be 
granted  to  the  people  ;  becaufe  the  Gover- 

.,  *.»     nor  and  Council  might  grant  it  to  themfelves, 
*    or  to  their  dependents,  or  to  flrangers,  and 

Aug.  ao.  the  people  who  had  paid  for  it  might  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefit  which  they  had  pur- 
chafed.  A  propofal  was  afterward  made, 
that  the  fale  fhould  be  to  feoffees  in  trufl  for 
the  people  ;  and  a  form  of  a  deed  for  this 
purpofe  was  drawn.  To  this  propofal,  the 
purchafers  raifed  feveral  objections  ;  and  as 
the  Affembly  had  not  voted  any  money  to 
make  the  purchafe,  they  declined  figning  the 
deed  ;  and  no  farther  efforts  being  made  by 
the  Aflemb]",  the  purchafe  refled  in  the 
hands  of  the  proprietors.  In  1749  they  took 
a  fecond  deed,  comprehending  all  the  Ma- 
fonian  grants,  from  Naumkeag  to  Pafcata- 
(lua  '  w^ereas  the  former  deed  was  confined 
to  the  lately  eftablifhed  boundaries  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  This  latter  deed  was  not  re- 
corded till  1753. 

After  they  had  taken  their  firfl  deed,  the 

1748.  Mafonians  began  to  grant  townfhips,  and 
continued  granting  them  to  petitioners,  often 
without  fees,  and  always  without  quit-rents. 
They  quieted  the  proprietors  of  the  towns, 
on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  Merrimack,  which 
had  been  granted  by  Maffachufetts,  before 
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the  eftablifhment  of  the  line  ;  fo  that  they  1748r 
went  on  peaceably  with  their  fettlements. 
The  terms  of  their  grants  were,  that  the 
grantees  fhould,  within  a  limited  time,  erect 
mills  and  meeting-houfes,  clear  out  roads  and 
fettle  minifters.  In  every  townfhip,  they  re- 
fer ved  one  right  for  the  fir  ft  fettled  minifter, 
another  for  a  parfonage,  and  a  third  for  a 
fchool.  They  alfo  refer  ved  fifteen  rights  for 
themfelves,  and  two  for  their  attorneys  ;  all 
of  which  were  to  be  free  from  taxes,  till  fold 
or  occupied.  By  virtue  of  thefe  grants,  ma- 
ny townfhips  were  fettled,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  people  became  fo  united  with  that  of  the 
proprietors,  that  the  prejudice  againft  them 
gradually  abated  ;  and,  at  length,  even  fome 
who  had  been  the  mod  violent  oppofers,  ac- 
quiefced  in  the  fafety  and  policy  of  their 
meafures,  though  they  could  not  concede  to 
the  validity  of  their  claim. 

The  heirs  of  Allen,  menaced  them  by  ad- 
vertifements,  and  warned  the  people  againfl 
accepting  their  grants.  They  depended  on 
the  recognition  of  Allen's  purchafe,  in  the 
Charter  of  MaiTachufetts,  as  an  argument  in 
favor  of  its  validity  ;  and  fuppofed,  that  be- 
caufe  the  ableft  lawyers  in  the  kingdom  were 
confulted,  and  employed  in  framing  that 
charter,  they  muft  have  had  evidence  of  the 
juftice  of  his  pretenfions,  before  fuch  a  re- 
fervation  could  have  been  introduced  into  it. 
So  ftrong  was  the  impreffion,  which  this  ar-  MS  laten 
gument  had  made,  on  the  minds  of  fpecula-  of  Thom- 
tors  in  England,  that  large  fums  had  been 
offered,  to  fome  of  Allen's  heirs,  in  that 
kingdom  ;  and,  Thomlinfon  himfelf,  the  firft 
mover  of  the  purchafe  from  Mafoa,  in  be- 
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1748.  half  of  New-Hampfhire,  had  his  doubts  ; 
and  would  have  perfuaded  the  affbciates  to 
join  in  buying  Allen's  title  alfo,  even  at  the 
price  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to 
prevent  a  more  expenfive  litigation,  the  ifTue 
of  which  would  be  uncertain.  But  they, 
being  veiled  with  the  principal  offices  of  gov- 
ernment ;  being  men  of  large  property,  which 
was  alfo  increafed  by  this  purchafe  ;  and  ha- 
ving fatisfied  themfelves,  of  the  validity  of 
their  title,,  by  the  opinions  of  fome  principal 
lawyers,  both  here  and  in  England,  contented 
themfelves  with  the  purchafe  which  they  had 
made ;  and  by  maintaining  their  pofTeffion, 
extended  the  cultivation  of  the  country 
within  their  limits. 

The  words  of  the  original  grants  to  Ma- 
fon,  defcribe  an  extent  of  fixty  miles,  from 
the  fea,  on  each  fide  of  the  Province,  and  a 
line  to  crofs  over  from  the  end  of  one  line  of 
fixty  miles,  to  the  end  of  the  other.  The 
Mafonian  proprietors  pleaded,  that  this  crofs 
line  mould  be  a  curve ,  becaufe,  no  other  line 
would  preferve  the  diflance  of  fixty  miles 
from  the  fea,  in  every  part  of  their  weftern 
boundary.  No  perfoii  had  any  right  to  con- 
tell  this  point  with  them,  but  the  King.  It 
was  not  for  the  intereft  of  his  Governor  and 
Council  to  obje<5l ;  becaufe  feveral  of  them, 
and  of  their  connections,  were  of  the  Ma- 
fonian propriety  ;  and  no  objection  was 
made  by  any  other  pcrfons,  in  behalf  of  the 
Crown.  Surveyors  were  employed,  at  feve- 
ral times,  to  mark  this  curve  line  ;  but  on 
running,  fir  ft  from  the  fouthern,  and  then 
from  the  eaflern  boundary,  to  the  river  Pe- 
migewaffet,  they  could  not  make  the  lines 
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meet.  Controverfies  were  thus  engendered,  1748. 
between  the  grantees  of  Crown  lands  and 
thofe  of  the  Mafonians,  which  fubfifled  for 
many  years.  In  fome  cafes,  the  difputes 
were  compromifed,  and  in  others,  left  open 
for  litigation ;  till,  by  the  revolution,  the 
government  fell  into  other  hands. 

This  was  not  the  only  controverfy,  which, 
till  that  period,  remained  undetermined. 
When  the  extenfion  of  the  boundary  lines 
gave  birth  to  a  demand,  for  the  maintenance 
of  fort  Dummer,  the  Governor  had  the  ad- 
drefs,  to  call  to  that  Aflembly,  into  which  he 
introduced  this  demand,  fix  new  members  ; 
who  appeared  as  reprefentatives  for  fix  towns 
and  diflricls,  fome  of  which  had  been,  by  the 
fouthern  line,  cut  off  from  MafTachufetts. 
It  was  fuppofed  that  his  defign,  in  calling 
thefe  members,  was  to  facilitate  the  adop- 
tion of  fort  Dummer.  Other  towns,  which 
ought  to  have  had  the  fame  privilege  extend- 
ed to  them,  were  neglected.  When  the  new 
members  appeared  in  the  Houfe,  the  Secreta- 
ry, by  the  Governor's  order,  adrninifhered  to 
them  the  ufual  oaths  ;  after  which,  they  were 
afked,  in  the  name  of  the  Houfe,  by  what 
authority  they  came  thither  ?  They  anfwered, 
that  they  were  chofen  by  virtue  of  a  writ,  in 
the  King's  name,  delivered  to  their  refpec- 
tive  towns  and  diflricls,  by  the  Sheriff.  The 
Houfe  remonflrated  to  the  Governor,  that 
thefe  places  had  no  right,  by  law,  nor  by  cu£- 
torn,  to  fend  perfons  to  reprefent  them,  and 
then  debarred  them  from  the  privilege  of 
voting,  in  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  ;  two  only 
difTenting,  out  of  nineteen.  Several  {harp 
meffages  paffed,  between  the  Governor  and 
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1748,  the  Houfe,  on  that  occafion  ;  but  the  prefl- 
ing  exigencies  of  the  war,  and  the  propofed 
expedition  to  Cape-Breton,  obliged  him,  for 
|hat  time,  to  give  way,  and  fuffer  his  new 
members  to  be  excluded,  till  the  King's 
pleafure  could  be  known. 

The  Houfe  vindicated  their  proceedings, 
by  appealing  to  their  records  5  from  which  it 
appeared,  that  all  the  additions,  which  had 
been  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
were,  in  confequence  of  their  own  votes,  ei- 
ther ifFuing  a  precept  themfelves,  or  requefl- 
ing  the  Governor  to  do  it ;  from  which  they 
argued,  that  no  town,  or  parifh,  ought  to  have 
any  writ,  for  the  choice  of  a  Reprefentative, 
but  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe,  or  by  an  adl  of 
the  Affembly.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  al- 
leged, that  the  right  of  fending  Reprefenta^ 
tives  was  originally  founded  on  the  royal 
commiffion  and  inftructions,  and  therefore, 
that  the  privilege  might,  by  the  fame  author- 
ity, be  lawfully  extended  to  the  new  towns, 
as  the  King,  or  his  Governor,  by  advice  of 
Council,  might  think  proper.  The  prece- 
dents on  both  fides  were  undifputed  ;  but 
neither  party  would  admit  the  conclufion 
drawn  by  the  other.  Had  this  difficulty  been 
forefeen,  it  might  have  been  prevented  when 
the  triennial  act  was  made  in  1727.  The 
defedls  of  that  law,  began  now  to  be  fevere- 
ly  felt ;  but  could  not  be  remedied. 

The  difpute  having  thus  fubfided,  was  not 
revived  during  the  war  ;  but  as  foon  as  the 
peace  was  made,  and  the  King  had  gone  on 

Dougiafa  a  vific  to  his  German  dominions,  an  addition- 
al inflruclion  was  fent  from  the  Lords  Jufti- 
ces,  who  prefided  in  the  King's  abfence?  di- 
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ing  the  Governor  to  difTolve  the  AfTem-    1748. 
bly  then  fubfiiling;  and  when  another  fhould  .  e 
be  called,  to  iflue  the  King's  writ  to  the  Sher- 
iff, commanding  him    to  make  out  precepts 
to  the  towns  and  diilricls,  whofe  Reprefen- 
tatives  had  been  before  excluded ;  and  that 
when  they  fhould  be  chofen,  the  Governor 
fliould  iupport  their  rights. 

Had  this  inftruclion  extended  to  all  the 
other  towns  in  the  Province,  which  had  not 
been  before  reprefented,  it  might  have  been 
deemed  equitable  ;  but  as  it  refpecled  thofe 
only,  which  had  been  the  fubjecl  of  contro- 
verfy,  it  appeared  to  be  grounded  on  partial 
information,  and  intended  to  ftrengthen  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  without  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  privileges  of  the  people  at  large. 

The  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Governor  1749. 
became  more  acrimonious  than  ever.  Rich-  _  w 
ard  Waldron,  the  former  Secretary,  and  the 
confidential  friend  of  Belcher,  appeared  in 
the  new  AfTembly  and  was  chofen  Speaker. 
The  Governor  negatived  him  ;  and  ordered 
the  Houfe  to  admit  the  new  members,  and 
choofe  another  fpeaker.  They  denied  his 
power  of  negativing  their  Speaker  and  of  in- 
troducing new  members.  The  ilyle  of  hig 
mefTages  was  peremptory  and  fevere;  their 
anfwers  and  remonftrances  were  calm,  but 
refolute,  and  in  fome  inflances  fatyricaL 
Neither  party  would  yield  ;  no  bufinefs  was 
tranfadled  ;  though  the  aflembly  met  about 
once  in  a  month,  and  was  kept  alive,  by  ad- 
journments and  prorogations,  for  three  years. 
Had  he  diffolved  them,  before  the  time  for 
which  they  were  ehoferi  had  expired,  he 
knew,  that  in  all  probability^  the  fame  per* 
fons  would  be  re-ele&ed, 
Cc 
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1749.  The  effec"l  of  this  controverfy  was  inju- 
rious to  the  Governor,  as  well  as  to  the  peo- 
ple.    The  public  bills  of  credit  had  depre- 
ciated lince  this  adminiflration  began,  in  the 
ratio  of  thirty  to  fifty-fix  ;  and  the  value  of 
the   Governor's   falary  had  declined  in  the 
fame  proportion.     The  excife  could  neither 
be  farmed  nor  collected  ;  and  that  part  of 
the   Governor's   falary,  which   was  funded 
•upon  it,  failed.     The  Treafurer's  accounts 
were    unfettled.     The    foldiers,    who    had 
guarded  the  frontiers  in  the  preceding  war, 
were  not  paid  ;  nor  were  their  muiler-rolls 
adjuflecl.     The  public  records  of  deeds  were 
fliut  up  ;  for  the  Recorder's  time  having  ex- 
pired, and  the   appointment  being   by    law 
yelled  in  the  AiTembly,  no  choice  could  be 
made.     No    authenticated   papers  could  be 
obtained,  though  the  agent  was  conftantly 
folicidng  for  thofe  which  related  to  the  con- 
troverfy  about  Fort  Dummer,  at  that  time 
before  the  King  and  Council. 

When  the  fit  nation  of  the  Province  was 

1750.  known  in  England,  an  impreflion  to  its  dif- 

1751.  advantage   was  made  on   the  minds   of  its 
beft  friends  ;  and  they  even  imagined  that 
the  Governor's  conduct  was  not  blamelefs.* 


*  Auguft  10,  1749,  Mr.  Thomlinfon  wrote  thus  to  Mr.  Atkinfon. 
I  am  forry  to  find  by  your  letters,  and  by  every  body  from  your  coun- 
try, the  confufion  your  Province  is  in.  I  wifh  I  could  fet  you  right. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Governor  has  done  fomc  imprudent 
things  ;  %6t  the  other  party  is  fundamentally  wrong,  and  the  Govern- 
or will  always  be  fupported  as  long  as  he  conduces  himfeif  by  his 
Majefty's  infiru&ions,  and  in  his  right  of  negativing  a  fpeaker.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  I  am  furprifed  that  he,  or  any  other  Governor, 
fhould  not  think  it  their  intereft,  to  behave  fe  to  all  forts  of  people 
under  their  government,  as  to  make  all  their  enemies  their  friends, 
rather  th»n  to  make  their  friends  their  enemies.' 

••^October  19,  1749^  Mr.  Atkinfon  wrote  thus  in  anfwer.  '  I  am 
fuppofed  by  many  people  to  be  privy  to  all  the  Governor's  tranfac- 
tions  here,  which  is  totally  without  foundation.  I  never  faw  a  letter 
whish  bs  wrote  home,  not  any  he  received,  only,  when  any  of  them 
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The  language  at  Court  was  totally  chang-  1749. 
ed.     The  people  of   New-Hampihire    who  1750* 
had  formerly  been  in  favor,  as   loyal  and  1751*  ' 
obedient  fubjects,  were  now  faid  to  be  in  re- 
bellion.     Their    agent    was  frequently  re- 

,       ,  °.  r     ,  ,      .  Thomliu- 

proached  and  mortified  on  their  account,  ron',  MS 
and  was  under  great  apprehenfion,  that  they  ltttel*' 
would  fuffer,  not  only  in  their  reputation, 
but  in  their  intereft.  The  agent  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  was  continually  foliciting  for  repay- 
ment of  the  charges  of  maintaining  fort 
Dummer,  and  it  was  in  contemplation,  to 
take  off  a  large  diftrict  from  the  weftern 
part  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  to  annex  it  to 
MaiTachufetts,  to  fatisfy  them  for  that  ex- 
penfe.  Befides  this,  the  paper  money  of  the 
Colonies  was  under  the  confideration  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts 
was  riling  into  favor  for  having  aboliihed 
that  fyftem  of  iniquity.  The  fame  juftice 
was  expected  of  New-Hampihire,  fince  they 
had  the  fame  means  in  their  power  by  the 
reimburfement  granted  to  them  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  Cape-Breton  and  Canada  expe- 
ditions. This  money,  amounting  to  about 
thirty  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  clear  of  all 
fees  and  commiffions,  had  lain  long  in  the 
treafury  ;  and  when  it  was  paid  to  the  agent, 
he  would  have  placed  it  in  the  funds,  where 
it  might  have  yielded  an  intereft  of  three  per 
cent ;  but  having  no  directions  from  the  A£- 
fembly,  he  locked  it  up  in  the  bank.  This 

'  were   communicated    to    the    Council   or  Affembly  ;    nor  any  of   feis 

*  fpecches    or    mcffag^.      So    that,   really,    I    cannot  be  faid  to  advife. 
1  Neither  do  I  lee   What   reafon    the   people    have    to    complain.     His 
'  greateft  enemies   are  now  of  the  Alterably,  and   ID  all  the  controver- 
'  fy,  not  one  particular  in  (lance  cf  it  juftics  or  oppreffion  hath  been  tnen- 

*  tioued  by  them  ;  and  when  you  read  over  their  fev-;r?l  mcffages,  and 

*  votes,  you  will  not  difcover  any  inclination  to   conceal  the  Icaft   fail- 

*  ing  he  had  been  the  author  of.' 
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1749.  was  a  clear  lofs  to  them   of  nine   hundred 

1750.  pounds  per  annum.     There  were  fome  who 

1751.  reflected  on  the  agent,  as  if  he  had  made  an 
advantage  to  himfelf  of  this  money.     Had 
he  done  it,  his  own  capital  was  fufficient  to 
have  anfwered  any  of  their  demands  ;  but 
it  was  alfo  fufficient  to  put  him  above  the 
neceffity  of  employing  their  money,  either 
in  trade  or  fpeculation. 

It  had  alfo  been  fuggefted,  that  Thom- 
linfon,  at  the  Governor's  requeft,  had  foli- 
cited  and  procured  the  inftruction,  which 
had  occasioned  this  unhappy  ftagnation  of 
bufinefs.  When  this  fuggeftion  came  to  his 
MS.  letter  knowledge,  he  exculpated  himfelf  from  the 

of  Thorn-        ,  . •  i  i«ii  t        i 

iinfon  to  H.  charge,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  a,  lead- 
NovX"**  'm&  member  of  the  Aflembly  ;  and  gave  a 
1749.  '  full  account  of  the  matter  as  far  as  it  had 
come  to  his  knowledge.  He  faid,  that  the 
Governor  himfelf  had  ftated  the  facts  in 
his  letters  to  the  miniftry  ;  concerning  his 
calling  of  the  new  members,  in  1745,  and 
their  exclufion  from  the  Aflembly,  with  the 
reafons  given  for  it  ;  and  had  defired  to 
know  the  King's  pleafure,  and  to  have  di- 
rections how  to  act.  That  the  miniftry, 
without  any  exception  or  hefitation,  had 
pronounced  his  conduct  conformable  to  his 
duty.  That  neverthelefs,  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  fblemnly  confidered  the  matter,  and 
confulted  Council,  and  had  fummoned  him, 
as  agent  of  the  Province,  to  attend  their 
deliberation.  Their  refult  was,  that  as  the 
Crown  had  an  indifputable  right  to  incor- 
porate any  town  in  England,  and  qualify 
it  to  fend  members  to  Parliament,  fo  the 
fame  right  and  power  had  been  legally 
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given  to  all  the  Governors  in  America  ;  by  1749. 
means  of  which,  all  the  AiTemblies  in  the  1750, 
King's  governments,  had  increafed  in  num-  1751. 
ber,  as  the  Colonies  had  increafed  in  fet- 
tlements.  That  any  other  ufage  in  call- 
ing Reprefentatives  was  wrong  ;  although 
it  might  have  been  indulged,  when  the  Pro- 
vince was  under  the  fame  Governor  with 
Maflachufetts.  This  was  all  which  pafTed 
before  the  additional  inftru&ion  came  out, 
which  was  fent  through  the  hands  of  the 
Agent.  As  it  was  founded  on  a  queftion  con- 
cerning the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  ;  he  argued  the  abfurdity  of  fuppof- 
ing,  either  that  it  had  been  folicited,  or  that 
any  attempt  to  have  it  withdrawn  could  be 
effectual.  His  advice  was,  that  they  mould 
fubmit  to  it  ;  becaufe,  that  under  it,  they 
would  enjoy  the  fame  rights  and  privileges 
with  their  fellow  fubjedls  in  England,  and 
in  the  other  Colonies  ;  alluring  them,  that 
the  then  reigning  Prince  had  never  difcov- 
ered  the  leafl  inclination  to  infringe  the  con- 
ftitutional  rights  of  any  of  his  fubjects. 

This  advice,  however  falutary,  had  not 
the  intended  effect,  Inftead  of  fubmitting, 
the  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Governor, 
framed  a  complaint  againft  him,  and  fent 
it  to  London,  to  be  prefented  to  the  King. 
If  they  could  have  prevailed,  their  next 
meafure  would  have  been,  to  recommend  a 
gentleman,  Sir  William  Pepperell,  of  Mafla- 
chufetts, for  his  fucceflbr.  This  manoeuvre 
x:ame  to  the  ears  of  Thomlinfon  ;  but  he 
was  under  no  neceffity  to  exert  himfelf  on 
this  occaflon  j  for  the  perfon  to  whofe  care 
the  addrefs  was  intruded,  confidering  the 
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1749.  abfurdity    of    complaining    to    the    King, 

1750.  againft  his   Governor,  for  acting  agreeably 

1751.  to  his  inftruclions,   was  advifed  not  to  pre- 
MS  letters  fent  {^     This  difappointment  vexed  the  op- 

of  Thorn-  -   .  _ 

liafon.  poiition  to  luch  a  degree,  that  they  would 
have  gladly  diffolved  the  government,  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  jurifdiction  of 
MaiTachufetts,  had  it  been  in  their  power. 
But,  rinding  all  their  efforts  ineffectual,  ei- 
ther to  have  the  inftrudlion  withdrawn,  or 
the  Governor  removed,  they  confoled  them- 
felves with  this  thought,  that  it  was  'better 
4  to  have  two  privileges  taken  from  them, 
*  than  voluntarily  to  give  up  one.' 

1752*        The  time  for  which  this  Affembly  was 

a   elected  having  expired,  a  new  one  was  called 

in  the  fame  manner.     They  came  together 

with  a  fpirit  of  moderation,  and  a  difpofi- 

tion  to  tranfacl;  the  long  neglecled  bufinefs. 

The  members,  from  the  new  towns,  quietly 

took  their  feats.    An  unexceptionable  Speak- 

.  er,  Melhech  Weare,  was  eledled.   A  Recorder 

Records  of  .  . 

was  appointed.  A  committee  was  cholen  to 
fettle  the  Treafurer's  accounts,  and  a  vote 
was  pa!Ted  for  putting  the  reimburfement 
money  into  the  public  funds  in  England. 
MS, letters,  f  ne  Governor's  falary  was  augmented,  and 
all  things  went  on  fmoothly.  The  party 
which  had  been  oppofed  to  the  Governor,  de- 
clined, in  number  and  in  virulence  :  Some 
had  been  removed  by  death  ;  others  were 
foftened  and  relaxed.  A  liberal  diftribu- 
-  tion  of  commiffions,  civil  and  military,  was 
made,  and  an  era  of  domeftic  reconciliation 
commenced. 

The  controverfy  reflecting  Fort  Dummer, 
and  the  fear  of  lofing  a  diftricT:  in  that  neigh- 


bourhoc 
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>ourhood,  quickened  the  Governor  to  make  1752. 
grants  of  feveral  townfliips  in  that  quarter, 
on  both  fides  of  Connecticut  river  ;  chiefly 
to  thofe  perfons  who  claimed  the  fame  lands, 
under  the  Maflachufetts  title.  The  war  be- 
ing over,  the  old  inhabitants  returned  to  their 
plantations,  and  were  ftrengthened  by  addi- 
tions to  their  number.  It  was  in  contem- 
plation, to  extend  the  fettlements,  farther  up 
Connecticut  river,  to  the  rich  meadows  of 
Cohos.  The  plan  was,  to  cut  a  road  to  that 
place  ;"  to  lay  out  two  townihips,  one  on 
each  fide  of  the  river,  and  oppofite  to  each  Atk;nfon,s 
other  ;  to  erecl:  ftockades,  with  lodgments  for  MS  letter- 
two  hundred  men,  in  each  townihip,  enclo- 
fing  a  fpace  of  fifteen  acres  ;  in  the  centre  of 
which  was  to  be  a  citadel,  containing  the 
public  buildings  and  granaries,  which  were 
to  be  large  enough  to  receive  all  the  inhab- 
itants, and  their  moveable  effects  in  cafe  of 
neceflity.  As  an  inducement  to  people  to  re- 
move to  this  new  plantation  ;  they  were  to 
have  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  other  civil 
privileges  among  themfelves,  and  were  to  be 
under  (tricT:  military  difcipline.  A  large 
number  of  perfons  engaged  in  this  enter- 
prife  ;  and  they  were  the  rather  ftimulated 
to  undertake  it,  becaufe  it  was  feared,  that 
the  French,  who  had  already  begun  to  en- 
croach on  the  territory  claimed  by  the  Britifh 
Crown,  would  take  poffeilion  of  this  valu- 
able tract,  if  it  mould  be  left  unoccupied. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  a  party  was  fent  MS. 
up  in  the  fpring  of  1752,  to  view  the  mea-  rafeiC 
dows  of  Cohos,  and  lay    out   the   propofed  *&*• 
townfhips.     The  Indians  obferved  them,  and 
fufpected   their   intentions.     The  land  was 
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1752.  theirs,  and  they  knew  its  value.  A  party  of 
the  Arofaguntacook,  or  St.  Francis  Tribe  was 
deputed,  to  remoiiftrate  againft  this  proceed- 
ing. They  came  to  the  fort  at  Number-four, 
with  a  flag  of  truce ;  pretending  that  they 
had  not  heard  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which 
had  been  made  with  the  feveral  Indian  tribes. 
They  complained  to  Captain  Stevens,  of  the 
encroachment  which  was  meditating  on  their 
land  ;  and  faid,  that  they  could  not  allow  the 
Englilli  to  fettle  at  Cohos,  when  they  owned 
more  land  already  than  they  could  improve; 
and,  that  if  this  fettlement  were  purfued,  they 
fliould  think  the  Englifh  had  a  mind  for  war, 
and  would  refill  them.  This  threatening  be- 
ing communicated  to  the  Governor  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  by  him  to  the  Governor  of 
New-Hampfliire,  threw  fuch  difcouragement 
on  the  project  that  it  was  laid  afide. 
Aprllf  The  Indians  did  not  content  themfelves 

with  remonftrating  and  threatening.     Two 
of  the  fame  tribe  named  Sabatis  and  Chrifti, 
fition8.dcpc"  came  to  Canterbury  ;  where  they  were  en- 
tertained in  a  friendly  manner  for  more  than 
a  month.     At  their  departure,  they  forced  a- 
way  two  negroes  ;  one  of  whom  efcaped  and 
returned;  and  the  other  was  carried  to  Crown 
Point  and  fold  to  a  French  officer.     A  party 
of  ten  or  twelve  of  the  fame  tribe,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Mofes,  met  with  four  young 
Msy        men  who  were  hunting  on  Baker's  river.  One 
Shirley's     of  thefe  was   John  Stark.     When  he  found 
coofcrr«ncfc  himfelf  furprifed  and  fallen  into  their  hands, 
I754'        he  called  to  his  brother  William  Stark,  who 
being  in  a  canoe,  gained  the  oppofite  more, 
k0f  w-  and  efcaped.     They  fired  at  the  canoe   and 
killed  a.  young  maa  who  was  in  it,     John 
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received  a  fevere  beating  from  the  Indians  1752. 
for  alarming  his  brother.  They  carried  him 
and  his  companion,  Eailman,  up  Connecticut 
river,  through  feveral  carrying  places,  and 
down  the  Lake  Memphrimagog  to  the  head 
quarters  of  their  tribe.  There  they  dreiTed 
him  in  their  fined  robes  and  adopted  him  as 
a  fon.  This  early  captivity,  from  which  he 
was  redeemed,  qualified  him  to  be  an  expert 
partifan,  in  the  fucceeding  war  ;  from  which 
flation,  he  afterward  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  General  in  the  "armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  next  year  Sabatis,  with  another  In-  1753. 
dian  named  Plaufawa,  came  to  Canterbury  ; 
where,  being  reproached  with  the  mifcon-  M 
duel  refpedling  the  negroes,  he  and  his  com-  fltions- 
panion  behaved  in  an  infolent  manner.  Sev- 
eral perfons  treated  them  very  freely  with 
flrong  liquor.  One  followed  them  into  the 
woods,  and  killed  them,  and  by  the  help  of 
another,  buried  them  ;  but  fo  fhallow  that 
their  bodies  were  devoured  by  beafls  of 
prey,  and  their  bones  lay  on  the  ground. 
By  the  treaties  of  peace,  it  had  been  flipula- 
ted,  on  the  one  part,  that  if  any  of  the  In- 
dians mould  commit  an  adl  of  hoftility 
againfh  the  Englifh,  their  young  men  fhould 
join  with  the  Englifh  in  reducing  fuch  In- 
dians to  fubmiffion  ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
that  if  an  Englishman  mould  injure  any  of 
them,  no  private  revenge  mould  be  taken  ; 
but  application  fhould  be  made  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  juilice.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
fame  year,  a  conference  being  held,  with  the 
eaflern  Indians,  by  the  government  of  Maf- 
fachnfetts,  a  prefent  wasi  made  totheAroia- 
D  i> 
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1753.  guntacook  tribe,  expreffive  of  an  intention  t» 
fonferednce  w*Pe  awa7  tne  blood.  They  accepted  the 
3753-  '  prefent,  and  ratified  the  peace  which  had  been 

made  in  1749. 

« » --        The  two  men  who  killed  Sabatis  and  Plau- 
*  fa wa,  were  apprehended  and  brought  to  Portf- 

rfSGo"er9  moutn'     &  biM  was  f°und  againfl  them  by 
nor  Went-  the  Grand  Jury,  and  they  were  confined  in 
wortb*       irons.     In  the  night,  before  the  day  appoint- 
ed for  their  trial,  an  armed  mob  from  the 
country,  with  axes  and  crows,  forced  the 
prifon,  and  carried  them  off  in  triumph.     A 
proclamation  was  iflued,  and  a  reward  offered 
by  the  Governor  for  apprehending  the  riot- 
ers ;    but  no  difcovery  was  made,  and  the 
adlion  was  even  deemed  meritorious.     The 
next  fummer,  another  conference  was  held 
Printed      at  Falmouth,  at  which  Commiflioners  from 
conference.  New-Hampftiire  affifted.     The  Arofagunta- 
cooks  did  not  attend  ;  but  fent  a  meflage  pur- 
porting that  the  blood  was  not  wiped  away* 
The    Commiflioners  from  New-Hampfhire 
made  a  handfome  prefent,  to  all  the  Indians, 
who  appeared  at  this  conference  ;  which  end- 
ed as  ufual,  in  the  promife  of  peace  and 
friendfhip, 
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CHAR    XXII. 

t?  lajl  French  and  Indian  ty*r,  which  terminated  in  tlje 
conqueft  of  Canada.  Controverjy  concerning  the  lands  ive/f- 
of  Cennefticut  river. 


in 
«f 


the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle, 
1748,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  '  all  things 

*  fhould  be  reftored,  on  the  footing  they  were 

*  before  the  war.'     The  iiland  of  Cape-Bre- 
ton was  accordingly  reftored  to  France  ;  but 
the  limits  of  the  French  and  Engliih.  territo- 
ries on  the   continent,  were  undetermined  ; 
and  it  was  the  policy  of  both  nations  to  gain 
poiTeiiion    of    important    paiTes,    to    which 
each  had  fome  pretenfions,  and  to  hold  them, 
till  the  limits  mould  be  fettled  by  Commit 
iioners  mutually  chofen.     Thefe  commiffion- 
ers  met  at  Paris  ;  but  came  to  no  decifion* 
By  the  conftrudlion  of  charters  and  grants 
from  the  Crown  of  England,  her  colonies  ex- 
tended indefinitely  weftward.     The  French 
had  fettlements  in  Canada  and  Louifiana,  and 
they  meditated  to  join  thefe  diftant  Colonies, 
by  a  chain  of  forts  and  polls,  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  MiiTifippi ;  and  to  extend  the 
limits  of  Canada,  as  far  eaftward,  as  to  com- 
mand navigation  in  the  winter,  when  the 
great  river  St.  Lawrence  is  impafTable.   Thefe 
claims  of  territory,  extending   on  the  one 
part  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  on  the  other  from 
north  to  fouth,  necefTarily  interfered.     The 
Colonies  of  Nova-Scotia,  New-York  and  Vir- 
ginia, were  principally  affected  by  this  inter- 
ference ;  and  the  encroachments   made    on 
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them  by  the  French,  were  a  fubject  of  com- 
plaint, both  here  and  in  Europe. 

It  was  forefeen  that  this  controverfy  could 
not  be  decided  but  by  the  fword  ;  and  the 
1754.    Engiifh  determined  to  be  early  in  their  pre- 
shiricy'*     parations.     The   Earl  of  Holder nefs,  Sec re- 
tches!*1 tary  °f  State,  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  the 
American  Colonies,  recommending  union  for 
their   mutual   protection   and    defence.     A 
meeting  of  Commiffioners  from  the  Colonies, 
at  Albany,  having  been  appointed,  for  the 
purpofe  of  holding   a  conference  with   the 
Six  Nations,  on   the  fubject  of  French  en- 
croachments, within   their  country ;  it  was 
propofed,  by  Governor  Shirley,  to  the  feveral 
Governors,  that  the  delegates  Ihoulcl  be  in- 
Urucled  on  the  fubject  of  union. 

At  the  place  appointed,  the  Congrefs  was 
June  19,  held  ;  coniiiling  of  delegates  from  MafTachu- 
fetts,  New-Hampihire,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con- 
necticut, Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  ;  with 
Atkinfon's  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  of 
JMS.  jour-  New-York.  They  took  their  rank  in  geo- 
graphical order,  beginning  at  the  north.  One 
member  from  each  Colony  was  appointed  to 
draw  a  plan  of  union  ;  Hutchinfon  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Atkinfon  of  New-Harnpfhire, 
Hopkins  of  Rhode-Iiland,  Pitkin  of  Connec- 
ticut, Smith  of  New-York,  Franklin  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  Talker  of  Maryland.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  the  plan  was,  that  application  be 
made,  for  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  form  a 
grand  Council,  confining  of  delegates  from 
the  feveral  legiflative  ArTemblies,  fubject  to 
the  control  of  a  Prefident-General,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  with  a  negative  voice. 
That  this  Council  fliould  enact  general  laws ; 
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apportion  the  quotas  of  men  and  money,  to    1754« 
be   raifed   by  each   Colony  ;  determine  the 
building  of  forts  ;  regulate  the  operations  of 
armies  ;  and  concert  all   meafures   for  the 
:ommon  protection  and  fafety.     The  dele- 
gates of  Connecticut  alone,  entered  their  dif- 
fent  to  the  plan,  becaufe  of  the  negative  voice 
of  the   Preiident-General.     It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  this  plan,  for  the  union  of  the 
Colonies,  was  agreed  to,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
July  ;  exactly  twenty-two   years   before  the 
declaration  of  American  Independence,   and 
that  the  name  of  FRANKLIN  appears  in  both.* 
With  the  plan  of  union,  a  repreientation 
was  made  to  the  King,  of  the  danger  in  which 
the  Colonies  were  involved.     Copies  of  both 
were  laid  before  the  feveral  AiTemblies.  They 
were  fully  fenfible  of  their  danger  from  the 
French  ;  but  they  apprehended  greater'danger 
from  the  plan  of  union.    Its  fate  was  ilngular. 
It  was  rejected  in  America,  becaufe  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  put  too  much  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  King  ;  and  it  was  rejected  in  England,  be- 
caufe it  was  fuppofed  to  give  too  much  power 
to  the  ArTemblies  of  the  Colonies.     The  min- 
iftry  made  another  propofal  ;    that  the  Gov- 

.    ,  r    *        ^  Franklin's 

ernor,  with  one  or  two  members  or  the  Coun-  Exao-.ina. 
cil,  of  each  Colony,  fliould  afTemble,  and  con-  u 
fult  for  the  common  defence,  and  draw  on 
the   Britiih  treafury  for  the  fums  expended  ; 
which  fliould  be  raifed  by  a  general  tax,  laid 

*  At  th«s  Congrtfs,  a  prefcnt  from  the  Crown  was  difhihuted  to  t?  e 
Ir.diaus.  The  Commiffioners  of  New-Hamp(hire,  Atkir.fon,  Wibird, 
Sherburnc  and  Weire,  by  dire&ion  of  the  AlT-mbl^  made  them  a  ft-p- 
arate  prefent.  It  ia  a  cuftom  among  the  Six  Nations,  to  give  a  NAME  to 
fhtir  bencfa<5lors  on  fuch  occafiong.  The  name  wh'ch  r!  ey  gave  to  the 
Province  of  New  Hampfhire  was  So-fatuax-o-wane.  I  have  inquired  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  the  meaning  of  this  naiie  :  He  informed  me 
that  So  figniScp,  AGAIN  ;  faguv*^  a  DISH  ;  and  wans,  LARGE. 
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1754.  by  Parliament,  on  the  Colonies.  But  this 
was  not  a  time  to  pufh  fuch  an  alarming  in- 
novation ;  and  when  it  was  found  impracti- 
cable, the  miniftry  determined  to  employ 
their  own  troops,  to  fight  their  battles  in 
America,  rather  than  to  let  the  Colonifts  feel 
their  own  flrength,  and  be  direded  by  their 
ow\i  Counfels. 

To  draw  fome  aid  however  from  the  Co- 
lonies was  neceffary.  Their  militia  might 
ferve  as  guards,  or  rangers,  or  laborers,  or  do 
garrifon  duty,  or  be  employed  in  other  infe- 
rior offices  ;  but  Britifh  troops,  commanded 
by  Britifh  officers, muft  have  the  honor  of  redu- 
cing the  French  dominions  in  North  America. 
The  favage  nations  in  the  French  interefl 
were  always  ready,  on  the  firft  appearance  of 
a  rupture,  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  It  was  the 
policy  of  the  French  government,  to  encour- 
age their  depredations,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Englifh  Colonies,  to  which  they  had  a  native 
antipathy.  By  this  means,  the  French  could 
make  their  enemies  pay  the  whole  expenfe  of 
a  war ;  for  all  the  fupplies,  which  they  af- 
forded to  the  Indians,  were  amply  compenfa- 
ted,  by  the  ranfom  of  captives.  In  thefe  la- 
ter wars,  therefore,  we  find  the  favages  more 
dextrous  in  taking  captives,  and  more  tender 
of  them  when  taken,  than  in  former  wars  ; 
which  were  carried  on  with  circumilances  of 
greater  cruelty. 

No  fooner  had  the  alarm  of  hoflilities, which 
commenced  between  the  Engliih  and  French, 
in  the  weflern  part  of  Virginia,  fpread  through 
the  continent;  than  the  Indians  renewed  their 
attacks  on  the  frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire. 

Aug.  15.    A  party  of  them  made  an  affault,  on  a  family 
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atBakerVtown,on  PemigewafTet  river;  where    1754. 
they  killed  a  woman,  and  took  feveral  cap- 
tives.    Within  three  days  they  killed  a  man  Aug  lg. 
and  woman  at  Steven's  town  in  the  fame 
neighbourhood  ;  upon  which  the  fettlements  council 
were  broken  up,  and  the  people  retired  to  the  m 
lower  towns  for  fafety,  and  the  government 
was  obliged  to   poft  foldiers  in  the  deferted 
places.     After  a  few  days  more,  they  broke  Au&-  *? 
into  the  houfe  of  James  Johnfon,  at  Number- 
four,  early  in  the  morning,  before  any  of  the 
family  were  awake  ;  and  took  him,  with  his 
wife  and  three  children,  her  filter  Miriam 
Willard,  and  two  men,  Peter  Laboree  and  Eb- 
enezer  Farnfworth.     The  furprifal  was  com- 
plete  and  bloodlefs,  and  they  carried  them  off 
undifturbed.     The  next  day  Johnfon's  wife 
was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  who  from  the 
circumflance  of  its  birth  was  named  Captive. 
The  Indians  halted  one  day,  on  the  woman's 
account,   and  the  next  day    refumed  their 
inarch  ;  carrying  her  on  a  litter,  which  they 
made  for  the  purpofe,  and  afterwards  put  her 
on  horfe-back.  On  their  march,  they  were  dif- 
trefled  for  provilion  ;  and  killed  the  horfe  for 
food  ;  the  infant  was  nourifhed,  by  fucking 
pieces  of  its   flem.     When  they  arrived  at 
Montreal,  Johnfon  obtained  a  parole,  of  two 
months,  to  return  and  folicit  the  means  of  re- 
demption.    He  applied  to  the  Aflernbly  of 
New-Hampfliire,  and  after  forne  delay  obtain- 
ed one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  flerling.  Dec  19 
But  the  feafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  and  the 


winter  proved  fo  fevere,  that  he  did  not  reach 
Canada  till  the  ipring.  He  was  then  charg- 
ed with  breaking  his  parole  ;  a  great  part  of 
his  money  was  taken  from  him  by  violence  5 
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and,  lie  was  ihut  up  with  his  family  in  prif- 
on;  where  they  took  the  fmall  pox,  which  they 
happily  furvived.  After  eighteen  months,  the 
woman,  with  her  fifter,  and  two  daughters, 
were  lent  in  a  cartel  fliip  to  England  ;  and 
thence  returned  to  Bofton.  Johnfon  was  kept 
in  prifon  three  years  ;  and  then,  with  his  fon, 
returned  and  met  his  wife  in  Bofton  ;  where 
he  had  the  fingular  ill  fortune,  to  be  fufpecl- 
ed  ot  deiigns  unfriendly  to  his  country,  and 
was  again  iinprifoned  ;  but  no  evidence  be- 
ing produced  againft  him,  he  was  liberated. 
His  eldeil  daughter  was  retained  in  a  Cana- 
dian nunnery. 

The  fort  and  fettlement  at  Number-four, 
being  in  an  expofed  fituation,  required  afTifl- 
ance  and  fupport.  It  had  been  built  by  Ma£- 
fachufetts  when  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  with- 
in its  limits.  It  was  projected  by  Colonel 
Stocldard,  of  Northampton,  and  was  well  (it- 
uated,  in  connection  with  the  other  forts,  on 
H  r-  t"ke  weftern  frontier,  to  command  all  the  paths 

""by  which  the  Indians  travelled  from  Canada 
to  New-England.  It  was  now  evidently  in 
New-Kampihire  ;  and  Shirley,  by  advice  of 
his  Council,  applied  to  Went  worth,  recom- 
mending the  future  maintenance  of  that  pofl, 
to  the  care  of  his  Affembly ;  but  they  did 
not  think  themfelves  interefted  in  its  prefer- 
vation,  and  refufed  to  make  any  provifion 
for  it.  The  inhabitants  made  feveral  appli- 
cations for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  but  were  uni- 
formly difappointed.  They  then  made  preffi- 

.  mg  rcmonftrances  to  the  Afiembly  of  Maf- 
fac}lufetts,  who  lent  foldiers  for  the  defence 
of  that  pod,  and  of  Fort  Dummer,  till  1757; 
when  they  fuppofed  that  the  commander  ia 
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ilef  of  the  King's  forces  would  take  them    1754. 
inder  his   care,  as  royal  garriibns.     It  was 
allb  recommended  to  the  AiFembly  of  New- 
Hampiliire  to  build  a  fort  at  Cohos  ;  but  this 
proposal  met  the  fame  fate. 

The  next  fpring,  three 'expeditions  were 
undertaken  againit  the  French  forts.  One 
-.ft  Fort  Duquefne,  on  the  Ohio,  was 
conducted  by  General  Braddock  ;  who  was 
defeated  and  ilain.  Another  againil  Niagara, 
by  Governor  Shirley,  which  mifcarriecl  ;  and 
a  third  againft  Grown  Point,  by  GeneralJohn- 
fon.  For  this  laft  expedition,  New-Hamp- 
{hire  raifed  five  hundred  men,  and  put  them 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Jofeph  Blanch- 
ard.  The  Governor  ordered  them  to  Con- 
necticut river,  to  build  a  fort  at  Cohos,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  in  their  way  to  Crown  Point. 
They  fir  ft  marched  to  BakerVtown,  where 
they  began  to  build  batteaux,  and  confumed 
time  and  provifions  to  no  purpofe.  By  Shir- 
ley's advice  they  quitted  that  futile  employ- 
ment, and  made  a  fatiguing  march  through 
the  woods,  by  the  way  of  Number-four,  to 
Albany.  Whilft  Johnfon  lay  encamped  at 
Lake  George,  with  his  other  forces,  he  poll- 
ed the  New-Hamp{hire  regiment  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward. On  the  eighth  of  September,  he  was 
attacked  in  his  camp,  by  Baron  Diefkau>  com- 
manding a  body  of  French  regular  troops, 
Canadians  and  Savages.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day,  a  fcouting  party  from  Fort  Edward 
difcovered  waggons  burning  in  the  road ; 
upon  which  Captain  Nathaniel  Folfotn  was 
ordered  out,  with  eighty  of  the  New-Hamp- 
ftiire  regiment,  and  forty  of  New- York  un- 
der Capt.  McGermis.  When  they  carng  to  the 
EE 
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1755a  place,  they  found  the  waggoners  and  the  cat- 
tle dead  ;  but  no  enemy  was  there.  Hear- 
ing the  report  of  guns,  toward  the  lake> 
they  hailed  thither  ;  and  having  approached 
within  two  miles,  found  the  baggage  of  the 
French  army,  under  the  care  of  a  guard, 
whom  they  attacked  and  difperfed.  When 
the  retreating  army  of  Dieikau  appeared, 
about  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  Fol- 
fom  polled  his  men  among  the  trees,  and  kept 
up  a  well  diredled  fire,  till  night ;  the  enemy 
retired,  with  great  lofs,  and  he  made  his  way 
to  the  camp,  carrying  his  own  wounded,  and 
feveral  French  prifoners,  with  many  of  the 
enemy's  packs.  This  well-timed  engage- 
[et_  ment,  in  which  but  fix  men  on  our  fide  were 

*er*  loft,  deprived  the  French  army  of  their  am- 
munition and  baggage  ;  the  remains  of  which 
were  brought  into  camp  the  next  day.  After 
this,  the  regiment  of  New-Hampmire  joined 
the  army.  The  men  were  employed  in  fcout- 
ing,  which  fervice  they  performed  in  a  man- 
ner fo  acceptable,  that  no  other  duty  was  re- 
quired of  them.  Parties  of  them  frequently 
went  within  view  of  the  French  fort  at 
Crown-Point  ;  and  at  one  time  they  brought 
off  the  fcalp  of  a  French  foldier,  whom  they 
killed  near  the  gate. 

After  the  engagement  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, when  it  was  found  neceiTary  to  rein- 
force the  army  ;  a  fecond  regiment,  of  three 
hundred  men,  was  raifed  in  New-Hamplhire, 
and  put  under  the  command  of  Col.  Peter 
Gilman.  Thefe  men  were  as  alert,  and  in- 
defatigable as  their  brethren,  though  they 
had  not  opportunity  to  give  fuch  convincing 
evidence  of  it.  The  expedition  was  no  far- 
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er  purfued  ;  and  late  in  autumn  the  forces    1755. 
were  difbanded  and  returned  home. 

The  exertions  made  for  the  reduction 
of  Crown  Point,  not  only  failed  of  their  ob- 
ject, but  provoked  the  Indians,  to  execute 
their  mifchievous  defigns,  againfl  the  fron- 
tiers of  New-Hampfhire  ;  which  were  whol- 
ly uncovered,  and  expofed  to  their  full  force. 
Between  the  rivers  Connecticut  and  St.  Fran- 
cis, there  is  a  fafe  and  eafy  communication 
by  fhort  carrying-places,  with  which  they 
were  perfectly  acquainted.  The  Indians  of 
that  river,  therefore,  made  frequent  incur- 
fions,  and  returned  unmolefted  with  their 
prifoners  and  booty. 

At  New-Hopkinton,  they  took  a  man  and 
a  boy  ;  but  perceiving  the  approach  of  a 
fcouting  party,  they  fled  and  left  their  cap- 
tives. At  Keene,  they  took  Benjamin  Twitch- 
el,  and  at  Walpole  they  killed  Daniel  Twitch- 
el,  and  a  man  named  Flynt.  At  the  fame 
place  Colonel  Bellows,  at  the  head  of  twenty 
men,  met  with  a  party  of  fifty  Indians  ;  and 
having  exchanged  fome  mot,  and  killed  feve- 
ral  of  the  enemy,  he  broke  through  them  and 
got  into  the  fort  ;  not  one  man  of  his  com- 
pany being  killed  or  wounded.  After  a  few 
days,  thefe  Indians,  being  joined  by  others  to 
the  number  of  one  hundred  and  feventy,  af- 
faulted  the  garrifon  of  John  Kilburne,  in 
which  were  himfelf,  John  Pike,  two  boys  and 
feveral  women  ;  who  bravely  defended  the 
houfe  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire,  with 
considerable  lofs.  Pike  was  mortally  wound- 
ed. Some  of  thefe  Indians  joined  Diefkau's 
army,  and  were  in  the  battle  at  Lake  George. 
At  Number-four,  they  killed  a  large  number 
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1755.  of  cattle,  and  cut  off  the  flefh.  At  Hinfdale, 
they  attacked  a  party,  who  were  at  work  in 
the  woods  5  killed  John  Hardiclay  and  John 
Alexander,  and  took  Jonathan  Colby  ;  the 
others  efcaped  to  the  fort.  Within  a  few  days 

totlr'.  afterward,  they  ambufhed  Caleb  Howe,  Hil- 
kiah  Grout,  and  Benjamin  Gaffield,  as  they 

July  37.  were  returning  from  their  labor  in  the  field. 
Howe  was  killed  ;  Gaffield  was  drowned  in 
attempting  to  crofs  the  river  ;  and  Grout 
made  his  efcape.  The  Indians  went  directly 
to  Bridgman's  fort,  where  the  families  of  thefe 
unfortunate  men  reiided.  They  had  heard 
the  report  of  the  guns,  and  were  impatient 
to  learn  the  caufe.  By  the  found  of  feet 
without,  it  being  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening, 
they  concluded  that  their  friends  had  return- 
ed, and  too  hadily  opened  the  gate  to  receive 
them  ;  when  to  their  inexpreflible  furprife, 
they  admitted  the  favages,and  the  three  fami- 
lies, confirming  of  fourteen  perfons,  were 
made  captives.* 

After  the  defeat  and  death  of  Braddock, 

letters! '  the  chief  command  of  the  operations  againft 
the  enemy  fell  into  the  hands  of  Shirley  ; 
who  called  another  Congrefs,  at  New- York, 
and  planned  another  expedition againftCrown 
Point  ;  for  which  purpofe,  he  called  on  the 
feveral  governments  to  raife  men  and  provide 
ftores.  A  regiment  was  raifed  in  New- 

*  One  of  thefe  the  wife  of  Caleb  Howe,  was  the  FAIR  CAPTIVE,  of 
whom  fuch  a  brilliant  account  is  given  in  the  life  of  General  Pumam,  pub- 
lirhed  fry  Col.  Humphreys.  She  is  ftill  living  at  Hinfdale,  and  has  obliged 
the  author  with  a  particular  narrative  of  her  fufferings  and  deliverance. 
This  account,  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  is  too  long  to  be  here  in- 
ferted^  and  too  entertaining  to  be  abridged  ;  but  will  probably  be  publiih- 
e«  at  forne  fmu-e  time.  As  ro  that  part  of  the  ftory,  that  the  people  of 
Hinfdale  chofc  her  to  goto  Europe,  as  their  agent  in  a  cafe  o{  difputed 
lands ;  it  was  never  known  or  thought  of  by  them  till  the  life  of  Putnam 
appeared  ii;  priut.  Gay'e  M&  letter. 
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Hampfliire,the  command  of  which  was  given    1756,, 
to  Col.  Nathaniel  Mefferve.     They  alfo  ap- 
pointed two  Comrniffaries,  Peter  Gilman  and 
Thomas  Weftbrooke  Waldron,  who  relided 
at  Albany,  to  take  care  of  the  {lores,  whilft 
the  regiment,  with  the  other  troops,  affifled 
in  building  forts  and  batteaux.     In  the  midfl  ju!y  2J< 
of  this  campaign,  Shirley  was  fuperfeded  by  {^"J^ 
the  Earl  of  London  ;  but  the  fummer  pafled 
away  in  fruitlefs  labor  ;  whilft  the   French, 
by  their  fuperior  alertnefs,  befieged  and  took 
the  Englifh  fort  at  Ofwego  ;  and  the   regi- 
ments of  Shirley  and  Pepperell  who  garrifon- 
ed  it,  were  fent  prifoners  to  France.     During 
this  fummer,  the   Indians  killed  Lieutenant  oar,  sum- 
Mofes  Willard,  and  wounded  his  fon  at  Num-  ™™*££ 
ber-four  ;  and  took  Jofiah  Fofter,  with  his  Ietter«- 
wife  and  two    children,   from    Winchefler. 
They  alfo  wounded   Zebulon  Stebbins,    of 
Hinfdale,  who,  with  Reuben  Wright,difcover- 
ed  an  ambum,  and  prevented  the  captivity  of 
feveral  perfons  for  whom  the  Indians  were 
lying  in  wait. 

The  foldiers  of  New-Hampfhire  were  fo 
expert,  in  every  fervice  which  required  agili- 
ty, and  fo  habituated  to  fatigue  and  danger  ; 
that,  by  the  exprefs  delire  of  Lord  Loudon,  LOH  LO«- 
three    ranging  companies   were    formed  off00'*  MS* 

1 1  •         L     i    •         r  i        •  i        Ietlcrs- 

them  ;  who  continued  in  iervice  during  the 
winter  as  well  as  the  fummer.  The  com- 
mand of  thefe  companies  was  given  to  Ro- 
bert Rogers,  John  Stark,  and  William  Stark. 
They  were  eminently  ufeful  in  fcouring  the 
woods,  procuring  intelligence,  and  fkirmifh- 
ing  with  detached  parties  of  the  enemy. 
Thefe  companies  were  kept  during  the"  war, 
in  the  pay  of  the  Crown  ;  and  after  the  peace, 
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1756.    the  officers  were  allowed  half  pay  on  the 
Britim  eftablifhment. 

1^57  The  next  year,  another  Crown  Point  expe- 
dition was  projected  by  Lord  Loudon.  The 
Crown  was  at  the  expenfe  of  (lores  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  required  of  the  Colonies,  to  raife, 
arm,  clothe,  and  pay  their  quotas  of  men. 
Another  regiment  was  raifed  in  New-Hamp- 
{hire,  of  which  Meflerve  was  commander  ; 
who  went  to  Halifax  with  part  of  his  regi- 
ment, a  body  of  one  hundred  carpenters,  and 
the  three  companies  of  Rangers,  to  ferve  un- 
der Lord  Loudon,  whilft  the  other  part  of  the 
regiment  under  LieutenantColonelGofFe,was 
ordered  by  General  Webb,  who  command."  1 
at  the  weftward,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Earl 
of  Loudon,  to  rendezvous  at  Number-four. 
Before  their  arrival,  a  large  party  of  French 
and  Indians  attacked  the  mills  in  that  place, 

olcott,8     and  took  Sampfon  Colefax,  David  Farnfworth 

Ms.ietU*.  and  Thomas  Adams.  The  inhabitants,  hear- 
ing the  guns,  advanced  to  the  mills  ;  but  find- 
ing the  enemy  in  force,  prudently  retreated. 
The  enemy  burned  the  mills  ;  and  in  their 
retreat,  took  two  other  men,  who  were  coming 
in  from  hunting,  viz.  Thomas  Robins  and 
Afa  Spafford.  Farnfworth  and  Robins  re- 
turned ;  the  others  died  in  Canada. 

Goffe  with  his  men  marched  through  Num- 
ber-four and  joined  General  Webb  at  Albany; 
who  polled  them  at  fort  William  Henry,  near 
Lake  George,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Munroe,  of  the  thirty-fifth  Britifh  regiment. 
The  French  General  Montcalm,  at  the  head 
of  a  large  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  with 

A ^  a  train  of  artillery,  inverted  this  fort ;  and  in 

fix  days,  the  garrifon,  after  having  expended 
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ail  their  ammunition,  capitulated;  on  con-    1757. 
dition  that  they  fhould  not  ferve  againft  the  Aus-  * 
French  for  eighteen  months.     They  were  al- 
lowed the  honors  of  war,  and  were  to  be  e£- 
corted  by  the  French  troops  to  Fort  Edward, 
with  their    private    baggage.     The  Indians, 
who  ferved  in  this  expedition,  on  the  promife 
of  plunder,  were  enraged  at  the  terms  granted 
to  the  garnfon  ;  and,  as  they  marched  out 
unarmed,  fell  upon  them,  {tripped  them  na-  j^f^jT 
ked,  and  murdered  all  who  made  any  refift-  NO.  49. 
ance.     The  New-Hampmire  regiment  hap- 
pening to  be  in  the  rear,  felt  the  chief  fury  of 
the  enemy.     Out  of  two  hundred,  eighty 
were  killed  and  taken. 

This  melancholy  event  threw  the  whole 
country  into  the  deepefl  confirmation.  Webb, 
who  remained  at  Fort  Edward,  expecting  to 
be  there  attacked,  fent  exprefTes  to  all  the 
Provinces  for  reinforcements.  The  French, 
however,  did  not  purfue  their  advantage,  but 
returned  to  Canada.  A  reinforcement  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  was  raifed  in 
New-Hampfhire,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Thomas  Taili ;  which,  by  the  orders  MS,  t«t«rt 
of  General  Webb,  was  Rationed  at  Number- 
four.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  the  troops  werth* 
of  New-Ham  pfhire  occupied  that  important 
poft. 

Hitherto  the  war  had  been,  on  our  part, 
unfuccefsful.  The  great  expenfe,  the  fre- 
quent difappointments,  the  lofs  of  men,  of 
forts,  and  of  (lores,  were  very  difcouraging. 
The  enemy's  country  was  filled  with  prifon- 
ers,  and  fcalps,  private  plunder,  and  public 
(lores  and  provifions,  which  our  people,  as 
beads  of  burden,  had  conveyed  to  them. 
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1757.  Theie  reflections  were  tlie  diiinal  entertain- 
merit  of  the  winter.  The  next  fpring  called 
for  freili  exertions  ;  and  happily  for  America, 
the  Britifh  miniflry  had  been  changed,  and 
the  direction  of  the  war,  in  anfwer  to  the 
united  voice  of  the  people  of  England,  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  that  decifive  ilatefman 
WILLIAM  PITT. 

1  >7rg  In  his  circular  letter  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernors, he  afTiired  them ;  that  to  repair  the 
lofTes  and  difappointments  of  the  lad  inactive 
campaign,  it  was  determined  to  fend  a  for- 
midable force,  to  operate  by  fea  and  land,  a- 

ongioai  gainil  the  French  in  America  ;  and  he  called 
upon  them  to  raife  *  as  large  bodies  of  men, 

*  within  their  refpective  governments,  as  the 

*  number  of  inhabitants  might  allow  ;'  leav- 
ing it  to  them,  to  form  the  regiments  and  to 
appoint  officers  at  their  difcretion.     He  in- 
formed them  that  arms,  ammunition,  tents, 
provifions,  and  boats   would   be  furnifhed 
by  the  Crown  ;  and  he  required  the  Colo- 
nies to  levy,  clothe  and  pay  their  men  ;  a£- 
furing  them  that  recommendations  would  be 
made  to  Parliament  *  to  grant  them  a  com- 
penfation.' 

Governor's      Notwithftaiiding  their  former  lofles  and 
prodama-  difappointments.the  AfTembly  of New-Ham  p- 

tion,  April  *  .     .  *  .  .->    .  f 

i.  Ihire,  on  receiving  this  requmtion,  cheerfully 

voted  eight  hundred  men  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year.  The  regiment  commanded  by  Col. 
John  Hart,  marched  to  the  weflward,  and 
ferved  under  General  Abercrombie.  A  body 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  carpenters,  under 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  MefTerve,  embarked 
for  Louifbourg,  to  ferve  at  the  fecond  fiege 
of  that  fortrefs,  under  General  Amhcrft.  tin- 
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ppily  the  fmall  pox  broke  out  among  them,    1758. 
which  difabled   them  from  fervice  ;  all  but  Amherft.8 
fixteen  were  feized  at  once,  and  thefe  attend-  printed 

Bed  the  fick.     Mefferve*   and   his  eldeft  fon  f^'i 
died  of  this  fatal  diforder.     This   year  was 
remarkable  for  the  fecond  farrender  of  Louif- 
bourg  ;  the  unfortunate  attack  on  the   lines 
of  Ticonderoga,  where  Lord  Howe  was  kill- 
ed ;  the  taking  of  fort  Frontenac  by    Col. 
IBradftreet,  and   the  deflrudlion   of  fort  du 
Quefne    on  the    Ohio,    the    contention   for 
which,  began  the  war. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Indians  con- 
tinued to  infeft  the  frontiers.     At  Hinfdale, 
they  killed  Capt.  Moore,  and  his  fon,  took  his 
family,  and  burned  his  houfe.     At  Number-  Gay's  ,and 
four,  they  killed  Afahel  Stebbins,  and  took  MS  letter^ 
his    wife,  with   Ifaac  Parker  and   a  foldier. 
The  cattle  of  this  expofed  fettlement,  which 
fed  chiefly  in  the  woods,  at  a  diftance  from 
the  fort,  often  ferved  the  enemy  for  provi- 
fions. 

The  next  year,  a  fimilar  requifition  being 
made  by  Secretary  Pitt,  New-Hampfhire  raif- 
ed  a  thoufand  men  for  the  fervice,  who  were 
regimented  under  the  command  of  CoL  Zac- 
cheus  Lovewell,  fon  of  the  famous  partifan, 
who  loft  his  life  at  Pigwacket.  This  regi- 
ment joined  the  army  at  the  weflward,  and 
ferved  under  General  Amherft  in  the  aftual 
reduction  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 

*  Colonel  Meflerve\  was  a  gentleman  of  a  fine  mechanical  genius.  Be- 
ing a  ftipwright  by  profcffion,  he  attained  to  eminence  in  his  htifinels, 
and  ?.cqnired  a  handfon  «  for?  erne.  His  moral  and  focial  charadler  was 
cnblemifhcd,  anH^  in  the  military  line,  he  was  highly  rtf^e<Sed.  The  iiarl 
of  Loudon  had  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  fntrit,  as  to  prtfent  him  a  piece  of  plate, 
with  an  iufcription,  ackovyle^ging  'his  capacity,  fidelity,  and  ready  difpo- 
*  Ction/  in  the  fervice  of  his  country.' 

NswHavpfiure  Gftzettc3  No.  97; 
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1759.  and  in  building  a  new  fortrefs  at  the  lafi 
place.  The  fuccefs  of  this  fummer  was  bril- 
liant, beyond  former  example.  The  French 
fort  at  Niagara  fur  rendered  to  General  John- 
fon  ;  and  the  flrong  city  of  Quebec  was  ta- 
ken by  the  Britifh  troops  under  General 
Wolfe,  who,  with  the  French  General  Mont- 
ealm,  was  flain  in  the  decifive  battle. 

When  the  Britifh  arms  had  obtained  a  de- 
cided fuperiority  over  the  French,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  chaftife  the  Indians  who  had  com- 
mitted fo  many  devaluations  on  the  frontiers 
of  New-England.  Major  Robert  Rogers  was 
* Io'  difpatched  from  Crown  Point,  by  General 
Amherft,  with  about  two  hundred  rangers, 
to  deilroy  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Francis. 
After  a  fatiguing  march  of  twenty-one  davs, 
he  came  within  fight  of  the  place,  which  he 
difcovered  from  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  halted 
oa.  3,  his  men  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles.  In 
]J|;rfg™p"  the  evening,  he  entered  the  village  in  difguife 
zme,  NO,  with  two  of  his  officers.  The  Indians  were 
engaged  in  a  grand  dance,  and  he  paffed 
through  them  undifcovered.  Having  form- 
ed his  men  into  parties,  and  polled  them  to 
advantage  ;  he  made  a  general  affault,  juft 
before  day,  whilft  the  Indians  were  afleep. 
They  were  fo  completely  furprifed  that  little 
refiftance  could  be  made.  Some  were  killed 
in  their  houfes  ;  and  of  thofe  who  attempt- 
ed to  flee,  many  were  fliot  or  tomahawked  by 
parties  placed  at  the  avenues.  The  dawn  of 
day  difclofed  a  horrid  fcene  ;  and  an  edge 
was  given  to  the  fury  of  the  aflailants  by  the 
fight  of  feveral  hundred  fcalps  of  their  coun- 
trymen, elevated  on  poles,  and  waving  in  the 
air.  This  village  had  been  enriched  with 
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trie  plunder  of  the  frontiers  and  the  fale  of 
captives.  The  houfes  were  well  furnifhed., 
and  the  church  was  adorned  with  plate.  The 
fuddennefs  of  the  attack,  and  the  fear  of  a 
purfuit,  did  not  allow  much  time  for  pillage; 
but  the  rangers  brought  off  fuch  things  as 
were  moft  convenient  for  tranfportation  ; 
among  which  were  about  two  hundred  guin- 
eas in  money,  a  lilver  image  weighing  ten 
pounds,  a  large  quantity  of  wampum  and 
clothing.  Having  fet  fire  to  the  village, 
Rogers  made  his  retreat  up  the  river  St.  Fran- 
cis, intending  that  his  men  fliould  rendezvous 
at  the  upper  Cohos,  on  Connecticut  river. 
They  took  with  them  five  Englifh  prifoners, 
whom  they  found  at  St.  Francis,  and  about 
twenty  Indians  ;  but  thefe  laft  they  difmiff- 
ed.  Of  the  rangers,  one  man  only  was  kill- 
ed ;  and  fix  or  feven  were  wounded.  In  their 
retreat,  they  were  purfued,  and  loft  feven 
men.  They  kept  in  a  body  for  about  ten 
days,  pafling  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  lake  Mem- 
frimagog,  and  then  fcattered.  Some  found 
their  way  to  Number-four,  after  having  dif- 
fered much  by  hunger  and  fatigue.  Others 
perillied  in  the  woods,  and  their  bones  were 
found  near  Connecticut  river,  by  the  people, 
who  after  feveral  years  began  plantations  at 
the  Upper  Cohos. 

After  the  taking  of  Quebec,  the  remainder 
of  the  feafon  was  too  fliort  to  complete  the 
reduction  of  Canada.  The  next  dimmer 
General  Amherft  made  preparations  to  ap- 
proach Montreal,  by  three  different  routes  ; 
intending,  with  equal  prudence  and  human- 
ity, to  finim  the  conqueft,  without  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood.  For  the  fervice  of  this  year. 
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eight  hundred  men  were  raifed  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  put  under  the  command  of 
Col.  John  Goffe.  They  marched,  as  ufual,  to 
Number-four  ;  but  inflead  of  taking  the  old 
route,  to  Albany,  they  cut  a  road*  throiigh 
the  woods,  directly  toward  Crown  Point.  In 
this  work  they  made  fuch  difpatch,  as  to  join 
that  part  of  the  army  which  Amherfl  had 
left  at  Crown  Point,  twelve  days  before  their 
embarkation.  They  proceeded  down  the 
lake,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Haviland. 
The  enemy  made  fome  refiflance  at  Ifle  au 
Noix,  which  flopped  their  progrefs  for  fbme 
days,  and  a  few  men  were  loft  on  both  fides. 
But  this  poft  being  deferted,  the  forts  of  St. 
John  and  Chamblee  became  an  eafy  conqueft, 

Sept.  8.  and  finally  Montreal  capitulated.  This  event 
finifhed  the  campaign,  and  crowned  Amherft 
with  deferved  laurels. 

Whilfh  the  New-Hampfliire  regiment  was 
employed  in  cutting  the  new  road  ;  figns  of 
hovering  Indians  were  frequently  difcovered, 
though  none  were  actually  feen.  But  they 
took  the  family  of  Jofeph  Willard,from  Num- 

oicott's  ber-four,  and  carried  them  into  Montreal,  jufi 
before  it  was  invefted  by  the  Britim  army. 

The  conquefl  of  Canada,  gave  peace  to  the 
frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire,  after  a  turbu- 
lent fcene  of  fifteen  years  ;  in  which,  with 
very  little  intermiffion,  they  had  been  dif- 
treffed  by  the  enemy.  Many  captives  return- 

*  This  new  road  began  at  Wentworth's  ferry,  two  miles  above  the 
fort  at  No.  4.  and  was  cut  26  miles  ;  at  the  end  of  which,  they  found  a 
path,  made  the  year  before  ;  in  which  they  paffed  over  ths  mountains,  to 
Otter  Creek  ;  where  they  found  a  good  road,  which  ltd  to  Crown  Point. 
Their  (lores  were  brought  in  waggons,  as  far  as  the  a6  miles  exfended  ; 
and  then  tranfported  on  horfes  over  the  mountains.  A  drove  of  cattle  for 
the  fupply  of  the  army  went  from  No.  4,  by  this  route,  to  Crown  Point. 
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ed  to  their  homes ;  and  friends  who  had  long  1760, 
been  feparated,  embraced  each  other  in  peace. 
The  joy  was  heightened  by  this  coniideration, 
that  the  country  of  Canada,  being  fubdued, 
could  no  longer  be  a  fource  of  terror  and  dif- 
trefs. 

The  expenfe  of  this  war,  was  paid  by  a  pa- 
per currency.  Though  an  acl  of  Parliament 
was  palled  in  1751,  prohibiting  the  Gover- 
nors, from  giving  their  affent  to  acts  of  Af- 
fembly,  made  for  iuch  a  purpofe  ;  yet  by  a 
provifo,  extraordinary  emergencies  were  ex- 
cepted.  Governor  Wentworth  was  flow  to 
take  advantage  of  this  provifo,  and  conilrued 
the  acl  in  a  more  rigid  fenfe  than  others  ; 
but  his  friend  Shirley  helped  him  out  of  his 
difficulties.  In  17,55  paper  bills  were  iilued 
under  the  denomination  of  new  tenor  ;  of 
which,  fifteen  {hillings  were  equal  in  value 
to  one  dollar.  Of  this  currency,  the  foldiers 
were  promifed  thirteen  pounds  ten  millings 
per  month  ;  but  it  depreciated  fo  much  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year,  that  in  the  mufter 
rolls,  their  pay  was  made  up  at  fifteen  pounds. 
In  175G  there  was  another  emiffion  from  the 
fame  plates,  and  their  pay  was  eighteen 
pounds.  In  1757,  it  was  twenty-five  pounds. 
In  1758,  they  had  twenty-feven  millings  ^^ 
fterling.  In  the  three  fucceeding  years,  they 
had  thirty  millings  fterling,  befides  a  bounty 
at  the  time  of  their  inliftment,  equal  to  one 
month's  pay.  At  length  fterling  money  be- 
came the  ftandard  of  all  contracts  ;  and 
though  the  paper  continued  palling  as  a  cur- 
rency, its  value  was  regulated  by  the  price  of 
filver,  and  the  courfe  of  exchange. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  as  a  fignal  fa- 
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1760.  vor  of  divine  Providence  ;  that  during  this 
war,  the  feafons  were  fruitful,  and  the  Colo- 
nies were  able  to  fupply  their  own  troops  with 
provifions,  and  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies 
with  refrefhments  of  every  kind  which  they 
needed.  No  fooner  were  the  operations  of 
the  war  in  the  northern  Colonies  clofed,  than 
two  years  of  fcarcity  fucceeded  ;  (1761  and 
1762)  in  which  the  drought  of  fummer  was 
fo  fevere,  as  to  cut  fliort  the  crops,  and  ren- 
der fupplies  from  abroad  abfolutely  neceffary. 
Had  this  calamity  attended  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding years  of  the  war,  the  diftrefs  miift 
have  been  extreme,  both  at  "home  and  in  the 
camp.  During  the  drought  of  1761,  a  fire 
raged  in  the  woods,  in  the  towns  of  Barring- 
ton  and  Rochefler,  and  pafled  over  into  the 
county  of  York,  burning  with  irrefiftible  fu- 
ry for  feveral  weeks,  and  was  not  extingui Hi- 
ed till  a  plentiful  rain  fell,  in  Auguft.  An 
immenfe  quantity  of  the  befl  timber  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  this  conflagration. 

For  the    fucceeding  part   of  the   war,   a 

1762.  fmaller  body  of  men  was  required  to  garrifon 
the  new  conquefts  ;  whilft  the  Britifh  troops 
were  employed  in  the  Weft  India  illands. 
The  fuccefs  which  attended  their  operations 
in  that  quarter,  brought  the  war  to  a  conclu- 
fion  ;  and  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  though 
many  of  the  conquered  places  were  reilored, 
yet,  the  whole  continent  of  North  America 
remained  to  the  Britiih  Crown,  and  the  Colo- 
nies received  a  reimburfement  of  their  ex- 
penfes. 

The  war  being  clofed,  a  large  and  valuable 
tract  of  country,  fituated  between  New-Eng- 
land, New- York  and  Canada,  was  fecured  to 
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the  Britifh  dominions  ;  and  it  became  the    1762, 
intereft  of  the  Governors  of  both  the  royal 
Provinces  of  New-Hampihire  and  New- York, 
to  vie  with  each  other,  in  granting  this  terri- 
tory and  receiving  the  emoluments   arifing 
from  this  lucrative  branch  of  their  refpective 
offices.     The  feeds   of  a  controverfy  on  this 
fubjecl  had  been  already  fown.     During  the 
ihort  peace  which   followed  the  preceding 
war,  Governor  Wentworth  wrote  to  Govern-    1749^ 
or  Clinton,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  Nov. 
the  King, to  grant  the  unimproved  lands  with- 

,  .  ,  Coancil 

an  his  government ;  that  the  war  had  prevent-  minutes, 
ed  that  progrefs,  which  he    had  hoped  for  in 
this  bufinefs  ;  but  that  the  peace  had  induced 
many  people,  to  apply  for  grants  in  the  weft- 
ern  parts  of  New-Hampihire,  which  might  N  york 
fall  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New-York.  He  printed 
communicated  to   him  a  paragraph   of  his  A 
commiffion,  difcribing  the  bounds  of  New-  No-  3- 
Hampfhire,  and  requefled  of  him  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  bounds  of  New- York.     Before  he 
received  any  anfwer  to  this  letter  ;  Went- 
worth, prefuming  that  New-Hamplliire  ought 
to  extend  as  far  weflward  as  MafTachufetts  ; 
that  is  to  the  diflance  of  twenty  miles  eaft 
from  Hudfon's  river,  granted  a  townfliip,  fix 
miles    fquare,    called    Bennington  ;    fituate 
twenty-four  miles  eafl  of  Hudfon's  river,  and    17501 
fix  miles  north  of  the  line  of  Maflachufetts. 
Clinton  having  laid   Wentworth's  letter  be- 
fore the  Council  of  New- York  ;  by  their  ad-  fh!re  b^k" 
vice   anfwered  him,    that  the   Province    pf 
New- York  was  bounded  eaflerly  by  Connec- 
ticut river.      This  claim  was  founded  on  a 
grant  of  King  Charles  the  fecond  ;  in  which, 
'all  the  land  from  the  weft  fide  of  Connect^ 
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1750.  *  cut  river,  to  the  eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay,' 
was  conveyed  to  his  brother  James,  Duke  of 
York  ;  by  whofe  elevation  to  the  throne, 
the  fame  tract  merged  in  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land,and  defcended  at  the  Revolution  to  King 
William  and  his  fucceflbrs.  The  Province  of 
New-York  had  formerly  urged  this  claim 
againft  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ;  but  for 
prudential  reafons  had  conceded  that  the 
bounds  of  that  Colony  ftiould  extend,  as  far 
as  a  line  drawn  twenty  miles  eaft  of  Hud- 
fon's  river.  The  like  extent  was  demanded 
by  Maflachufetts  ;  and,  though  New-York 
affected  to  call  this  demand  *  an  intrufion,' 
and  ftrenuoufly  urged  their  right  to  extend 
eaftward  to  Connecticut  river  ;  yet  the  origi- 
nal grant  of  MafTachufetts,  being  prior  to  that 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  a  barrier  which 
could  not  eaiily  be  broken.  Thefe  reafons, 
however,  it  was  faid,  could  be  of  no  avail  to 
the  caufe  of  New-Hampfhire,  whofe  firft  lim- 
its, as  defcribed  in  Mafon's  patent,  did  not 
reach  to  Connecticut  river  ;  and  whofe  late 
extent,  by  the  fettlement  of  the  lines  in  1741, 
was  no  farther  weft  ward  than  '  till  it  meets 
*  with  the  King's  other  governments.'  Though 
it  was  agreed,  between  the  two  Governors,  to 
iiibmit  the  point  in  controverfy  to  the  King  ; 
yet  the  Governor  of  New-Ham pihire,  contin- 
ued to  make  grants,  on  the  weftern  fide  of 
Connecticut  river,  till  1 754  ;  when  the  re- 
newal  of  hoftilities  not  only  put  a  flop  to  ap~ 

1754.    plications  ;  but  prevented  any  determination 
of  the  controverfy  by  the  Crown. 

During  the  war,  the  continual  paffing  of 
troops  through  thofe  lands,  caufed  the  value 
of  them  to  be  more  generally  known  ;  and 
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when  by  the  conquefl  of  Canada,  tranquillity  1754* 
was  reftored,  they  were  eagerly  fought  by 
adventurers  and  fpeculators.  Wentworth 
availed  himfelf  of  this  golden  opportunity, 
and  by  advice  of  his  Council^  ordered  a  fur- 
vey  to  be  made  of  Connecticut  river  for  fix- 
ty  miles,  and  three  lines  of  townfhips  on  i^ 
each  fide,  to  be  laid  out,  As  applications  in- 
creafed,  the  furveys  were  extended.  Town-  Ju]y  *• 
fliips  of  fix  miles  fquare  were  granted  to  va- 
rious petitioners  ;  and  fo  rapidly  did  this 
work  go  on^  that  during  the  year  1761,  not 
lefs  than  fixty  townfhips  were  granted  on  the 
weft,  and  eighteen  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river. 
Befides  the  fees  and  prefents  for  thefe  grants,  ' 
which  were  undefined  ;  a  refervation  was 
made  for  the  Governor,  of  five  hundred 
acres  in  each  townfhip  ;  and  of  lots  for  pub- 
lic purpofes.  Thefe  refervations  were  clear  Ms.'nf°n'' 
of  all  fees  and  charges.  The  whole  number 
of  grants  on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  river, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight ; 
and  the  extent  was  from  Connecticut  river  to 
twenty  miles  eaft  of  Hudfon,  as  far  as  that 
river  extended  northerly  ;  and  after  that, 
\veftward  to  Lake  Champlain.  The  rapid 
progrefs  of  thefe  grants  filled  the  coffers  of 
the  Governor.  Thofe  who  had  obtained  the 
grants  were  feeking  purchafers  in  all  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  ;  whilfh  the  original 
inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire,  to  whom 
thefe  lands  had  formerly  been  promifed,  as  a 
reward  for  their  merit  in  defending  the  coun- 
try, were  overlooked  in  the  diftribution  ;  un- 
lefs  they  were  difpofed  to  apply  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  perfons  from  abroad  ;  or  unlefs 
they  happened  to  be  in  favor.  When  re- 
G  c 
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1763.    monftrances  were  made  to  the  Governor  on 

informa-     this  fubje6l,  his  aiifwcr  was,  that  the  people 

ilte  pf  on-  °f  tne  °ld  towns  had  been  formerly  compli- 

man  and     mented  with  grants  in   Chichefter,  Barnfted 

and  Gilmantown,  which  they  had  neglected 

to  improve  ;  and  that  the  new  grantees  were 

better  hufbandmen  and  would  promote   the 

cultivation  of  the  Province. 

The  paffion  for  occupying  new  lands  rofe 
to  a  great  height.  Theie  tracts  were  filled 
with  emigrants  from  MaiTachufetts  and  Con- 
necticut. Population  and  cultivation  began 
to  increafe  with  a  rapidity  hitherto  un- 
known ;  and  from  this  time  may  be  dated 
the  flouriihing  (late  of  New-Hampfhire ; 
which  before  had  been  circumfcribed  and 
flinted  in  its  growth,  by  the  continual  dan- 
ger of  a  fa v age  enemy. 

The  grants   on   the   weftern  fide  of  Con- 
necticut river,   alarmed   the  government  of 
New- York  ;  who,  by  their  agent,  made  appli- 
cation to    the   Crown,  reprefenting  '  that  it 
AI-  '  would  be  greatly   to  the  advantage  of  the 
™?  7  4, c  people  fettled  on  thofe  lands,  to  be  annexed 
page  r.      <  to  New-York  ;'  and  fubmitting  the  caufe  to 
the  royal  decifion.     In  the  mean  time,  a  pro- 
Dec,  a  a.     clamation  was  iffued  by  Lieutenant  Governor 
Golden,  reciting  the  grant  of  King  Charles 
to  the  Duke  of  York  ;  afferting  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  New- York  as  far  eaflward  as  Connec- 
ticut river  ;  and  enjoining  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Albany,  to  return  the  names  of  all 
peribns,  who,  under  color  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire   grants,  held  poffeffion  of  lands  weft- 
ward  of  that  river.     This  was  anfwered  by  a 
March  13.  prociarnation  of  Governor  Wentworth,  de- 
claring the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  be 
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blete,  and  that  the  weftern  bounds  of  1764. 
New-Hampfhire  were  co-extenfive  with  thofe 
of  Maflachufetts  and  Connecticut ;  encou- 
raging the  grantees  to  maintain  their  poiTef- 
ftons,  and  cultivate  their  lands  ;  and  com- 
manding civil  officers  to  execute  the  laws  and 
unifh  difturbers  of  the  peace. 

The  application  from  New- York  was  re-  juiy  2a 
ferred  to  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and  vipon 
their  reprefentation,  feconded  by  a  report  of 
a  committe  of  the  privy  council,  an  order 
was  parTed,  by  the  King  in  Council ;  declar- 
ing '  the  weftern  banks  of  Connecticut  river> 
'  from  where  it  enters  the  Province  of  Mafla- 

*  chufetts  Bay,  as  far  north  as  the  forty-fifth 

*  degree  of  latitude,  TO  BE  the  boundary 

*  line,  between  the   two  Provinces  of  New- 
6  Hampfhire  and  New- York.' 

This  decree,  like  many  other  judicial  de- 
terminations, while  it  clofed  one  controverfy, 
opened  another.  The  jurifdiclion  of  the 
Governor  of  New-Hamplhire,  and  his  power 
of  granting  land,  were  circumfcribed  by  the 
weftern  bank  of  Connecticut  river  ;  but  the 
grantees  of  the  foil,found  themfelves  involved 
in  a  difpute  with  the  government  of  New- 
York.  From  the  words  TO  BE,  in  the  royal 
declaration,  two  very  oppoiite  concluiions 
were  drawn.  The  government  fuppofed 
them  to  refer  to  the  time  paft,  and  conftrued 
them  as  a  declaration  that  the  river  always 
had  betn  the  eaftern  limits  of  New- York  ; 
confequently,  that  the  grants  made  by  the 
Governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  were  invalid, 
and  that  the  lands  might  be  granted  again. 
The  grantees  underftood  the  words  in  the  fu- 
ture tenfe,  as  declaring  Connecticut  river 


244  HISTORY  OF 

1764.  from  that  time  to  be  the  line  of  jurifdicliori 
only,  between  the  two  provinces  ;  confe- 
quently  that  their  grants,  being  derived  from 
the  Crown,  through  the  medium  of  one  of  its 
Governors,  were  valid.  To  the  jurifdidlion, 
they  would  have  quietly  fubmitted,  had  no 
attempt  been  made  to  wreft  from  them  their 
poffeffions.  Thefe  oppofite  opinions,  proved 
a  fource  of  litigation  for  ten  fuceeeding  years ; 
but,  as  this  controverfy  belongs  to  the  hiftory 
of  New- York,  it  is  difrniffed,  with  one  re- 
mark only.  That  though  it  was  carried  on 
with  a  degree  of  virulence,  unfriendly  to  the 
progrefs  of  civilization  and  hvimanity,  with- 
in the  difputed  territory  ;  yet  it  called  into 
action,  a  fpirit  of  vigorous  felf  defence,  and 
hardy  enterprife,  which  prepared  the  nerves 
of  that  people  for  encountering  the  dangers 
of  a  revolution,  more  extenliye  and  bene- 
ficial. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE,  245 


CHAP,  XXIIL 


Beginning  */"  tfo  controverfi   it'///?    Great-Britain.     Stamp  afi. 
Resignation  of  BRNNING   I 


FROM  the  earlieft  eftablilhment  of 
the  American  Colonies,  a  jealoufy  of  their 
independence  had  exiited  among  the  people 
of  Great-Britain.  At  firit,  this  apprehenlion 
was  perhaps  no  more  than  a  conjecture  found*- 
ed  on  the  viciiTkude  of  human  affairs,  or  on 
their  knowledge  of  thole  emigrants  who  came 
away  from  England,  dilguited  with  the  abu- 
live  treatment  which  they  had  endured  at 
home.  But  from  whatever  caufe  it  arofe,  it 
was  ttrengthenecl  by  age  ;  and  the  conduct 
of  the  Britilh  government  toward  America, 
was  frequently  influenced  by  it.  In  the 
reign  of  James  the  firft,  *  Speculative  reafon- 

*  ers  raifed  objections  to  the  planting  of  thele 

*  Colonies  ;  and  foretold,  that  after  draining 
'  the  mother   country  of  inhabitants,    they 
'  would  lhake  off  her  yoke  and  erect  an  in- 

*  dependent  government,'  Some  traces  of  this 
jealoufy  appeared  in  every  fucceeding  reign,  Seevol 
not  excepting  that  of  William,  whom  Amer- 
ica, as  well  as  Britain,  was  proud    to  Ityle 

*  our  great  deliverer.'     But  it  became  molt 
evident,  and  began  to  produce  its  moft  perni- 
cious effects,  at  a  time  when   there  was  the 
lealt  reafon  for  indulging  the  idea. 

During  the  adniiniltration  of  PITT,  a  lib- 
eral kind  of  policy  had  been  adopted  toward 
the  Colonies;  which  being  crowned  with  ilic- 
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cefs,  had  attached  us*  more  firmly  than  ever, 
to  the  kingdom  of  Britain.  We  were  proud 
of  our  connexion  with  a  nation  whofe  flag 
was  triumphant  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe; 
and  by  whofe  affiflance  we  had  been  deliver- 
ed from  the  danger  of  our  mod  formidable 
enemies,  the  French  in  Canada.  The  accef- 

1760.  fion  of  George  the  third,  at  this  critical  and 
important  era,  was  celebrated  here,  with  as 
true  a  zeal  and  loyalty,  as  in  any  part  of  his 
dominions.  We  were  fond  of  repeating  every 
plaudit,  which  the  ardent  affection  of  the 
Britifh  nation  beftowed  on  a  young  monarch, 
fifing  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  and  pro- 
feffing  to  *  glory  in  the  name  of  Briton.'  At 
fuch  a  time,  nothing  could  have  been  more 
eafy,  than  by  purfuing  the  fyftem  of  com- 
mercial regulation,  already  eftabliflied,  and 
continuing  the  indulgencies  which  had  been 
allowed,  to  have  drawn  the  whole  profit  of 
our  labor  and  trade,  into  the  hands  of  Britifh 
merchants  and  manufacturers.  This  would 
have  prevented  a  fpirit  of  enterprife  in  the 
Colonies,  and  kept  us  in  as  complete  fubjec- 
tion'and  dependence,  as  the  moft  fanguine 
friend  of  the  Britifh  nation  could  have  wifhed. 

1763,  We  had,  among  ourfelves,  a  fet  of  men, 
who,  ambitious  of  perpetuating  the  rank  of 
their  families,  were  privately  feeking  the  e£- 
tablifhment  of  an  American  Nobility  ;  out  of 
which,  an  intermediate  branch  of  legiflation, 
between  the  royal  and  democratic  powers, 
mould  be  appointed.  Plans  were  drawn,  and 
prefented  to  the  Britifh  miniflry,  for  new 

*  Though  it  may  be  accounted  a  deviation  from  the  proper  ftylc  of  hif- 
tory,  for  the  author  to  fpcak  in  the  firft  pcrfofi  ;  yet  he  hopes  to  be  excuf- 
fl  in  cxprefling  the  feelings  of  an  American-,  whilll  he  relates  the  hiftory 
ojf  his  own  time,  and  his  own  country. 
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modeling  our  governments,  and  reducing 
their  powers  ;  whilft  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment ihould  be  rendered  abfolute  and  im- 
perial. The  military  Gentlemen  of  Britain, 
who  had  ferved  here  in  the  war,  and  on  whom, 
a  prof ufion  of  grateful  attention  had  been  be- 
ftowed,  carried  home  reports  of  our  wealth  ; 
whilft  the  fons  of  our  merchants  and  planters, 
who  went  to  England  for  their  education, 
exhibited  fpecimens  of  prodigality  which  con- 
firmed the  idea.  During  the  war,  there  had 
been  a  great  influx  of  money ;  and  at  the 
concluiion  of  it,  Britiih  goods  were  largely 
imported ;  by  which  means,  the  cam  went 
back  again  with  a  rapid  circulation. 

In  no  age,  perhaps,  excepting  that  in  which 
Rome  loft  her  liberty,  was  the  Ipirit  of  venal- 
ity  and  corruption  fo  prevalent  as  at  this  time,  v* l^- 
in  Britain.  Exhauiled  by  a  long  war,  and  P 
difgraced  by  a  peace  which  deprived  her  of 
her  moft  valuable  conquefls,  the  national  fup- 
plies  were  inadequate  to  the  continual  drain 
of  the  exchequer.  A  new  miniftry,  raifed 
on  the  ruin  of  that  by  which  America  was 
conquered  and  fecurecl,  looked  to  this  coun- 
try as  a  fource  of  revenue.  But,  neglecting 
the  *  principles  of  law  and  polity,'  which  had  Bernard7* 
been  early  fuggefted  to  them  by  an  officious  [f^f let' 
correfpondent ;  and  by  which  they  might 
have  gradually  and  filently  extended  their 
fyftem  of  corruption  into  America;  they  plan- 
ned meafures  by  which  they  fuppofed  an  ad- 
dition to  the  revenues  of  Britain  might  be 
drawn  from  America  ;  and  the  pretence  was, 
c  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  protecting,  defend- 
'  ing  and  fecuring  it.'  The  fallacy  of  this 
pretence  was  eafily  feen.  If  we  had  not  done 
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1 763.  our  part  toward  the  protection  and  defenc£ 
of  our  country,  why  were  our  expenditures 
reimburfed  by  Parliament  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  during  the  whole  war,  we  had  exerted 
ourfelves  beyond  our  ability ;  relying  on  a 
promife  from  a  Secretary  of  State,  that  it 
fliould  be  recommended  to  Parliament  to  make 
us  compenfation.  It  was  recommended;  the 
compenfation  was  honorably  granted,  and 
gratefully  received.  The  idea  of  drawing 
that  money  from  us  again  by  taxes  to  repay 
the  charges  of  our  former  defence,  wras  unjuft 
and  inconfiftent.  If  the  new  conquefts  need- 
ed protection  or  defence,  thofe  who  reaped 
the  gain  of  their  commerce,  or  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  grants  and  offices  within  thofe  ter- 
ritories, might  be  required  to  contribute  their 
aid.  Notwithstanding  this  pretext,  it  was  our 
opinion,  that  the  grand  object  was  to  provide 
for  dependents,  and  to  extend  the  corrupt  and 
venal  principle  of  crown  influence,  through 
every  part  of  the  Britiih  dominions.  How- 
ever artfull;  it  was  thrown  out,  that  the  rev^ 
enue  to  be  drawn  from  us  would  eafe  the  tax- 
es of  our  brethren  in  Britain,  or  diminifli  the 
load  of  national  debt ;  it  was  not  eafy  for  us 
to  believe  that  the  miniftry  had  either  of  thefe 
objects  fmcerely  in  contemplation.  But  if 
it  had  been  ever  fo  equitable  that  we  fliould 
contribute  to  difcharge  the  debt  of  the  nation, 
incurred  by  the  preceding  war  ;  we  fuppofed 
that  the  monopoly  and  control  of  our  com- 
merce, which  Britain  enjoyed,  was  a  full 
equivalent  for  all  the  advantages,  which  we 
reaped  from  our  political  connexion  with  her. 
The  fame  gazette,  which  contained  the  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace,  announced  the  inten- 
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tions  of  the  Britifh  mini  dry  to  quarter  troops  1763. 
in  America,  and  fupport  them  at  our  expenfe.  JJ;"^" 
The  money  was  to  be  raifed  by  a  duty  on  May  27. 
foreign  fugar  and  molafTes,  and  by  (lamps  on 
all  papers  legal  and  mercantile.  Thefe  in- 
tentions were  at  firft  thrown  out  in  the  form 
of  refolves,  and  afterward  digefled  into  acts 
of  Parliament.  The  firfl  of  thefe  acts,  re- 
flricling  the  intercourfe  which  the  American 
Colonies  had  enjoyed  with  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  caufed  a  general  uneafinefs  and  fuf- 
picion,  but  was  viewed  as  a  regulation  of 
trade,  and  was  fubmitted  to,  though  with  re- 
luctance. The  effect  of  this  act  was  to  call 
forth  a  fpirit  of  frugality,  particularly  in  the 
introduction  of  a  lefs  expenfive  mode  of  con- 
ducting funerals.  Petitions  and  remonftran- 
ces  were  fent  to  England  by  fome  of  the  Col-  *  «"• 
onies  ;  but  inflead  of  any  redrefs,  a  new  act 
of  Parliament  was  made  for  railing  a  reve- 
nue by  a  general  ftamp  duty  through  all  the 
American  Colonies.  The  true  friends  of  con- 
flitutional  liberty  now  faw  their  deareft  in- 
terefts  in  danger  ;  from  an  afTumption  of 
power  in  the  parent  ftate  to  give  and  grant 
the  property  of  the  colonifts  at  their  pleafure. 
Even  thofe  who  had  been  feeking  alterations 
in  the  colonial  governments,  and  an  eflablifli- 
ment  of  hereditary  honors,  plainly  faw  that 
the  miniflry  were  deiirous  of  plucking  the 
fruit,  before  they  had  grafted  the  flock  on  ters- 
which  it  mufl  grow.  To  render  the  new  act 
lefs  odious  to  us,  fome  of  our  fellow  citizens 
were  appointed  to  diflribute  the  ftamped  pa- 
per, which  was  prepared  in  England  and 
brought  over  in  bales.  The  framers  of  the 
act  boafted  that  it  was  fo  contrived  as  to  ex- 
H  H- 
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1765.  ectite  itfelf ;  becaufe  no  writing  could  be 
deemed  legal  without  the  ftamp  ;  and  all 
controverfies  which  might  arife,  were  to  be 
determined  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  by  a 
fingle  judge,  entirely  dependent  on  the 
Crown. 

This  direcl  and  violent  attack  on  our  dear- 
eft  privileges  at  firft  threw  us  into  a  filent 
gloom  ;  and  we  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed. 
To  fubmit,  was  to  rivet  the  (hackles  of  ilave- 
ry  on  ourfelves  and  our  po fieri  ty.  To  re- 
volt, was  to  rend  afunder  the  moft  endearing 
connexion,  and  hazard  the  refentment  of  a 

Ma  28  powerful  nation.  In  this  dilemma,  the  Houfe 
of  BurgefTes  in  Virginia,  paiTed  fome  fpirited 
refolves,  afferting  the  rights  of  their  country, 
and  denying  the  claim  of  parliamentary  tax- 
ation. The  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts  pro- 

juoe  6.  pofed  a  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  each  Col- 
ony, to  confult  upon  our  common  intereft,as 
had  frequently  be-en  practifed  in  times  of 
common  danger.  Several  fpeeches  made  in 
Parliament  by  oppofers  of  the  {lamp-act 
were  reprinted  here  ;  in  one  of  which  the 

Col.  Barre,  Americans  were  ftyled  *  Sons  of  liberty,'  and 
the  fpeaker  ventured,  from  his  perfonal 
knowledge  of  this  country,  to  foretel  our  op- 
pofition  to  the  act. 

The  {pint  of  the  Virginian  refolves,  like  an 
electric  fpark,  diffufed  itfelf  inflantly  and 
imiverfally  ;  and  the  cautious  propofal  of 
MafTachufetts  was  generally  approved.  The 
anxious  mind,  refting  on  the  bold  affertion  of 
conflitutional  rights,  looked  forward  with 
pleafure,  to  the  time  when  an  American  Con- 
grefs would  unite  in  a  fuccefsful  defence  of 
them.  The  title  *  Sons  of  liberty,'  was  ea- 
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adopted  by  aiTociations  in  every  Colony ;  1765< 
determining  to  carry  into  execution  the  pre- 
diction of  him,  who  with  fuch  noble  energy, 
had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  our  freedom.  They 
began  the  oppofltion  at  Bofton  ;  by  publicly 
exhibiting  effigies  of  the  enemies  of  America, 
and  obliging  the  ftamp-officer  to  refign  his 
employment.  The  popular  commotions  in 
that  town  were  afterward  carried  to  an  un- 
juftifiabie  excefs  ;  but  the  fpiric  of  oppofi- 
tion  animated  the  body  of  the  people  in  every 
Colony. 

The  perfon  appointed  diftributor  of  ftamp* 
for  New-Hampihire,  was  George  Meflerve, 
fon  of  the  late  Colonel,  who  died  at  Louif- 
bourg.  He  received  his  appointment  in  Eng- 
land, and  foon  after  embarked  for  America, 
and  arrived  at  Bofton.  Before  he  landed,  he  sept,  9. 
was  informed  of  the  oppofition  which  was 
making  to  the  act ;  and  that  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people  if  he  would  refign, 
which  he  readily  did,  and  they  welcomed 
him  on  more.  An  exhibition  of  effigies  at  s€pt.  i%. 
Portfmouth  had  prepared  the  minds  of  the 
people  there  for  his  reception ;  and  at  his  Sept*  l! 
coming  to  town  he  made  a  fecond  reiignation, 
on  the  parade,  before  he  went  to  his  own 
houfe.  This  was  accepted  with  the  ufual 
falutation  ;  and  every  one  appeared  to  be  fat-  Sept.  30. 
isfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  popular  meaf- 
ures.  Soon  after,  the  ftamped  paper  deftined 
for  New-Hampfhire  arrived  at  Bofton  in  the 
fame  veflel  with  that  intended  for  Maffachu- 
fetts  ;  but  there  being  no  perfon  in  either 
Province  who  had  any  concern  with  it,  it  was, 
by  order  of  Governor  Bernard,  lodged  in  the 
caftle. 
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1765.  The  ftamp-adl  was  to  commence  its  ope- 
ration on  the  firfl  day  of  November  ;  pre- 
vioufly  to  which  the  appointed  Congrefs  was 
formed  at  New- York,  confiding  of  delegates 
from  the  AfTemblies  of  MafTachufetts,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  the  Delaware  Counties,  Mary- 
land and  South-Carolina.  Having,  like  the 
Congrefs  at  Albany  in  1754,  formed  them- 
felves  in  geographical  order  ;  they  framed 
a  bill  of  rights,  for  the  Colonies  ;  in  which 
the  fole  power  of  taxation  was  declared  to  be 
in  their  own  afTemblies.  They  prepared 
three  diftincl  addreffes  to  the  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  ftating  their  grievances,  and  afk- 
ing  for  redrefs.  Thefe  were  fubfcribed  by 
the  delegates  of  fix  colonies  ;  the  others  who 
were  prefent  were  not  empowered  to  fign  ; 
but  reported  their  proceedings  to  their  con- 
ftituents,  who  approved  them  in  AfTembly, 
and  forwarded  their  petitions.  No  delegates 
went  from  New-Hampfhire  to  this  Congrefs; 
but  the  AfTembly  at  their  next  meeting  adopt- 
ed the  fame  meafures,  and  fent  fimilar  peti- 

_   Ll      tions  to   England,  which  they  committed  to 

AflVmbly       ^       .  rrr  »>•    1  i      • 

Records.  Barlow  1  recothick,  their  agent,  and  John 
Wentworth,  a  young  gentleman  of  Port£- 
mouth,  who  was  then  in  England,  to  be  by 
them  prefented  to  the  King  and  Parliament. 
Thefe  meafures  were  the  mofl  refpecftful  and 
prudent  which  could  be  devifed  ;  and  were 
attended  with  fome  profpedl  of  fuccefs  from 
a  change  which  had  been  made  in  the  Britilh 
miniftry. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  newfpapers  were  fill- 
ed with  efTays,  in  which  every  plea  for  and 
againfl  the  new  duties  was  amply  difcufled, 
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Thefe  vehicles  of  intelligence  were  doomed  1765. 
to  be  loaded  with  a  (lamp  ;  and  the  printers 
felt  themfelves  interefted  in  the  oppofition. 
On  the  laft  day  of  October,  the  New-Hamp- 
iliire  Gazette  appeared  with  a  mourning  bor- 
der. A  body  of  people  from  the  country 
approached  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  under 
an  apprehenfion  that  the  {lamps  would  be  dif- 
tributed  ;  but  being  met,  by  a  number  from 
the  town,  and  affured  that  no  fuch  thing  was 
intended,  they  quietly  returned.  The  next 
day,  the  bells  tolled,  and  a  funeral  proceffion 
was  made  for  the  Goddefs  of  Liberty  ;  but  NOV.  *, 
on  depoiiting  her  in  the  grave,  fome  figns  of 
life  were  fuppofed  to  be  difcovered,  and  fhe 
was  carried  off  in  triumph.  By  fuch  exhibi- 
tions, the  fpirit  of  the  populace  was  kept  up  ; 
though  the  minds  of  the  moil  thoughtful 
perfons  were  filled  with  anxiety. 

It  was  doubtful,  whether  the  Courts  of 
Law  could  proceed  without  flamps  ;  and  it 
was  certain  that  none  could  be  procured. 
Some  licentious  perfons  began  to  think  that 
debts  could  not  be  recovered,  and  that  they 
might  infult  their  creditors  with  impunity. 
On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  diforderly  fpir- 
it, affociations  were  formed  at  Portfmouth, 
Exeter  and  other  places,  to  fupport  the  Ma- 
giflrates  and  prefer ve  the  peace.  The  fifth 
of  November  had  always  been  obferved  as  a 
day  of  hilarity,  in  remembrance  of  the  pow- 
der-plot. On  the  following  night,  a  flrong 
guard  was  kept  in  Portfmouth.  By  thefe 
precautions,  the  tendency  to  riot  was  feaibn- 
ably  checked,  and  no  wade  of  property  or 
perfonal  infult  was  committed  ;  though  fome 
obnoxious  characters  began  to  tremble  for 
their  fafety. 
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1765.  When  MefTerve    arrived,  the  people  fup- 
pofed  that  he  had  brought  his  commiffion 
with  him,  and  were  content  that  it  mould 
remain  in   his  own  hands,  being  rendered 
void  by  his  reiignation.     But,  in  fact,  he  did 
not  receive  it  till  after  the  time  fixed  for  the 
operation  of  the  act.     Having  {hown  his  in- 
ilructions  to  the  Governor,  and  fome  other 
public  officers,  it  was  fufpected  that  he  intend- 
ed *  to  commence  the  execution  of  his  office.' 

1766.  The  fons  of  liberty  were  alarmed  ;  they  af- 
jao.p.       fembled  by  beat  of  drum,  and  obliged  him 

publicly  to  deliver  up  his  commiffion  and 
inftruclions  ;  which  they  mounted  on  the 
point  of  a  fword,  and  carried  in  triumph 
through  the  town.  An  oath  was  adminif- 
tered  to  him  by  Juflice  Claget,  purporting 
that  he  would  neither  directly  nor  indirectly 
attempt  to  execute  his  office.  The  mafler 
of  a  fhip,  then  ready  to  fail  for  England,  was 
alfo  fworn  to  deliver  the  packet  containing 
the  commiffion  and  inflruclions,  as  it  was 
directed.  It  was  firfl  addrefled  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  (lamp-office  in  London  ; 
but  afterward  it  was  enclofed  in  a  letter  to 
the  agents  of  the  Province,  refering  the  dif- 
pofal  of  it  to  their  difcretion.  It  happened 
to  arrive,  when  great  exertions  were  making, 
and  a  flrong  probability  exifled,  of  the  repeal 
of  the  flamp-act.  The  agents  therefore  con- 
cealed the  packet,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  fupprefs  the  intelligence  of  all  thefe  pro- 
ceedings ;  that  no  irritation  might  enfue  to 
prevent  the  expected  repeal. 

During  all  thefe  commotions,  Governor 
Wentworth  was  filent.  The  miniftry,  either 
by  accident  or  defign,  had  neglected  to  fend 
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authentic  copies  of  the  ftamp-act,  to  fome  of  1766, 
the  American  Governors,  and  to  him  among 
others.  There  had  been  no  tumults,  which 
rendered  his  inter pofition  neceflary.  He  was 
in  the  decline  of  life,  and  his  health  was  much 
impaired.  His  fortune  was  made,  and  it  lay 
chiefly  in  his  native  country.  One  of  the 
reafons  given,  for  the  removal  of  his  prede- 
ceflbr,  was,  that  he  had  enjoyed  his  office  ten 
years  ;  Mr.  Wentworth  had  been  twenty-five 
years  in  the  chair,  and  expected  foon  to  be 
fuperfeded.  It  was  therefore  his  intereft,  not 
to  put  himfelf  forward  in  fupport  of  unpop- 
ular meafures.  His  example  was  followed 
by  mofh  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Province, 
who  held  offices  under  the  Crown.  If  any 
of  them  were  fecretly  in  favor  of  the  act,  they 
were  reilrained  by  fear,  from  contradicting 
openly  the  voice  of  the  people. 

The  popular  fpirit  was  fufHciently  roufed 
to  join  in  any  meafures  which  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  defence  of  liberty.  All  fear 
of  the  confequence  of  proceeding  in  the  pub- 
lic bufinefs  without  (tamps,  was  gradually 
laid  afide.  The  courts  of  law,  and  cuftom 
houfes  were  kept  open.  Newfpapers  circu- 
lated, and  lincenfes  for  marriage,  without 
flarnps,  were  publicly  advertifed.  As  it  was 
uncertain,  what  might  be  the  event  of  the 
petitions  to  the  King  and  Parliament,  it  was 
thought  befl,  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  England,  by 
an  agreement  to  import  no  goods,  until  the 
{lamp-act  mould  be  repealed.  To  provide 
for  the  worft,  an  aflbciation  was  formed  by 
the  *  fons  of  liberty'  in  all  the  northern  Colo- 
nies, to  ft  and  by  each  other,  and  unite  their 
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1766.  whole  force,  for  the  protection  and  relief  of 
any  who  might  be  in  danger,  from  the  oper- 
ation of  this,  or  any  other  oppreilive  acfl. 
o? tiiJ'fon"  ^e  letters  wnich  paired  between  them,  on 
of  liberty,  this  occafion,  are  replete  with  expreffions  of 
loyalty  and  affection  to  the  King,  his  perfon, 
family  and  authority.  Had  there  been  any 
•  diiaffection  to  the  royal  government,  or  de- 
fire  to  ihake  ofFour  allegiance,  where  would 
the  evidence  of  it  be  more  likely  to  be  found, 
than  in  letters  which  pafled  between  bodies 
of  men,  who  were  avowedly  endeavouring, 
to  form  an  union,  to  refill  the  ufurped  au- 
thority of  the  Britiih  Lords  and  Commons  ?* 
The  idea  which  we  entertained  of  our  po- 
litical connexion  with  the  Britiih  empire,  was, 
that  the  King  was  its  fupreme  head  ;  that 
«very  branch  of  it  was  a  perfect  State,  com- 
petent to  its  own  internal  legislation,  but  fut> 
jecl:  to  the  control  and  negative  of  the  fove- 
reign  ;  that  taxation  and  reprefentation  were 
correlative,  and  therefore  that  no  part  of  the 
-empire  could  be  taxed,  but  by  its  own  Rep- 
refentatives  in  Aflembly.  From  a  regard 
to  the  general  intereft,  it  was  conceded,  that 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  reprefenting 
the  firft  and  mod  powerful  branch  of  the  em- 
pire, might  regulate  the  exterior  commerce 
of  the  whole.  In  Britain,  the  American  gov- 
ernments were  confidered  as  corporations,  ex- 
i fling  by  the  pleafure  of  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, who  had  a  right  to  alter  or  diffolve 

*  From  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  many  perfnns,  of  all  ranks,  who 
were  inftrumenral  of  conducing  the  American  r'-vol ution^  through  all  it» 
ftages/  and  from  a  perufal  of  many  of  their  c  i  fiiJennal  Voters;  the  au- 
thor of  chefe  (beets  is  fully  futisfied,  rhit  the  pubic  profcffiin*  of  loyalty, 
made  by  his  countrymen^  were  fince'e  ;  and  that  the  mnft  determined  op- 
.pnfers  of  the  claims  of  PdriM.r.enrj  were  very  far  from  ^(-firing  a  difunioa 
«of  the  Britiih  empire,  till  they  were  driven  to  it  by  neccffity. 
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them.     Our  laws  were  deemed    bye-laws  ;    1766. 
and  we  were  fuppofed  to  be,  in  all  cafes  of  le- 
giflatioh  and  taxation, fubjecl:  to  the  fupreme, 
undefined  power  of  the   Britifh   Parliament. 
Between  claims  Ib  widely  different,  there  was 
no  arbitrator  to  decide.     Temporary  expedi- 
ents, if  wifely  applied,  might  have  preferved 
>eace  ;  but  the  mod  delicate  and  judicious 
tanagement  was  neceifary,  to  prevent  irrita- 
ion. 

When  the  commotions  which  had  happen- 
ed in  America,  were  known  in   England,  a 
ircular  letter  was  written  to  the  feveral  gov- 
ernors, by  Secretary  Conway,  in  which  it  was  °*  24» 
hoped  that  the  refiflance  to  the  authority  of 
:  the  mother  country,   had  only  found  place 
among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the 
people.'     To  the  conflitutional  authority  (as 
underftood  it)    of  the  King    and   Parlia- 
ient,  there  had   been  no  refinance  ;  but  to 
the  affumed  authority,  of  our  fellow  fubjecls 
Britain,  over  our  property,  the  refinance 
>egan,  and  was  fupported  by  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  of  the  people,  in  their  Aflemblies. 
Thofe  who  appeared  under  the  name  of  c  the 
fons  of  liberty'    were   chiefly  tradefmen  of 
reputation,  who  were  occasionally  aflifred  by 
lawyers,  clergymen,  and  other  perfons  of  lit- 
erary abilities.     The  writings  of  Sydney  and 
Locke  were  produced,  in  evidence  of  the  juf- 
tice  of  our  claims  ;  and  the  arguments  which 
had  formerly  been  ufed  in  England,  againft 
the  ufurpations  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  were 
adopted  and  repeated  by  us,  in  favor  of  our 
rights  and  liberties.     Political  inquiries  were 
encouraged,  and  the  eyes  of  the  people  were 
opened.     Never  was  a  fentiment  more  gener- 
I  i 
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1766.  ally  adopted,  on  the  fullefl  conviction,  than 
that  we  could  be  conflitutionally  taxed  by 
none  but  our  own  Reprefentatives  ;  and  that 
all  affumption  of  this  power,  by  any  other 
body  of  men,  was  ufurpation  which  might 
be  lawfully  refilled. 

The  petitions  of  the  American  AiTemblies, 
enforced  by  the  agreement  for  non-importa- 
tion, and  aided  by  the  exertions  of  the  Brit- 
ifh  merchants  'and  manufacturers,  induced 
the  new  miniftry  to  recommend  to  Parlia- 
ment, a  repeal  of  the  odious  ftamp-act.  It 
is.  was  accordingly  repealed  ; '  not  on  the  true 
prkiciple  of  its  repugnancy  to  the  rights  of 
America  ;  but  on  that  of  political  expedien- 
cy. Even  on  this  principle,  the  repeal  could 
be  obtained  by  110  other  means  ;  than  by 
paffing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  declaratory  act,  a£- 
ierting  the  right  and  power,  of  the  Britifli 
Parliament,  *  to  bind  America,  in  all  cafes 
*  whatfoever,'  and  annulling  all  the  refolu- 
tions  of  our  AfTemblies,  in  which  they  had 
claimed  the  right  of  exemption  from  Parlia- 
mentary taxation. 

The  rejoicings  which  were  occafioned  by 
the  repeal  of  the  flamp-act,  in  this  country, 
were  extravagantly  difproportioned  to  the  ob- 
ject. We  felt  a  tranfient  relief  from  an  in- 
tolerable burden  ;  but  the  claim  of  fovereigu 
power,  in  our  fellow  fubjeets,  to  take  our 
property,  and  abridge  our  liberty  at  their 
pleafure,  was  eftablifhed  by  law.  Our  only 
hope  was,  that  they  would  profit  by  their  re- 
cent experience  ;  and  whilft  they  enjoyed  the 
pride  of  .feeing  their  claim  exift  on  paper, 
would  fufpend  the  exercife  of  it  in  future. 
With  the  repealing  and  declaratory  a£ls,  a 
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circular  letter  came  from  Secretary  Con  way  ;    1760, 
in  which,  *  the  lenity    and   tendernefs,  the 

*  moderation  and  forbearance  of  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  toward  the  Colonies'  were  celebrated 
in  the  language  of  panegyric,  and  we  were 
called  upon,  to  mow  our  'refpeclful  gratitude 
4  and  cheerful  obedience,'  in  return  for  fuch  a 
'  fignal  difplay  of  indulgence  and  affection.' 
This  letter  enclofed  a  refolution   of  Parlia- 
ment, that  thofe  perfons  who  had  '  fuffered 
'any  injury  or  damage,'  in  confequence  of 
their  affiiling  to  c  execute  the  late  act,  ought 

*  to  be  compenfated,  by  the  Colonies,  in  which 

*  fuch  injuries  were  fu flamed.' 

When  Governor  Wentworth  laid  this  let- 
ter before  the  Affembry,  he  told  them  *  with 
<  pleafure  and  fatisfaclion,  that  he  had  no  re-  ^unc  2 
'  quifition  of  this  kind  to  make.'  MeiTerve, 
however,  applied  to  the  AfTembly  to  grant 
him  a  compenfation  for  the  injuries  which  he 
faid  he  had  fuffered.  A  committee,  being  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  ground  of  his 
petition,  reported,  c  that  he  had  fuffered  no 

*  real  damage  either  in  perfon  or  property  ; 
'  but  that  when  any  danger  had  been  expect- 
e  ed,  guards  had  been   appointed  to  protect 

*  him.'     Upon  this  report,  his   petition  was 
difmiffed.     He  afterward  went  to   England 
and  obtained  the  office   of  Collector  of  the 
Cuftoms. 

At  this  feffion  the  affembly  prepared  a  ref- 
pectful  addrefs  to  the  King  and  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  on  account  of  the  repeal  ; 
which  was  fent  to  England,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  flamped  paper  and  parchment,  which 
had  been  depofited  at  the  caflle  in  Boflon^ 
were  returned. 
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1766.  Complaints  had  been  made  in  England 
againft  fome  of  the  American  Governors,  and 
other  public  officers,  that  exorbitant  fees  had 
been  taken  for  the  paffing  of  patents  for  land  ; 
and  a  proclamation  had  been  iffued  by  the 

N.  Hamp-  Crown  and  publifhed  in  the  Colonies,  threat- 
ning  fuch  perfons  with  a  removal  from  of- 
fice. Governor  Wentworth  was  involved  in 
this  charge.  He  had  alfb  been  accufed  of 
negligence  in  corref ponding  with  the  King's 
miniilers  ;  of  informality  and  want  of  ac- 
curacy in  his  grants  of  land  ;  and  of  pailing 
acls  of  AfFembly  refpedUng  private  property, 
without  a  fufpending  claufe  c  till  his  Majef- 
*  ty's  pleafure  could  be  known.'  In  his  of- 
fice of  Surveyor-General  he  had  been  char- 
ged with  neglect  of  duty,  and  with  indulging 
his  deputies  in  felling  and  wafting  the  King's 
timber.  By  whom  thefe  complaints  were 
made,  and  by  what  evidence  they  were  fup- 
ported,  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover. 
Certain  it  is,  that  fuch  an  impreffion  was 
made  on  the  minds  of  the  miniftry,  that  a 
refolution  was  taken  to  remove  him  ;  but  the 
difficulties  attending  the  damp-adl,  caufed  a 
delay  in  the  appointment  of  a  fuccefTor. 
V/hen  the  ferment  had  fubfided,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  miniftry  was  turned  to  this  ob- 
ject. JOHN  WENTWORTH,  fon  of  Mark 
Hunking  Wentworth,  and  nephew  of  the 
Governor,  was  then  in  England,  He  had  ap- 
peared at  Court,  as  a  joint  agent  with  Mr. 
Trecothick  in  prefenting  the  petition  of  the 
Province  againft  the  damp-act.  He  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  feveral  families  of  high 
rank  and  of  his  own  name  in  Yorkfhire,  and 
in  particular  with  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
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iam,  then  at  the  head  of  the  miniftry.  By  1766. 
his  indulgence,  Mr.  Wentworth  prevailed  to 
foften  the  rigor  of  government  againfl  his 
uncle.  Inflead  of  being  cenfured  and  re- 
moved from  office,  he  was  allowed  opportu- 
nity to  refign,  and  the  appearance  of  refign- 
ing  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  who  was  deflined 
by  the  Marquis,  to  be  his  fucceffor.  Having 
received  his  conimiffions,  as  Governor  ofAuguftlI< 
Niew-Hampihire,  and  Surveyor  of  the  King's 
woods  in  North-America,  Mr.  Wentworth 
failed  from  England,  and  arrived  at  Charlef-  J  «*• 
town,  in  South-Carolina.  Thence  he  travel- 
led through  the  continent,  regiflering  his 
commiflion  of  Surveyor  in  each  of  the  Colo- 
nies, and  was  received  at  Portfmouth,  with 
every  mark  of  refpecl  and  afFedlion.  This  T 

J.  .     .n  June  13. 

appointment,  made  by  a  popular  mimitry,was 
peculiarly  grateful  to  the  people  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  by  whom  Mr.  Wentworth  was 
well  known  and  much  efteemed. 

In  addition  to  what  had  been  faid,  of  the 
fuperfeded  Governor,  it  may  be  obferved  ; 
that  his  natural  abilities  were  neither  brilliant 
nor  contemptible.  As  a  private  gentleman 
he  was  obliging,  and  as  a  merchant  honora- 
ble. He  was  generous  and  hofpitable  to  his 
friends  ;  but  his  paffions  were  flrong  and  his 
refentments  1  ailing.  He  was  fubjecl:  to  fre- 
quent and  long  continued  viilts  of  the  gout ; 
a  diftemper  rather  unfriendly  to  the  virtue  of 
patience.  In  his  deportment  there  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  haughtinefs,  contracted  by  his 
refidence  in  Spain,  where  he  learned  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  of  rank  ;  as  well  as  the 
maxims  of  their  government.  He  thought 
it  beft  that  the  higheft  offices,  iliould  be  fill- 
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1767.  ed  with  men  of  property  ;  and  though  in 
fome  inftances  he  deviated  from  this  princi- 
ple, yet,  in  others,  he  adhered  to  it  fo  clofely, 
as  to  difregard  more  neceffary  qualifications. 

In  the  former  part  of  his  adminiftration, 
he  was  fcrupulous  in  obeying  his  inflruclions, 
and  inflexible  in  maintaining  the  prerogative. 
In  conducting  the  operations  of  two  fuccef- 
five  wars,  his  attention  to  the  fervice  was  very 
-confpicuous  ;  and  he  frequently  received  let- 
ters of  thanks,  from  the  Generals,  and  other 
officers  of  the  Britim  troops  employed  in 
America. 

He  was  clofely  attached  to  the  interefl  of 
the  church  of  England  ;  and  in  his  grants  of 
townfhips,refervedarightfor  the  fociety  for 
propagating  the  gofpel,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  A  project  was  formed  during  his 
adminiftration,  to  eftablifh  a  college  in  New- 
Hampfhire.  When  he  was  applied  to  for  a 
charter,  he  declined  giving  it,  unlefs  the  col- 
lege were  put  under  the  direction  of  the 
Biiliop  of  London.  But,  when  a  grant  was 
made  by  the  Affembly,  of  three  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  to  Harvard  College,  where 
he  had  received  his  education,  to  repair  the 
deftruction  which  it  had  fuffered  by  fire;  he 
confented  to  the  vote,  and  his  name  is  infcrib- 
ed  on  an  alcove  of  the  library,  as  a  benefac- 
tor, in  conjunction  with  the  name  of  the 
Province. 

In  his  appointment  of  civil  and  military 
officers,  he  was  frequently  governed  by  mo- 
tives of  favor,  or  prejudice  to  particular  per- 
fons.  When  he  came  to  the  chair  he  found 
but  twenty-five  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  the 
whole  province  ;  but  in  the  firft  commiffion 
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which  he  iflued,  he  nominated  as  many  in  1767« 
the  town  of  Portfmouth  only.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  time,  appointments  of  this  kind 
became  fo  numerous,  and  were  fo  eafily  pro- 
cured, that  the  office  was  rendered  contemp- 
tible.* 

Notwithftanding  fome  inltances,  in  which 

*  The  following  pafquinade  wa«  publifced  in  the  Portfroouth  Mercury 
ofOdoher  7,  1765.  It  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by  she  lace 
Judge  Parker,  and  was  imitled 

THE    SILVER     AGE. 

In  days  of  yore,  and  pious  times, 
Great  care  was  had  to  puniih  crimes  ; 
When  eon fervator s  facts  fought 
To  keep  good  order  as  they  ought. 
Thus  office  then,  was  no  great  booty, 
E  nail  were  the  fees,  th6u^h  great  the  duty^ 
But  vvhen  a  law,  the  old  reftriction 
D  ck'd — and  enlarg'd  the  jurifdiction; 
His  Worfhip  had  a  right  to  hold, 
In  civil  plea,  a  pound  twice  told. 
The  poft  was  then  thought  waith  pcficffing, 
For  'twas  attended  with  a  blefling. 
But  ftill,  in  after  times  it  grew 
Much  better,  as  our  tale  wili  fliew  ; 
When,  as  ir  goes  by  common  fame, 
Two  pounds  and  forty  were  the  fame,    [By  deprcclationj 
Then  civil  fuits  began  to  thrive, 
And  claims  grown  obfolcte  revive. 
But  when  their  Worfhipg,  manifold, 
Like  men  divinely  blefs'd  of  old, 
Were  bid  •  t'incrcafc  and  multiply,' 
Obfequious  roic  a  num'rons  fry. 
Who,  ever  prompt,  and  nigh  at  hand, 
Could  featter  juftice  through  the  land- 
Then,  with  important  air  and  look, 
The  fons  of  Littleton  and  Coke 
Swarnr.ing  appear'd  to  mind  the  Squires; 
What  honors fuch  a  poft  requires! 
Thefe  fcilful  clerks,  always  attcndingr 
Hclp'd  to  difpatch  all  matters  pending  ; 
Took  care  that  judgrrent  (as  it  fhould^ 
Wasrendcr'd  for  the  man  that  Cued  ; 
Aided  their  honors  to  indite, 
And  fan  d  for  tbofe  vulo  covld  not  write. 
Who  out  muft  think  thefe,  happy  times, 
When  men,  adroit  to  punifti  crimes 
Were  clofe  at  hand  ?  and  what  a  b 
Made  every  little  tardy  debtor 
Fulfll  his  contract,  and  to  boot, 
Pay  twice  his  debt  in  cofts  of  fuit. 

This  was  the  happy  CJver  age 
When  magiftrates,  profoundly  fage, 
O'erfprtad  the  land  ;  and  made,  it  feems, 
1  run  down  th?  ftrec(i  io 
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1767.  a  want  of  magnanimity  was  too  confpicuous, 
his  adminiilratioii  was,  in  other  ref  peels,  ben- 
eficial. Though  he  was  highly  cenfured, 
for  granting  the  beft  lands  of  the  Province  to 
the  people  of  Maffachufetts  and  Connecticut, 
with  views  of  pecuniary  reward ;  yet,  the 
true  iatereft  of  the  country  was  certainly 
promoted  ;  becaufe  the  grantees  in  general, 
were  better  hufbandmen  than  the  people  of 
New-Hampfhire. 

In  thofe  cafes,  where  difTatisfaclion  appear- 
ed, it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  nature  of  a 
royal  government,  in  which  the  ariilocratic 
feature  was  prominent,  and  the  democratic 
too  much  depreffed.  The  people  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  though  increafing  in  numbers, 
had  not  the  privilege  of  an  equal  reprefenta- 
tion.  The  aim  of  moil  of  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  received  their  appointments  from  abroad, 
was  rather  to  pleafe  their  mailers,  and  fecure 
the  emoluments  of  their  offices,  than  to  ex- 
tend benefits  to  the  people,  or  condefcend  to 
their  prejudices.  They  did  not  feel  their  de- 
pendence on  them,  as  the  fource  of  power  ; 
nor  their  refponfibility  to  them  for  its  exer- 
cife.  And,  the  people  themfelves  had  not 
that  juft  idea  of  their  own  weight  and  im- 
portance, which  they  acquired,  when  the 
controverfy  with  the  Britifh  government  call- 
ed up  their  attention  to  their  native  rights. 
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iniftratim  of  JOHN  I^KNT^OKTH  the  fecond.  New  attempt 
to  force  a  revenue  from  America.  Ejlablifbinent  of  Dartmouth 
College*  Divijlen  of  the  pr  wince  into  Counties.  Death  of 
JBsNNiNG  WENT  WORTH.  Complaint  of  PETER  Livws  again/} 
the  Governor.  Its  ijjue.  Progrefs  of  the  controverfy  with 
Great  Sri  fit  in.  War.  Dijfolution  of  BritiJJ)  government  in 
Ne-w-fJamfi/bire . 

J  HE  genius,  as  well  as  the  intereft 
of  tli e  new  Governor,  led  him  to  cultivate  1767, 
the  good  will  of  the  people.  He  was  grand- 
fon,  by  his  mother,  to  the  the  late  agent  John 
Rindge,  who  had  been  inflrumental  of  eftab- 
lifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Province,  and 
had  advanced  a  large  fum  for  that  purpofe. 
His  family,  who  had  long  complained  of  in- 
gratitude and  neglect,  were  now  amply  grat- 
ified, not  only  by  the  advancement  of  the 
new  Governor,  but  by  his  recommending 
feveral  other  gentlemen,  who  were  connect- 
ed with  it,  to  fill  vacant  feats  at  the  Council 
board,  and  other  offices  of  government.  Sev- 
eral gentlemen  of  other  refpeclable  families, 
who  had  been  treated  with  neglect,  in  the- 
preceding  adminiftration,  were  alfo  taken  in- 
to favor  ;  and  a  fpirit  of  conciliation,  among 
thofe  who  had  formerly  been  at  variance, 
feemed  to  mark  the  beginning  of  this  admin- 
iflration  with  fair  omens  of  peace  and  fuccefs. 
Being  in  the  prime  of  life,  active  and  en- 
terprifing  in  his  difpofition,  polite  and  eafy 
in  his  addrefs,  and  placed  in  the  chair  by  the 
fame  minifler  who  had  procured  the  repeal  of 
the  {lamp-act,  to  which  event  his  own  agency 
had  contributed  ;  Mr.  Wentworth  enjoyed  a 
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1 767,  great  fliare  of  popular  favor ;  which  was  much 
heightened  when  his  conduct  was  viewed 
in  con  trad  with  that  of  fome  other  Gover- 
nors in  the  neighbouring  Provinces.  Though 
bred  a  merchant,  he  had  a  tafle  for  agricul- 
ture, and  entered  vigoroufly  into  the  fpirit  of 
cultivation.  He  frequently  traverfed  the 
forefts  ;  explored  the  ground  for  new  roads  ; 
and  began  a  plantation  for  himfeif  in  the 
townfhip  of  Wolfborough,  on  which  he  ex- 
pended large  fums,  and  built  an  elegant 
houfe.  His  example  was  influential  on  other 
landholders,  who  alfo  applied  themfelves  in 
carnefl  to  cultivate  the  wildernefs. 

The  improvement  of  the  country  at  this 
time  occupied  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
New-Hampfhire,  and  took  off  their  attention, 
in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  view  of  thofe  po- 
litical difficulties,  which  were  occalioned  by  a 
new  act  of  Parliament,  laying  duties  on  pa- 
per, glafs,  painters*  colors,  and  tea  ;  and  the 
eflablimment  of  a  board  of  Commiflioners 
for  collecting  the  American  revenue.  In  the 
other  Colonies,  particularly  in  Maffachufetts, 
thefe  duties  had  become  a  fubject  of  alterca- 
tion and  ferious  alarm,being  grounded  on  the 
right  which  the  Parliament  had  affumed  of 
*  binding  America  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.' 
The  only  remedy  was  to  be, found  in  frugal- 
ity, non-importation,  and  domeflic  manufac- 
tures. Thefe  things  were  recommended,  and, 
in  fome  meafure,  complied  with  ;  and  by 
means  of  thefe  exertions,  the  revenue  fell 
fliort  of  the  fanguine  expectations  which  its 
advocates  had  formed. 

The  popularity  of  the  Governor  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  influence  of  his  numer- 
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iends  and  connexions,  who  were  of  the  1767* 
principal  families  and  the  richer!  merchants 
in  the  Province,  prevented  the  adoption  of  a 
non-importation  agreement  in  Portfmouth,^ 
till  the  merchants  in  fbme  of  the  other  Colo- 
nies threatened  to  withhold  any  mercantile 
intercourfe  with  them.  A  plan  of  the  fame 
kind  was  then  (1770)  formed;  and  the  union 
of  fo  many  Colonies,  in  this  meafure,  caufed 
the  manufacturers  in  Great-Britain  to  expe- 
rience diftrefles  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thofe  occafioned  by  the  {lamp-act ;  and  to  ex- 
irt  their  influence  for  a  repeal  of  the  new 
revenue  law,  which  was  in  part  effected,  AH 
the  duties,  excepting  that  on  tea,  were  taken 
off.  This  relaxation,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Atlantic,  produced  a  relaxation  here.  The 
nriniftry  in  Great-Britain  was  frequently 
changed ;  and  no  uniform  fyflem  either  of 
coercion  or  lenity  was  adopted.  The  oppo- 
fition  on  this  fide  languifhed  for  want  of  una- 
nimity. The  more  candid  among  us  were 
willing  to  fuppofe  that  Britain  would  never 
lay  any  more  duties  ;  and  there  was  fome 
foundation  for  this  fuppofition,  as  far  as  let- 
ters from  miniflers  of  ftate,  and  fpeeches  from 
provincial  Governors  might  be  depended  on. 
The  tax  on  tea  was  referved  as  a  latent  fpark 
to  rekindle  the  controverfy. 

When  the  Governor,  at  his  firft  meeting 
the  AfTembly,  according  to  the  cuflom  on 
fuch  occafions,  recommended  to  them  the 

*  *  We  cannot  depend  OB  the  countenance  of  many  perfons  of  the 
firft  rank  here  ;  for  royal  commiflions  and  family  connexions  irfluoire 
the  prinicpal  gentlemen  among  us,  ac  leaft  to  keep  Jiltnce  in  thefe  evil 
times.  The  prefs  here  has  never  been  openly  attacked  ;  but  the  printer 
remembers  what  he  once  fullered,  at  Bofton  ;  and  is  eafily  kept  in  awe 
by  more  private  rebukes.' 

MS  letter  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  is  Portfaiouth,  to  thofe  IB  Boftop'. 
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1767.    eflablifhment  of  an  'adequate,  honorable  and 

journal  of  <  permanent  falary,'  they  made  fome  hefita- 

Aficmbly.       •  r  i  i         r  i 

tion,  on  account  or  a  report,  that  the  lalariei 
of  the  American  Governors  were  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  revenue.  On  being  allured,  that 
if  fuch  a  general  eftablifhment  Ihould  take 
place,  it  would  be  fo  guarded  as  to  prevent 
his  receiving  any  reward  from  the  aflembly  ; 
they  framed  a  vote,  granting  feven  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  during  his  adminiflration 

s«^  30,  (Collars  being  then  fixed  at  fix  fliillings.)  The 
fund  appropriated  to  the  falary  was  the  excife, 
and  in  cafe  of  its  infufficiency,  other  provif- 
ion  was  made.  But  the  vote  was  limited 
with  an  exception,  *  unlefs  provifion  fhall  be 
made  by  Parliament.'  When  the  queflion 
was  put,  the  Houfe  was  equally  divided,  and 
the  Speaker,  Peter  Gilman,  turned  it  againft 
a  permanent  falary.  It  was  therefore  voted 
from  year  to  year,  and  generally  amounted 
to  feven  hundred  pounds  ;  befides  which  an 
allowance  was  made  for  houfe-rent,  from  fix- 
ty  or  feventy  to  one  hundred  pounds. 

1769.  Among  the  improvements,  which  during 
this  adminiftration,  were  made  in  the  Prov- 
ince, one  of  the  mod  confpicuous,  was  the  e£- 
tablilhment  of  a  feminary  of  literature.  It: 
was  founded  on  a  projection  of  Doctor  Eleazer 
Wheelock,  of  Lebanon  in  Connecticut,  for 
the  removal  of  his  Indian  chanty  fchool. 

The  firft  defign  of  a  fchool  of  this  kind  was 
conceived  by  Mr.  John  Sergeant,  Miffionary 
to  the  Indians,  at  Stockbridge.  A  rambline 

Hopkins  s  jn-r-  j  i  c\ 

memoirs  of  mode  or  lire,  and  a  total  want  or  letters,  were 
tonnSkUla"  ever  unfriendly  to  the  propagation  of  religi- 
indiarv,     Ous  knowledge  among  the  favages  of  Ameri- 
ca.    That  worthy  niiflionary,  intent  on  the 
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bufi,nefs  of  his  profeffion,  and  having  obferv*  1769. 
ed  the  progrefs  made  by  fome  of  the  younger 
Indians,  who  relided  in  the  Englifh  families^ 
in  reading  and  other  improvements,  conceiv- 
ed the  benevolent  idea  of  changing  their 
whole  habit  of  thinking  and  acling  ;  and  raif- 
ing  them  from  their  native  indolence  to  a 
ftate  of  civilization  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
by  introducing  the  Englilh  language,  inftead 
of  their  own  barren  dialect,  to  infill  into  their 
minds  the  principles  of  morality  and  religion* 

To  accompliih  this  defign,  he  procured 
benefactions  from  many  Xveil  difpofed  per- 
fons  both  here  and  in  England  ;  and  began 
a  fchool  at  Stockbridge  ;  where  the  Indian 
youth  were  to  be  maintained,  under  the  in* 
ftrutlioh  of  two  mailers  ;  one  to  overiee  their 
fludies,  and  the  other  their  field  labor  ;  whilft 
a  matron  mould  direct  the  female  children 
in  acquiring  the  arts  of  domeftic  life.  Death  .  , 
put  an  end  to  the  labors  of  this  excellent  man 
before  his  plan  could  be  accomplished. 

This  defign  was  revived  by  Wheelock. 
Having  made  fome  experiments,  he  was  en- 
couraged to  proceed,  by  the  tractable  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Indian  youths,  and  their  proficien- 
cy in  learning  ;  but  efpecially,  by  the  numer- 
ous benefactions,  which  he  received  from 
the  friends  of  religion  and  humanity.  Am  on  £ 

j-i  -  r  r    n  r*/r  Whcc!ock*« 

which,  a  donation  or  Joihua  Moor,  of  Mans-  printed  nar, 
field, being  the  largeft,in  the  infancy  of  the  in-  ratlve> 
ftitution,determined  its  name  'Moor's  fchool.' 
To  increafe  the  means  of  improvement, 
charitable  contributions  were  fblicited  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  America,  in  England,  and  in 
Scotland.     The  money  collected  in  England, 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Truftees, 
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1769.  of  whom  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  was  at  the 
head  ;  and  that  colledled  in  Scotland  was 
committed  to  the  fociety  for  promoting  chrii* 
tian  knowledge. 

As  an  improvement  on  the  original  defign, 
a  number  of  Englifh  youths  were  educated 
with  the  Indians,  both  in  literary  and  agri- 
cultural exercifes  ;  that  their  example  might 
invite  the  Indians  to  the  love  of  thofe  employ- 
ments, and  abate  the  prejudice  which  they 
have  univerfally  imbibed,  that  it  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  man  to  delve  in  the  earth. 

As  the  number  of  fcholars  increafed,  it  be- 
came neceflfary  to  erecl;  buildings,  and  ex- 
tend cultivation.  That  part  of  the  country 
in  which  the  fchool  was  firft  placed,  being 
filled  with  inhabitants,  a  removal  was  con- 
templated. When  this  intention  was  pub- 
licly known,  offers  were  made  by  private  and 
public  perfons  in  feveral  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Colonies.  The  wary  forefight  of  the 
founder,  aided  by  the  advice  of  the  Board  of 
Truftees,  in  England,  led  him  to  accept  an 
invitation  made  by  the  Governor,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  New-Hampfhire.  The  town- 
Slip  of  Hanover,  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  Con- 
neclicut  river,  was  finally  determined  on,  as 
the  moil  convenient  iituation  for  the  fchool  ; 
to  which  the  Governor  annexed  a  charter  of 
incorporation  for  an  univerfity,  which  took 
the  name  of  Dartmouth  College,  from  its  ben- 
efaclor,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Of  this  uni- 
verfity, Docflor  Wheelock  was  declared  the 
founder  and  the  Prefident  ;  with  power  to 
nominate  his  fucceffor,  in  his  lafl  will.  A 
Board  of  twelve  Truftees  was  conftituted, 
with  perpetual  fucceffion  ;  and  the  college 
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was  endowed  with  a  large  landed  eftate,  con-  176& 
fitting  of  one  whole  townihip  (Landaff )  be- 
fides  many  other  tracts  of  land  in  different 
fituations,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  forty- 
four  thoufand  acres.  One  valuable  lot,  of 
five  hundred  acres,  in  the  townmip  of  Han- 
over, given  by  the  late  Governor,  Benning 
\\entworth,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  fite  of  the 
ichool  and  college.  Befides  thefe  donations 
of  land,  the  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
forty  pounds  fterling,  was  fubfcribed,  to  be 
paid  in  labor,  provisions,  and  materials  for 
building.  With  thefe  advantages,  and  the 
profpect  of  a  rapidly  increafing  neighbor- 
hood, in  a  fertile  foil,  on  both  fides  of  Con- 
necticut river,  Dodlor  Wheelock  removed  his 
family  and  fchool  into  the  wildernefs.  At  1770* 
firft,  their  accommodations  were  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  other  fettlers,  on  new  lands.  They 
built  huts  of  green  logs,  and  lived  in  them, 
till  a  proper  edifice  could  be  eredled.  The 
number  of  fcholars,  at  this  time,  was  twenty- 
four  ;  of  which  eighteen  were  white,  and  the 
reft  Indians. 

Experience  had  taught  Dodlor  Wheeiock, 
that  his  Indian  youths,  however  well  educat- 
ed, were  not  to  be  depended  on  for  inftruc-  Narrati^ 
tors  of  their  countrymen.  Of  forty  who  had  NO.  5.  P» 
been  under  his  care,  twenty  had  returned  to  ao' a' 
the  vices  of  favage  life  ;  and  fome  whom  he 
efteemed  <  fubjecls  of  divine  grace,  had   not 
4  kept    their  garments   unfpotted.'       It  was,, 
therefore,  in  his  view,  necefTary  that  a  greater 
proportion  of  Englifh  youths  iliould  be  edu- 
cated, to  ferve  as  rniffionaries,  and  overfee  the 
conduct  of  the  Indian  teachers.      This  wa$ 
given  as  the  grand  r§afon,  for  uniting  the 
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1770.  college  with  the  Indian  fchool,  and  placing  it 
under  the  fame  government ;  though  the  ap- 
propriations were  diftin&ly  preferved.  That 
the  general  concerns  of  the  inftitution  might 
be  better  regulated,  and  the  intrufion  of  vic- 
ious perfons  within  the  purlieus  of  the  col- 
lege prevented ;  a  diftrift  of  three  miles 
fquare  was  put  under  its  jurifdiclion,  and 
the  President  was  inverted  with  the  office  of 
a  m^giftrate.  In  1771,  a  commencement  was 
held,  and  the  firfb  degrees  were  conferred,  on 
four  ftudents  ;  one  of  whom  was  John  Whee- 
lock,  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of  the  founder. 

Another  improvement  was  made  about  the 
fame  time,  by  dividing  the  Province  into 
counties.  This  had  been  long  fought,  but 
C.oul4  not  be  obtained.  The  inconvenience 
to  which  the  people  in  the  weflern  parts  of 
the  Province  were  fubjecl,  by  reafon  of  their 
diflance  from  Portfmouth,  where  all  the 
Courts  were  held,  was  extremely  burdenfome; 
whilil  the  convenience  and  emoluments  of 
office  were  enjoyed  by  gentlemen  in  that  vi- 
cinity. Some  attempts  to  divide  the  Prov- 
ince had  been  made  in  the  former  adminif- 
tration  ;  but  without  effe6t.  The  rapid  in- 
creafe  of  inhabitants  for  feveral  years,  made 
3.  divifion  fo  neceilary,  that  it  had  become  one 
of  the  principal  fubje&s  of  debate,  in  the  Af- 
fembly,  from  the  time  of  the  Governor's  ar- 
rival. Several  feffions  paflecl  before  all  points 
could  be  adjufled.  The  number  of  counties, 
and  the  lines  of  divifion,  were  not  eafily  a- 
greed  to,  and  a  punctilio  of  prerogative  about 
the  erecting  of  Courts,  made  fome  difficulty; 
but  it  was  finally  determined,  that  the  num- 
ber of  counties  fliould  be  five  :  and  the 
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lourts  were  eftablifhed  by  an  act  of  the  1771. 
whole  legislature.  It  was  paffed  with  a  claufe, 
fufpending  its  operation,  till  the  King's  plea- 
fure  mould  be  known.  The  royal  approba- 
tion being  obtained,  it  took  effect  in  1771. 
The  five  counties  were  named  by  the  Gover- 
nor, after  fome  of  his  friends  in  England  ; 
Rockingham,  StrafFord,  Hillfborough,  Chefh- 
ire,  and  Grafton.  The  counties  of  StrafFord 
and  Grafton  being  much  lefs  populous,  than 
the  others,  were  to  remain  annexed  to  the 
county  of  Rockingham,  till  the  Governor,  by 
advice  of  Council,  mould  declare  them  com- 
petent to  the  cxercife  of  their  refpective  ju- 
rif  dictions  ;  which  was  done  in  1773. 

The  year  1771  was  alfo  diftinguimed  by 
the  abolition  of  paper  currency.  Silver  and 
gold  had  been  gradually  introduced,  and  the 
paper  had  for  feveral  years  been  called  in  by 
taxes.  The  time  limited  for  its  exiftence  be- 
ing now  come,  it  totally  difappeared. 

The  death  of  the  late  Governor  produced 
confequences  which  materially  affected  his  J^0*j^ 
fuccellor.  This  family  had  been  for  many  tat  7*. 
years  of  the  firft  rank  in  the  Province,  and 
fome  of  its  members  and  connexions  had  held 
the  principal  offices,  In  fuch  a  cafe,  domeflic 
union  may  be  confidered  as  neceiTary  to  pre- 
ferve  public  honor.  The  late  Governor, 
though  fuperfeded,  had  been  treated  with 
every  mark  of  refpect ;  and  having  no  chil- 
dren, it  was  expected  his  fucceffor  would  ba 
his  principal  heir.  A  later  will,  made  in  fa- 
vor of  his  young  widow,  and  unknown  till 
after  his  death,  caufed  a  fuciden  difappoint- 
ment ;  which,  if  it  had  evaporated  in  private 
reflexions  only,  might  have  paffed  among  the 
L  t 
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1771.  infirmities  incident  to  humanity,  and  with 
them  might  have  been  configned  to  oblivion  ; 
for   it   is   beneath  the  dignity  of  hiflory,  to 
record  the  altercations  of  families,  unleis  they 
are  connected  with   public  tranfaclions,  or 
events. 

Antiquated  claims  upon  the  late  Gover- 
nor's eilate  were  revived  ;  and  law-fuits  were 
commenced,  which  probably  would  not  have 
been  agitated,  if  the  expected  difpofition  had 
been  made.  But  the  moil  alarming  effect  of 
this  unhappy  difappointment  was  a  queflion, 
which  the  Governor  moved  in  Council, 
March  10.  *  whether  the  refervations  of  five  hundred 
MS  de  o  '  acres,  in  feveral  townfhips,  made  by  the  late 
fitioo  of  fe- '  Governor,  Benning  Wentworth,  in  the  char- 
cwncu^  '  ter  grants,  conveyed  the  title  to  him  ?'  The 
Council  determined  this  queflion  in  the  neg- 
ative. The  Governor  then  afked,  whether 
they  would  advife  him  to  grant  the  faid  tracts, 
to  fuch  of  his  Majeily's  fubjecls,  as  mould 
fettle  and  cultivate  the  fame  ?  To  this  they 
gave  their  affent.  Seven  of  the  Counfellors 
prefent  on  this  occafion  were  the  Governor's 
relations.  The  eighth  was  Peter  Livius,  a 
gentleman  of  foreign  extraction,  who  enter- 
ed his  diffent.  He  had  for  feveral  years  ferv- 
ed  as  a  Juflice  of  the  Common  Pleas  ;  but 
on  the  divifion  of  the  Province  into  counties, 
it  was  neceffary  to  iffue  new  commiffions. 
Finding  himfelf  overlooked  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  and  his  private  affairs  calling 
him  abroad,  he  failed  for  England,  and  there 

1772.  exhibited  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  articles  of 
complaint   againft  the    Governor   and    his 

J°'y "      Council. 

The  firfl  was,  that  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
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cil,  without  any  legal  procefs,  or  the  inter-    1772. 
vention  of  a  jury,  had  deprived  the  grantees 
under  the  Crown  of  their  lands,   on  fuggef- 
tion  only  that  the  conditions  had  not  been 
fulfilled. 

The  fecond  was,  that  the  duty  paid  by- 
foreign  {hipping,  commonly  called  powder 
money,  had  not  been  accounted  for,  fince  the 
year  1741  ;  and  that  the  Council  had  refu- 
fed  to  join  with  the  Reprefentatives  in  an  in- 
quiry into  this  matter  in  the  year  1768. 

The  third  was,  that  the  Governor  had 
moved  in  Council,  that  the  lands  referved  to 
the  late  Governor,  in  the  charters  of  town- 
fhips, mould  be  regranted  to  himfelf,  through 
the  medium  of  another  perfon  ;  and  that  the 
protefl  of  the  complainant,  againft  the  legal- 
ity of  this  proceeding,  was  rejected. 

The  fourth  was,  that  in  confequence  of 
the  oppofition,  which  he  was  in  duty  bound 
thus  to  make,  he  had  been  injuriously  treated, 
and  had  received  perfonal  abufe  from  the 
Governor, 

The  fifth  was,  that  pending  an  action  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  brought  by  the  Gover- 
nor, though  in  other  names,  the  Judges  had 
feveral  times  been  changed,  till  a  queftion  on 
a  point  of  law  was  determined  in  favor  of 
the  Governor. 

The  fixth  article  flated,  that  the  complain- 
ant had  expected  to  prove  feveral  of  the  above 
facts,  by  referring  to  copies  of  the  Council 
records  in  their  Lordihip's  office  ;  but  was 
furprifed  to  find  that  the  Governor  had  dif- 
obeyed  his  inflructions  in  not  fending  them. 

The  memorial  concluded  with  a  general 
charge  of  partiality  arifing  from  the  family 
connexions  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 
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1772.        Copies  of  this  memorial  were  fent  to  the 
MS  copies,  Governor  and  Council,  who  fepr.mtely  pre- 
pared and  returned  diftincl:  anfwers  to  the 
feveral  articles  of  complaint. 

To  the  firfl,  it  was  faid,  that  the  refump- 
tion  of  grants  forfeited  by  non-compliance 
with  the  conditions  of  fettlement  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General,  given  in  1752 ;  that  the  in- 
variable ufage  in  thefe  cafes,  had  been  to  iiTue 
notice  to  delinquent  proprietors,  that  they 
fhould  appear  on  a  fet  day,  and  fhew  caufe 
why  their  (hares  fhould  not  be  forfeited  and 
regranted;  that  their  allegations  had  been  al- 
ways treated  with  proper  refpect,  and  that  no 
complaint  of  injuflice  had  been  made  by  any 
perfons  whofe  grants  had  been  thus  refumed. 
To  the  fecond  it  was  anfwered,  that  the 
amount  of  powder-money,  during  the  former 
adminiflration,  though  long  neglected  had 
been  lately  recovered;  and  that  fince  1768, 
it  had  been  regularly  accounted  for.  The 
reafon  for  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Coun- 
cil, with  the  vote  for  inquiring  into  this  mat- 
ter, was  their  refpedl  to  the  royal  prerogative, 
conceiving  that  the  Houfe  had  no  concern 
with  the  matter. 

To  the  third  article,  it  was  faid,  that  the 
late  Governor,  confcious  of  the  infufBciency 
of  his  title,  had  folicited  his  fucceffor  for 
grants  of  thefe  refervations,  which  he  had 
declined  giving,  unlefs  a  mandamus  from  the 
King  could  be  procured  ;  that  this  uncer- 
tainty had  prevented  his  alienating  them ; 
that  in  confequence,  they  were  uncultivated 
and  forfeited  ;  that  fome  of  thefe  lands  had 
beea  regranted  to  other  perfoas  ;  but  that 
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the  prefent  Governor  had  no  intereft  directly  1772, 
or  indirectly  in  them.  The  Council  denied, 
that  the  Governor  had  ever  propofed  the 
granting  of  thefe  lands  to  himfelf,  through 
another  perfon.  They  alfo  denied  that  the 
diffent  of  the  memorialift  had  been  refufed. 

The  charge  of  perfonal  abufe,in  the  fourth 
article,  was  contradicted  and  retorted  ;  but  it 
was  conceded,  that  the  Governor  had  told 
him  that  his  reafons  of  diffent  were  not 
founded  in  truth. 

In  anfwer  to  the  fifth  article,  it  was  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  action  was  brought  for 
the  Governor's  benefit  ;  but  that  any  unfair 
means  were  ufed  to  influence  the  Court  was 
denied.  This  denial  was  corroborated  by 
the  depoiidons  of  the  Judges  themfelves,  and 
of  the  Attorneys  who  were  concerned  in  the 
fuit.  It  was  alfo  proved  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  on  the  queflion  of  law,  was  of 
no  moment,  being  reverfed  by  the  Superior 
Court,  before  which  the  caufe  was  carried  by 
appeal. 

To  the  fixth  article,  it  was  anfwered,  that 
the  Governor  had  directed  the  Secretary  to 
furnilh  him  with  copies  of  all  the  public 
tranfactions  which  had  ufually  been  fent  to 
England,  and  that  he  had  regularly  tran£- 
mitted  them.  But  it  appeared  from  the  af- 
fidavit of  the  Secretary,  that  in  June  1760, 
the  late  Governor  had  ordered  him  not  to 
tranfcribe  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  when 
fitting  without  the  AfTembly,  unlefs  fpecially 
directed  ;  and  fince  that  time  it  had  been 
nfual  to  fend  the  journal  of  the  Council  when 
fitting  as  a  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and  not  as  a 
Council  of  State. 
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1772.  In  fine  the  Council  denied  that  they   had 
ever  acted  in  their  public  capacity,  from  any 
private  or  family  intereft  ;  but  afferted,  that 
they  had  frequently  given  their  judgment  di- 
rectly againft  it  ;  and   they  concluded  with 
very  fevere  reflections  on  the  complainant. 

1773.  With  thefe  anfwers,  were  tranfmitted  a 
MS  copies,  great  number  of  depofitions,  from  perfons  of 

all  ranks  and  profeffions,  teflifying  in  favor 
of  the  Governor.  Thefe  being  laid  before 
*~^e  Lords  of  Trade,  and  the  memorialift  be- 
ing  heard  in  reply,  the  Board  reprefented  to 
the  King,  that  the  complaint  againft  the  Go- 
vernor c  had  been  fully  verified.'  At  the 
fame  time  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  repre- 
fent,  '  that  the  reports  which  they  had  receiv- 

*  ed,  through  different  channels,  of  the  fitu- 

*  ation  of  affairs  within  New-Hampfhire,did 

*  all   concur  in  reprefenting  the   colony  to 

*  have  been,  fince  Mr.  Wentworth's  appoint- 

*  ment,  in  a  ftate   of  peace   and  profperity  ; 

*  that  its  commerce  had  been  extended,  and 

*  the   number  of  ;ts  inhabitants   increafed  ; 

*  and  that  every  attempt  made  to  excite  the 
c  people  to  diforder  and  difobedience,  had 

*  been,  by  the  firm  and  temperate  conduct  of 

*  Mr.  Wentworth,  fuppreffed  and  reftrained.' 

When  the  caufe  was  reheard  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  it  was  obferved 
iy  **.     by  tne  Governor's  advocate,  that  'peace,  prof- 
c  perity  and  obedience,  were  not  compatible 

*  with  oppreffion  and  injuftice;  and  that  how- 

*  ever  die  Lords  of  Trade  had  in  the  begin- 
4  ning  of  their  report  condemned  the  Gover- 

*  nor,  they  had,  by  the  praife  bellowed  upon 

*  him,  in  the  end  contradicted  themfelves.' 

The  Lords  of  the   committee  reported  to 
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the  King  in  Council,  their  judgment  upon    1773. 
feveral  articles  of  the  complaint,  in  fubflance  Aus- *6> 

printed   r?- 
aS  ToliOWS.  port. 

4  That  by  the  law  of  England,  when  lands 
were  granted,  upon  condition,  the  breach  of 
that  condition  mufl  be  found  by  a  jury  under 
a  commiflion  from  the  Court  of  Chancery  ; 
but  that  no  fuch  Court  exifted  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ;  and  though  the  general  rule  was  that 
the  law  of  England  extended  to  the  Colonies, 
yet  it  mud  be  underilood  to  mean,  fuch  part 
of  the  law  as  is  adapted  to  the  ilate  and  con- 
ilitution  of  them.  That  though  the  Gover- 
nor had  refumed  and  regranted  lands,  yet 
there  was  no  evidence  that  fuch  resumptions 
had  been  made  without  proof  or  public  no- 
toriety, that  the  conditions  of  former  grants 
had  not  been  complied  with  ;  and  that  no 
complaint  had  been  made  by  any  perfon 
fuppofed  to  be  injured.  That  it  had  not 
been  proved  that  refumptions  had  been  made 
without  notice  to  the  proprietors  ;  and  it  had 
not  even  been  fuggefted,  in  cafes  where  time 
had  been  allowed,  that  grants  were  refumed 
before  the  expiration  of  it.  That  the  lands 
granted  to  the  late  Governor  were  granted 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  which  was  Sufficient 
to  convey  a  title  ;  and  that  the  Council  was 
miitaken  in  thinking  otherwife.  That  the 
Governor,  by  their  advice,  did  refume  and 
re  grant  feveral  tracls  of  land  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  late  Governor  ;  but  it  had  not 
been  proved  that  the  faid  lands  were  regrant- 
ed in  truft  for  himfelf ;  and  in  many  inftan- 
ces  fuch  lands  were  regranted  to  different  in- 
habitants for  their  own  ufe  and  benefit ;  and 
that  the  late  Governor's  widow  had  not  com- 
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1773.  plained  of  any  injury,  by  fuch  refumption. 
That  it  appeared  to  have  been  the  conftant 
practice  when  any  (landing  juflice  of  a  Court 
was  interefled  in  a  fuit,  for  a  fpecial  Juftice 
to  be  appointed  ;  that  other  caufes  were  de- 
pending at  the  fame  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  in  which  the  (landing  Juftices 
were  interested,  and  there  was  no  proof  that 
fpecial  Indices  were  appointed  on  account  of 
that  particular  caufe  in  which  the  Governor 
was  concerned  ;  but  that  the  cormniffion  was 
folicited  in  the  common  form  ;  and  that  the 
defendant  himfelf  had  te (lifted  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  commiffion  or  to  the  fpe- 
cial Juftices.  With  refpect  to  the  tranfmif. 
fion  of  the  records  of  Council,  it  was  their 
opinion  that  it.  might  be  proper  to  revive  that 
practice,  as  it  had  been  conducted  previoufly 
to  the  year  1760.  But  upon  the  whole,  they 
fubmitted  their  judgment  that  there  *  was  no 

*  foundation  for  any  cenfure  upon  the  faid 

*  Governor,  for  any  of  the  charges  contained 
4  in  the  complaint,  and  that  the  general  con- 

*  duct  of  his  adminiftration  had  tended  great- 

*  ly  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  faid 

*  Province.' 

This  report  was  approved  by  the  King  in 
g.  counci^  ancj  tne  complaint  was  difmiflecL 
But  the  Governor  was  (Iriclly  enjoined,  to 
tranfmit  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  authentic 
copies  of  the  journals  of  the  Council,  as  a 
Council  of  State. 

In  this  controverfy  Mr.  Livius  met  with 
great  fupport,  from  the  intereft  of  thofe  who 
wiflied  to  difplace  the  Governor ;  and  they 
became  fb  deeply  engaged  to  him,  as  to  pro- 
cure for  him  an  appointment  to  be  the  Chief 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  281 

Juftice  of  New-Hampfhire  ;  but,  upon  more    1773* 
mature  confideration,  this   was  thought  too 
likely  to  produce  difcord  and  confufion,  and 
he  obtained  an  appointment  to  a  more  lucra- 
tive office  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

When  the  final  ifftfe  of  the  complaint  was 
known  in  New-Hampfhire,  a  general  fatis- 
faclion  appeared  among  the  people.  At  the 
next  feffion  of  the  AfTembly,  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  prefented  to  the  Governor, 
an  addrefs  of  congratulation,  in  the  name  of 
their  condiments ;  and  the  citizens  of  Portf- 
mouth  gave  a  fplendid  bail,  to  which  the 
Governor  and  both  Houfes  of  AfTembly  were 
invited. 

Hitherto  the  Governor  had  preferved  his 
popularity  ;  and  the  people,  in  general,  were 
fatisfied  with  his  adminiflration.  But,  the 
obligation  which  lay  on  him  to  fupport  the 
claims  of  Britain,  and  aid  the  plans  of  her 
miniflry,  rendered  his  fituation  extremely 
delicate,  and  his  popularity  very  precarious. 
The  controverfy  between  Britain  and  the  Col- 
onies was  drawing  to  a  criiis.  By  the  refer- 
vation  of  the  duty  on  tea,  the  Parliament  in- 
filled on  it  as  their  right,  to  tax  their  Ameri- 
can brethren  without  their  confent ;  and  the 
Americans,  by  withholding  the  importation 
of  tea  from  Britain,  made  ufe  of  the  only 
peaceable  mode,  in  their  power,  effedlually 
to  oppofe  that  claim.  The  revenue  failed, 
and  the  warehoufes  of  the  Eafl  India  compa- 
ny were  filled  with  an  unfaleable  commodi- 
ty. The  miniflry  and  the  company,  thus  fe- 
verely  difappointed,  formed  a  plan,  by  which 
it  was  expedled,  that  the  one  would  enforce 
their  claim,  and  the  other  fecure  their  traffic. 
M  M 
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177&  It  was  therefore  enadted  in  Parliament, 
that  the  duty  on  the  exportation  of  tea,  from 
Britain,  mould  be  taken  off;  and  the  Eaft 
India  company  be  enabled  to  fend  tea,  on 
their  own  account,  to  America,  fubject  to  a 
duty  only  of  three  pence  on  the  pound  ;  by 
which  means  it  would  come  to  us,  cheaper 
than  before,  or  than  it  could  be  procured  by 
illicit  trade. 

This  meafure  caufed  a  general  alarm, 
through  the  Colonies  ;  and  united  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  merchants,  with  the  views  of  the 
politicians,  and  the  general  fenfe  of  liberty 
in  the  people.  The  trading  towns  fet  the  ex- 
ample, which  the  others  followed,  of  paffing 
refolves,  not  to  permit  tea,  freighted  by  the 
Eaft  India  company,  to  be  landed  or  fold. 
Thefe  refolutions  were  effectual.  In  fome 
places  the  coniigiiees  were  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh  their  appointments,  and  the  tea  was  re- 
turned unladen.  In  other  places  it  was  de- 
pofited  in  ftores,  till  it  could  be  refhipped, 
I  In  Bofton,  where  the  obftinacy  of  Governor 

Hutchinfon  drove  the  people  to  defperation, 
it  was  deftroyed.  In  New-Hampfhire,  the 
prudence  of  Governor  Wentworth,  the  vigil- 
ance of  the  magiftrates  and  the  firmnefs  of  the 
people  were  combined,  and  the  hateful  com- 
modity was  fent  away  without  any  damage, 
and  with  but  little  tumult. 

1774.  The  firft  cargo  of  tea,  confiding  of  twenty- 
juoe  aj.  feven  chefts,  was  landed  and  ftored  at  the  cuf- 
torn  houfe,  before  any  people  could  aflemble 
to  obftrucl:  it.  A  town  meeting  was  called, 
and  a  propofal  was  made  to  Mr.  Parry,  the 
confignee,  to  refhip  it :  To  this  he  confented. 
A  guard  was  appointed  by  order  of  the  town, 
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to  watch  the  cuftom  houfe.  The  tea  having  1774« 
been  entered,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  duty 
fhould  be  paid  ;  which  was  done  openly,  by 
the  confignee.  The  Governor  convened  the 
Council,  and  kept  the  magiflrates  and  peace 
officers  in  readinefs  to  fupprefs  any  riotous 
appearances  ;  but  there  was  no  need  of  their 
exertion.  The  tea  was  peaceably  refhipped 
and  fent  to  Halifax. 

A  fecond  cargo  of  thirty  chefts,  which  Sept.  r. 
came  configned  to  the  fame  perfbn,  raifed  a 
f mall  ferment ;  and  the  windows  of  his  lodg- 
ings were  broken.  He  applied  to  the  Gover- 
nor for  protection.  The  Governor,  as  before, 
fummoned  the  Council  and  magiflrates.  The 
town,  by  their  committee,  prevailed  on  the 
confignee  to  fend  the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  ha- 
ving paid  the  duty,  without  which  the  fhip 
could  not  legally  be  cleared  at  the  cuflom 
houfe. 

A  general  deteflation  of  the  meafures,  pur- 
fued  by  the  Britifh  miniflry,  to  rivet  the 
chains  on  America,  universally  prevailed. 
The  towns  had  feverally  pafTed  refolves,  a£- 
ferting  their  right  of  exemption  from  all  tax- 
ation by  Parliament  ;  condemning  the  im- 
portation and  ufe  of  tea;  and  appointing  com- 
mittees of  infpection  to  carry  their  refolu- 
tions  into  effect.  The  committees  were  vi- 
gilant ;  and  being  aided  by  the  general  fen- 
timent  of  the  people,  their  exertions  were  fuc- 
cefsful. 

The  controverfy  had  now  advanced,  to  a 
ftage,  which  excited  the  mofl  ferious  appre- 
henfions.  The  Parliament  had  afTumed  ju- 
dicial, as  well  as  leg  illative  powers  ;  and  di- 
rected their  vengeance  againfl  Boflon.  Its 
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1774.  port  was  fhut,  and  guarded  by  fhips  of  war  ; 
its  commerce  was  interdicted ;  its  tradefmen 
were  without  employment;  and  its  poor  with- 
out bread.  A  military  Governor  prefided 
there,  and  was  drawing  together  all  the  Brit- 
ifh  troops  from  every  part  of  America  ;  that 
he  might  be  prepared,  to  make  any  fanguina- 
ry  experiment,  which,  in  the  minifterial  plan 
of  coercion,  might  be  judged  neceflary. 

The  fympathy  of  their  American  breth- 
ren, raifed  contributions,  for  the  relief  of  the 
numerous  poor  in  Boflon,  who  were  regarded 
as  fuffering  in  the  common  caufe.  But,  to 
guard  ourfelves  effectually  againfl  the  gather- 
ing florm,  a  union  of  the  Colonies  was  thought 
absolutely  neceflary  ;  and  recourfe  was  had  to 
the  fame  meafure  which  had  formerly  beea 
tried  in  cafes  of  common  danger,  to  hold  a 
CONGRESS  of  delegates  from  each  Colony. 

The  enemies  of  America  have  uniformly 
cenfured  this  meafure  as  unprecedented,  ille- 
gal and  dangerous.  That  it  was  dangerous 
to  the  deligns  of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  is 
admitted  ;  but  for  that  reafon,  it  was  to  us 
the  means  of  fafety.  Though  it  was  not  fup- 
ported  by  any  written  law, yet  it  was  evident- 
ly founded  on  felf  prefervation,  the  firil  law 
of  nature.  But  that  it  was  unprecedented, 
is  a  very  great  miftake.  From  the  middle 
of  the  preceding  century,  the  united  Colonies 
of  New-England,  held  annual,  or  femiannual 
meetings  of  Commiffioners,  on  their  common 
concerns,  for  above  forty  years.  From  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  to  that  of  George  the 
fecond,  Governors,  and  delegates  from  Coun- 
cils and  Aflemblies,  occafionally  met  in  cen- 
tral places,  to  hold  conferences  relative  to 
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ions  of  war,  or  treaties  with  the  Indian    1774. 
,*     Thefe  meetings,  ufually  called  by 
ie  name  of  CONGRESSES,  though  unknown, 
>r  difregarded  in  Britain,  were  familiar  to  the 
>eople  of  America  ;  and  what  could   be  a 
more  natural  or  obvious  flep,  in  a  time  of 
common  danger,  than  to  aflemble  by  depu- 
ties, and  confer  on  the  means  of  fafety  ?  Pre- 
cedents were  numerous,  that  Governors  and 
delegates  had  held  thefe  AlTemblies,    when 
their  interefts  were  united;  what  then  fhould 
hinder  the  people  from  following  the  exam- 
ple, when   their  mtereil  required    them  to 
meet,  without    their    Governors,  who  were 
endeavoring  to  maintain  a  feparate  intereil  ? 
At  the  meeting  of  the  AlTembly  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  in  the  fpring,  the  Houfe  of  Rep-  *  ay  * 
refentatives,  conformably  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Affemblies  in  the  other  Colonies,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  correfpondence.  The 
Governor,  who  had  in  vain  labored  to  prevent 
this  meafure,  adjourned  the   AfTembly,  and  ,ul  8 
after  a  few  days,  difTolved  it ;  hoping,  by  this 
means,  to  diffolve  thecommittee  alfo.  But  they 
were  not  reilricled  by  forms.  On  a  fummons 
iffiied  by  the  committee,  the  Reprefentatives 
met  again,  in  their  own  chamber.  The  Gov-  ^uly  ** 
ernor,  attended  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty, went  among  them.     They  rofe  at  his  en-  - 
trance.     He  declared  their  meeting  illegal, 
and  directed  the  Sheriff  to  make  open  procla- 
mation, for  all  perfons  to  difperfe,   and  keep 

•  'May  6,  I7j4.  A  queftion  was  moved  in  Council  by  the  Governor, 
Whether  it  be  not  an  infringement  of  tie  prerogative  for  tho  Houfe  to 
join  with  the  Council,  in  appofating  delegates  to  the  Congrvfs  at  Alba- 
ny I  To  which  the  Council  anfwercd  ;  that  the  Houft-  had  no  inher- 
ent right  ;  but  it  bad  been  long  the  cujlum,  nt  fuch  interviews^  for  the 
lower  Houfe  to  nominate  perform,  to  be  joined  with  fuch  as  the  Ci  uncil 
fhould  appoint.'  Council 
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1774,  the  King's  Peace.  When  he  had  retired  they 
refumed  their  feats ;  but,  on  further  confider- 
ation,  adjourned  to  another  houfe  ;  and  after 
foine  coriverfation,  wrote  letters  to  all  the 
towns  in  the  Province  ;  requeuing  them  to 
fend  deputies,  to  hold  a  Convention  at  Exe- 
ter, who  ihould  choofe  delegates  for  a  gene- 
ral Congrefs  ;  and  to  pay  their  refpeclive 
quotas  of  two  hundred  pounds,  agreeably  to 
the  laft  proportion  of  the  Provincial  tax. 
They  alfo  recommended  a  day  of  fading  and 
prayer,  to  be  obferved  by  the  feveral  congre- 
gations, on  account  of  the  gloomy  appear- 
ance of  public  affairs.  The  day  was  obfer- 
ved, with  religious  folemnity.  The  money 

3u!rj4,  was  collected.  Eighty-five  deputies  were 
chofen  and  met  at  Exeter,  where  they  delega- 

jrfj2x."  tec[  Nathaniel  Folfom  and  John  Sullivan, 
Efquires,  to  attend  the  propofed  Congrefs,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  September,  and  delivered  to 
them  the  money  which  had  been  collected, 
to  defray  their  expenfes.  They  alfo  recom- 
mended the  diftrefled  flate  of  Boflon,  to  the 
commiferation  of  their  brethren  in  New- 
Hampmire  ;  and  contributions  were  raifed  in 
many  of  the  towns  for  their  relief. 

pariiamcnf  Governor  was  now  convinced,  and  in 

ar?  rcgiftcr.  his  letters  to  the  miniftry  acknowledged,  that 
1,',  <  the  union  of  the  Colonies  would  not  be  loft 
<  in  New-Hampihire.'  At  the  fame  time,  he 
did  the  people  the  juflice  to  fay,  that  they 
had  abftained  from  violence  and  outrage,  and 
that  the  laws  had  their  courfe.  In  his  letters 
which  were  publiflied  by  the  miniftry,  there 
appears  a  fpirit  of  candor  toward  the  people, 
as  well  as  a  defire  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
the  approbation  of  his  fuperiors.  Though 
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he  faw  another  authority  rifing  in  the  Pro-  1774, 
vince,  founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  public 
opinion,  and  unreftrained  reprefentation,  an 
authority  over  which  he  had  no  influence  or 
control ;  yet  he  endeavored  to  preferve  the 
fhadow  of  the  royal  government,  and  keep  up 
its  forms  as  long  as  poffible. 

But  it  was  impracticable  for  a  perfon,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  he  was,  to  withfland  the  fpirit 
of  the  people.*  That  his  wifh  was  to  pre- 
vent a  rupture,  there  is  fufficient  evidence, 
for  candor  to  believe.  But  it  cannot  be 
thought  ftrange,  that  in  his  endeavors  to  com- 
ply with  the  expectations  of  the  miniftry, 
and  their  inflruments,  which  he  conceived  to 
be  his  duty,  he  {hould  fall  into  fuch  a  fnare, 
as  to  lofe  the  affections  of  the  people  ;  for  it 
was  impoffible  to  pleafe  both. 

The  troops  in  Bofton  wanted  barracks,  to 
fecure  them  againft  the  approaching  winter. 
The  artificers  of  the  town,were,by  the  popular 
voice,  reftrained  from  working  in  the  fervice 
of  Government.  General  Gage  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  fend  for  amflance  to  the  neigh- 
boring Governors,  and,  among  others,to  Gov- 
ernor \Ventworth.  Inflead  of  convening  his 
Council  for  their  advice,  or  iffuing  a  procla- 
mation, inviting  help  and  promifing  reward, 
he  privately  employed  a  perfon  to  hire  car- 
penters to  go  to  Bofton.  It  was  impoffiblq 
that  the  fecret  mould  be  kept,  and  when  it 
was  known,  his  belt  friends  reprobated  his 

*  The  following  paragraph  of  one  of  his  private  letters,  written  at  that 
time,  to  a  confidential  friend,  defervcs  to  be  remembered. 

•  Our  hemifphcre  threatens  a  hurricane.     I  have   in  vain  ftiove,  almoft 

*  to  death,  to  prevent  it.     If  I  can,  at  latt,  biing  out  of  it,  fafety  to  my 

*  country,  aad  honor   to  our  fovereign,  my   labors  will  be  joyful.     My 
-•*•  beset  is  devoted  to  it,  and  you  kr,ow  it»  fincerity.' 

MS  fetter  to  T.  W.  W. 
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1774.  conduct.  The  Committee  of  Portfmouth,  at 
the  head  of  which,  was  his  uncle,  Hanking 
Wentworth,  bore  their  public  teftimony  a- 
gainft  it ;  and  cenfured  him,  not  by  name, 
but  by  implication,  as  *  an  enemy  to  the  com- 
munity,' and  the  men  whom  he  had  employ- 
ed, as  *  unworthy  of  fociety.'  The  agent  in 
this  fecret  buimefs,  was  brought  on  his  knees 
before  the  committee  of  Rochefter,  and  made 
an  humble  acknowedgment.  This  prudent 
ftep  of  the  committee,  difarmed  the  popular 
rage,  and  prevented  any  injury  to  his  per- 
fon  or  property. 

£c  t  The  tranfaclions    of  the  Congrefs   which 

met  at  Philadelphia,  were  univerfally  ap- 
proved. The  fpirit  of  them  was  firm,  but 
pacific.  The  mode  of  oppofition,  to  the  ar- 
bitrary claims  of  Britain,  which  they  recom- 
mended, was  non-importation  and  non-con- 
fumption.  But  in  the  clofe  of  their  addrefs, 
to  their  conflituents,  they  advifed  them  to 
4  extend  their  views  to  the  mofl  unhappy  e- 
4  vents,  and  to  be  in  all  refpecb  prepared  for 
*  every  contingency.'  Not  long  after  this  ad- 
vice was  made  public,  a  contingency  prefent- 
ed  itfelf,  in  which  the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  gave  an  example  of  that  fpirit,  by  which 
the  whole  country  was  animated. 

An  order  having  been  pafled  by  the  King 
in  Council,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
gunpowder  and  other  military  (lores,  to  Amer- 

Dec.  13.  ica  ;  a  copy  of  it  was  brought  by  exprefs  to 
Portfmouth,  at  a  time,  when  a  ihip  of  war 
was  daily  expected  from  Bofton,  with  a  party 
of  troops,  to  take  pofTeflion  of  fort  William 
and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
The  committee  of  the  town,  with  all  poflible 
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fecrefy  and  difpatch,  collected  a  company,  1774. 
from  that  and  fome  of  the  neighboring  towns; 
and  before  the  Governor  had  any  fufpicion 
of  their  intentions,  they  proceeded  to  New- 
caftle,  and  afTaulted  the  fort.  The  Captain 
and  his  five  men  (which  was  the  whole  gar- 
rifon)  were  confined,  and  one  hundred  bar- 
rels of  powder  were  carried  off.  The  next 
day,  another  company  went  and  removed 
fifteen  of  the  lighteft  cannon,  and  all  thefmall 
arms,  with  fome  other  warlike  (lores  ;  which 
they  diftributed  in  the  feveral  towns,  under 
the  care  of  the  committees.  Major  John 
Sullivan,  and  Captain  John  Langdon,  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves,  as  leaders  in  this  affair. 
It  was  tranfacled  with  great  expedition  and 
alacrity,  and  in  the  moft  fortunate  point  of 
time ;  jufl  before  the  arrival  of  the  Scar- 
borough frigate,  and  Canfeau  floop,  with  fev- 
eral companies  of  foldiers  ;  who  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  fort,  and  of  the  heavy  cannon 
which  had  not  been  removed. 

The  Governor  put  the  five  men,  who  be- 
longed to  the  fort,  onboard  the  mips  of  war, 
to  be  referved  as  evidences  in  cafe  of  a  profe- 
cution  of  the  offenders  for  high  treafon  ;  and 
having  confulted  Council  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Province,  thought  it  his  duty  ; 
that  he  might  prevent  any  charge  of  mifpri£- 
ion  of  treafon  againfl  himfelf;  to  difmifsfrorn 
public  truft,  all  thofe  perfons  concerned  in 
the  affault  of  the  fort,  who  had  held  any  of- 
fice under  the  government,  and  concerning 
whofe  proceedings  he  had  authentic  teftimo- 
ny.  He  alfo  iffued  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  a£ 
fift  in  detecting  and  fecuring  the  offenders  ; 
NN 
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1774.  and  exhorting  all  the  people  to  beware  of  being1 
feduced,  by  the  falfe  arts  and  menaces  of 
abandoned  men. 

It  was  thought  proper  by  the  Governor 
and  fome  of  his  friends,  to  form  an  affilia- 
tion, for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  govern- 
ment, and  for  their  mutual  defence.  They 
boafted,  that  an  hundred  men  could  be  pro- 
cured, from  the  {hips,  at  a  minute's  warning. 

1775  This  tranfaclion  expofed  the  weaknefs  of  the 
caufe,  which  they  meant  to  fupport  ;  for 
what  could  an  hundred  men  do  againft  the 
whole  country  ? 

A  fecond  convention  of  deputies  met  at 

Jan.  35.  Exeter,  to  confult  on  the  fhate  of  affairs,  and 
appoint  delegates  for  the  next  general  Con- 
grefs,  to  be  holden  on  the  tenth  of  May,  at 
Philadelphia.  Major  Sullivan  and  Captain 
Langdon  were  chofen  ;  and  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  was  ordered  to  de- 
fray their  expenfes.  This  convention  iffued 
an  addrefs  to  the  people,  warning  them  of 
their  danger  ;  exhorting  them  to  union,  peace 
and  harmony,  frugality,  induftry,  manufac- 
tures, and  learning  the  military  art  ;  that 
they  might  be  able,  if  neceflary,  to  defend  the 
country  againfl  invafion.  They  appointed  a 
committee  of  correfpondence,  with  power  to 
call  another  convention,  when  they  fhould 
judge  it  necefTary. 

The  winter  paffed  away  in  gloomy  appre- 
henfion  and  anxiety.  Men  of  confideration 
faw  that  a  wide  breach  was  made,  and  that  it 
could  not  eafily  be  clofed.  Some  happy  ge- 
nius was  wanted  to  plan,  and  wifdom  on  both 
fides  to  adopt,  a  constitution  for  Britain  and 
America.  Royal  charters  and  inftrudions, 
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acts  of  Parliaments  and  precedents  of  all  kinds,  1775. 
were  at  bell  but  a  rotten  foundation.  The 
ore  of  temporary  expedients  was  exhauft- 
d.  It  was  doubtful  whether  force  could  gen- 
ate  fubmiffion,  or  whether  refiftance  could 
nervate  force.  '  Neither  country  was  fenfi- 
le  of  the  ftrengtfa  and  refources  of  the  other, 
he  prefs  teemed  with  arguments  on  both 
des  ;  but  no  plan  of  conciliation  was  adopt- 
d.  A  fair  and  candid  reprefentation  of  our 
rievances  could  not  be  received,  in  the  Court 
of  Britain.  Each  fide  was  tenacious  of  its 
claims,  and  there  appeared  no  difpofition  to 
relax.  When  two  independent  nations  are 
in  fuch  a  flate,  they  generally  find  among 
their  friends  and  allies,  fome  mediating  pow- 
er, to  bring  them  to  terms  and  prevent  a 
rupture.  Between  Britain  and  America,  no 
mediator  could  be  found.  The  controverfy 
could  be  decided  only  by  the  fupreme  arbi- 
ter of  nations. 

The  firft  mips,  which  arrived  in  the  fpring, 
brought  us  news  that  the  petition  of  Congrefs 
was  gracioufly  received  by  the  King  ;  and 
that  the  merchants  of  England  were  petition- 
ing in  our  favor.  This  revived  our  hopes. 
Soon  after  we  were  informed,  that  the  Par- 
liament had  voted  the  exiftence  of  a  rebellion 
in  MafTachufetts  ;  and  that  the  other  Colo- 
nies were  aiding  and  affifling  :  That  the 
Lords  and  Commons  had  addreffed  the  King, 
to  enforce  the  revenue-acts,  and  had  allured 
him,  that  they  would  (land  by  him,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  :  That  the  King  had  de- 
manded an  augmentation  of  his  forces,  by 
fea  and  land  :  That  the  commerce  of  the 
New-England  Colonies  was  to  be  reftrained, 
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1775.  and  their  fifhery  prohibited ;  and  that  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  troops,  horfe  and  foot, 
were  ordered  to  America.  Thefe  tidings 
threw  us  into  diftrefs.  A  war  feemed  inevi- 
table ;  and  a  gloom  overfpread  the  whole 
country.  The  people  of  Boflon  began  to  re- 
move from  the  town  ;  and  thofe,  who  could 
not  remove,  were  folicitous  to  fecure  their 
moil  valuable  effedls.  In  the  midft  of  this 
diftrefs,  a  frigate  arrived  exprefs  from  Eng- 
14.  land  ;  with  an  account  of  a  propofal  made 
and  voted  in  Parliament,  which  was  called 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  propofition.  It 
was  this  ;  '  that  when  any  Colony  by  their 
c  Governor,  Council  and  AfTembly,  fhall  en- 

*  gage  to  make  provifion,  for  the  fupport  of 
civil  government,  and  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice,  in  fuch  colony  ;  it  will   be  proper,  if 
fuch  propofal  be  approved  by  the  King  and 
Parliament,  for  fo  long  time   as  fuch  pro- 
vifion fhall  be  made,  to  forbear  to  levy  any 

*  duties  or  taxes  in  fuch  Colony,  except  for 
c  the  regulation  of  Commerce  ;  the  neat  pro- 

*  ceeds  of  which  fhall  be  carried  to  the  ac- 

*  count  of  fuch  Colony  refpe&ively.'     The 
troops,  however,  were  to  remain  ;  and  the 
refradlory    Colonies    were  to   be  punifhed, 
This  propofition  was  faid  to  be  founded  on 
fome  advice,  received  from  New- York,  that 
if  conceffions  were  made  by  Parliament,  they 
would  cenfure  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs, 
and  break  the  union  of  the  Colonies.     The 
propofal  was  evidently  a  bait  thrown  out  to 
divide  us,  and  tempt  us  to  defert  the  Colony 
of  MafTachufetts  ;   who  could  not    comply, 
without  fubmitting  to  the  alteration,  lately 
made  by  Parliament  in  their  charter. 
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What  might  have  been  the  effe6l  of  this  1775, 
propofition  in  the  other  Colonies,  if  it  had 
been  allowed  time  to  operate,  is  uncertain. 
The  conduct  of  General  Gage,  on  receiving 
this  news,  was  in  the  higheft  degree  abfurd 
and  inconfiftent.  He  had  been  blamed  in. 
Parliament  for  his  inactivity.  He  \w&  fronds 
in  Boilon,  who  conflantly  affured  him,  that 
the  people  in  the  country  would  not  dare  to 
face  his  troops.  He  had  been  informed  of  a 
magazine  of  provifions  and  flores,  at  Con- 
cord, laid  up  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  in 
cafe  of  extremity.  With  the  news  of  the 
conciliatory  propofition,  he  received  orders  to 
make  an  experiment  of  its  iuccefs.  On  the  April  18. 
eighteenth  day  of  April,  he  iilued  writs  for 
calling  a  general  AfTembly,  to  comply  with 
the  propofed  terms  of  reconciliation  ;  and  in 
the  night  following,  he  privately  difpatched  a 
body  of  his  troops,  to  deflroy  the  magazine 
at  Concord  ;  and  to  feize  fbme  of  the  lead- 
ers of  oppofition,  who  had  retired  from  the 
town.  He  was  induced  to  believe, that  if  be- 
tween the  ifiuing  of  his  writs,  and  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Affembly,  he  could  .ftrike  a  bold 
flroke  ;  it  would  fo  intimidate  the  people, 
and  unfit  them  for  defence,  that  they  would 
eafily  comply  with  the  terms  propofed.  But 
he  totally  miftook  the  genius  of  the  people 
of  New-England.  Nor  were  his  deligns  car- 
ried on  fo  iecretly  as  he  imagined.  The 
popular  leaders  were  feafonably  apprifed  of 
their  danger,  and  kept  themfelves  out  of  his 
reach.  The  country  was  alarmed,  by  ex- 
preifes  fent  off  in  the  night,  before  he  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  ihut  the  avenues  of 
the  town,  A  company  of  armed  citizens 
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1775.  kept  guard  at  Lexington,  on  the  road  to  Con- 
cord. The  Britifh  troops,  when  they  appear- 
ed in  the  morning,  having  ordered  them  to 
difperfe,  fired  upon  them,  as  they  were  re- 
tiring, and  killed  feveral  on  the  fpot.  They 

April  19.  then  proceeded  to  Concord,  and  deflroyed 
fuch  of  the  flores  as  had  not  been  removed  ; 
and  having  accomplifhed  their  object,  as  far 
as  they  were  able,  they  retreated  through 
fhowers  of  mufquetry  from  the  people,  who 
fuddenly  collected  from  all  quarters  to  op- 
poie  them. 

On  the  alarm  of  this  act  of  hoflility,  the 
people  of  New-Hampfliire,  and  of  the  other 
Colonies,  took  arms,  and  flew  to  the  affiftance 
of  their  brethren. 

Notwithstanding  this  ill-advifed  and  un- 
fuccefsful  attempt  of  Gage,  Governor  Went- 
worth  had  very  fanguine  hopes  of  the  good 
effect  of  the  ( conciliatory  propofition  ;'  and 
determined,  as  he  faid,  c  to  plant  the  root  of 
*•  peace  in  New-Hampfhire.'  He  fummoned 
a  new  Affembly  ;  and  in  his  fpeech,  entreat- 

Ma  4       ed  them,  as  c  the  only  legal  and  conflitution- 

*  al  Reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to  direct 

*  their  counfels  to  fuch  meafures,  as  might 
'  tend  to  fecure  their  peace  and  fafety  ;  and 
4  effectually  lead  to  a  reftoration  of  the  pub- 

*  lie  tranquillity  ;  and  an  affectionate  recon- 

*  ciliation  with  the  mother  country.'     The 
Houfe  defired  a  fhort  recefs,  that  they  might 
advife  with  their  conftituents  on  fo  momen- 
tous a  queflion  ;  and  the  Governor  reluct- 
antly confented  to  adjourn  them  to  the  twelfth 
day  of  June. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Scarborough  began  to  difmantle  the  fort ; 
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they  alfo  (lopped  two  veflels  laden  with  pro-  1775. 
vifions,  which  were  coming  into  the  harbor; 
and  notwithstanding  the  moil  prelTmg  remon- 
flrances  of  the  inhabitants,  and  folicitation 
of  the  Governor,  refufed  to  releafe  them. 
Upon  this,  a  body  of  armed  men,  went  to  a 
battery  on  Jerry's  point,  at  Great-Ifland,  and  May  *6, 
took  away  eight  cannon  of  twenty-four  and 
thirty-two  pound  {hot,  which  they  brought 
up  to  Portfmouth  ;  and  whilfl  they  were  en- 
gaged in  this  work,  the  Canfeau  {loop  convoy- 
ed the  two  provifion  vefTels  to  Boflon,  for  the 
fupply  of  the  fleet  and  army. 

A  new  convention  was  at  this  time  fitting 
at  Exeter  ;  in  which  the  Province  was  more 
fully  and  equally  reprefented,  than  it  ever 
had  been  before.  They  patted  votes  of  thanks 
to  thofe  who  had  taken  the  powder  and  guns 
from  the  fort,  in  the  preceding  winter,  and 
to  thofe  who  had  removed  the  cannon  from 
the  battery.  They  alfo  inftrudled  the  Rep- 
refentatives,  how  to  ac"l  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Affembly  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  con- 
vention was  regarded  by  the  Houfe,  as  the 
voice  of  their  condiments. 

At  the  adjournment,  the  Governor  again  juner*> 
recommended  *  the  conciliatory  proportion.' 
The  firfl  flep  which  the  Houfe  took,  was  in 
obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  convention,  to 
expel  three  members  whom  the  Governor 
had  called  by  the  King's  writ,  from  three  new 
townfhips;  whilfl  many  other  towns,  of  much 
older  flanding,  and  more  populous,  were  ne- 
gledled,  and  never  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
reprefentation,  but  in  the  newly  eflablifhed 
conventions.  The  Governor  then  adjourned 
the  AfTembly  to  the  eleventh  of  July.  One 
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1775.  of  the  expelled  members,  having  fpoken  his 
mind  freely  without  doors,  was  affaulted  by 
the  populace,  and  took  fhelter  in  the  Gover- 
nor's houfe.  The  people  demanded  him,  and 
brought  a  gun,  mounted  on  a  carriage,  to  the 
door  ;  upon  which  the  offender  was  delivered 
up,  and  conveyed  to  Exeter.  The  Governor, 
conceiving  himfelf  infulted,  retired  to  the 
fort ;  and  his  houfe  became  a  fcene  of  pillage. 

July  ii.  When  the  AfTembly  met  again,  he  fent  a 
meffage  from  the  fort,  and  adjourned  them 
to  the  twenty-eighth  of  September  ;  but  they 
never  met  any  more.  He  continued  under 
the  protection  of  the  Scarborough,  and  an- 
other fhip  of  war,  till  all  the  remaining  can- 

Aug.24     non  of  the  fort  were  taken   on  board,  and 

then  failed  for  Bofton.  In  September  he 
came  to  the  liles  of  Shoals,  and  there  iffued 
a  proclamation,  adjourning  the  AfTembly  to 
the  next  ApriL  This  was  the  laft  act  of  his 
adminiftration,  and  the  laft  time  that  he  fet 
his  foot  in  the  Province.  Thus  an  end  was 
put  to  the  Britifh  Government  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  when  it  had  fubfifted  ninety-five 
years. 

From  this  view  of  the  adminiftration  of  Gov- 
ernor Wentworth,  it  is  eafy  to  conclude,  that 
his  intentions  were  pacific  ;  and  whilft  the 
temper  of  the  times  allowed  him  to  act  agree- 
ably to  his  own  principles,  his  government 
was  acceptable  and  beneficial ;  but  when  mat- 
ters had  come  to  the  worft,  his  faults  were 
as  few,  and  his  conduct  as  temperate,  as  could 
be  expected  from  a  fervant  of  the  Crown.  If 
a  comparifon  be  drawn,  between  him  and 
moft  of  the  other  Governors  on  this  conti- 
nent, at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  he 
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xnuft  appear  to  advantage.  Inftead  of  widen-  1 775* 
ing  the  breach,  he  endeavored  to  clofe  it ; 
and  when  his  efforts  failed,  he  retired  from  a 
Situation,  where  he  could  no  longer  exercife 
the  office  of  a  Governor  ;  leaving  his  eftate 
and  many  of  his  friends  ;  and  preferring  only 
his  commiffion,  as  furveyor  of  the  King's 
woods  ;  the  limits  of  which  were  much  con- 
tracted by  the  fucceeding  revolution. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

War  with  Britain.  Change  of  Government.  Temporary  Caff' 
jftitution.  JNDKPENDENCE.  Military  exertions.  Stark'*  ex- 
pedition. Employment  of  troops  during  the  war. 

1775.  vv  HEN  the  controverfy  with  Bri- 

tain fhewed  fymptoms  of  hoflility,  and  the 
deiign  of  the  Miniflry  and  Parliament  to  pro- 
voke us  to  arms  became  apparent  ;  the  peo- 
ple of  New-Hampfhire  began  ferioufly  to 
meditate  the  defence  of  their  country.  It 
was  uncertain  in  what  manner  the  fcene 
would  open  ;  for  this  and  other  reafons  no 
regular  plan  of  operations  could  be  formed. 
By  the  old  militia  law,  every  male  inhabitant, 
from  fixteen  years  old  to  fixty,  was  obliged  to 
be  provided  with  a  mulket  and  bayonet, 
knapfack,  cartridge-box,  one  pound  of  pow- 
der, twenty  bullets  and  twelve  flints.  Every 
town  was  obliged  to  keep  in  readinefs  one 
barrel  of  powder,  two  hundred  pounds  of 
lead  and  three  hundred  flints,  for  every  fixty 
men  ;  befide  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition for  the  fupply  of  fuch  as  were  not 
able  to  provide  themfelves  with  the  neceflary 
articles.  Even  thofe  perfons  who  were  ex- 
empted from  appearing  at  the  common  mili- 
tary trainings,  were  obliged  to  keep  the  fame 
arms  and  ammunition.  In  a  time  of  peace, 
thefe  requisitions  were  neglected,  and  the  peo- 
ple in  general  were  not  completely  furnifhed, 
nor  the  towns  fupplied  according  to  law. 
The  care  which  the  Governor  had  taken  to 
appoint  officers  of  militia  and  review  the  re- 
giments, for  fome  years  before,  had  awaken- 
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cd  their  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  parade;  1775* 
which  were  performed  with  renewed  ardor, 
ifter  the  provincial  convention  had  recom- 
lended  the  learning  of  military  exercifes  and 
lanceuvres.  Voluntary  afTociations  were 
formed  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mofl  expe- 
rienced perfons  were  chofen  to  command  on 
thefe  occafions.  To  prevent  falfe  rumors  and 
confufion,  the  committees  of  infpec"lion  in 
each  town  were  alfo  committees  of  corref- 
pondence,  by  whom  all  intelligence  concern- 
ing the  motions  of  the  Britifh,  were  to  be 
communicated  ;  and  proper  perfons  were  re- 
tained to  carry  expreffes  when  there  Ihould  be 
occafion. 

In  this  (late  of  anxiety  and  expectation  ; 
xvhen  an  early  fpring  had  invited  the  huf- 
bandman  to  the  labor  of  the  field  ;  General  April  19., 
Gage  thought  it  proper  to  open  the  dra- 
ma of  war.  The  alarm  was  immediately 
communicated  from  town  to  town  through 
the  whole  country,  and  volunteers  flocked 
from  all  parts  ;  till  a  body  of  ten  thoufand 
men  afTembled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bof- 
ton,  completely  in  veiled  it  on  the  land  fide, 
and  cut  off  all  communication  with  the 
country. 

On  the  firft  alarm,  about  twelve  hundred 
men  marched  from  the  nearefl  parts  of  New- 
Hampftiire,  to  join  their  brethren,  who  had 
aifembled  in  arms  about  Bofton.  Of  thefe, 
fome  returned  ;  others  formed  themfelves 
into  two  regiments,  under  the  authority  of 
the  MafTachufetts  Convention.  As  foon  as  May  i?» 
the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  New-Hampmire 
met,  they  voted  to  raife  two  thoufand  men, 
to  be  formed  into  three  regiments  ;  thofe 


300  HISTORY  OF 

1775.  which  were  already  there  to  be  accounted  as 
two,  and  another  to  be  inlifted  immediately. 
Thefe  men  engaged  to  ferve  till  the  lail  day 
of  December,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged.  The 
command  of  thefe  regiments  was  given  to 
the  Colonels  John  Stark,  James  Reed  and 
Enoch  Poor.  The  two  former  were  prefent 
in  the  memorable  battle  on  the  heights  of 

June  17.  Charleftown,  being  pofted  on  the  left  wing, 
behind  a  fence  ;  from  which  they  forely  gall- 
ed the  Britifh  as  they  advanced  to  the  attack^ 
and  cut  them  down  by  whole  ranks  at  once. 
In  their  retreat  they  loft  feveral  men,  and 
among  others,  the  brave  Major  Andrew 
McClary,  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  {hot 
after  he  had  pafled  the  ifthmus  of  Charlef- 
town. On  the  alarm  occafioned  by  this  bat- 
tle, the  third  regiment  collected  and  marched 

June  40.  to  the  camp  ;  and  with  the  other  New-Hamp- 
Ihire  troops  was  polled  on  the  left  wing  of 
the  army  at  Winter-Hill,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Brigadier-General  Sulli- 
van, who  with  the  other  general  officers,  re- 
ceived his  appointment  from  Congrefs. 

It  had  been  a  common  fentiment  among 
the  Britifh  troops,  that  the  Americans  would 
not  dare  to  fight  with  them.  This  battle  ef- 
fectually convinced  them  of  their  miftake* 
They  found  that  fighting  with  us  was  a  feri- 
ous  thing  ;  and  the  lo-fs  which  they  fuftained 
in  this  battle,  evidently  had  an  influence  on 
their  fubfequent  operations. 

Whilft  the  Scarborough  frigate  remained 
in  the  harbour  of  Pafcataqua,  frequent  bick- 
erings happened  between  her  crew  and  the 
inhabitants.  Captain  Berkeley  feized  all  in- 
ward bound  veflels,  and  fent  them  to  Bofton. 
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He  alfo  prevented  the  boats  belonging  to  the  1775. 
river  from  going  out  to  catch  fifh.  This  con- 
duel:  was  conformable  to  the  orders  which  he 
had  received  to  execute  the  reflraining  acl. 
In  return,  his  boats  were  not  permitted  to 
fetch  provifions  from  the  town  ;  and  one  of 
them  was  fired  upon  in  the  night,  by  fome  of 
the  guards  ftationed  on  the  more.  A  com- 
promife,  at  length,  was  made  between  him 
and  the  committee  of  the  town  ;  open  boats 
were  permitted  to  pafs,  to  catch  fifh  for  the 
inhabitants  ;  and  his  boats  were  allowed  to 
take  frefh  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  {hip. 
This  agreement  fubfifted  but  a  ihort  time, 
and  finally  all  intercourfe  was  cut  off. 

After  the  departure  of  the  fhip,  the  peo- 
ple went  in  volunteer  parties,  under  the  di-  Auguft  *4' 
rection  of  Major  Ezekiel  Worthen,  whom  the 
convention  appointed  Engineer,  and  built 
forts  on  the  points  of  two  iflands,  which  form 
a  narrow  channel,  about  a  mile  below  the 
town  of  Portfmouth.  One  of  thefe  was 
called  Fort  Wafhington,  and  the  other  Fort 
Sullivan.  The  cannon  which  had  been  faved 
from  the  old  fort  and  battery  were  mounted 
here,  and  the  town  was  thought  to  be  fecure 
from  being  furprifed  by  fhips  of  war. 

The  tenth  of  September  was  the  lafl  clay  sept.  re. 
of  exportation  fixed  by  the  general  Congrefs. 
Moft  of  the  veflels  which  failed  out  of  the 
harbor  were  feized  by  the  Britim  cruifers  and 
carried  into  Bofton.  One  was  retaken  by  a 
privateer  of  Beverly  and  carried  into  Cape- 
Anne. 

In   the  following  month,  feveral   Britim  0<aobcri5% 
armed  veflels  were  fent  to  burn  the  town  of 
Falmouth  ;  which  was  in  part  effected,  by 
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1775.  throwing  carcafes  and  fending  a  party  on 
fhore,  under  cover  of  their  guns.  It  was  fu£- 
pecfled  that  they  had  the  fame  defign  againft 
Portfmouth.  General  Wafhington  difpatch- 
ed  Brigadier  General  Sullivan  from  the  camp 
at  Cambridge,  with  orders  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  militia  and  defend  the  harbour 
of  Pafcataqua.  On  this  occafion,  the  works 
creeled  on  the  iflands  were  flrengthened  ;  a 
boom,  conftructed  with  mails  and  chains, 
was  thrown  acrofs  the  Narrows,  which  was 
feveral  times  broken  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  until  it  was  found  impoffible  to  fe- 
cure  the  paflage  by  fuch  means  ;  an  old  fhip 
was  fcuttled  and  funk  in  the  northern  chan- 
nel of  the  river  ;  a  company  of  rifle-men, 
from  the  camp,  was  polled  on  Great-lfland ; 
and  fire-rafts  were  conftrudled  to  burn  the 
enemy's  {hipping.  Thefe  preparations  ferved 
to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people  ;  but 
many  families,  not  thinking  themfelves  fafe 
in  Portf mouth,  removed  into  the  country, and 
there  remained  till  the  next  fpring. 

A  fpirit  of  violent  refentment  was  excited 
againft  all  who  were  fufpected  of  a  difpofi- 
tion  inimical  to  the  American  caufe.  Some 
perfons  were  taken  up  on  fufpicion  and  im- 
prifoned  ;  fome  fled  to  Nova-Scotia,  or  to 
England,  or  joined  the  Britifli  army  in  Bof- 
ton.  Others  were  reftricled  to  certain  lim- 
its and  their  motions  continually  watched. 
The  paffions  of  jealoufy,  hatred  and  revenge 
were  freely  indulged,  and  the  tongue  of  (lan- 
der was  under  no  reftraint.  Wife  and  good 
men  fecretly  lamented  thefe  excefles  ;  but  no 
effectual  remedy  could  be  adminiflered.  All 
commiffions  under  the  former  authority  be- 
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ing  annulled,  the  courts  of  juflice  were  (hut,  1775, 
and  the  fword  of  magiflracy  was  iheathed. 
The  Provincial  Convention  directed  the  gene- 
ral affairs  of  the  war  ;  and  town  committees 
had  a  difcretionary,  but  undefined  power  to 
preferve  domeftic  peace.  Habits  of  decency, 
family  government,  and  the  good  examples 
of  influential  perfons,  contributed  mere  to 
maintain  order  than  any  other  authority. 
The  value  of  thefe  fecret  bonds  of  fociety 
was  now  more  than  ever  confpicuous. 

In  the  convention  which  met  at  Exeter,  in 

May,  and  continued  fitting  with  but  little  in^-  MS  Rec- 

•        •  1 1  *  T          i  i        11        i 

terruption  till  November,  one  hundred  and 

two  towns  were  reprefented,  by  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  members.  Their  firil  care 
was  to  eftabliih  poll  offices ;  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  fupplies  for  the  army,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  fafety.  To  this  laft  committee,  the 
general  inftrudlion  was  fimilar  to  that,  given 
by  the  Romans,  to  their  Dictators,  c  to  take 

*  under  confederation,  all  matters  in  which 
c  the  welfare  of  the  Province,  in  the  fecurity 

*  of  their  rights,  is  concerned  ;  and  to  take 

*  the  utmoft  care,  that  the  public  fuflain  no 
.*  damage.'*  Particular  inftruclions  were  giv- 
en to  them,  from  time  to  time,  as   occafion. 
required.     They  were  confidered  as  the  fu- 
preme  executive ;  and  during  the   recefs  of 
the  convention,  their  orders  and  recommend- 
ations had  the  fame  effect  as  the  acls  and  re- 
folves  of  that  whole  body.     . 

By  an  order  of  the  convention,  the  former 
Secretary,  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Efq.  delivered 
tip  the  province  records,  to  a  committee  which 
was  fent  to  receive  them,  and  Ebenezer 

*  '  Ne  quid  detriment!  refpublica  capiat,' 
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1775.  Thompfon,  Efq.  was  appointed  in  his  plaice. 
The  records  of  deeds,  and  of  the  probate  of- 
fice, for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  were  alib 
removed  to  Exeter,  as  a  place  of  greater  fafe- 
ty  than  Portfmouth.  The  former  Treafurer. 
George  Jaffrey,  Efq.  was  applied  to  for  the 
public  money  in  his  hands,  which,  to  the 
amount  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  pounds  four  millings  and  eight  pence,  he 
delivered ;  and  Nicholas  Gil  in  an,  Efq.  was  ap- 
pointed Treafurer  in  his  room. 

During  this  year,  three  emiffions  of  paper 
-bills  were  made.  The  firft,  of  ten  thoufand 
and  fifty  pounds  ;  the  fecond,  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  ;  and  the  third,  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds.  For  the  amount  of  thofe  furns,  the 
Treafurer  gave  his  obligation  in  fmall  notes, 
which  pafled  for  a  time,  as  current  money, 
-equal  in  value  to  filver  and  gold.  But  as 
•emiflions  were  multiplied,  as  the  redemption 
of  the  bills  was  put  off*  to  diflant  periods,  and 
the  bills  themfelves  were  counterfeited,  it  was 
impoffible  for  them  long  to  hold  their  value. 

Befide  the  three  regiments  which  made 
part  of  the  American  army  at  Cambridge,  a 
company  of  artillery  was  raifed  to  do  duty 
at  the  forts.  A  company  of  rangers  was  pofb- 
«d  on  Connecticut  river  ;  and  two  companies 
more  were  appointed,  to  be  ready  to  inarch 
wherever  the  committee  of  fafety  fhould  di- 
rect. The  whole  militia  was  divided  into 
twelve  regiments  ;  the  field  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  convention,  and  the  inferior 
officers  were  chofen  by  the  companies.  Out 
of  the  militia  were  inlifled  four  regiments  of 
minute-men,  fo  called,  becaufe  they  were  to 
bexeady  at  a  minute's  warning.  They  were 
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conftantly  trained  to  military  duty,  and  when    1775* 
called  to  fervice  were  allowed  the  fame  pay  as 
the  regiments  in  the  continental  army.     In 
the  fucceeding  winter,  when  the  Connecticut 
forces  had  withdrawn  from   the  camp,  be- 
caufe  their  time  of  fervice  was  expired,  fix- 
teen  companies  of  the  New-Hampfhire  mili- 
tia, of  fixty-one   men  each,    fupplied  their 
place,  till  the  Britifh  troops  evacuated  Bofton. 
The  convention  having  been  appointed  for 
fix  months   only  ;  before  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  applied  to  the  general  Congrefs  for 
their  advice,  refpecting  fome  mode  of  govern- 
ment for  the  future.     In  anfwer   to   which, 
the  Congrefs  recommended  to  them,  *  to  call  *<>v-  8. 
'  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the  people ; 
that  thefe  Reprefentatives,  if  they  fhould 
think  it  neceffary,  might  eftablifh  fuch  a 
form  of  government,  as,  in  their  judgment, 
would  bell  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  moft  effectually  tend  to  fecure 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  Province,  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  difpute  between 
Great-Britain   and  the  Colonies.'     On  re- 
ceiving this  advice,  the  convention  took  into 
their  confideration  the  mode  in  which  a  full  NOT.  14* 
and  free  reprefentation  fliould  be  called  ;  and 
finally  agreed,  that  each  elector  fliould  pof- 
fefs  a  real  eftate  of  twenty  pounds  value,  and 
every  candidate  for  election,  one   of  three 
hundred  pounds  ;  that  every   town,  confift- 
ing  of  one  hundred  families,  fhould  fend  one 
Reprefentative,  and  one  more  for  every  hun- 
dred families  ;  and  that  thofe   towns  which 
contained  a  lefs  number  than  one  hundred 
fliould  be  clafled.     They  had  before  ordered 
ft  furvey  to  be  made  of  the  number  of  pe«- 
PP 
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1775*  pie  in  the  feveral  counties  ;  and  having  ob- 
tained it,  they  determined,  that  the  number 
of  Reprefentatives  to  the  next  convention, 
fhould  bear  the  following  proportion  to  the 
number  of  people,  viz. 

Rockingham,  37850  people  38  Reprefenta- 
Strafford,          12713  13      tives. 

Hillfborough,  16447  17 

Chemire,          11089  15 

Grafton,  4101  6 


In  all     -    -     82200  89 

Thefe  Reprefentatives  were  to  be  empower- 
ed, by  their  conftituents,  to  afTume  govern- 
ment as  recommended   by  the  general  Con- 
grefs,  and  to  continue  for  one  whole  year 
from  the  time  of  fuch  affumption.     The  wa- 
•ges  of  the  members  were  to  be  paid  by  the 
•feveral  towns,  and  their  travelling  expenfes 
out  of  the  public  treafury.     Having  formed 
this  plan,  and  fent  copies  of  it  to  the  feveral 
16.    towns,  the  convention  diffolved. 

This  convention  was  compofed  chiefly  of 
men  who  knew  nothing  of  the  theory  of  gov- 
ernment, and  had  never  before  been  concern- 
ed in  public  bufinefs.  In  the  fhort  term  of 
fix  months,  they  acquired  fo  much  knowledge 
by  experience,  as  to  be  convinced,  that  it  was 
improper  for  a  legiflative  AfTembly  to  con- 
fift  of  one  Houfe  only.  As  foon  as  the  new 
convention  came  together,  they  drew  up  a 

Dec,  si.     temporary  form  of  government ;  and,  agree- 
ably to  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their 

1776     conflituents,  having  arTumed  the  name  and 
authority  of  a  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  they 

fan.  5.      proceeded  to  choofe  twelve  perfons,  to^-be  P, 
diftincT:  branch  of  the  legiflature,by  the  name 
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of  a  Council.  Of  thefe,  five  were  chofen  1776. 
from  the  county  of  Rockingham,  two  from 
Strafford,  two  from  Hillfborough,  two  from 
Chefhire  and  one  from  Grafton.  Thefe  were 
empowered  to  elect  their  own  Prefident,  and 
any  ieven  of  them  were  to  be  a  quorum.  It 
was  ordained,  that  no  act  or  refolve  fhould 
be  valid,  unlefs  patted  by  both  branches  of 
the  legiflature ;  that  all  money  bills  fhould 
originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ; 
that  neither  Houfe  fhould  adjourn  for  more 
than  two  clays,  without  the  confent  of  the. 
other  ;  that  a  Secretary,  and  all  other  public 
officers  of  the  Colony,  and  of  each  County, 
for  the  current  year,  all  general  and  field  of- 
ficers of  militia,  and  all  officers  of  the  march- 
ing regiments,  fhould  be  appointed  by  the 
two  Houfes  ;  all  fubordinate  militia  officers 
by  their  refpective  companies  ;  that  the  pre- 
fent  AiTembly  fhould  fubfift  one  year,  and  if 
the  difpute  with  Britain  fhould  continue 
longer,  and  the  general  Congrefs  mould  give 
no  directions  to  the  contrary,  that  precepts 
fhould  be  iffued  annually  to  the  feveral  towns 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  November  for 
the  choice  of  Counfellors  and  Reprefentatives, 
to  be  returned  by  the  third  Wednefday  in 
December. 

In  this  hafly  production,  there  were  fome 
material  defects.  One  was  the  want  of  an 
executive  branch  of  government.  To  reme- 
dy this,  the  two  Houfes,  during  their  feffion, 
performed  executive  as  well  as  legiflative  du- 
ty ;  and  at  every  adjournment  appointed  a 
committee  of  fafety,  to  fit  in  the  recefs,  with 
the  fame  powers,  as  had  been  given  in  the 
preceding  year,  by  the  convention.  The 
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1776.  number  of  this  committee  varied  from  fix  to 
fixteen.  The  Prefident  of  the  Council  was 
alfo  Prefident  of  this  executive  Committee. 
The  perfon  chofen  to  fill  this  chair  was  an 
old,  tried,  faithful  fervant  of  the  public,  the 
honorable  MESHECH  WEARE,  Efq.  who  was 
alfo  appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superior 
Court.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  this  gentleman,  that  they  fcrupled 
not  to  inveft  him,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the 
highefl  offices,  legiilative,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial ;  in  which  he  was  continued  by  an- 
nual elections  during  the  whole  war. 

This  conflitution  was  prefaced  with  fever- 
al  reafons  for  adopting  government,viz.  That 
the  Britifli  Parliament  had,  by  many  griev- 
ous and  oppreffive  acts,  deprived  us  of  our 
native  rights  ;  to  enforce  obedience  to  which 
acts,  the  miniftry  of  that  kingdom  had  fent  a 
powerful  fleet  and  army  into  this  country, 
and  had  wantonly  and  cruelly  abufed  their 
power,  in  deftroying  our  lives  and  property  ; 
that  the  fudden  and  abrupt  departure  of  our 
late  Governor,  had  left  us  deftitute  of  legi£. 
lation  ;  that  no  judicial  Courts  were  open  to 
punifh  offenders  ;  and  that  the  continental 
Congrefs  had  recommended  the  adoption  of 
a  form  of  government.  Upon  thefe  grounds 
the  convention  made  a  declaration  in  thefe 
words,  *  We  conceive  ourfelves  reduced  to  the 
necejfity  of  eflablifhing  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, to  continue  during  the  prefent  un- 
happy and  unnatural  conteft  with  Great- 
Britain  ;  protefting  and  declaring,  that  we 
never  fought  to  throw  off  our  dependence 
on  Great-Britain  ;  but  felt  ourfelves  happy 
*  under  her  prote<5tion3  whilft  we  could  enjoy 
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c  our  conftitutional   rights   and    privileges  ;    1776. 
4  and  that  we  fhall  rejoice,  if  fuch  a  reconcili- 
c  ation  between  us  and  our  parent  State  can 
'  be  effected,  as  fhall  be  approved  by  the  con- 

*  tinental  Congrefs,  in  whofe  prudence  and 
'  wifdom  we  confide.' 

Such  was  the  language,  and  fuch  were  the 
fentiments  of  the  people  at  that  time  ;  and 
had  the  Britifh  government,  on  the  removal 
of  their  troops  from  Boflon,  treated  with  us, 
in  anfwer  to  our  laft  petition,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  reconciliation  ;  and  reflored  us  to 
the  flate  in  which  we  were  before  the  (lamp- 
acl  was  made,  they  might  even  then,  have 
preferved  their  connexion  with  us.  But  in 
the  co\n~fe  of  a  few  months,  we  not  only 
found  our  petitions  difregardecl,  and  our  pro- 
feffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  ftate 
treated  as  hypocritical  ;  but  their  hoflile  in- 
tentions became  fo  apparent,  and  our  fitua- 
tion  was  fo  fingular,  that  there  could  be  no 
hope  of  fafety  for  us,  without  difTolving  our 
connexion  with  them,  and  afTuming  that 
equal  rank  among  the  powers  of  the  earth 
for  which  nature  had  deflined  us,  and  to 
which  the  voice  of  reafon  and  Providence 
loudly  called  us.  Britain  had  engaged  for- 
eign mercenaries  to  aflift  in  fubjugating  us  ; 
juftice  required  that  we  mould  in  our  turn 
court  foreign  aid  ;  but  this  could  not  be  had, 
whilft  we  acknowledged  ourfelves  fubjecls  of 
that  Crown  againfl  whofe  power  we  were 
itruggling.  The  exertions  which  we  had 
made,  and  the  blood  which  we  had  flied, 
were  deemed  too  great  a  price  for  reconcilia- 
tion to  a  power  which  flill  claimed  the  right 

*  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,'  and 
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1776.  which  held  out  to  us  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion,  as  the  only  terms  on  which  we  were  to 
expect  even  a  pardon.  Subjection  to  a  Prince 
who  had  thrown  us  out  of  his  protection  ; 
who  had  ruined  our  commerce,  deilroyed  our 
cities  and  fpilled  our  blood  ;  and  who  would 
not  govern  us  at  all,  without  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  a  legiflative  body,  in  whofe  election 
we  had  no  voice,  was  an  idea  too  abfurd  to 
be  any  longer  entertained.  Thefe  fentiments, 
being  fet  in  their  jufl  light  by  various  publi- 
cations and  addrefles,  had  fuch  force  as  to. 
produce  a  total  change  of  the  public  opinion. 
Independence  became  the  general  voice  of  the 
fame  people,  who  but  a  few  months  before 
had  petitioned  for  reconciliation.  When  this 
could  not  be  had,  but  on  terms  difgraceful  to 
the  caufe  which  we  had  undertaken  to  fup- 
port,  we  were  driven  to  that  as  our  only  ref- 
uge. The  minds  of  the  people  at  large  in 
moil  of  the  Colonies  being  thus  influenced, 
they  called  upon  their  delegates  in  Congrefs 
to  execute  the  act  which  ihould  fever  us  from 
foreign  dominion,  and  put  us  into  a  fituation 
to  govern  ourfelves.* 

f*iy  4.  fr  ought  ever  to  be  remembered,  that  the 

declaration  of  our  independence  was  made, 
at  a  point  of  time,  when  no  royal  Governor 
had  even  the  fhadow  of  authority  in  any  of 
the  Colonies  ;  and  when  noBritifh  troops  had 
any  footing  on  this  Continent.  The  coun- 
try was  then  abfolutely  our  own.  A  formi- 
dable force  was  indeed  collected  on  our  coafls, 
ready  to  invade  us  ;  and  in  the  face  of  that 

*  On  the  nth  of  Jane  1776,  a  committee  was  chofen  by  the  A  fie  on- 
t>ly  of  N'iW-Hampibire  *  to  make  a  draught  of  a  declaration  of  the  Gen- 
*  eral  Affcmbiy  for  the  INDEPENDENCE  of  the  united  Colonies  on  Great- 
« Britain,  to  be  tranfomted  to  our  delegate*  in  Congrefs.' 
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armament  this  decifive  ftep  was  taken.     The    1776. 
declaration  was  received  with  joy  by  the  Amer- 
ican   army   then   affembled    at   New- York. 
Within  fourteen  days  it  was  publifhed  by  beat    { 
of  drum  in  all  the  {hire  towns  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire.     It  relieved  us  from  a  flate  of  embar- 
rafTment.     We    then  knew  the   ground  on 
which  we  flood,  and  from  that  time  every 
thing  affumed  a  new  appearance.     The  jar- 
gon of  diftindtions  between  the  limits  of  au- 
thority on  the  one  fide,  and  of  liberty  on  the 
other,  was  done  away.     The  fingle  queflion 
was,  whether  we  fhould  be  conquered  Prov-  obferva. 
inces,  or  free  and  independent  States.     On  t'°™  °» th« 

~  •  ,~  i  -i  r  American 

this  queftion,  every  perion  was  able  to  form  Revolution 
his  own  judgment ;  and  it  was  of  fuch  mag-  p* J7>  5&> 
nitude  that  no  man  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  (lake 
his  life  on  its  decifion. 

It  is  amufing  to  recollect,  at  this  diflance 
of  time,  that  one  effect  of  independence  was 
an  averfion  to  every  thing  which  bore  the 
name  and  marks  of  royalty.  Sign  boards 
on  which  were  painted  the  King's  arms,  or 
the  crown  and  fceptre,  or  the  portraits  of  any 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  were  pulled 
down  or  defaced.  Pictures  and  efcutcheons 
of  the  fame  kind  in  private  houfes  were  in- 
verted or  concealed.  The  names  of  ilreets, 
which  had  been  called  after  a  King  or  Queen 
were  altered  ;  and  the  half-pence,  which  bore 
the  name  of  George  III,  were  either  refufed 
in  payment,  or  degraded  to  farthings.  Thefe 
laft  have  not  yet  recovered  their  value. 

The  new  AfTembly  began  their  adminif- 

-tration  by   eftablifhing    Judicial  Courts,  on 

the  fame  fyflem  as  before,  excepting  that  the 

Court  of  Appeals,  which  had  long  been  e£* 
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1776.  teemed  a  grievance,  was  aboliftied,  and  all 
appeals  to  Great-Britain  were  prohibited. 
Appeals  from  the  Probate  Courts,  which  for- 
merly came  before  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, were  transferred  to  the  Superior  Court, 
whole  judgment  was  now  made  final.  En- 
couragement was  given  to  fit  out  armed  ve£- 
fels,  and  a  maritime  Court  was  eftabliihed 
for  the  trial  of  captures  by  fea.  A  law  was 
made  to  puniih  the  counterfeiting  of  the  pa- 
per bills  of  this  and  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
to  make  them  '  a  tender  for  any  money  due 
*  by  deed  or  fimple  contract.'  After  the  de- 
claration of  independence  the  flyle  of  Colony 
was  changed  for  that  of  the  STATE  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  A  new  law  was  enacted  to  reg- 
ulate the  militia.  More  paper  bills  were  if- 
fued  to  pay  the  expenfes  of  the  war  ;  and 
provifion  was  made  for  drawing  in  forne  of 
the  bills  by  taxes.  Doubts  had  arifen,  whether 
the  former  laws  were  in  force  ;  a  fpecial  act 
was  therefore  pafled,  reviving  and  re-enact- 
ing all  the  laws  which  were  in  force,  at  the 
time  when  government  was  affumed  ;  as  far 
as  they  were  not  repugnant  to  the  new  form, 
or  to  the  independence  of  the  Colonies,  or  not 
actually  repealed. 

May  ai.  ^e  Congrefs  having  .ordered  feveral  frig- 
ates to  be  built  in  different  places  ;  one  of 
thirty-two  guns,  called  the  Raleigh,  was 
launched  at  Portfmouth,  in  fixty  days  from 
the  time  when  her  keel  was  laid ;  but  for 
want  of  guns  and  ammunition,  and  other 
neceffaries,  it  was  a  long  time  before  ihe  was 
completely  fitted  for  the  fea.  The  making 
of  falt-petre  was  encouraged  by  a  bounty  ; 
and  many  trials  were  made  before  it  was  pro* 


II 
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Juced  in  purity.     Powder  mills  were  eredl-    1776. 
ed,  and  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder  was, 
after   fome  time,  eftabliihed  ;  but  notwith- 
flanding  all  our   exertions,  foreign  fupplies 

ere  neceffaty. 

For  the  fervice  of  this  year,  two  thoufand 
men  were  raifed,  and  formed  into  three  regi- 
ments, under  the  fame  commanders  as  in  the 
former  year.  Three  hundred  men  were  poft- 
ed  at  the  forts  in  the  harbour.  Supplies  of 
fire  arms  and  ammunition  were  fent  to  the 
weftern  parts  of  the  State,  and  a  regiment 
was  raifed  in  that  quarter,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Timothy  Bedel,  to  be  ready  to 
march  into  Canada. 

The  three  regiments  went  with  the  army 
under  General  Waihington  to  New- York  ; 
and  thence  were  ordered  up  the  Hudfon,  and 
down  the  lakes  into  Canada,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Brigadier  General  SuU 
livan.  The  defign  of  this  movement  was  to 
fuccour  and  reinforce  the  army,  which  had 
been  fent,  the  preceding  year,  againfl  Que- 
bec ;  and  which  was  now  retreating  before 
a  fuperior  force,  which  had  arrived  from 
Britain,  as  early  as  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  was  opened.  Our  troops  having 
met  the  retreating  army  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sorel,  threw  up  fome  flight  works  round  their 
camp.  General  Thomas,  who  had  command- 
ed the  army  after  the  fall  of  the  brave  Mont- 
gomery, was  dead  of  the  fmall-pox.  Arnold 
was  engaged  in  {tripping  the  merchants  of 
Montreal,  under  pretence  of  fupplying  the 
army  ;  and  Thompfon  was  taken  prifoner  in 
an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  the  village  of  Trois 
Rivieres,  The  command  therefore  devolved 

Q'G 
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1776.  on  Sullivan,  who,  finding  a  retreat  neceilary, 
conduced  it  with  great  prudence.  At  this 
time  the  American  troops,  and  in  particular 
the  regiments  of  New-Ham  pfliire,  had  taken 
the  infedlion  of  the  fmall-pox.  The  fick  were 
placed  in  batteaux,  and  with  the  cannon  and 
iiores,  were  drawn  againit  the  rapid  current, 
by  the  ftrength  of  men  on  ihore,  or  wading 
in  the  water  ;  and  fo  dole  was  the  purfuit  of 
the  enemy,  that  they  could  fcarcely  find  time- 
to  kindle  a  fire  to  drefs  their  victuals,  or  dry 
their  clothes.  At  St.  John's  the  purfuir 

^uly  **  ceafed.  On  the  arrival  of  our  'army  at  Ti~ 
conderoga,  Sullivan,  being  fuperfeded  by 
Gates,  returned  to  the  main  army  at  New- 
York.  The  troops  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment being  reinforced  by  the  militia  of  the 
neighbouring  States,  fortified  the  pods  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence.  Be- 
fide  the  fmall-pox,  a  dyfentery  and  putrid  fe- 
ver raged  among  them  ;  and  it  was  compu- 
ted, that  of  the  New-Hampfhire  regiments, 
nearly  one  third' part  died  this  year  by  ficknefs, 
When  the  danger  of  an  attack  on  Ticon- 
deroga for  that  feafon,  was  pafTed,  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  New-Hampihire  troops 
marched  by  the  way  of  the  Minifinks,  into 
Pennfylvania.  There  they  joined  General. 
Washington,  and  aflifted  in  the  glorious  cap- 
ture of  the  Heflians  at  Trenton,  and  after- 
ward in  the  battle  of  Princeton.  Though 

December    worn   down   with  fatieue,  and  almoft  defti- 

fc January.    .  .  ..  -7  r      r 

tute  of  clothing,  in  that  inclement  lealon, 
they  continued  in  the  fervice  fix  weeks  after 
the  term  of  their  enliflment  had  expired  ; 
and  two  regiments  of  the  militia  which  were 
fent  to  reinforce  the  ar my  rem;aihed  till  March; 
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By  this  time  the  inconvenience  of  main-  1777, 
taming  an  army,  by  annual  enliftments  and 
temporary  levies,  was  feverely  felt,  and  gen- 
erally reprobated  ;  and  the  Congrcfs,  though 
flow  in  liilening  to  remonftrances  on  this 
head,  were  obliged  to  adopt  a  more  permar 
nent  eitablifhment.  In  recruiting  the  army 
for  the  next  year,  the  officers  were  appointed 
by  Congrefs,  during  the  war  ;  and  the  men 
enliiled  either  for  that  term, or  for  three  years. 
The  commanders  of  the  three  regiments  of 
New-Hampihire,were  the  Colonels  Jofeph Gil- 
ley,  Nathan  Hale  and  Alexander  Scammell. 
Tlieie  regiments  were  fupplied  'with  new 
French  arms  ;  and  their  rendezvous  was  at 
Ticonderoga,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Poor.  There  they  re- 
mained, till  the  approach  of  the  Britim  army  juiy  6, 
under  General  Burgoyne,  rendered  it  eligi- 
ble to  abandon  that  poll.  On  the  retreat,. 
Col.  Hale's  battalion  was  ordered  to  cover 
the  rear  of  the  invalids,  by  which  means,  he 
was  feven  miles  behind  the  main  body.  The 
next  morning  he  was  attacked,  by  an  advan- 
ced party  of  the  enemy  at  Hubberton.  Ip. 
this  engagement,  Major  Titcomb  of  the  New- 
Hampmire  troops,  was  wounded.  Col.  Hale, 
Captains  Robertfon,  Carr,  and  Norris,  Adju- 
tant Elliot,  and  two  other  officers  were  taken, 
prifoners,  with  about  one  hundred  men. 
The  main  body  of  the  army  continued  their 
retreat  to  Saratoga.  On  their  way  they  had 
a  fkirmifh  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Anne,  in 
which  Captain  Weare,  ion  of  the  Preiident, 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  at  Albany. 

Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Ti- 
conderoga, the  committee  of  the  New-Hamp- 
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1777.  fhire  Grants  (who  had  now  formed  them- 
jul  g  felves  into  a  new  State)  wrote  in  the  mofl 
original  preffing  terms,  to  the  committee  of  Safety  at 
Betters  i  £xeter  for  affiflance,  and  faid  that  if  none 
fhould  be  afforded  to  them,  they  fhould  be 
obliged  to  retreat  to  the  New-England  States 
for  fafety.  When  the  news  of  this  affair 
reached  New-Hampfhire,  the  Affembly  had 
finifhed  their  fpring  feffion  and  returned  home. 
A  fummons  from  the  committee  brought  them 
July  17.  together  again  ;  and  in  a  fliort  feffion  of  three 
days  only,  they  took  the  mofl  effectual 
and  decifive  fleps  for  the  defence  of  the 
conntry.  They  formed  the  whole  militia 
of  the  State  into  two  Brigades  ;  of  the  firfl 
they  gave  the  command  to  William  Whipple, 
and  of  the  fecond  to  John  Stark.  They  order- 
ed one  fourth  part  of  Stark' s  brigade,  and  one 
fourth  of  three  regiments  of  the  other  brig- 
ade, to  march  immediately  under  his  com- 
mand, *  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  on 
*  our  weflern  frontiers.'  They  ordered  the 
militia  officers,  to  take  away  arms,  from  all 
perfons,  who  fcrupled  or  refufed  to  affifl,  in 
defending  the  country  ;  and  appointed  a  day 
of  fafling  and  prayer,  which  was  obferved 
with  great  folemnity. 

The  appointment  of  Stark,  to  this  com- 
mand, with  the  fame  pay  as  a  Brigadier  in  the 
Continental  fervice,  was  peculiarly  grateful 
to  the  people  as  well  as  to  himfelf.  In  an 
arrangement  of  general  officers,  in  the  prece- 
ding year,  Poor  a  junior  officer  had  been  pro- 
moted, whilfl  he  was  neglecled.  He  had 
written  on  this  fubjecl  to  Congrefs,  and  his 
letters  were  laid  on  the  table.  He  therefore 
quitted  the  army,  and  retired  to  his  own 
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(late.     He  was  now  by  the  unanimous  voice    1777. 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  inverted  with  a  feparate 
command,    and    received  orders   to    '  repair  ^g 
c  to  Charleftown  on  Connecticut  river  ;  there  Of  oid«fL 

*  to  confult  with  a  committee  of  New-Hamp-  file< 
c  {hire  Grants,  refpedting  his  future  operations 

'  and  the  fupply  of  his  men  with  provifions  ; 
c  to  take  the  command  of  the  militia  and 
c  march  into  the  Grants  to  act  in  conjunction 
'  with  the  troops  of  that  newState,or  any  other 

*  of  the  States,  or  of  the  United  States,  or 

*  feparately,  as  it  fhould  appear  expedient  to 

*  him  ;  for  the  protection  of  the  people  and 

*  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy.' 

In  a  few  days  he  proceeded  to  Charleflown, 
and  as  faft  as  his  men  arrived,  he  fent  them  A 

Any     T  -y 

forward,  to  join  the  forces  of  the  new  State, 
under  Col.  Warner,  who  had  taken  poll  at  uni 
Manchefler,  twenty  miles  northward  of  Ben-  ietter- 
nington.  Here  Stark  joined  him,  and  met 
with  General  Lincoln,  who  had  been  fent 
from  Stillwater,  by  General  Schuyler,  com- 
mander of  the  northern  department,  to  con- 
duct the  militia  to  the  weft  fide  of  Hud- 
fon's  river.  Stark  informed  him  of  his  or- 
ders, and  of  the  clanger  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Grants  apprehended  from  the  enemy, 
and  from  their  difaffected  neighbours  ;  that 
he  had  confulted  with  the  committee, and  that 
it  was  the  determination  of  the  people,  in  cafe 
he  fhould  join  the  Continental  army  and  leave 
them  expofed,  that  they  would  retire  to  the 
eaft  of  Connecticut  river  ;  in  which  cafe  New- 
Hampfhire  would  be  a  frontier.  He  there- 
fore determined  to  remain  on  the  flank  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  watch  their  motions.  For  Aug.  ?, 
this  purpofe  he  collected  his  force  at  Ben- 
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1777.  nington,  and  left  Warner  with  his  regiment 
at  Manchefter.  A  report  of  this  determina- 
tion was  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  and  the  or- 
ders on  which  it  was  founded  were  by  them 
difapproved  ;  but  the  propriety  of  it  was 

An          evinced  by  the  fubfequent  facts. 

General  Burgoyne,  with  the  main  body  of 
the  Britim  army  lay  at  fort  Edward.  Thence 
he  detached  Lieut.  Col.  Baum,  with  about 
fifteen  hundred  of  his  German  troops,  and 

!!?  Bnr°-F7    one  hundred  Indians,  to  pervade  the  grants  as 

goyne's,  or-  far  as  Connecticut  river,  with  a  view  to  col- 
lect horfes  to  mount  the  dragoons,  and  cattle, 
both  for  labour  and  provifions  ;  and  to  re- 
turn to  the  army  with  his  booty.  He  was  to 
perfuade  the  people  among  whom  he  mould 
pafs,  that  his  detachment  was  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Britifh  army,  which  was  march- 
ing to  Bofton.  He  was  accompanied  by  Co- 
lonel Skeene,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  country  ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  fecure 

Aug. ,,.    his  camp  by  night. 

fttteni^8      ^e  Indians  wno  preceded  this  detachment, 

?fce  files,  being  difcovered  about  twelve  miles  from  Ben- 
nington  ;  Stark  detached  Col.  Greg,  with  two 
hundred  men,  to  flop  their  march.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day,  he  was  informed  that  a 
body  of  regular  troops,  with  a  train  of  artil- 
lery, was  in  full  march  for  Bennington.  The 

Aug.  14.  next  morning  he  marched  with  his  whole 
brigade,  and  forne  of  the  militia  of  the  Grants, 
to  fupport  Greg,  who  found  himfelf  unable 
to  withftand  the  fuperior  number  of  the  en- 
emy. Having  proceeded  about  four  miles, 
he  met  Greg  retreating,  and  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  purfuing,  within  half  a  mile  of 
his  rear.  When  they  difcovered  Stark' s  col- 
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umn,they  halted  in  an  advantageous  pofition;  1777. 
and  he  drew  up  his  men  on  an  eminence  in 
open  view  ;  but  could  not  bring  them  to  an 
engagement.  He  then  marchec}  back,  about  a 
mile, and  encamped;  leaving  a  few  men  to  fkir- 
miih  with  them  ;  who  killed  thirty  of  the  ene- 
my and  two  of  the  indian  chiefs.  The  next  day 
was  rainy.  Stark  kept  his  poiition,and  fent  out 
parties  to  harrafs  the  enemy.  Many  of  the  Ang.  ,5. 
Indians  took  this  opportunity  to  defert ;  be- 
caufe,  as  they  faid,  *  the  woods  were  full  of 
yankees.' 

On  the  following  morning  Stark  was  ioin- 

^       -T    •       r  Aug.  16, 

ed  by  a  company  or  militia  from  the  Grants, 
and  another  from  the  county  of  Berkfhire  in 
MaiTachufetts.  His  whole  force  amounted 
to  about  fixteen  hundred.  He  fent  Colonel 
Nichols,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
fo  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left  wing  ;  and 
Colonel  Hendrick,  with  three  hundred,  to  the 
rear  of  their  right.  He  placed  three  hundred 
to  oppofe  their  front  and  draw  their  attention. 
Then  fending  Colonels  Hubbard  and  Stickney, 
with  two  hundred  to  attack  the  right  wing, 
ind  one  hundred  more  to  reinforce  Nichols  in 
the  rear  of  their  left,  the  attack  began  in  that 
quarter  precifely  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon. It  was  immediately  fecondedby  the 
other  detachments ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Stark 
himfelf  advanced  with  the  main  body.  The 
engagement  lafled  two  hours  ;  at  the  end  of 
which  he  forced  their  breaftwofks,  took  two 
pieces  of  brafs  cannon  and  a  number  of  prif- 
oners  ;  the  reft  retreated. 

Juft'at  this  inftant,  he  received  intelligence 
that  another  body  of  the  enemy  was  within 
two  miles  of  him.  This  was  a  reinforce- 
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1777.  ment  for  which  Baum  had  fent,  when  he  fir  ft 
knew  the  force  which  he  was  to  oppofe.  It 
was  commanded  by  Col.  Breyman.  Happily 
Warner's  regiment  from  Manchefter  came  up 
with  them  and  flopped  them.  Stark  rallied 
his  men  and  renewed  the  adlion  ;  it  was  warm 
and  defperate  ;  he  ufed,  with  fuccefs,  the  can- 
non which  he  had  taken  ;  and  at  funfet 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.  He  purfued 
them  till  night,  and  then  halted,  to  prevent 
his  own  men  from  killing  each  other,  in  the 
dark.  He  took  from  the  enemy  two  other 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  their  baggage,  wag- 
gons and  horfes.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  men  were  found  dead  on  the  field.  Their 
commander,  Baum,  was  taken  and  died  of  his 
wounds  ;  befide  whom,  thirty-three  officers, 
and  above  feven  hundred  privates,  were  made 
prifoners.  Of  Stark's  brigade  four  officers 
and  ten  privates  were  killed  and  forty-two 
were  wounded. 

Ao  ,8  ^n  tne  account  of  this  battle,  which  Stark 
fent  to  the  committee  of  New-Hampfhire,  he 
faid,  *  our  people  behaved  with  the  greateft 

*  fpirit  and  bravery  imaginable.     Had  every 

*  man  been  an  Alexander,  or  a  Charles    of 
c  Sweden,  they  could  not  have  behaved  bet- 

*  ter.'     He  w~s  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of 
keeping  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  main 
body  ;  and  therefore  fent  for  one  thoufand 
men  to  replace  thofe  whofe  time  had  expired  ; 
but  intimated  to  the  committee  that  he  him- 
felf  mould  return  with  the  brigade.     They 
cordially  thanked  him  <  for  the  very  eflential 
4  fervice  which  he  had  done  to  the  country,' 
but  earneflly  prefTed  him  to  continue  in  the 
command  ;  and  fent  him  a  reinforcement, 
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. 

*  afTuring  the  men  that  they  were  to  ferve    1777. 
'  under  General  Stark.'     This  argument  pre- 
vailed with  the  men  to  march,  and  with  Stark 

to  remain. 

The  prifoners  taken  in  this  battle  were 
fent  to  Bofton.  The  trophies  were  divided 
between  New-Hampihire  and  MafTachufetts. 
But  Gongrefs  heard  of  this  victory  by  acci- 
dent. Having  waited  fome  time  in  expec- 
tation of  letters,  and  none  arriving  ;  inquiry 
was  made  why  Stark  had  not  written  to  Gon- 
grefs ?  He  anfwered,  that  his  correfpondence 
with  them  was  clofed,  as  they  had  not  at- 
tended to  his  lafl  letters.  They  took  the 
hint  ;  and  though  they  had  but  a  few  days 
before  refolved,  that  the  inftructions  which 
he  had  received  were  deflrudtive  of  military 
fubordination,  and  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
mon caufe  ;  yet  they  prefenteci  their  thanks 
to  him,  and  to  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  and  promoted  him  to  the  rank 
of  a  Brigadier  General,  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

This  victory  gave  a  fevere  check  to  the 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  raifed  the  fpirits  of 
the  people  after  long  depreflion.  It  wholly 
changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  northern 
department.  Inftead  of  difappointment  and 
retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  men  by  hard  labor 
and  iicknefs  ;  we  now  were  convinced,  not 
only  that  our  militia  could  fight  without  be- 
ing covered  by  intrenchments  ;  but  that  they 
were  able,  even  without  artillery,to  cope  with 
regular  troops  in  their  intrenchments.  The 
fuccefs  thus  gained  was  regarded  as  a  good 
omen  of  farther  advantages.  '  Let  us  get 

*  them  into  the  woods,'  was  the  language  of 

RR 
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1777.    tlie  whole   country.     Burgoyrie   was    daily 
putting  his  army  into  a  more  hazardous  fitu- 
ation  ;  and  we  determined  that  no  exertioa 
mould  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  complete 
the   ruin    of   his    boafted    enterprife.      The 
northern  army  was  reinforced  by  the  militia 
of  all   the  neighbouring  States.     Brigadier 
Whipple  marched  with  a  great  part  of  his 
brigade  ;  befides  which,  volunteers  in  abun- 
dance from  every  part  of  New-Hampflure 
flew  to  the   northern  army   now  command- 
ed by  General   Gates.     Two  defperate  bat- 
tles were  fought,  the  one  at  Stillwater  and 
the   other  at  Saratoga  ;  in   both   of  which, 
the  troops  of  New-Hampfhire  had  a    large 
ihare    of  the   honor  due  to   the   American 
army.     In  the  former  action,  two  Lieutenant 
Colonels,  Adams  and  Colburne,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Thomas,  were  ilain  in  the  field ;  and  fe- 
veral  other  brave  officers  were  wounded,  one- 
of  whom,   Capt.    Bell,  died  in   the  hofpital. 
In  the  latter,  Lieut.  Col.  Conner  and  Lieut. 
McClary  were  killed,  with  a  great  number  of 
their  men  ;  and  Col.  Scammel  was  wounded. 
The  confequence  of  thefe  battles  was  the  fur- 
render  of  Burgoyne's    army.     This    grand 
object  being  attained,  the  New-Hampfhire 
regiments  performed  a  march  of  forty  miles, 
and  forded  the  Mohawk  river,   below   the 
falls,  in  the  fpace   of  fourteen  hours.     The 
defign  of  this  rapid  movement  was  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  a  detachment,  commanded  by 
the  Britiih  General  Clinton ;  who  threatened 
Albany  with  the  fame  deftrudlion  which  he 
had  fpread  in  the  country  below  ;  but  on 
hearing  the  fate  of  Burgoyne,  he  returned 
quietly  to  New- York.     The  regiments  then 
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marched  into  Pennfylvania  and  patted  the  1777. 
winter  in  huts  at  Valley-forge.  B elide  thofe 
officers  flam  at  the  northward,  we  fuflained  a 
lofs  in  the  death  of  Major  Edward  Sherburne, 
Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Sullivan,  who  was 
killed  in  a  bold,  but  unfuccefsful  acKon  at 
Germ  an  town. 

After  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army,  all 
danger  of  invafion  from  Canada  ceafed  ;  and 
the  theatre  of  the  war  was  removed  to  the 
fouthward.  The  troops  of  New-Ham  pfliire, 
being  formed  into  a  diftinct  brigade,  partook 
of  all  the  fervices  and  fufferings,  to  which 
their  brethren  were  expoied.  In  the  battle 
of  Monmouth,  a  part  of  them  were  clofely 
engaged,  under  the  conduct  of  Col.  Cilley 
and  Lieut.  Col.  Dearborn  ;  and  behaved  with 
fuch  bravery  as  to  merit  the  particular  ap- 
probation of  their  illuftrious  General.  They 
continued  with  the  main  body,  all  that  cam- 
paign, and  were  hutted,  in  the  following 
winter,  at  Reading. 

In  the  fummer  of  1778,  when  a  French 
fleet  appeared  on  our  coaft,  to  aid  us  in  the 
contefl  with  Britain  ;  an  invafion  of  Rhode- 
liland,  then  poflefled  by  the  Britim,  was  pro- 
jected, and  General  Sullivan  had  the  com- 
mand. Detachments  of  militia  and  volun- 
teers, from  Maflachufetts  and  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  formed  a  part  of  his  troops.  But  a 
violent  ftorni,  having  prevented  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  French  fleet,  and  driven  them 
to  fea  ;  the  army,  after  a  few  ikirmiihes,  was 
under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  quitting  the 
.ifland  ;  and  the  retreat  was  conducted  by  Sul- 
livan with  the  greateft  caution  and  prudence. 

When  an  expedition  into  the  Indian  coun-    1779. 
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1779.  try  was  determined  on,  General  Sullivan  was 
appointed  to  the  command,  and  the  New- 
Hampihire  brigade  made  a  part  of  his  force. 
His  route  was  up  the  river  Sufquehanna  into 
the  country  of  theSenekas  ;  a  tract  imperfecS- 
ly  known,  and  into  which  no  troops  had  ever 
penetrated.  The  order  of  his  march  was 
planned  with  great  judgment,  and  executed 
with  much  regularity  and  perfeverance.  In. 
feveral  engagements  with  the  Savages,  the 
troops  of  New~Hampfhire  behaved  with  their 
ufual  intrepidity.  Capt.  Cloyes  and  Lieut. 
McAulay  were  killed,  and  Major  Titcomb 
was  again  badly  wounded.  The  provisions 
of  the  army  falling  fhort,  before  the  object 
of  the  expedition  was  completed,  the  troops 
generoufly  agreed  to  fubfifl  on  fuch  as  could 
be  found  in  the  Indian  country.  After  their 
return,  they  rejoined  the  main  army,  and 
palled  a  third  winter  in  huts,  at  Newtown  in 
Connecticut.  In  the  latter  end  of  this  year 
Sullivan  refigned  his  command  and  retired. 
.  In  the  following  year,  the  New-Hampfhire 

regiments  did  duty  at  the  important  poft  of 
Weft- Point,  and  afterward  marched  into  New- 
Jerfey,  where  General  Poor  died.  Three  regi- 
ments of  militia  were  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  this  year.  The  fourth  winter  was 
palled  in  a  hutted  cantonment,  at  a  place 
called  Soldier's  Fortune,  near  Hudfon's  river. 
In  the  clofe  of  this  year,  the  three  regiments 
were  reduced  to  two,  which  were  commanded 
by  the  Colonels  Scammel  and  George  Reid. 
The  next  year,  a  part  of  them  remained  in 

1781.  tae  State  of  New- York,  and  another  part 
marched  to  Virginia,  and  were  prefent  at  the 
capture  of  the  fecond  Britifh  army,  under 
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Earl  Cornwallis.  Here  the  brave  and  active  1782, 
Col.  Scammel  was  killed.  In  the  winter,  the 
fir  ft  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Dear- 
born, was  quartered  at  Saratoga,  and  the  fe- 
cond  on  Mohawk  river  ;  in  which  places  they 
were  ftationed,  till  the  clofe  of  the  following 
year  ;  when  the  approach  of  peace  relaxed 
the  operations  of  war.  In  a  few  months,  the 
negotiations  were  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  trea- 
ty was  made  j  and  the  fame  royal  lips,  which 
from  the  throne  had  pronounced  us  *  revolted 
*  fubjedls,'  now  acknowledged  us  as  'FREE 

AND    INDEPENDENT    STATES/ 
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CHAP.   XXVI. 

Pvpcr-mwey.     Confiscations.      State  Conflitutitn.      Controverjy 
•with  Vermont. 

1  HE  war  in  which  we  became  in- 
volved with  Britain,  found  us  not  deflitute 
of  refources,  but  unfkilled  in  the  art  of  fi- 
nance. Former  wars  had  been  maintained 
by  a  paper  currency  ;  which,  though  it  de- 
preciated in  fome  meafure,  yet  was  finally 
redeemed  by  the  reimburfements  which  we 
received  from  the  Britifh  Treafury.  We  had 
been  alfo  ufed  to  iffue  bills  on  loan,  and  re- 
ceive landed  property  as  fecurity  for  its  re- 
demption. To  the  fame  mode  we  had  re- 
courfe  on  this  occafion,  without  either  of  the 
foundations  on  which  our  former  currencies 
had  been  fupported.  Bills  of  credit  were 
emitted  with  no  other  fund  for  their  redemp- 
tion than  taxation,  and  that  deferred  to  dif- 
tant  periods.  It  was  imagined  that  the  juf- 
tice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  united  ardor  and 
patriotifm  of  the  people,  would  prefer ve  the 
value  of  thefe  bills  during  the  contefl  which 
we  were  very  fanguine  would  be  fhort  ;  and 
^^  in  fact  the  circulation  of  them  for  the  firft 

1  /  /u.  vear  was  fUppOrted  by  no  other  means.  But 
being  counterfeited,  they  began  to  depreciate, 
and  then  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  enact  a 
law  againfl  forging  them,  and  to  make  them 

Tuiy  3.  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments.  In  fome  of 
the  States,  thefe  bills  were  made  a  tender  for 
the  interefi,  but  not  for  the  principal  of  for- 
mer debts  ;  but  in  New-Hampihire,  if  the 
creditor  fhould  refufe  them  when  offered  in 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  327 

payment,  the  whole  debt  was  cancelled.  Had  1776. 
this  law  regarded  future  contrails  only,  every 
man  would  have  known  on  what  terms  to 
make  his  engagements  ;  but  to  declare  it  le- 
gal to  pay  debts,  already  contracted,  with 
money  of  an  inferior  value,  was  altogether 
unjuft.  It  was  not  in  human  power  to  pre- 
vent a  depreciation  of  the  bills  ;  and  the  en- 
forcing of  their  currency  accelerated  the  def- 
truftion  of  their  value.  The  fraudulent 
debtor  took  advantage  of  this  law  to  cheat 
his  creditor,  under  colour  of  juflice  ;  whilft 
the  creditor  had  no  other  refuge,  than  in 
fome  cafes  privately  to  transfer  the  written  ob- 
ligation ;  and  in  other  cafes  to  refufe  the  ten- 
der, at  the  rifque  indeed  of  lofing  the  debt ; 
but  in  hope  that  juftice  would  at  fome  future 
time  have  its  courfe.  Hufbandmen,  who 
lived  remote  from  the  fcene  of  hoflilities,  and 
who  had  the  produce  of  the  earth  at  their 
command,  were  able  to  keep  their  property 
good.  Hawkers  and  monopolifers,  who  crept 
from  obfcurity  and  aflumed  the  name  of  mer- 
chants, could  even  increafe  their  fubflance 
in  thefe  perilous  times.  But  thofe  perfons 
whofe  property  was  in  other  men's  hands  ; 
or  whofe  living  depended  on  ftated  falaries  ; 
or  whofe  honeft  minds  could  not  defcend  to 
practife  knavery,  though  eftabliihed  by  law, 
were  doomed  to  fuffer. 

To  palliate  thefe  evils,  at  one  time,  a  law 
was  enacled  againfl  monopoly  and  extortion  ; 
and  when  found  impracticable,  it  was  repeal- 
ed. At  other  times,  the  prices  of  different 
articles  were  flated  under  fevere  penalties; 
but  ways  were  foon  found  to  evade  thefe  ef- 
tablifhments  ;  and  when  found  ineffectual, 
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1777.  the  laws  were  repealed.  It  is  not  coniiitent 
with  the  nature  of  commerce  to  bear  fuch 
reftrictions  ;  and  the  laws  increafed  the  evils 
which  they  pretended  to  cure.  At  another 
time  public  fales  by  auction  were  prohib- 
ited, becaufe  it  was  laid  that  they  were 
the  means  of  depreciating  the  currency  ;  but 
in  fact  they  ferved  only  to  demonflrate  its 
real  value.  There  was  a  difpofition  in  the 
governing  part  of  the  people  to  keep  out  of 
fight  the  true  caufe  of  this  growing  mifchief. 
Even  the  general  Congrefs,  in  a  public  ad- 
circuiar  drefs  which  they  ordered  to  be  read  in  the 
sept.  13,  congregations,  affembled  for  religious  wor- 
17 79-  fhip,  after  faying  much  in  praife  of  paper 
money,  told  us,  that  it  was  c  the  only  kind  of 
*  money  which  could  not  make  to  itfelf  wings 
4  and  fly  away.'  Had  this  been  intended  as 
the  language  of  burlefque,  it  might  have  been 
received  with  a  fmile ;  in  any  other  fenfe,  it 
was  an  infult  to  the  feelings  of  honeft  men. 
:  In  the  rnidfl  of  thefe  diftrefles,  frequent 
meetings  of  different  bodies  of  men  were 
held,  to  confult  on  fome  practicable  modes  of 
relief.  Committees  of  counties,  and  of  dif- 
ferent States,  at  various  times,  formed  pro- 
jects, and  ifTued  public  addreffes  ;  but  palli- 
atives in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  foon  loft 
their  efficacy.  From  one  of  thefe  Conventions, 
holden  at  Springfield,  and  compofed  of  dele- 
and  gates  from  the  New-England  States  and  New- 
York  ;  a  letter  was  addrefled  to  the  general 
Congrefs,  which  put  them  on  devifing  means 
to  furmount  the  exifling  difficulties.  Among 
other  expedients  they  recommended  effectual 
taxation,  the  opening  of  loan-offices,  and  that 
the  States  individually  Ihould  emit  no  more 
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bills  of  credit.     Thefe  were  falutary  propo-  1777. 
fals  ;  but  the  mofl  notable  effedl  of  this  let-.  ttrnal  ^ 
ter  was  a  recommendation  from  Congrefs  to  congtrfs, 
the  feveral   States  '  to  confifcate  and  make  N 

*  fale  of  all  the  real  and  perfonai   eflates   of 
'  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  and  other  perfons 

*  as  had  forfeited  the  fame,  and  the  right  to 

*  the  protection  of  their  refpeclive   States  ; 

*  and  to   inveft  the  money  arifing  from  the 

*  fales   in  continental  loan  certificates,  to  be 

*  appropriated  as  the  refpective  States  ihould 
'  direcV 

This  was  a  delicate  point,  and  required  the 
mod  critical  difcuffion.  It  involved  a  quef- 
tion  of  national  law  ;  and  fome  perfons  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  fubjecl:,  thought 
fuch  a  ftep  not  only  illegal,  but  impolitic  and 
dangerous.  In  cafes  of  war  between  hide- 
pendent  nations,  acknowledging  no  common 
fuperior,  the  acqur&ion  of  immoveable  pro- 
perty is  not  complete  till  confirmed  by  a  trea- 
ty of  peace.  The  war  between  America  and 
Britain  was  fo  far  a  war  between  two  inde- 
pendent nations,  that  the  common  laws  of 
war  ought  to  have  been  obferved.  Had  the 
eftates  of  ab  fen  tees  been  taken  into  pofTef- 
fion,  and  the  income  arifing  from  them  been 
applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  war;  and  had 
the  question  of  property  remained  undecided 
till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  State  would  have  been  a  gainer 
both  in  reputation  and  intereft  ;  but  when  we 
were  daily  cheating  and  deceiving  ourfelves 
with  a  fraudulent  paper  medium,  it  is  not 
flrange  that  the  voice  of  juftice  toward  thofe 
whom  we  deemed  our  enemies  could  not  be 
heard. 

Ss 
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¥77B.  The  fir  ft  ftep  toward  executing  this  re- 
commendation of  CongrefSj  was  an  a6l  pro- 
fcribing  certain  perfons,  to  the  number  of 
feventy-fix,  who  had  at  various  times,  and  for 
various  reafons,  quitted  this  State.  Thefe 
were  forbidden  to  return  without  leave,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  tranfportation,;  and  in  cafe 
of  a  fecond  return,  they  were  to  fuffer  death. 

The  next  ftep,  was  to  confifcate  the  whole 
eflate,  real  and  perfonal,  of  twenty-eight  of 
the  profcribed  ;  of  whom  it  was  declared 
that  they  had  c  j-uftly  forfeited  all  right  to 

*  protection  from  the  State  ;  and  alfo  their 

*  right  to  any  farther  enjoyment  of  their  in* 
*'  tereft  and  property  within  it/ 

In  thefe  acts,  no  dLftinclioii  was  made  be- 
tween thofe  perfons  who  had  withdrawn 
themfelves  from  the  State,  by  a  fenfe  of  their 
duty;  thofe  who  were  in  faaSti  Britifh  fub~ 
je6ls,  but  occaiionally  rejfident  here  ;  thofe 
who  had  abfconded  through  timidity ;  and 
thofe  who  had  committed  crimes  againft  ex- 
prefs  law,  and  had  fled  from  juftice.  No  con- 
ditional ofFer  of  pardon  was  made  ;  no  time 
was  allowed  for  any  to  return  and  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  the  country  ;  but  the  whole 
were  put  indifcrhninately  into  one  black  ///?, 
and  ftigmatifed  as  'having  bafely  deferted 

*  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  manifefted  a  dif- 
5  pofeion  inimical  tov  the  Stater  and  a  defigii 
'  to  aid  its  enemies  in  their  wicked  purpofes.' 

Some  perfons  who  had  legal  demands  on 
thefe  eflates,had  for  the  fecurity  of  their  debts 
laid  attachments  on  them  ;  but  by  another 
act,  all  attachments  which  had  been  made 
fince  the  commencement  of  hoflilities,  were 
declared  null  and  void,  and  the  Courts  were 
required  to  difmifs  tjaem. 
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Truftees  were  appointed  in  each  county  to  1778., 
take  pofTeffion  of  all  thefe  eflates,  real  and 
perfonal  ;  and  to  fell  the  perfonal  immedi- 
ately at  public  auction  ;  with  a  difcretionary 
power  to  leave  out  of  the  fale  fuch  article* 
as  they  mould  deem  neceffary,  to  the  flip*, 
port  of  the  families  of  the  profcribed.  To 
preferve  fome  farther  appearance  of  juftice, 
the  creditors  of  thefe  eftates,  though  they 
were  not  allowed  to  bid  at  the  auctions  with- 
out payment,  were  ordered  to  exhibit  their 
claims  to  the  truftees,  and  in  cafes  of  infol- 
vency,  all  claims  were  to  be  fettled  by  the 
Judges  of  Probate. 

Whilft  the  fettlement  of  thefe  eflates  was 
.going  on,  the  money  was  rapidly  deprecia- 
ting. After  the  year  1777,  the  State  iffued 
no  more  bills,  and  the  former  were  called  in 
and  exchanged  for  Treasurer's  notes  on  in^- 
tereft,  of  a  value  not  lefs  than  five  pounds. 
The  Continental  bills  continued  paffmg  and 
depreciating  till  the  fpring  of  1781,  when 
luddenly,  and  by  general  confent,  they  went 
out  of  circulation,  and  folid  coin  fucceeded  in 
their  place.  Then  a  fcale  of  depreciation 
for  the  preceding  years  of  the  war  was  fra- 
.med,  and  all  pail  payments  were  regulated 
by  it.  The  treaty  of  peace  obliged  us  to  pro- 
ceed no  farther  in  the  matter  of  confifcations. 
By  a  fubfequent  a6l,  the  Judges  of  Probate 
were  empowered  to  liquidate  by  the  fcale  of  Mar<h 
depreciation,  the  fums  paid  into  the  Treafury  1783. 
by  the  Truftees  ;  to  receive  claims  againft 
the  eftates,  and  to  adjuft  and  certify  the  fame 
to  the  Preiident,  who  was  authorifed  to  or- 
der the  Treafurer,  to  iflue  notes,  bearing  in- 
from  the  time  when  the  faid  fvims  were 
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I77&  paid  into  the  Treafury  ;  which  notes  the  cred- 
itors were  to  receive  in  payment ;  but  if  any 
of  the  eftates  mould  prove  infol  vent,  then  the 
creditors  were  to  receive  their  average.  In 
this  manner  fome  of  thefe  eftates  have  been 
fettled  and  the  creditors  paid  ;  others  remain 
uniettled.  Some  of  them  barely  paid  the  ex- 
penfes  of  their  management  ;  others  were 
rendered  infol  vent.  The  eflate  of  the  late 
Governor  paid  all  the  demands  upon  it  ex- 
cepting that  of  his  father  ;  who  generoufly 
withdrew  his  claim  that  the  other  creditors 
might  be  paid  in  full.*  The  clear  profit  to 

*  The   following  papers  arc  taken  from  the  Regiftry  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  R"ckingham. 

'  Reckinglan,  jf.  Feb.  i6j  1786.  I  hereby  certify,  that  the  fums 
againft  each  perfon's  name  herein  fet  down,  were  reipecYively  doe  to 
them  the  laft  day  of  July  1782,  from  the  cftate  of  the  late  Governor, 
John  Wentwcrth,  Efq  at  which  time  it  appears  there  had  been  receiv- 
ed into  the  Treafury,  a  ftiffiuency  to  pay  all  the  demands,  exhibited 
againft  him,  except,  bis  father's  ;  who  has  withdrawn  his,  that  the 
others  might  be  paid  in  full.  P.  White,  Judge  of  Probate-' 

'  Portfmouthj  Feb.  6,  1785.  Sir,  After  conGdrring  the  great  delays 
in  fettling  the  demands  againft  the  eftate  of  my  foil,  Governor  Went- 
worth,  and  the  probability,  from  the  ill  management  thereof,  before  it 
fell  under  your  direction,  that  it  wi'l  be  greatly  infolvent  ;  and  feeling 
for  the  diftrefs  of  many  of  the  creditors,  and  wilhing  that  all  may  have 
their  juft  demands  paid,  I  have  detcimined  to  remove  their  embarrflf- 
ment  as  far  as  1  can,  by  withdrawing  my  account  and  claim^  until  theirs 
be  fully  a-Jjuftcd  and  difcrnrgedj  by  yoa  or  other  proper  officers.  Re- 
ftrving  to  myfrlf  ftill  the  right  of  claiming,  if  there  ftiould  be  found  a 
furplus  or  balance  in  his  favor.  For  as  proved  by  tny  account  and  f.u- 
thentic  vouchers  rca^y  to  be  produced,  that,  exclufive  of  my  account  be- 
fore, I  have  paid  rff  feveral  creditors  to  a  confiderable  amount,  fincc  he 
left  this  governo-ent  ;  and  had  alfo  greatly  augmented  the  value  of  his 
cftate  at  Wolfborough,  by  my  advances  and  care  thereof,  all  to  the  benefit 
of  bio  prefent  creditors.  I  fhall  therefore  be  greatly  obliged,  by  ycur  di- 
recting that  my  account  ?ie  fent  me  ;  and  1  fball  hope  for  your  future 
friendly  interpofition  if  it  fhonld  be  found  neceffary  ;  being,  with  the 
higheft  tfkern  and  refpect,  your  mod  humble  fervaot, 

•  Mark  H.  Wentwortb.* 
«  Phillips  White,  Efq.r 

A  general  ftatement  of  the  claims  againft  the  con6fcated  cftare  of  the 
late  Governor  John  Wtntworth,  and  the  neat  proceeds  from  the  fale  of  it; 
the  account  bring  not  yet  fcttied*    April,  1791. 
Dr.     The  claim  of  \*.   H.  Wentworth,  proved  by 

authentic  vouchers,  £13680  10  rt 

Amount  of  other  claims  proved  a«  above,  3877  15  3% 

Paid  to  feveral  other  cre<iitor8,  fince  the  Gov- 
ernor's abfencc,  by  M.  H.  Wentworth.  819  II  6 

^18377  17  2$ 
Cr.    P*M  into  tlxTrea&ry  by  the Truftcc  for  (aid  cftate,        X0435  8     d 
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the  State  from  all  thefe  confutations,  as  far  1778, 
as  it  has  been  afcertained,  is  inconfiderable. 
Power  when  delegated  without  reftrio 
tions,  and  for  the  abufe  of  which  the  dele- 
gate is  not  held  accountable,  has  a  flrong  ten- 
dency toward  defpotifm.  The  temporary 
conftitution  which  we  had  adopted  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  was  found,  by  experience, 
to  have  many  im perfections  ;  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  checks  and  exclulions  became  every 
day  more  evident.  Other  States  were  form- 
ing eonftitutions  on  certain  eftablifhed  prin- 
ciples, and  defining  their  rights  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  the  delegation  of  power.  An  at- 
tempt of  the  like  kind  was  made  in  New-  1779> 
Hampshire.  A  convention  of  delegates,  cho- 
fen  for  the  purpofe,  drew  up  and  fent  abroad 
a  fyftem  of  government ;  but  fa  deficient  was 
it  in  its  principles,  and  fo  inadequate  in  its 
provilions,  that  being  propofed  to  the  people, 
in  their  town-meetings,  it  was  rejected.  Ano- 
ther convention  was  appointed,  which  had 
more  advantage  than  the  former,  the  neigh- 
bouring State  of  Maffachufetts  having  digefl- 
ed  and  adopted  a  conftitution,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  an  improvement  on  all  which  had 
been  framed  in  America.,  This  convention 
had  no  lefs  than  nine  feflions,  and  continued  From  J*™ 
for  more  than  two  years.  In  the  fir  ft  plan  o$ 
of  government  which  they  compofed,  they 
diftindlly  ftated  the  alienable  and  unalienable 
rights  of  the  people.  They  divided  the  gov- 
ernment into  three  branches,  legiilative,  ex- 
ecutive and  judicial,  and  defined  the  limits  of 
each.  The  legiilative  branch  was  compofed 
of  a  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 
The  Senate  was  to  confift  of  twelve  perfons* 
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•178L  five  for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  two  for 
Strafford,  two  for  Hillfborough,  two  for  Che- 
fhire  and  one  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were  to 
be  voted  for  in  town-meetings,  and  the  votes 
fealed  and  returned  to  the  Secretary's  office. 
The  number  of  Reprefentatives  was  limited 
to  fifty,  and  apportioned  among  the  counties, 
thus  ;  twenty  for  Rockingham  ;  eight  for 
StrafFord  ;  ten  for  Hillfborough  ;  eight  for 
Cheftrire  ;  and  four  for  Grafton,  Thefe  were 
to  be  ele&ed  by  the  County  Conventions,  con- 
fiding of  one  delegate  for  every  fifty  rateable 
polls.  This  mode  was  recommended,  to  pre- 
sent thofe  interefted  views  and  that  party  .fpt- 
rit,  which  too  often  appear  in  fingle  towns  in 
the  eledlion  of  Reprefentatives.  The  execu- 
tive power  was  veiled,  in  a  Governor,  whom 
the  Convention, in  their  addrefs  to  the  people, 
defcribed  in  the  following  terms  :  *  They 
5  have  arrayed  him  with  honors,  they  have 
f-  armed  him  with  power  and  fet  him  on  high; 
'&  but  ftill  he  is  only  the  right  hand  of  your 
**  power,  and  the  mirror  of  your  majefty.' 
But  though  armed  with  power  and  liable  to 
be  impeached  for  inifcondu6l,  he  was  ihroud- 
ed  from  refponfibility,  by  a  Council,  without 
whofe  advice  he  could  not  take  one  ftep  of 
any  importance.  The  judicial  department 
.vas  to  be  appointed  by  the  executive  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  legiilative  ;  but  the  Judges 
were  removeable  for  mi  (conduct,  by  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council,  on  the  addrefs  of  both 
Houfes  of  the  Legiflature.  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  v/ere  to  hold  their  commiffions  five 
years  only.  Provifion  was  made  for  the  ex- 
clulion  of  perfons  from  holding  feveral  ofB- 
at  the  fame  time  ;  the  reafon  of  which 
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was  thus  expreffed.     *  Befides  the  interfer-    178L 
c  ence  of  feveral  offices  held  by  the  fame  per- 
'foil  in  point  of  time,  which  we  have  feen, 

*  and  the  difficulty  of  one  man's  giving  his 

*  attention  to  many  matters   fufficiently  to 

*  underftand  them  all,   which  we  have  too 

*  often  felt  ;  there  is  a  ftill  flronger  reafon, 

*  which  is  the  difficulty  of  a  man's  preferving 

*  his  integrity  in  difcharging   the  duties  of 
4  each,'   The  encouragement  of  literature  was 
alfo  recommended  as  eliential  to  the   prefer- 
vation  of  a  free  government,  and  it  was  de- 
dared  to  be  the  duty  of  legiflators  to  cherifh 
its  intereits. 

This  plan  was  printed  and  fent  to  every 
town.  The  inhabitants  were  requefled  to 
itate  their  objections  diftiaclly  to  any  parti-  Scpt' 14A 
cular  part,  and  return  them  at  a  fixed  time. 
The  objections  were  fo  many  and  fo  various, 
that  it  became  neceiTary  to  alter  the  form  and 
fend  it  out  a  fecond  time.  The  name  of  Go- 
vernor, and  mod  of  his  powers,  were  flill 
retained ;  but  the  mode  of  reprefentation  was  1 7 
altered.  Inftead  of  being  elected,  by  coun-  Aug 
ty  conventions,  the  Reprefentatives  were  to 
be  chofen  immediately  by  the  towns  ;  every 
incorporated  townfhip  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rateable  polls,  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  choofing  one  ;  and  every  one  con- 
taining four  hundred  and  fifty,  of  choofing 
two.  Particular  attention  was  given  to  the 
•mode  of  appointing  officers  of  militia.  In- 
ftead of  fuperior  officers  being  chofen  by 
their  inferiors,  and  inferior  officers  by  the 
privates,  as  had  been  praclifed  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  the  order  of  appoint- 
ment was  r  ever  fed,  and  the  privates  had  no 


ai. 
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17S2.  power  of  choice  at  all.  This  was  faid  to  be 
neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  harmony,  fub- 
ordinadon  and  discipline.  The  fecond  plan 
being  fent  out  was  generally  approved  ;  but 
it  was  not  completed  at  the  time  when  the 
^R<?  news  of  peace  arrived.  The  old  form  having 

March  and  exP^re<^  with  the  war,  it  was,  by  the  votes  of 
the  people  in  their  town-meetings,  revived 
^  and  continued  for  one  year  longer.  In  the 
following  autumn,  the  new  form  was  finifli- 
-cd  ;  and  the  name  of  Governor  being  chang- 
ed to  President,  it  was  a  third  time  printed 
and  declared  to  be  4  the  civil  conftitution  for 
the  State  of  New-Hampmire.'  It  took  place 
on  the  fecond  day  of  the  following  June,  and 
was  introduced  at  Concord  by  a  religious 
Solemnity,  which  has  fince  been  repeated  at 
every  annual  election. 

To  the  convention  which  formed  this  con- 
ilitution  feveral  towns  in  the  weftern  part  of 
the  State  did  not  fend  delegates.  The  caufe 
of  this  omiffion,  and  of  .fome  other  eccentri- 
cities in  the  conducl  of  the  people  in  that 
quarter  mult  now  be  explained. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  diflricSt  on  the  wef- 
tern fide  of  Connecticut  river,  which  was  fev- 
ered from  New-Hampmire  in  1764,  had 
•been  engaged  in  a  long  and  bitter controver- 
fy  with  the  government  of  New- York.  They 
had  even  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms  in  defence  of  their  eitates  ;  and  frequent 
acts  of  violence  had  been  committed.  There 
was  among  them  a  fet  of  intrepid  men,  ready 
to  encounter  dangers,  and  trained  to  hardy 
enterprise.  At  the  commencement  of  hot 
tilitics,  by  the  advice  of  fome  principal  op- 
<pofers  of  the  Britifli  Governmental!  the  other 
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Colonies,  a  company  of  thofe  people  fly  ling  1784. 
themfelves  Green.  Mountain  Boys,  marched 
to  Ticonderoga,  and  wrefled  that  fortrefs,  to- 
gether  with  Crown-Point,  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Britifh  garrifons.  A  regiment  of  them, 
was  embodied  by  order  and  in  the  pay  of  the 
general  Congreis.  Their  exertions  in  the 
common  caufe  were  meritorious  and  their 
fervices  were  acceptable. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  1776* 
the  inhabitants  of  that  territory  afTembled  in 
convention  to  coniider  their  peculiar  fituation 
and  concert  meafures  for  their  fafety.  The 
opportunity  which  then  prefented  for  a 
change  in  their  political  connexions,  was  too 
precious  to  be  loft.  By  the  diflblution  of  the 
bonds  which  had  held  America  in  fubjeclion 
to  the  Crown  of  Britain,  they  conceived  them- 
felves free  from  the  government  of  New- 
York,  to  which  the  moft  of  them  had  never 
voluntarily  fubmitted;  and, being  as  theyfaid, 
reduced  to  '  a  ftate  of  nature,'  they  thought 
that  -they  had  a  right  to  form  fuch  connex- 
ions as  were  agreeable  to  themfelves.  Ac- 
cordingly they  made  and  publifhed  a  decla- 
ration ;  *  that  they  would  at  all  times  con-  *  '  '  '• 
1  fider  themfelves  as  a  free  and  independent 
c  State  ;  capable  of  regulating  their  own  in- 

*  ternal  police  ;  that  they  had  the  fole  exclu- 

*  five  right  of  governing  themfelves,  in  fuch 
4  manner  as  they  mould  choofe,  not  repug- 

*  nant  to  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that 
4  they  were  ready  to  contribute  their  propor- 

*  tion  to  the  common  defence.'     Under  the 
influence  of  thefe  principles,  they  formed  a 
plan  of  government  and  a  code  of  laws,  and 
petitioned  Congrefs  to  receive  them  into  the 
union.  T  T 


S38  HISTORY  OF 

1  778.  The  inhabitants  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Con- 
necticut river  were  very  conveniently  fitu- 
ated  to  unite  with  thofe  on  the  weflern  fide, 
and  many  of  them  had  the  fame  principles 
and  views.  They  argued  that  the  original 
grant  of  New-Hampfhire  to  Mafon  was  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  a  line  drawn  at  the  di  fiance 
of  fixty  miles  from  the  fea  ;  that  all  the  lands 
weft  ward  of  that  line,  being  royal  grants,  had 
been  held  in  fubjection  to  the  government  of 
New-Hampihire  by  force  of  the  royal  com- 
mifiions,  which  were  vacated  by  the  affumed 
independence  of  the  American  Colonies  ;  and 
therefore  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  thofe 


tious  on  the  -          ,      ,        •.  •,  n  /-.  ?     -r» 

right  of  ju-  lands  had  '  reverted  to  a  ttate  of  nature.     13y 


tnis  expreffion,  however,  they  did  not  mean 
Grants.      that  each  individual  was  reduced  to  fuch  a 
iq£       ftate  ;  but  that  each  town  retained  its  corpo- 
rate unity,  unconnected  with  any  fuperior 
jurisdiction.      They    diftinguifhed    between 
Public  de-  commiffions  derived  from  the   King,  which 
Jjht  off  N!  were  revokable  at  his  pleafure,  and  incorpo- 
Hampihire  rations  held  on  certain  conditions,  which  be- 

Grants,  &c.  .  r  i          i  1  1  •     -i 

primed  ing  performed,  the  powers  and  privileges 
granted  by  the  incorporations  were  perpetual. 
They  aflerted  that  jurifdictions  eftablifhed  by 
royal  commiffions  could  bind  a  people  to- 
gether no  longer  than  the  force  which  firft 
compelled  continues  to  operate  ;  but  when 
the  coercive  power  of  the  King  was  rejected, 
and  its  operation  had  ceafed,  the  people  had  a 
right  to  make  a  (land  at  the  firft  legal  ftage, 
viz.  their  town  incorporations.  Thefe  by 
univerfal  confent  were  held  facred  ;  hence 
they  concluded  that  the  major  part  of  each 
one  of  thofe  towns  had  a  right  to  control  the 
minor  part  j  and  they  confidered  themfelves 
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as  fo  many  diftinct  corporations,  until  they    1778. 
fhould  agree  to  unite  in  one  aggregate  body. 

In  thefe  fentiments  the  people  were  not  all 
united.  The  majority  of  fome  towns  was  in 
favor  of  their  former  connexion,  and  in  thofe 
towns  where  the  majority  inclined  the  other 
way,  the  minority  claimed  protection  of  the 
government. 

They  fuppofed  that  the  exiftence  of  their 
town-incorporations,  and  of  the  privileges 
annexed  to  them,  depended  on  their  union  to 
New-Hampfhire  ;  and  that  their  acceptance 
of  the  grants  was  in  effect  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  jurifdiction,  and  a  fubmiffion  to 
the  laws  of  the  State  ;  from  which  they  could 
not  fairly  be  difengaged  without  its  confent ; 
as  the  State  had  never  injured  or  oppreffed 
them. 

Much  pains,  were  taken,  by  the  other  par- 
ty, to  difleminate  the  new  ideas.  Conven- 
tions were  held,  pamphlets  were  printed,  and 
at  length  a  petition  was  drawn  in  the  name 
of  iixteen  towns*  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Con- 
necticut river,  requefting  the  new  State, 
which  had  arTumed  the  name  of  VERMONT, 
to  receive  them  into  its  union,  alleging, c  that 
c  they  were  not  connected  with  any  State,  files. 

*  with  refpect  to  their  internal  police.'     The 
AfTembly  at  firfl   appeared  to  be  againfl  re- 
ceiving them  ;  but  the  members  from  thofe 

*  i  Cornifh,  8  Bath, 

1  Lebanon,  9   Lyman, 

fa  name  given  to  the  A    ,          /  now  divided  Into  Lit- 

~    . ,      yiiftrift  belonging  to  °  AftborP      \tletonandDalton. 

•>   ^«/**'<  Dartmouth  College  }  n  EnfieM, 

Cbut  now  dil'ufed.  ia  Canaan, 

4  Lime,  13  Cardi^an,  now  Orange, 

5  Orfor<^  14   Land^ff 

6  Piermonc,  15   Guntbixxrite,  now  New  Concord. 

7  HaverhilJ,  16  Morris-town,  now  Frariconia. 
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1778.  towns  which  were  fituated  near  the  river  on 
the  weft  fide,  declared  that  they  would  with- 
draw and  join  with  the  people  on  the  eafl 
fide,  in  forming  a  new  State.  The  queftion 
was  then  referred  to  the  people  at  large,  and 
means  were  ufed  to  influence  a  majority  of 

June  xi,  tne  towns  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  union,  which 
the  AfTembly  could  not  but  confirm.  The 
fixteen  tovvns  were  accordingly  received  ; 
and  the  Vermont  AfTembly  refolved,  that 
any  other  towns  on  the  eaflern  fide  of 
the  river  might  be  admitted  on  producing 
a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
on  the  appointment  of  a  Reprefentative. 
Being  thus  admitted  into  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, they  gave  notice  to  the  government 
of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  feparation  which 
they  had  made,  and  exprefled  their  wifh  for 

June  25.  an  amicable  fettlement  of  a  jurif diction al 
line,  and  a  friendly  correfpondence. 

Ao  aj  The  Prefident  of  New-Hampfliire,  in  the 
name  of  the  Aflembly,  wrote  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Vermont,  claiming  the  fixteen  towns 
as  part  of  the  State,  the  limits  of  which  had 
been  determined  prior  to  the  revolution  ; 
reminding  him  that  thofe  towns  had  fent 
delegates  to  the  convention  in  1775  ;  that 
they  had  applied  to  the  Aflembly  for  arms 
and  ammunition,  which  had  been  fent  to 
them  ;  that  their  military  officers  had  accept- 
ed commiilions  and  obeyed  orders  from  the 
government  ;  that  the  minority  of  thofe 
towns  was  averfe  to  a  difunion,  and  had 
claimed  protection  of  the  State,  which  the 
Aflembly  thought  themfelves  bound  to  af- 
ford ;  and  beieeching  him  to  ufe  his  influ- 
ence with  the  Aflembly  of  Vermont  to  dif- 
folve  the  newly  formed  connexion. 
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At  the  fame  time,  the  Prefident  wrote  to    1778. 
the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congrefs  ;  de-  Aus- I?- 
firing  them  to  take  advice  and  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  interpofition  of  that  body  ;  inti- 
mating his  apprehenfion,  that  without  it,  the 
controverfy  mull  be  decided  by  the  fword,as 
every  coiidefcending  meafure  had  been  ufed 
from  the  beginning  and  rejected. 

The  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont  fent 
a  mefTenger  to  Congrefs  to  fee  in  what  light 
the  new  State  was  viewed  by  them.  On  his 
return  he  reported,  that  the  Congrefs  was 
unanimoufly  oppofed  to  the  union  of  the  fix- 
teen  towns  with  Vermont;  otherwife  they  (ex- 
cepting the  delegates  of  New- York)  had  no  ob- 
jeclion  to  the  independence  of  the  new  State. 

At  the  next  feflion  of  the  Vermont  Af- 
fembly  at  Windfor,  when  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  fixteen  towns  had  taken  their  feats, a  de- 
bate arofe  on  a  queiiion,  whether,  they  mould 
be  erecled  into  a  new  county,  which  paifed 
in  the  negative.  Conceiving  that  they  were 
not  admitted  to  equal  privileges  with  their 
brethren,  the  members  from  thofe  towns  with- 
drew ;  and  were  followed  by  feveral  others 
belonging  to  the  towns  adjoining  the  river  on 
the  weft  fide.  They  formed  themfelves  into 
a  convention,  and  invited  all  the  towns  on 
both  fides  of  -the  river  to  unite,  and  fet  up 
another  State  by  the  name  of  New-Connec- 
ticut. This  feceffion  had  nearly  proved  fatal 
to  the  State  of  Vermont.  A  ridge  of  moun- 
tains which  extends  from  fouth  to  north 
through  that  territory,  feemed  to  form  not 
only  a  natural,  but  a  political  line  of  divifion. 
A  more  cordial  union  fubfifted  between  the 
people  on  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  Green  Moun- 
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1778.  tains,and  the  eaflern  fide  of  Connecticut  river, 
than  between  the  latter  and  thofe  on  the  wef- 
tern  fide  of  the  mountains  ;  but  thefe  alone 
were  infufficient,  without  the  others,  to  make 
a  State.  The  Governor,  and  other  leading 
men  of  Vermont,  who  refided  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  Mountains,  wrote  letters  to  the 
AfTembly  of  New-Hampfhire,  informing  them 
of  the  feparation,  and  expreffing  their  difap- 
probation  of  a  connexion  with  the  fixteen 
towns.  The  AfTembly  regarded  thefe  letters 
as  ambiguous,  and  as  not  expreffing  a  difin- 
clination  to  any  future  connexion  with  them. 
Jealoufy  is  faid  to  be  a  republican  virtue  ;  it 
operated  on  this  occafion,  and  the  event  pro- 
ved that  it  was  not  without  foundation. 
A  convention  of  delegates  from  feveral 

Dec  towns  on  both  fides  of  the  river  afTemblecl  at 
Cornifli  and  agreed  to  unite,  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  limits  eftablifhed  by  the  King  in 
1764  ;  and  to  make  the  following  propofals 
to  New-Hampfhire,  viz.  either  to  agree  with 
them  on  a  dividing  line,  or  to  fubmit  the  dif- 
pute  to  Congrefs,  or  to  arbitrators  mutually 
chofen.  If  neither  of  thefe  propofals  were 
accepted,  then,  in  cafe  they  could  agree  with 
New-Hampfhire  on  a  form  of  government, 
they  would  confent  that  '  the  whole  of  the 
c  grants  on  both  fides  of  the  river  fhould  con- 

*  necl  themfelves  with  New-Ham pfliire,  and 

*  become  one  entire  State,  as  before  the  royal 

*  determination  in  1764.'     Till  one  or  other 
of  thefe  propofals  fhould  be  complied  with 
they  determine  c  to  truft  in  Providence   and 
4  defend  themfelves.5 

^  >-_q          An  attempt  was  made  in  the  following  year 
to  form  a  conftitution  for  New-Hamplhire, 
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in  which  the  limits  of  the  State  were  faid  to  1779. 
3e  the  fame  as  under  the  royal  government 
;  referving  neverthelefs  our  claim  to  the  New- 
'  Hampshire  Grants  weft  of  Connecticut  ri- 
*  ver.'  Though  this  form  of  government  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  people  ;  yet 
there  was  a  difpofition  in  a  great  part  of  the 
Affembly  to  retain  their  claim  to  the  whole 
of  the  grants  weftward  of  the  river.  At  the 
fame  time  the  State  of  New-York  fet  up  a 
claim  to  the  fame  lands,  and  it  was  fufpecled, 
perhaps  not  without  reafon,  that  intrigues 
were  forming  to  divide  Vermont  between 
New-Hampihire  and  New- York,  by  the  ridge 
of  mountains  which  runs  through  the  terri- 
tory. Certain  it  is  that  the  Vermonters  were 
alarmed ;  and,  that  they  might  have  the  fame 
advantage  of  their  adverfaries,  they  extended 
their  claim  weftward  into  New- York,  and 
eaftward  into  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  thus  not 
only  the  iixteen  towns,  but  feveral  other 
towns  in  the  counties  of  Chefhire  and  Graf- 
ton,  became  incorporated  with  Vermont  by 
c  articles  of  union  and  confederation.' 

It  is  not  eafy  to  develope  the  intrigues  of 
the  feveral  parties,  or  to  clear  their  tranfac- 
tions  from  the  obfcurity  which  furrounds 
them.*  He  who  looks  for  coniiftency  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Conventions  and  Affem- 
blies  which  were  involved  in  this  controver- 
fy,  will  be  difappointed.  Several  interfering 
interefts  confpired  to  perplex  the  fubject. 
The  people  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Green 

*  The  author  has  fparcd  no  pains  to  gain  as  perfc&  a  knowledge  of 
thefc  things  as  the  nature  of  them  will  admit.  If  he  has  not  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  materials,  for  s.  juft  and  full  account,  it  is  his  rtqueft  that 
thofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  fubjeft  would  oblige  the  public 
with  mote  accurate  icfaimatioa. 
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1779.  Mountains,  wiflied  to  have  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment among  them.  Thofe  adjoining  Con- 
necticut river,  on  both  fides,  were  defirous  of 
bringing  the  centre  of  jurifdiclion  to  the 
verge  of  the  river.  The  leading  men  in  the 
eailern  part  of  New-Hampfliire,  were  averfe 
to  a  removal  of  the  government  from  its  old 
feat.  Vermont  had  affumed  independence  ; 
but  its  limits  were  not  defined.  New- York 
had  a  claim  on  that  territory  as  far  as  Con- 
necticut River,  from  which  there  was  no  di£- 
pofition  to  recede.  That  State  had  been  al- 
ways oppofed  to  the  independence  of  Ver- 
mont. New-Hampfhire  at  firft  feemed  to 
acquiefce  in  it ;  and  fbme  letters  which  the 
Prefident  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Ver- 
mont, when  threatened  with  invafion  in  1777, 
were  underftood  as  an  acknowledgment  of  it. 
Had  there  been  no  attempt  to  unite  with  the 
towns  on  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  river,  New- 
Hampfhire  would  perhaps  never  have  oppo- 
fed the  independence  of  Vermont.  But  the 
AfTembly  was  afterward  induced  to  claim  all 
that  territory,  which  before  the  year  1764, 
had  been  fuppofed  to  be  within  the  limits  of 
the  State.  This  interfered  with  the  claim 
of  New- York  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Maffa- 
chufetts  put  in  a  claim  to  a  part  of  Vermont. 
The  controverfy  had  become  fo  intricate, that 
it  was  thought  necefTary  to  be  decided  byk 
Congrefs  ;  and  application  being  made  to 

sept.  34.  that  body,  they  recommended  to  the  three 
States  of  New- York,  MafTachufetts  and  New- 
Hampfhire,  to  pafs  acts  which  fhould  author- 
ife  Congrefs  to  determine  their  boundaries  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  they  advifed  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont  to  relinquifh  jurifdi&ion  over 
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all  perfons  on  the  weft  or  eaft  fides  of  Connect-  1779. 
icut  river,  who  had  not  denied  the  authority 
of  New-York  and  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  to 
abflaiii  from  granting  lands,  or  confifcating 
eflates,  within  their  afTumed  limits,  till  the 
matter  fhould  be  decided.  The  States  of  New- 
York  and  New-Hampiliire  pafTed  thefe  acts  ; 
but  Maffachufetts  did  not.  The  Vermont 
Aifembly  proceeded  in  granting  lands  and 
confifcating  eftates  ;  and  Congrefs  could  only 
refolve  that  their  proceedings  were  unwar- 
rantable. 

It  was  necefTary  that  nine  States  fhould  be 
prefent  in  Congrefs,  befide  thofe  whofe  claims 
were  to  be  heard.  A  deficiency  in  the  rep- 
refentation  caufed  a  long  delay  ;  but  after 
the  expiration  of  another  year  the  queflion 
was  brought  on.  The  claims  of  New- York  1780. 
and  New-Hampfliire  were  put  in  ;  and  both Scpt- 20< 
pleaded  that  Vermont  had  no  right  to  inde- 
pendence. The  agents  of  the  New-State 
afferted  their  right,  and  offered  to  become 
part  of  the  Union  ;  intimating,  that  if  they 
could  not  be  admitted,they  fhould  be  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  of  making  the  befl  terms  with 
the  Britifh  government.'1- 

*  How  far  intrigue?  of  this  kin-*  were  circled  on  it  miy  be  difficult 
fo  afcertain  ;  but  that  the  Britifh  Government  ha'  Come  dependence  on  the 
defection  of  Vermont  appears  from  the  following  paragraph  of  an  inter- 
cepted letter  from  LoH  George  Gcrmiine,  to  Sir  Henry  Chnton  dated 
Whitehall  Feb.  7,  1781. 

'  The  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  tn  their  allegiance,  is   an  event  PrinteJ  In 
••  f  the  urmofl  rnportarKe  to  the  King  s  affairs  ;    and  at  tbis  t'me,  if  the  the  Pecn- 
French  and  Wafhington  really  meditate   an    irrup  ion   into  Canada,  may  {>  vania 
be  confidered  as  oppofing  an  infarmo»n»able  bar  t0  the  attempt.    XJcne    p.^ket, 
ral    Haldimsn,  who  had   the  fa-nc  i^ftru&icn*    with    you  to  draw  ovtr  Aueuft  4» 
t'nnfp:  pc-opkj  and  give  them  fupport,  will.  I  doubt  not.  p  lih  up  a  bo-ly  j-gl. 
of  troops,    to   a£    in    conjandiion    with  them,  to  fecurc  all  the  avenues, 
through  thoir  country  iuro  Canada  ;  and  when  the  feafon   admits,  take 
poffcfTion  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  Huron's  and  Conceilicut  rivers,  and 
cut  off  the  communication  between   Albany  and  the    Mohawk  country, 
How  far  they  may  be  able  to  extend  themfelves  fouchward  and  eaftward, 
muft  depcad  on  ^bcir  numbers,  and  the  difpofiiioo  of  the  inhabitauts.' 

Uu 
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1781.  •  The  caufe  was  farther  perplexed  by  a 
Aug.  20.  conftitutiorial  queftion,  whether  Congrefs 
had  any  power  to  form  a  new  State  within 
the  limits  of  the  union  ?  The  deciiion  was 
deferred  ;  and  after  eleven  months,  Congrefs 
had  proceeded  no  farther,  than  to  lay  it  down 
as  an  indifpenfable  preliminary,  to  the  recog- 
nition of  Vermont,  as  a  member  of  the  union ; 
that  they  mould  *  explicitly  relinquifh  all  de- 

*  mands  of  land  and  jurisdiction   on  the  eaft 
4  fide  of  Connecticut  river,  and  on  the  weft 

*  fide  of  a  line   drawn  twenty  miles  eaflward 

*  of  Hudfbn's  river  to  Lake  Cham  plain. 

oa.  19.  When  this  refolution  was  laid  before  the 
MS  copyof  AfTembly  of  Vermont,  which  met  at  Charlef- 
vet  mom  town,  they  determined  to  *  remain  firm  in  the 
-  *  principles  on  which  they  firft  affumed  gov- 
files.  (  emmeiit,  and  to  hold  the  articles  of  union 

*  inviolate,  that  they  would  not  fubmit  the 
'  queftion  of  their  independence  to  the  arbit- 
'  rament  of  any  power  whatever  ;  but  they 

*  were  willing  at  prefent  to  refer  the   quef- 

*  tion   of   their  jurifdidlional  boundary    to 

*  commiflioners  mutually   chofen,  and  when 

*  they  fhould  be  admitted  into  the  American 
'  union,  they  would  fubmit  any  fuch  difputes 
4  to  Congrefs.' 

The  ftate  of  fociety  within  the  feceding 
towns,  at  this  time,  was  very  unhappy.  The 
majorities  attempted  to  control  the  minori- 
ties ;  and  thefe  were  difpofed  not  to  fubmit, 
but  to  feek  protection  of  the  government  with 
which  they  had  been  connected,  At  the 
fame  time  and  in  the  fame  place,  Juflices, 
Sheriffs  and  Conflables,  appointed  by  the 
authority  of  both  ftates,  were  exercifing  ju- 
rifdiction  over  the  fame  perfons.  Party  rage, 
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high  words  and  deep  refentment,  were  the    1781. 
effect  of  thefe  clafhing  interefts.     An   affray 
which  began  in  the  town   of  Cheflerfield, 
threatened  a  fcene  of  open  hoftility,  between 
the  States  of  New-Hampfhire  and  Vermont. 

A  Conftable,  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
Vermont,  had  a  writ,  in  an  action  of  debt 
againft  a  man  who  was  in  the  interefl  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  He  found  the  man  in  company 
with  a  number  of  people  of  his  own  party,  and  NOV.  14, 
attempted  to  arreft  him.  The  owner  of  the 
houfe  interpofed.  The  Conftable  produced  Mg  ^  Q 
a  book  which  he  faid  contained  the  laws  of  fn^s  and 
Vermont,  and  began  to  read.  The  owner  of  [heCfii«? 
the  houfe  forbad  him.  Threatening  words 
were  ufed  ;  and  the  officer  was  compelled  to 
retreat.  By  a  warrant  from  a  Vermont  Juflice, 
the  houfeholder,  and  another  of  the  company, 
were  committed  to  prifon  in  Charleftown. 
They  fent  a  petition  to  the  AfTembly  of  New- 
Hampfhire  for  relief.  The  Affembly  em- 
powered the  committee  of  fafety  to  direct  the  Nov<  28< 
Sheriff  of  Cheshire  to  releafe  the  prifoners  ; 
they  farther  empowered  the  committee  to 
caufe  to  be  apprehended  and  committed  to 
prifon,  in  any  of  the  counties,  all  perfons  act- 
ing under  the  pretended  authority  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  to  be  tried  by  the  Courts 
of  thofe  counties  where  they  might  be  confi- 
ned ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  Sheriffs  were 
empowered  to  raife  the  pojje  Comitatus. 

In  attempting  to  releafe  the  two  prifoners 
from  Charleftown  gaol, the  Sheriffhimfelf  was 
imprifoned  by  the  Vermont  Sheriff,  under  the 
authority  of  a  warrant  from  three  Juflices. 
The  imprifoned  Sheriff  applied  to  a  Briga- 
dier General  of  New-Hampfhire,  to  raife  the 
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1782.  militia  for  his  liberation.  This  alarmed  the 
Vermonters  ;  and  orders  were  iffued  by  the 

jan  i a.  Governor  for  their  militia  to  oppofe  force 
with  force.  A  committee  of  Vermont  was 
fent  to  Exeter,  'to  agree  on  meafures  to 
*  prevent  hoftilities/  One  of  this  committee 
was  the  Vermont  Sheriff;  he  was  immedi- 
ately arreiled  and  thrown  into  prifon  at  Ex- 
eter, and  there  held  as  a  hoftage  for  the  releafe 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Chemire.  The  affembly 
iffued  a  proclamation,  allowing  forty  days 
for  the  people  in  the  revolted  towns  to  repair 
to  fome  Magiflrate  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
fubfcribe  a  declaration,  that  they  acknowledg- 
ed the  extent  of  New-Hampfhire  to  Connect- 
icut river  ;  and  that  they  would  demean 
themfelves  peaceably  as  good  citizens  of  the 
State.  They  alfo  ordered  the  militia  of  all 
the  counties  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs 
to  march  againfl  the  revolters. 

While  affairs  ^ore  fuch  a  threatening  a£- 
pecl  between  the  two  States,  means  were 
ufed  at  Congrefs  to  take  up  the  controver- 
fy  on  more  general  ground.  A  commit- 
tee, who  had  under  confideration  the  af- 
fair of  admitting  Vermont  into  the  union 
and  determining  its  boundaries,  prevailed  on 
General  Wafhington,  then  at  Philadelphia, 

jam  i.  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Vermont,  advi- 
fing  to  a  relinquifhment  of  their  late  exten- 
fion,as  an '  indifpenfable  preliminary,'  to  their 
admiffion  into  the  union;  intimating  alfo, 
that  upon  their  non-compliance,  they  muft 
be  confidered  as  having  a  hoflile  difpofition 
toward  the  United  States,  in  which  cafe  coer- 

/ppendix,  cion  on  the  part  of  Congrefs,  however  difa- 
greeable,  would  be  neceflary. 
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This  letter  had   the  defired  effed.     The    1782. 
AfTembly  of  Vermont,  taking  advantage  of  Fcb  a 
the  abfence  of  the  members  from  the  eaflern 
fide  of  the   river,   obtained  a  majority  for 
complying  with  the  .preliminary, and  refolved, 

*  that  the  weflern  bank  of  Connecticut  river 
4  on  the  one  part,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the 
'  north-weft  corner  of  MafTachufetts,  north- 
'  ward, to  Lake  Champlain  on  the  other  part, be 

4  the  eaflern  and  weftern   boundaries  of  the 

*  State  of  Vermont,  and  that  they  relinquiflied 

5  all  claim  of  jurifdi6lion  without  thofe  limits.' 
When  the  members  from  the  eaftern  fide  of 
Connecticut  river  arrived,  they  found  thenv 
felves  excluded  from  a  feat  in  the  Affembly, 
and  took  their  leave  with  fome  expreffions  of 
bitternefs. 

After  this  compliance,  it  was  expected  that 
Vermont  would  be  admitted  into  the  union,  Apl>1 14i 
and  the  queflion  was  folemnly  put  in  Con-     • 
grefs  ;  but  a  majority  decided  againft  it ;  to 
the  no  fmall  difappointment  of  many  perfbns, 
befide  the  inhabitants  of  the  difputed  territo- 
ry.    The  pretence  for  this  decifion  was,  that 
they  had  exceeded  the  limited  time  ;  but  they 
had  complied  with  the  '  indifpenfable  prelim- 

*  inary  ;'  and  the  order  of  Congrefs,  requiring 
it,  flood,  unrepealed. 

Though  cut  off  from  their  connexion  with 
Vermont,  the  revolted  towns  did  not  at  once 
return  to  a  flate  of  peace  ;  but  the  divifions 
and  animofities  which  had  fo  long  fubfifled, 
continued  to  produce  difagreeable  efi^ecls. 
The  judicial  Courts  of  New-Hampfhire  had 
fat  without  much  interruption,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Chefhire  and  Grafton,  whilfi  the  offi- 
cers of  Vermont  held  jurifdidlion  alfo  ;  but 
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1782.  when  the  latter  were  excluded  by  the  aft  of 
the  Vermont  AfTembly,  a  fpirit  of  oppofi- 
tion  began  to  arife  againft  the  fitting  of  the 
former. 

sc  tcmber  When  tne  Inferior  Court  was  holden  at 
'  Keene,  a  number  of  perfons  appeared,  to  op- 
pofe  its  proceedings,  and  effected  their  pur- 
pofe  fo  far  as  to  make  an  adjournment  necef- 
fary  ;  but  three  of  the  leaders  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  were  arrefted  and  bound  over  to  the  Su- 
perior Court.  In  the  mean  time  efforts  were 
made  to  raife  a  party  who  fhould  oppofe  the 
Superior  Court ;  and  it  was  reported  that  two 
hundred  men  had  aflbciated  and  armed  them- 

o<3obcr.  felves  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  morning  be- 
fore the  court  was  opened,  feveral  of  the 
leaders  came  to  the  Judges'  chambers  and 
prefented  a  petition,  praying,  c  that  the  Court 

*  might  be  adjourned,  and  that  no  judicial 

*  proceedings  might  be  had,  whilft  the  troub- 

*  les  in  which  the  country  had  been  involved 
c  {till  fubiifled.'      They  were  told  that  the 
Judges  could    come  to  no  determination  on 
the   fubject,  but  in  open  Court.     When  the 
Court  was  opened,  their  petition  was  publicly 
read  ;  and  the  confideration  of  it  was  poft- 
poned  to  the  next  day.     The  Court  then  pro- 
ceeded to  its  common  bufinefs.     The  Grand 
Jury  being  impannelled,  the  doors  of  the 
houfe  where  they  met  were  kept  open,  whilfl 
the  Attorney  General    laid  before  them  the 
cafe  of  the  rioters  at  the  inferior  Court.     A 
bill  was  found  againft  them.     They  were  ar- 
raigned, they  pleaded  guilty,  and  caft  them- 
felves  on  the  mercy  of  the  Court.     The  Court 
remitted  their  punifhment   on  condition  of 
their  future  peaceable  behavior.     This   well 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  351 

judged  combination  of  firmnefs  and  lenity  1782. 
difarmed  the  infurgents  ;  and  they  quietly 
difperfed.  From  that  time  the  fpirit  of  op- 
pofition  to  government  in  that  quarter  grad- 
ually abated  ;  and  the  people  returned  to 
their  connexion  with  New-Hampfhire. 
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CHAP,   XXVIL 


Popular  difcontent.  Efforts  for  paper  currency*  I'ender-aSit, 
Infurrettion*  Dignity  and  lenity  of  government.  Federal 
Conjlituiion* 

1  HE  American  revolution  had  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  as  far  as  it  refpected 
our  emancipation  from  foreign  jurifdiclion, 
the  eftablifhment  of  forms  of  government 
among  ourfelves,  and  our  deliverance  from 
waf.  It  remained,  to  accommodate  the  minds 
and  manners  of  the  people,  under  the  new 
adminiftration,  to  a  regular  courie  of  juflice, 
both  public  and  private  ;  to  perfect  the  union 
of  the  States  ;  and  to  eftablilh  a  fyflem  of  fi- 
nance. Thefe  things  were  necefiary  to  make 
the  revolution  complete. 

The  extremes  of  clefpotifrn  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  licentioufnefs  on  the  other,  are 
equally  to  be  avoided.  In  a  juft  medium 
between  thefe,  a  government  well  balanced 
and  executed  with  vigor,  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  mofl  valuable  benefits.  To  this 
point  it  was  neceflary  to  conduct  our  revolu- 
tion. But  it  was  equally  neceflary,  that  it 
fhould  proceed  by  flow  degrees  ;  that  errors 
in  principle  fhould  be  gradually  reformed  ; 
and  that  men  fliould  be  taught,  by  their  own 
experience,  the  folly  of  relying  on  any  fyfteni 
of  politics,  which,  however  fupported  by 
popularity,  is  not  founded  in  rectitude. 

A  large  debt,  accumulated  by  the  war,  re- 
mained to  be  discharged.  For  this  purpofe, 
requisitions  were  made  by  Congrefs,  as  well 
as  by  the  State  Government.  Silver  and 
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gold,  which  had  circulated  largely  in  the  lat- 
ter years  of  the  war,  were  returning,  by  the 
ufual  courfe  of  trade,  to  thofe  countries, 
whence  large  quantities  of  neceiTary  and  un- 
necefTary  commodities  had  been  imported. 
Had  any  general  fyflem  of  impoft  been 
adopted,  fome  part  of  this  money  might  have 
been  retained,  and  fome  part  of  the  public 
debt  difcharged  ;  but  the  power  of  Congrefs 
did  not  extend  to  this  object ;  and  the  States 
were  not  united  in  the  expediency  of  dele- 
gating new  and  fufficient  powers  to  that  bo- 
dy. The  partial  imports,  laid  by  fome  of  the 
States,  were  ineffectual, ,  as  long  as  others 
found  their  mtereft  in  omitting  them.  Re- 
courfe  therefore  was  had  to  the  ufual  mode 
of  taxation  on  polls  and  eflates  ;  by  which 
means,  a  heavy  burden  was  laid  on  the  huf- 
bandman  and  the  labourer.  Thofe  who  were 
punctual  in  their  payments,  faw  no  probable 
end  of  their  exertions,  whilft  the  negligence 
of  others  occaiioned  repeated  demands.  Pri- 
vate creditors,  who  had  fuffered  by  long  for- 
bearance, were  importunate  for  their  dues  ; 
and  the  Courts  of  Law  were  full  of  fuits. 

The  people  who  felt  themfeives  diflrefled, 
held  conferences  with  a  view  to  devife  means 
of  redrefs.  The  remedy  which  appeared  to 
many  of  them  moft  eafy,  was  a  new  emiffion 
of  paper  bills,  funded  on  real  eftate,  and  loan-  ,',.«- 
ed  on  interelt.  To  effect  this,  petitions  were 
addrefTed  to  the  Legiilature ;  and  to  remedy  Feb'  *4t 
the  grievance,  as  far  as  it  was  occafioned  by 
a  debt  of  the  State,  an  act  was  paffed,  to  draw 
into  the  Treafury  all  notes  iffued  by  the  State, 
and  give  certificates  for  the  intereft,  and  for 
•fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  principal,  annually  j 
Ww 
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1785.    which  certificates  were  to  be  received  by  the 
Treafurer  for  taxes,  *  in  lieu  of,  and  equal  to 

*  filver  and  gold.'     By  this  means,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  debt  would  gradually  be  ex- 
tinguifhed  ;  and  that  the  people  would  eafily 
be  enabled  to  pay  at  leaft  one  fpecies  of  their 
taxes. 

This  was  far  from  fatisfying  the  complain- 
ants. The  public  fecurities,  they  faid,  were 
engroffed  by  rich  fpeculators,  and  the  poor 
were  diftreffed  for  the  means  of  paying  their 
taxes  and  their  private  debts.  The  cry  for 
paper  money  was  incefTant  ;  and  the  people 
were  called  upon  in  the  public  papers,  ( to 

*  after  t   their  own   majeily,    as  the  origin  of 

*  power,  and  to  make  their  Governors  know, 

*  that  they  are  but  the  executors  of  the  pub- 
<  lie  will.' 

To  this  clamor,  the  voice  of  reafon  and  juf- 
tice  calmly  anfwered  ;  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Legiilature  to  eftablifh  any 
fund,  which  mould  fecure  paper  money  from 
depreciation  ;  that  there  was  fo  much  paper 
then  in  circulation,  and  the  time  of  its  re- 
demption was  fo  diftant,  that  the  notes  paf- 
fed  at  a  difcount  of  fisty,  and  the  certificates 
of  twenty  per  cent  ;  that  if  the  quantity 
were  increafed,  the  depreciation  would  in- 
creafe  in  proportion  ;  that  if  bills  were  iflfued 
and  made  a  tender  in  all  payments,  it  would 
never  be  in  the  power  of  government  to  re- 
deem them  by  filver  and  gold,  becaufe  none 
could  be  collected  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  no  part 
of  the  continental  or  foreign  debt  could  be 
difcharged  ;  that  if  bills  were  loaned  on  land 
fecurity,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
public  debtor  to  purchafe  the  bills  at  a  re- 
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duced  value,  and  with  them  to  make  his  pay-  1 785. 
ment  at  the  Treafury,  in  which  cafe,  though 
the  public  cheft  might  be  filled  with  paper, 
yet  the  government  would  fufFer  all  the  em- 
barrafTment  of  poverty.  It  was  added,  that 
the  Legislature  were  by  the  Conffcitution  ex- 
prefsly  forbidden  to  make  retrofpeclive  laws, 
and  had  no  right  to  alter  the  nature  of  pri- 
vate contracts  ;  and  that  mould  the  majority 
of  the  people  petition  the  government  to  make 
paper  a  lawful  tender,  it  would  be  their  duty 
to  reject  the  petition  as  unconftitutionak 
When  it  was  propofed,  that  the  paper  fhould 
not  be  a  tender  for  pad  but  only  for  future 
contracts  ;  it  was  anfwered,  that  this  would 
not  relieve  the  debtor,  who  was  fuffering  for 
his  pad  engagements,  and  the  difficulties 
which  it  pretended  to  cure  would  {till  exifl. 

In  vain  were  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, induftry  and  frugality  recommended 
as  the  only  adequate  fources  of  relief  ;  the 
complainants  had  no  difpofition  to  apply  a 
remedy  fo  flow  in  its  operation  ;  and  indeed 
it  was  doubtful  whether  the  utmoft  exer- 
tions in  that  way  would  have  been  fufficient, 
completely  to  extricate  us  out  of  thefe  diffi- 
culties, without  fome  alteration  in  our  con- 
federated government. 

Similar  difficulties,  at  the  fame  time,  exi£- 
ted  in  the  neighbouring  State  of  MafTachu- 
fetts  ;  to  remedy  which,  among  other  pallia- 
tives, a  law  was  pafTed  called  a  tender-aft ^  '  by  Minot's 

*  which  it  was  provided  that  executions  ifTu-  f^ftI°rf?rof 
'  ed  for  private  demands,  might  be  fatisfied  regions 

*  by  cattle  and  other  enumerated  articles,  at  pagc  ] 

*  an   appraifement  of  impartial    men  under 

*  oath.'     For  fuch  a   law    the  difcontented 
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1785.  party  in  New-Hampfhire  petitioned  ;  and  to 
8  gratify  them  the  Legiilature  enadled,  that 
when  any  debtor  {hall  tender  to  his  credit- 
or, in  fatisfaction  of  an  execution  for  debt, 
either  real  or  perfonal  eftate  fufficient,  the 
body  of  the  debtor  fhall  be  exempt  from 
imprifonment,  and  the  debt  fliall  carry  an 

*  intereft  of  fix  per  cent ;  the   creditor  being 
'  at  liberty  either  to  receive  the  eftate,  fo  ten- 

*  dered,  at  a  value  eflimated  by  three  appraif- 

*  ers,  or  to  keep  alive  the  demand  by  taking 
'  out  an  alias,  within  one  year  after  the  return 
c  of  any  former  execution,  and  levying  it  on 
'  any  eftate  of  the  debtor  which  he  can  find/ 
At  the  fame  time  an  aft  was  made,  enlarging 
the  power  of  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  to  try  and 
determine  actions  of  debt  and  trefpafs  to  the 
value  of  ten  pounds.     Thefe  laws  were  com- 
plained of  as    unconftitutional  ;  the  former 
as  being  retrofpedlive,  and  changing  the  na- 
ture of  contracts  ;  the  latter  as  depriving  the 
creditor,  in  certain  cafes,  of  a  right  to  trial 
by  Jury.     But  fo  ftrong  was  the  clamor  for 
redreis  of  grievances  ;  and  fo  influential  was 
the  example  of  the  neighbouring  State,  that 
fome  of  the  beft  men  in  the  Legiilature  found 
it  neceffary  to  comply  ;  whilft  another  part 
were  fecretly  in  favor  of  worfe  meafures. 

The  tender-ad,  at  firft,  was  made  for  two 
years  only  ;  before  the  expiration  of  which 
it  was  revived,  with  fome  alterations,  and 
continued  for  three  years  longer.  The  effecl: 
of  this  law,  in  cafes  where  an  attempt  was 
made  to  execute  it,  was,  that  the  moft  valua- 
ble kinds  of  property  were  either  concealed 
or  made  over  to  a  third  perfon  ;  and  when 
the  Sheriff  came  with  an  execution,  it  was 
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levied  on  fuch  articles  as  were  of  little  ufe  to    1785. 
the  creditor.     But  the  moil  general  effect  of 
the  law  was  to  prevent  any  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  creditor,   and    to  encourage  the 
debtor  in  neglecting  payment. 

The  fcarcity  of  money  was  flill  a  grievance 
which  the  laws  had  not  remedied,  but  rather 
had  a  tendency  to  increafe.  To  encourage 
its  importation  into  the  country  the  Legilla- 
ture  exempted  from  all  port  duties,  except 
light-money,  every  veiTel  which  mould  bring 
gold  and  Giver  only  ;  and  from  one  half  of 
the  duties,  if  a  (urn  of  money  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  cargo  fliould  be  imported.  But 
it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  import  money,  unlefs 
encouragement  were  given  for  its  circulation^ 
which  could  not  be  expected  whilft  the  ten- 
der-acl  was  in  force  ;  for  every  man  who 
owned  money  thought  it  more  iecure  in  his 
own  hands,  than  in  the  hands  of  others. 

The  clamor  for  paper  currency  increafed> 
and,  like  a  raging  fever,  approached  toward 
a  criiis.  In  every  town  there  was  a  party  in 
favor  of  it,  and  the  public  papers  were  con- 
tinually filled  with  declamations  on  the  fub- 
jecl:.  It  was  faid  that  an  emiilioii  of  bills  of 
credit  would  give  a  fpring  to  commerce  and 
encourage  agriculture  ;  that  the  poor  would 
be  able  to  pay  their  debts  and  taxes  ;  that  all 
the  arguments  againft  ifTuing  paper  were 
framed  by  fpeculators,  and  were  intended  to 
ferve  the  wealthy  part  of  the  community,  who 
had  monopolifed  the  public  fecurities,  that 
they  might  raife  their  value  and  get  all  the 
good  bargains  into  their  own  hands  ;  that 
other  States  in  the  union  had  iffiied  paper 
bills,  and  were  rejoicing  in  the  happy  effects 
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178G.  of  their  currency  without  any  depreciation ;  that 
the  people  had  a  right  to  call  upon  their  Rep- 
refentatives  to  itamp  a  value  on  paper,  or 
leather,  or  any  other  fubflance  capable  of 
receiving  an  impreffion ;  and  that  to  prevent 
its  depreciation,  a  law  fhould  be  enadled  to 
punifh  with  banifhment  and  outlawry,  every 
perfon  who  mould  attempt  by  any  means  to 
leflen  its  value.* 

The  fame  party  who  were  fo  zealous  in 
favor  of  paper  currency,  and  againft  laws 
which  obliged  them  to  pay  their  debts,  pro- 
ceeded to  inveigh  againfl  Courts  and  lawyers. 
The  Inferior  Courts  were  reprefented  as  line- 
cures  for  Judges  and  Clerks  ;  the  defaulting, 
appealing,  demurring,  abatements;  fees  and 
bills  of  cofts,  without  any  decifion,  were  com- 
plained of  as  burdens,  and  an  abolition  of 
thefe  courts  became  a  part  of  the  popular  cry. 
But  the  party  did  not  content  themfelves 
with  writing  in  the  public  papers.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  call  a  convention,  at  Con- 
cord, whilfl  the  AfTembly  were  fitting  there, 
who  fhould  petition  the  Legiflature  in  favor 
of  the  plan  ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  the  pref- 
ence  of  fuch  a  body  of  men,  convened  at  the 
fame  time  and  place,  would  have  great  weight. 
This  attempt  was  defeated  in  a  manner  fin- 
gular  and  humorous. 

*  A  fpecimen  of  the  language  ufcd  o0  this  occafion  is  as  follows. — 
Seven  States  are  now  bieflod  with  harn-oiy,  plenty  and  happinefs. 
Worthy,  induftrious  men  can  go  to  market  with  a  penny  in  their  pock- 
ets ;  their  benevolent  friend8,  rh;  farmers,  meet  them  half  way  with 
cheerfuinefs.  and  are  as  nady  to  rtceive  as  they  to  offer  ;  now  one  greets 
the  other  with  facial  ber^i'iciions,  trade  flGurifhes,  agriculture  increafcs, 
mutual  con6dence  is  reftored,  and  harmony  reigns  triumphant  El>fiau 
fields  thtfe  !  when  contrafted  with  the  bondage  of  the  inhabifants  of 
New-Hampfhire  ;  for  *  in  the  midft  of  life,  they  are  ?n  death,'  death  of 
the  word  kin  !,  penury  and  want  of  the  common  bleffings  of  Providence. 
How  long,  freemen  of  New  Hampfhire,  can  ye  bear  the  yoke  of  op- 
prcffion  !x  Ncw-Hampfcire  Gazette,  July  ao,  1786. 
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At  the  fifft  fitting  of  the  Affembly,  when  1786. 
five  only  of  the  members  of  the  propofed  Iunc- 
convention  were  in  town,  fome  wags,  among 
whom  were  fcveral  young  lawyers,  pretend- 
ed to  have  been  chofen  by  the  towns  in  which 
they  lived  for  the  fame  purpofe.  In  confer- 
ence with  the  five,  they  penetrated  their 
views,  and  perfuaded  them  to  poll  an  adver- 
tifement,  for  all  the  members  who  were  in 
town  to  afTemble  immediately  ;  it  being  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  prefent  their  peti- 
tion as  early  in  the  feilion  as  poffible.  By 
this  means,  fixteen  pretended  members,  with 
the  five  real  ones,  formed  themfelves  into  a 
convention,  choofing  one  of  the  five  their 
Preiident,  and  one  of  the  fixteen  their  Clerk. 
They  carried  on  their  debates  and  pafled  votes 
with  much  apparent  folemnity.  Having 
framed  a  petition,  complaining  in  the  moil 
extravagant  terms  of  their  grievances ;  pray- 
ing for  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  fund- 
ed on  real  eftate  ;  for  the  abolition  of  Inferior 
Courts,  and  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  law- 
yers, to  two  only  in  a  county  ;  and  for  a  free 
trade  with  all  the  world  ;  they  went  in  pro- 
ceffion  to  the  AiTembly,  (fome  of  whom  had 
been  previouily  let  into  the  fecret)  and  with 
great  formality  prefented  their  petition,  which 
was  fuffercd  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  was 
afterwards  withdrawn.  The  convention  then 
diflblved  ;  and  when  others  who  had  been 
really  chofen  by  the  towns  arrived,  they  were 
exceedingly  mortified  on  finding  their  views 
for  that  time  fo  completely  fruflrated. 

The  next  effort  of  the  party  was  to  call 
County  Conventions.  Of  what  clafs  of  peo- 
ple thefe  were  compofed,  fome  idea  may  be 
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1786.  formed  from  this  circumftance.  An  innhold- 
er,at  whofe  houfe  one  of  thefe  conventions  firil 
met,  refufed  to  take  their  promife  for  lumber 
to  pay  the  expenfe  of  their  meeting ;  upon 
which  they  adjourned  to  a  ware-houfe,  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  party,  and  were  treated 
with  liquor  gratis. 

From,  two  of  thefe  conventions,  and  from 
feveral  towns  in  different  parts  of  the  State, 
petitions  were  prefented  to  the  Legiflature,  at 
13.  their  feffion  in  Exeter.  On  calm  deliberation, 
thefe  petitions  appeared  to  be  inconfiftent 
with  each  other,  with  the  conflitution,  with 
juftice  and  public  faith.  But  to  flill  the  clam- 
or and  collect  the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  on 
the  fubject  of  paper  currency  ;  the  AfTembly 
formed  a  plan  for  the  emilTion  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  to  be  let  at  four  per  cent,  on 
land  fecurity  ;  to  be  a  tender  in  payment  of 
State  taxes,  and  for  the  fees  and  falaries  of 
public  officers.  This  plan  was  immediately 
printed,  and  fent  to  the  feveral  towns  ;  and 
the  people  were  defired  to  give  their  opinions 
in  town  meetings  for  and  againil  it,  and  to 
make  return  of  their  votes  to  the  AfTembly 
at  their  next  feffion. 

This  way  of  proceeding  did  not  coincide 
with  the  views  of  the  party ;  the  principal 
directors  of  which  endeavoured  to  conceal 
thernfelves,  whilft  they  perfuaded  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  perfons  of  various  charac- 
ters, to  appear  openly  in  fupport  of  the  peti- 
tions. They  took  pains  to  fpread  falfe  re- 
ports through  the  country  ;  and  among  oth- 
er things,  it  was  faid  that  the  AfTembly  had 
pafTed  an  act,  to  refund  the  value  of  the  con- 
fifcated  eftates,  which  was  to  be  immediately 
aflfelTed  on  the  people. 
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It  muft  be  obferved,  that  at  this  time,  can-    1786. 
fes  of  a  fimilar  nature  had  excited   numbers 
of  people  in  fome   counties  of  MafTachufetts, 
to  aiTetnble  in  arms  and  prevent  the  Judicial 
Courts  from  fitting.     This  example,  aided  by 
falfe  reports,  and  a  fenfe  of  grievances,  partly 
real  and  partly  imaginary,  operated  fo  pow- 
erfully on  the  minds  of  a  number  of  people, 
in  the  weflern  part  of  the  county  of  Rock- 
ingham  ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  twen-  sept,  zo. 
tieth  of  September,  about  two  hundred  men 
aiTembled  at  Kingilon,  fix  miles  from  Exeter, 
where    they  chofe    leaders  and   procured  a 
drum.     By  the  help  of  fome  militia  officers 
they  formed  themfelves  into  military  order, 
and  in  the  afternoon  marched  to   Exeter  ; 
about  one  third  of  them  being  armed  with 
mufkets,  and   the   others   with   {words  and 
clubs.     Having  entered  the  confines  of  the 
town,  they  halted  ;  and  fent   a  paper  to  the 
AfTembly,  figned  by  one  of  them  who  ftyled 
himfelf  moderator,  demanding  an  anfwer  to 
their  former    petition    immediately.     They 
then  marched  through    the  town,  and  para- 
ded before  the   meeting-houfe,  where    both 
Houfes  of  AfTembly  were  holding  a  confer- 
ence.    The  doors  were  open,  and  as  many  of 
them  as  were  difpofed,  entered.     The  Prefi- 
dent,  in  a  cool  and  deliberate  fpeech,  explain- 
ed the  reafons   on  which  the    AfTembly  had 
proceeded  in  rejecting  the  petitions  ;  expofed 
the  weaknefs,  inconfiflency   and  injuflice  of 
their  requefh ;  and  faid,  that  if  it  were  ever 
fo  jufl  and  proper  in  itfelf,  and   if  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  were  in  favor  of  it,  yet 
the  Legiflature  ought  not  to  comply  with  it, 
whilft  furrounded  by  an  armed  force,     To 
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1786.  do  this,  would  be,  to  betray  the  rights  of  the' 
people,  which  they  had  all  fblemnly  fworn 
to  fupport.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
no  confideratioii  of  perfonal  danger  would 
ever  compel  them  to  violate  the  rights  of 
their  constituents. 

This  fpeech  being  ended,  the  drum  beat  to- 
arms  ;  as  many  as  had  guns  were  ordered  to 
load  them  with  balls  ;  fentries  were  placed 
at  the  doors,  and  the  whole  Legiilature  were 
held  prifbners  ;  the  mob  threatening  death 
to  any  perfon  who  fhould  attempt  to  efcape, 
till  their  demands  were  granted.  The  Ai- 
fembly  went  on  with  their  bufinefs,  taking 
no  farther  notice  of  the  rioters,  till  the  ap- 
proach of  evening  ;  when  the  Prefident  at- 
tempted to  go  out,  but  was  flopped  by  an 
impenetrable  column.  He  then  reafoned 
with  them,  and  warned  them  of  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  their  conduct,  affuring  them,  that 
the  force  of  the  country  would  fupport  the 
government.  Their  anfwers  to  him  were 
infolent  and  reproachful.  They  raifed  a 
cry  for  paper-money,  an  equal  distribution  of 
property,  and  a  releafe  from  debts.  The  in- 
habitants of  Exeter  had  all  this  time  beheld 
with  filence  the  infult  offered  to  the  Legiila- 
ture ;  having  no  orders  ta  take  arms,  they 
reftrained  their  indignation,  till  the  dufk  of 
the  evening  ;  when  fome  of  them  beat  a  drum 
at  a  diftance,  and  others  cried,  '  Piazza  for 
*  government  !  Bring  up  the  artillery  !'  At 
the  found  of  thefe  words  the  mob  were  ftruck 
with  a  panic,  and  began  to  difperfe.  Their 
moderator  ordered  them  to  meet  again,  at 
nine  of  the  clock  the  next  morning,  and  they 
fcattered  in  every  direction. 
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The  Affembly  being  thus  at  liberty,  re-  178& 
quefted  the  Prefident  to  call  out  the  force  of 
the  State  to  quell  the  infurredlion.  In  the 
evening  he  ifTued  his  orders,  and  before 
morning  companies  of  militia,  well  armed, 
began  to  come  in  from  the  neighbouring 
towns.  By  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning 
a  fufBcient  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  with  field- 
pieces  and  military  mufic,  having  arrived  ; 
the  Prefident  put  them  in  motion  againil  the 
infurgents,  who  were  then  parading,  about  a 
mile  diflant.  Having  by  their  fpies  obtain- 
ed intelligence  of  the  motion  of  the  militia,  ^ 
the  unarmed  part  of  the  infurgents  retreated 
to  a  hill  beyond  the  river  ;  the  others  kept 
their  ground  till  a  party  of  light-horfe  appear- 
ed in  view,  and  then  the  whole  body  retired. 
Some  of  them  were  taken  by  the  purfuers  ; 
others  recovered  the  bridge  at  King's-fall,  and 
being  met  by  thofe  who  had  firil  retreated, 
made  an  appearance  as  if  they  would  difpute 
the  pafTage.  Orders  were  given  by  one  of 
their  leaders  to  fire  ;  but  the  force  of  the 
government  appeared  fo  formidable  that  they 
dared  not  to  obey.  The  officers  of  the  mili- 
tia rufhed  in  among  them,  feized  their  mod- 
erator and  others  to  the  number  of  forty,  the 
reft  fled  with  precipitation,  and  no  farther 
purfuit  was  made.  The  prifoners  were  dif- 
armed  and  conducted  to  the  town  ;  where 
they  were  brought  to  an  examination  before 
the  Prefident  and  Council.  Had  thefe  men 
been  engaged  in  a  good  caufe,  and  comman- 
ded by  proper  officers,  they  would  have  main- 
tained the  honor  of  their  country,  and  fought 
her  battles  with  ardor  and  perfeverance  ;  but, 
confcious  of  their  inconfiftency  in  oppofing  a 
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1786.  government  of  their  own  eftablifliing,  their 
native  fortitude  torfook  them  ;  and  they  gave 
an  example  of  the  mod  humiliating  fubmif- 
fion.  Mod  of  them  profelFed  to  be  afhamed 
of  their  conduct,  and  their  fhame  appeared  to 
be  fincere. 

The  dignity  of  government  being  thus 
vindicated,  its  lenity  was  equally  confpicu- 
ous.  Six  only  of  the  prifoners  were  detained, 
and  a  party  of  light-horfe  was  fent  to  appre- 
hend two  others  of  the  mod  culpable.  They 
were  taken  out  of  their  beds  and  brought  to 
f  Exeter.  This  manoeuvre  had  an  excellent 
effect,  for  fome,  who  knew  themfelves  equal- 
ly guilty,  were  afraid  to  fleep  in  their  own 

sept.  35.  houfes.  The  Superior  Court  being  then  in 
feilion  at  Exeter,  thefe  eight  prifoners  were 
arraigned  on  an  indictment  for  treafon.  One 
dropping  on  his  knees,  pleaded  guilty  ;  oth- 
ers heiitated  when  they  pronounced  the  words 
*  not  guilty.'  They  were  ordered  to  reccg- 
nife  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  Superior 
Court,  when  their  bonds  were  difcharged. 
Some  of  them,  who  belonged  to  the  Prelby- 
terian  Churches,  were  cited  before  the  eccle- 
fiaflical  feffion,  and  there  cenfured,  as  oppo- 
fers  of  juil  government.  Others,  being  mili- 
tia officers,  were  tried  by  a  general  Court 
Martial  ;  of  thefe,  fome  were  cafhiered,  but 
not  incapacitated  for  future  fervice ;  fome 
were  reprimanded,  and  others  were  acquit- 
ted. The  whole  opposition  was  completely 
iiibdued  ;  wavering  minds  became  fettled  ; 
converts  were  made  to  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  fyflem  of  knavery  received  a 
deep  wound,  from  which  it  has  not  fince  re- 
covered. 
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The  plan  which  had  been  iflued  by  the    1787. 
Affembly,  for  emitting  paper-money,  was  in 
courfe  referred  to  the  people,  in  their  town- 
meetings  ;  and  at  the  next  feilion  the  returns 
were  made,  when  a  majority  appeared  againft 
it.    To  finiih  the  whole  matter,  two  queitions  Jan  4' 
were  put  in  the   AfTembly.     The  firft  was, 

*  whether   the  Legiilature    can,   confidently 
c  with  the  conflitution,  and  their  oaths,  pals 

*  an  act  making  paper  bills  of  credit,  a  tender 
'  to  difcharge  private  contracts,  made  prior 
c  to  the  palling   fuch  act  ?'    The  other  was, 
c  whether   paper-money  be  emitted  on  any 

*  plan  which  has  been  propofed  ?'   Both  thefe 
queflions  were  determined  in  the  negative. 

To  obferve  the  progrefs  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  and  the  obstacles' which  are  laid  in  the 
way  of  vice,  is  a  mod  pleaflng  entertainment 
to  the  philanthropift  ;  and  it  is  but juft,  in 
fuch  a  contemplation,  to  acknowledge  that 
fuperintending  influence,  which  brings  good 
out  of  evil.  It  was  feared  by  many,  that  the 
American  revolution  would  not  produce  that  '  , 
fum  of  political  happinefs  which  its  warmeft 
advocates  had  fondly  predicted.  The  efforts 
of  faction  in  feveral  of  the  States  were  very 
alarming.  in  New-Harnpfliire,  the  affault 
being  made  directly  at  the  fupreme  head  of 
the  government,  the  force  of  the  State  im- 
mediately rofe  and  cruihed  it.  In  Malfachu- 
fetts,  the  attacks  were  made  on  the  Judicial 
Courts,  which  of  themfelves  had  no  power 
effectually  to  oppofe  them.  The  difaffectioa 
there  rofe  to  a  higher  degree ;  it  was  more 
extenfively  diffufed,  and  with  more  difficulty 
quelled.  But  at  length  the  eotiflitutional 
powers  of  government  being  exerted  with 
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1787.  vigor,  the  fpirit  of  anarchy  was  fupprefled. 
In  another  neighbouring  State,  the  fame  fpirit 
reigned  triumphant.  A  depreciating  curren- 
cy was  eftablilhed  by  law,  and  pertinacioufly 
adhered  too  by  the  government. 

The  imbecility  of  the  confederation  by 
which  the  States  w;  re  united,  had  long  been 
felt,  and  fome  attempts  had  been  making  to 
itrengthen  it ;  but  the  view  of  our  fituation 
at  this  time  demonstrated  the  total  inefficacy 
of  that  conftitution,  to  bind  together  thirteen 
diftin6l  fovereignties,  over  which  no  coercive 
power  was  eftablifhed,  which  could  prevent 
or  cure  fuch  evils  as  threatened  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  public  and  private  credit.  Happily 
for  the  American  union,  the  remedy  exifted 
within  itfelf.  The  good  fenfe  and  public 
virtue  of  the  great  body  of  our  citizens  read- 
ily adopted  the  idea  of  a  CONVENTION  OF 
THE  STATES.  The  fir  ft  propofal  came  from 
Virginia,  where  American  liberty  was  firft 
publicly  afTerted,  when  it  was  flagrantly  vio- 
lated by  the  (lamp  acl.  The  name  of  Patrick 
Henry  will  ever  be  illuftrious  in  the  Ameri- 
can annals  for  moving  the  refolves  of  1 765 ; 
and  the  name  of  James  Madifon  will  be  equal- 
ly diilinguifhed  for  propoiing  the  convention 
of  1787. 

To  this  convention,  which  was  holden  at 
Philadelphia,  all  the  States,  except  o?ie,  fent 
their  delegates.  After  a  clofe  and  particular 
inveftigation,  they  produced  a  new  federal 
conftitution  ;  containing  adequate  remedies 
for  thofe  political  diforders, which  had  threat- 
ened with  extinction,  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  States. 
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Among  otter  wife  provifions,  to  eftablifh  1787* 
juflice  and  fecure  the  bleflings  of  liberty, 
thofe  which  refpecl  public  and  private  cred- 
it are  not  the  leaft  confpicuous.  To  fupport 
the  former,  the  Congrefs  has  a  power  which, 
by  the  firil  confederation,  was  not  delegated, 
'  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  impofls,  and 
'  exciies,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
4  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 

*  United  States.'     For  the  latter  it  is  declared, 
that  c  no  State  mall  coin  money,  emit  bills  of 
c  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  filver 

*  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  pals  any 

*  bill  of  attainder  or  expoft  facto  law,  or  any 

*  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.' 

When  this  new  Comtitution  was  propofed 
to  the  people,  conventions  were  called  in  each 
State  to  confider  it.  In  thefe  bodies,  eompo- 
fed  of  perfons  who  reprefented  impartially 
every  clafs  and  defcription  of  the  people,  and 
who  were  themfelves  equally  various  in  their 
principles,  habits  and  views ;  the  Conftitution 
underwent  the  mofl  critical  and  fevere  di£- 
cuflion.  Whilft  it  was  in  debate,  the  anxiety 
of  all  parties  was  extended  to  the  utmofl  de- 
gree, and  the  efforts  of  its  friends  and  its  op- 
pofers  were  un remitted. 

After  the  Gonftitution  had  been,  with  the    ^  _ 
help  of  fome  propofed  amendments,  adopted  Ftb      ' 
by  MafTachufetts,  a  convention  was  called  at 
Exeter  in  New-Hampfhire.     At  its  fir  ft  meet- 
ing, a  debate  which  continued  ten  days   en- 
ded in  an  adjournment  for  four  months  ;  at 
the  expiration  of  which  term,  in   a  fhort  fef- 
fion  of  three  days  only  at  Concord,  the  quef-  jone  ar. 
tion  for  adopting  and  ratifying  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  was,  with  the  fame  help  as  in  MaiTacliu- 
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1788,  fetts,  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majori- 
ty of  eleven  ;  the  whole  number  prefent  be- 
ing one  hundred  and   three.     This  was  the 
ninth  State  in  the  Union  which  accepted  the 
Conftitution  ;  and  thus  the  number  was  com- 
pleted which  was  necefTary  to  put  in  motion 
the  political    machine.     In  about    a  month, 
two  more  States  were  added.     Then  a  Con- 
grefs  was  formed,  and  the  illuftrious  WASH- 

1789.  INGTON,  by  the  unanimous  fuffrage  of  the 
people,  was  placed  in  the  firft  feat  of  govern- 
ment.    Three  other  States,  of  which  one  is 
Vermont,  have   fince  been  admitted  into  the 
union  ;  and  there  is  now  in  operation  a  gen- 
eral  fyftem  of  energetic  government,  which 
pervades  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
has  already  produced  a  furprifing  alteration 
for  the  better.     By  the  funding  of  the  Con- 
tinental debt,  and  the  affumption  of  the  debts 
of  the  individual  States,  into  one  general  mafs> 
a  foundation  is  laid  for  the  fupport  of  public 
credit  ;  by  which  means  the   American  rev- 
olution appears  to  be  completed.     Let  it  be 
the  fincere    prayer   and    endeavour  of  every 
thoughtful  citizen,  that  fuch  harmony  may 
prevail  between  the  general  government,  and 
the  jurifdidtion  of  each  State,  as  the   peculiar 
delicacy  of  their  connexion  requires  ;  and 
that  the  bleffings  of  '  peace,  liberty  and  fafe- 
4  ty,'  fo  dearly  obtained,  may  defcend  invio- 
late to  our  pofterity, 
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No.  I. 

A  chronological  detail  of  the  different  forms  of  government 
in  New-Hampfhire,  from  the  beginning  of  its  fettlement 
to  the  prefent  time  ;  with  the  names  of  the  Chief  Magif- 
trates. 

1623  OEVERAL  families  of  fifhermen  and  planters,  un- 
i^}  der  the  direction  of  the  company  of  Laconia  and 

their  agents. 
1638  Three  voluntary  affociations  for  government,   at  Portf- 

mouth,  Dover  and  Exeter.  Hampton  being  confider- 

ed  as  part  of  Maffachufetts. 
7641   All   the  fettlements  by  a   voluntary  aft   fubmitted    to 

MalfachufS'tts,  and  were  comprehended  in  the  county 

of  Norfollc,  which  extended  from  Merrimack  to  Pif- 

cataqua  riveirs. 

1680  A  royal  government  was    eftablifhed    by    commifllon 

from  Charles  II. 
John  Cans,  7 

1 68 1  Richard  Waldron,     { 

1682  Edward  Cranfield,  Lieutenant  Governor.* 

1685  Walter  Baiefoote,  Deputy  Governor. 

1686  A  general  government  was  eftablifeed  over  the  terri- 

tory called  New-EngUod,  by  James   II. 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Prefident. 

1687  Sir  Edmund  Androfle,  Governor. 

1689  After  the  depofttion  of  Androfle,  New-Hampfliire,  hy 
a  voluntary  act,  became  again  united  with  Ma/Ta- 
chufettss  as  under  the  old  charter- 

1692  John  U  flier  pubiiihed  the  commiflion  of  Samuel  Al- 
len, and  officiated  as  Lieutenant  Goveinor. 

1697   William  Partridge  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor. 

*  Since  writing  the  firft  volume,  I  hive  met  with  a  gentleman  of  Ja- 
maica, who  ig  a  great  grandfon  of  Lieut.  Governor  CrantitH.  From  him 
I  learned,  that  Mr.  CranfieSd  was  of  the  family  of  Lord  Montcagle,  who 
was  ir'lrrumental  of  difcovering  the  popiftj  plot  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
That  after  his  departure  from  New-Hampfliire,  and  whilft  he  rtfi  :ed  at 
Barhadoe?,  he  fu^g;efted  the  expediency  of  the  4  and  an  half  per  cenr.  duty 
on  fugar«  to  the  Britilh  government,  which  was  granted  by  the  /.ffiimblies 
of  the  iflands,  and  has  ever  fince  been  continued  That  in  the  reign  of 
King  William  III,  he  procured  a  fhip  of  war,  at  hfs  own  expenfe,  aii^  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  Crown.  That  he  died  about  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  and  was  buffed  in  the  Cathedral  Church,  at  Bath,  ia  England. 

YY 
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1698  Samuel  Allen  took  the  Chair  as    Governor,   and   re- 

.lored  lifter  to  his  feat  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1699  Richard,  Earl  of  Bellomont,  Governor  of  New  York, 

Maff  cbufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  opened  his  crm- 
miffion  in    New-Hampfhire,    under  whom    William 
Parttidge  officiated  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 
1702  Jofeph   Dudley,  Governor  of  Mafiachufetts  and  New- 

H<»mpfhire. 
J">hn  Ufher  reappointed  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1715  George  Vanghan,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1716  Samuel  Shute,  Governor  of  MaiTachufetts  and   New- 

H'jmpfh're, 

1717  John   Wentwonh,    Lieutenant   Governor  ;    and    after 

Shnte's  departure  in   1722,  Commander  in  Chief. 
1729  W;'liam   Bnrnet,  Governor  of  M  flkchufetts  and  New- 

Hampfhire. 
J73°  J^itbaf)  B'-lcher,  Governor  of  MafTachufetts  and  New- 


1731   David  Punhar.   Lieutenant  Governor;  he  returned  to 

F.rgland  in    1737. 
1741   Banning   Wentworth,  Governor.     No    Lieutenant  Go- 

vern'T  for  25   ve'm. 
1762  J°hn  Temple,  Lieutenant  Governor,  merely    titular  ; 

he  ne\vr  officiated. 
1767  John   Wentworth,  Governor. 
*775  The  BiJtith   Government  was  diffolved,  and  the    peo- 

ple formed  a  Provincial  Convention,  of  which  Mat- 

thew Thointon  was  Prefident. 
1776  A  temporary  Conftitution  was  framed  to  continue  du- 

ring the  war  with  Great-Britain.     Under  this  Con- 

ftitution. 
Meftiech  Weare  was  annually  elecled  Prefident. 

1784  A  new  and   permanent  Conftitution    took  place,  under 

which  the  following  Prciidents  of  the  Stats  have  been 
annually  elecled. 
*   Mefhech  Weare, 

1785  John  Langdon, 

]7g6}john  Sullivan, 

*  Prpfi  lent  Weare,  heinj;  worn  out  with  public  fervicei,  rcfigncd  his 
office  before  rhc  ixpiration  of  the  year  ;  and  after  languifbing  under  the 
JDfirtnitJes  of  age.  died  on  the  ijth  of  January  1786,  aerat  73. 

His  anceftor*  had  been  in  public  ftations,  from  the  firft  eflaMifhtnent  of 
the  Province.  He  hitnfclf  had  been  employed  in  public  bufinefs  about 
forty  6ve  year?.  He  was  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  in  1752  Commif- 
fioner  to  the  Congrefs  at  Albany  in  i/"4  ;  afterwsrd  one  ot  the  Juft'ces 
of  the  Superior  Court  ;  and  in  1777,  Chief  Juftice.  He  was  not  a  perfon 
of  an  original  and  iovrntive  genius,  but  had  a  clear  di'cernnoent,  extenfive 
knowledge,  Accurate  jtvig  •  ent,  a  calm  temper,  a  modeft  dcportGfient,  an 
iifricht  and  benevolent  heart  and  a  habit  cf  prudence  and  diligence  in 
difch^rging  the  various  duties  of  public  and  private  life.  He  did  not  en- 
rich himfelf  by  hi«  public  employments,  but  was  oat  of  thofe  good  O3€D, 
'*  Who  dare  to  love  their  country  and 
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1788  John  Lanpfdon, 

1789  John  Sullivan, 

I79°|jonahBartlett. 
1791 SJ 

N.  B.  In  cafe  of  a  vacancy  within  the  year,  the  fenior  CoanfelJor  preflJes. 

No.  II. 

A  catalogue  of  Connfellors  in  New  Hampfhire  under  the  royal 
government.  Wilh  the  years  when  they  were  appointed* 
and  the  times  of  their  death,  as  iar  as  eiiht:i  can  be  afcer- 
tained. 

N.  B.  Where  no  dalh  is  placed  in  the  firft  column,  the  date  of  the  arpoint- 
ment  is  the  fame  as  the  preceding.  Where  a  dafh  is  placcd3  the  time  is 
uncertain. 

jiff  ointment.  Names,  Death. 

i  680  JOHN  CUTTS,  Prefident.  1681 

Richard  Martin,  Tre;i(urer,  1693 

William  Vaughan,  Recorder.  '7^ 

Thomas  Daniel.  1683 

John  Gilman.  1708 

Chriftopher  HufTey.  1685 

Richard  Waldron,  Prefident.  1689 

tlias  Stileman,  Secretary.  1695 

Samuel  Dalton.  1681 

16^0  Job  Clements.  1717 

Robert  Ma fon,  Chancellor.  1688 

1681  Richard  Waldron.  1730 
Anthony  Nutter. 

1682  Walter  Bareroote,  Deputy  Governor. 
Richard  Chamberlayne,  Secretary. 

1683  Nathaniel  Fryer,  Prefident. 
Robert  Elliot. 

John  Hinckes,  Prefident, 
Edward  Randolph. 

1684  James  Sherlock. 
Francis  Champernoon. 
Robert  Wadleigh. 

1685  Henry  Green.  1700 
1692  John  Ufher,  Lieutenant  Governor.  1726 

Thomas  Graflbrt,  )  named  in  Ufher's 

John  Walfcrd,       >  cummi{fi  >n,  but  not 

John  Love,  J  >n  l^e  Council  books. 

Peter  Coffin. 

John  Gerrifli.  I7T4 

Nathaniel  Weare,  Agent.  1718 

1697  William  Partridge,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1698  [ofeph  Smith,       ^  .  ^ 
KingflevHall,      /  aPP^ted  by  Govern- 

Sampfon  Shckfl'   * ''**'•  T"? 
Peter  wear^        ^  fHort  aomm.ftrauon. 

1702  Samuel  Penhallow,  Treaf,  and  Recorder,  1726 

John  Plaifted, 
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Appointment.  Names. 

Henry  Dow.  1707 

George  Jaffrey.  1706 

1710  Mark  Hunking,  Recorder. 

1712  John  Wentworth,  Lieut.  Governor.  1730 

1715  George  Vaughan,  Lieut.  Governor.  '724 

1716  Richard  Gerrifli,  1717 
Theodore  Atkinfon.  *7*9 
Shadrach  Walton,  Prefident. 

George  Jaffrey,  Treafurer.  *749 

Richard  Wibird.  1732 

Thomas  Weftbrooke.  1T&6 

1719  Thomas  Picker.  1723 

1722  .Archibald  McPhedris. 

1723  John  Froit. 

1724  Jotham  Odiorne. 

1728  Henry  Sherburne.  1758 

Richard  Waldron,  Secretary.  1753 

1732  J'fliua  Feirce,  Recorder.  1743 

1734  Benning  Wentworth,  Governor.  *77° 

Theodore  Ankinfon,  Secretary.  *779 

Ephraim  Dennet. 

•  Benjamin  Gamblin.  1737 

1739  R  chard  Wibird.;  1765 

Ellis  Hufke.  3755 

— —  Jofeph  Sherburne.  1744 

1740  John  Rindge.  J74o 
•  John  Downing.  1766 

•  Samuel  Smith.  1760 

• Jofeph  B'anchard.  *758 

•— —  Sampfon  Sheafe.  *772 

1753  Samuel  Solley. 
Daniel  Warner, 

1754  Jofeph  Newmarch. 

1759  Mark  Hunking  Wentworth.  *785 

1759  James  Nevin.  1768 

1761  John  Nelfon.  1787 

1762  William  Temple.  J7^9 
Theodore  Atkinfon,  Secretary,  j  769 
Nathaniel  Barrell. 

1765  Peter  Livius. 

1766  Jonathan  Warner- 
Daniel  Rindge. 

Daniel  Peirce,  Recorder.  1773 

George  jaffrey,  Treufurer. 

Henry  Sherburne,  1767 

Daniel  Rogers. 

1772  Pcier  Gilman.  1787 

Thomas  Weftbrooke  Waldron*  1785 

1774  J°hn  Sherburne. 
John  Phillips. 

1775  George  J&oyd.  1787 
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No.  III. 

Jphabetical  lift  of  Delegates  to  Congrefs,  before  and  during 
the  Confederation. 

N.  B.  Thofc  marked  thus  *  are  dead. 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT, 
* Jonathan  Blanchard, 
^Nathaniel  Folfom, 

Abiel  Fofter, 

George  Froft, 

John  Taylor  Oilman, 

Nicholas  Gilman, 

John  Langdon, 

Woodbury  Langdon, 


Samuel  Livermore, 
*Peirce  Long, 

Nathaniel  Peabody, 

John  Sullivan, 

Matthew  Thornton, 
*John  Wentworth, 
*William  Whipple,    ' 

Phillips  White, 

Paine  Wingate. 


Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  the  United  States,  in  1787,. 
John  Langdon,  Nicholas  Gilman. 


Under  the  prefent  Federal  Conftitution. 


„, 

Senators, 


John  Langdon, 
Paine  Wingaie. 


c    .  ("Samuel  Livermore, 
<£  g  J  Nicholas  Gilman, 
ex.  ~   J  Abiel  Fotter, 
c2  **  Ueremiah  Smith. 


No.  IV. 

A  table  of  the  number  of  rateable  polls  ;  amount  of  rateable 
eftate,and  number  of  Representatives  in  the  feveral  counties, 
in  the  Province  of  New-Hampfliire,  A.  D.  1773. 


Reprefent- 

No.  of 

-  -mount  of 

Counties. 

a  fiver. 

rateable 

rateable 

poll]. 

eflate. 

Rockingham 

21 

7570 

£10,528 

Strafford 

6 

2292 

3,101 

Hillfborough 

4 

2946 

3,888 

Chefliire 

3 

2052 

2,445 

Gra/ton 

642 

686 

34 

15502 

£20,648 

34  Members  reprefenting  46  towns— -8729  rateable  polls. 
Umeprefented    101  towns— 6773  rateable  polls. 


147 


15502  polls. 
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No.  V. 

An  exa£  table,  (hewing  the  ttaie  of  Reprefentation,m  the  Le- 

gifliture  of  the  Pr  vince  of   New  Han.pfhL:.  A.  D.  1773* 

with  the  pioportion  of  fuch  reprefemauon  to  the  taxation  of 
the  feveral  towns. 

No  of 

P>of>o>tian 

JN  ames  of  to  mm  repr  efenttd. 

PORTSMOUTH 

Refre- 
fent. 

3 

'  le  firaporti 
laid  to  every 

in  tacb  to  tin 
£icc6. 
58       2    0 

to  each 
Ktfrejeni. 

19     7  o 

Dover 

2 

25   13  o 

Madbury 

I       2    0 

36   [5  o 

18     7  6 

Hampton 

2 

4     9  c 

Northampton 

9   '4  c 

24    3  o 

12        I    6 

Hampton  Falls 

I 

10  17  o 

10  17  o 

Exeter 

2 

24     4  o 

Brentwood 

4  10  c 

Epping 

23    10  c 

Poplin 

6     5  c 

58     9  o 

34    4  6 

Newcaftle 

2 

5   16  o 

^ 

Rye 

I        2    C 

16  18  o 

890 

Kingfton 

I 

*    9  ° 

Eaft  Kingfton 

750 

Sandown 

7     J2    0 

Hawke 
Newington 

I 

7   15  o 

37     i  o 
9  13  o 

37     i  o 
9  13  o 

Stratham 

I 

18     3  o 

18     3  o 

Londonderry 

I 

35   i5  & 

Windham 

5      QJr. 

40  15  o 

40  15  o 

Greenland 

I 

i->  17  o 

10  17  o 

Durham 

. 

17     12    C 

Lee 

12       60 

29   18  o 

29  18  o 

Newmarket 

1 

17   10  o 

17  10  o 

Southampton 

1 

7  15  o 

7  15  o 

Chefter 

I 

22       8    0 

Candia 

8     6  c 

Raymond 

7130 

38     7  o 

38     7  o 

Jhaftow 

I 

77° 

Hampftead 

7   15  o 

Atkinfon 

9   43  ° 

24  15  o 

24  15  o 

Salem 

I 

14  10  o 

Pelham 

QUO 

24     i  o 

24     i  o 

S  mierfworth 

I 

y 

16     o  o 

16     c  o 

Holiis 

I 

16  18  o 

16  18  o 

Meirimack 

| 

750 

75° 

Nottingham  Weft 

I 

890 

Litchfield 

5    60 

13   15  o 

13   15  o 

Kenfington 

I 



14     o  o 

14    o  o 

Rochester 

I 

18   17  o 

18  15  o 

Barnngton 

I 

14     o  o 

14    o  o 

Amhera 

I 

19     7  o 

Bedford 

7    5  o 

26    12    0 

26    12    O 

Name:  of  towns  refrefentej, 

Winchetter 

Keene 

Charleftown 
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No.  ef  |  '.   frofortio* 

Kef  re     ,7te  frofc.rtion  eacb  ttnvit      to  each 
fent.       fatd  to  every  ^ICOO.  Represent. 

8     40       840 

10     120       10    12    O 

94      !94» 


I 

46  Towns  reprefrnred  Vy  34  memh  and  pay  629  40  of  each  £1000 
101  Towns  not  reprcfeotcd  which  pay  3/0  16  o  of  each  £1000 

147  Towns.  34  memh.  £rdoo    o  o 

This  and  the  foregoing  table  were  calculated  by  Wentwerth 
Cbcfiuill,  Eiq  of  Newmarket. 

No.  VI. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  bh    Excellency  General  WASHINGTON,  /? 
THOMAS  CHITTENDKN,  Efquire. 

[Certified  by  Tobias  Lear,  Efq.  private  Secretary  to  the  Pref- 
ident  of  the  United  Sntec.j 

Philadelphia  t  *ft  January,  1782. 
SIR, 

1  RECEIVED  your  favor  of  the  i4th  of  November, 
by  Mr.  Brownfon.  You  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  why  I 
have  not  heretofore,  and  why  I  cannot  now,  addrefs  you  ir» 
your  public  character,  or  anfwer  you  in  mine  :  Bat  the  con- 
fidence which  you  have  been  ple:ifed  to  repofe  in  me,  gives  me 
an  opportunity  of  offering  you  my  fentiments,  as  an  individu- 
al, wifliing  mod  ardently  to  fee  the  peace  and  union  of  his 
country,  preferved,  and  the  jnft  rights  of  the  people  of  every 
part  of  it  fully  and  firmly  eftabliftied. 

It  is  n  >t  my  bufinefs,  neither  do  I  think  it  neceffary  now,  to 
difcufs  the  origin  of  the  right  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  to  that 
tracl  of  country  formerly  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
New  Hamp&ire  Grants,  and  now  known  by  that  of  Vermont. 
I  will  take  ir  for  granted  that  their  right  was  good,  becaufe 
Congrets,  by  th"ir  refolve  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  imply  it  ;  and 
by  that  of  the  21  ft,  are  willing  fully  to  confirm  it,  provided 
the  new  State  is  confined  to  certain  defciihed  bounds.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  to  me,  that  the  difpute  of  boundary  is  the 
only  one  that  exifts,  and  that  that  being  removed  all  further 
difficulties  would  be  removed  alfo,  and  the  matter  terminat«i 
to  the  fatisfa<5tion  of  all  parties.  Now  I  would  afk  you  can- 
didly, whether  the  claim  of  the  people  of  Vermont,  was  not, 
for  a  long  time,  confined  folely,  or  very  nearly,  to  that  tracl 
of  country  which  is  defcribed  in  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the 
2ift  of  Augull  laft  ;  and  whether,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  ef 
your  own  letter  to  me,  the  lare  extension  of  your  claim  upon 
New.HampKhire  and  New-York,  was  not  more  a  political  ma- 
aosuvre,  than  one  in  which  you  conceived  yourfelves  juftifiabfc' 
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If  ray  fir  ft  queftion  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  it  certainly 
bars  your  new  claim.  And  if  my  fecond  be  well  founded, 
your  end  is  anfwered,  and  you  have  nothing;  to  do  but  with- 
draw your  jurifdi&ion  to  the  confines  of  your  old  limits,  and 
obtain  an  acknowledgment  of  independence  and  fovereignty, 
under  the  refolve  of  the  2ift  of  Auguft,  for  fo  much  territory 
as  does  not  interfere  with  the  ancient  eftablifhed  bounds  of 
New- York,  New  Hampfhire  and  Maffachufetts.  T  perfuade 
myfelf  you  will  fee  and  acquiefce  in  thereafon,  the  juftice,  and 
indeed  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  decifion. 

You  rouft  confider,  Sir,  that  the  point  now  in  difpute  is  of 
llie  utmoft  political  importance  to  the  future  union  and  peace 
of  this  great  country.  The  State  of  Vermont,  if  acknowledg- 
ed, will  be  the  firft  new  one  admitted  into  the  confederacy  ; 
and  if  fuffered  to  encroach  upon  the  ancient  eftablifhed  boun- 
daries of  the  adjacent  ones,  will  ferve  as  a  precedent  for  others, 
which  it  may  hereafter  be  expedient  to  fet  off,  to  make  the 
fame  unjullifiable  demands.  Thus,  in  my  private  opinion, 
while  it  behoves  the  Delegates  of  the  States  now  confederated, 
to  do  ample  juftice  to  a  body  of  people  fufficiently  refpee"lable 
by  their  numbers,  and  entitled  by  other  claims  to  be  admitted 
into  that  confederation,  it  becomes  them  alfo  to  attend  to  the 
interefts  of  their  condiments,  and  fee,  that  under  the  appear- 
ance of  juftice  to  one,  they  do  not  materially  injure  the  rights 
of  others.  I  am  apt  to  think  this  is  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
Congrrefs,  and  that  your  late  extenfion  of  claim  has,  upon  the 
principle  I  have  above  mentioned,  rather  diminished  than  in- 
creafed  your  friends  ;  and  that,  if  fuch  extenfion  fiiould  be 
perfifted  in,  it  will  be  made  u  common  caufe,  and  not  confid- 
ered  as  only  affecting  the  rights  of  thofe  States  immediately 
interefted  in  the  lofs  of  territory  ;  a  lofs  of  too  ferioUs  a  nature 
not  to  claim  the  attention  of  any  people.  There  is  no  calam- 
ity within  the  compafs  of  my  forefight,  which  is  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  a  neceffity  of  coertion  on  the  part  of  Congrefa  ; 
and  confequently  every  endeavour  fhould  be  ufed  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  fo  difagreeable  a  meafure.  It  muft  involve 
the  ruin  of  that  State  againft  which  the  refentment  of  the  oth- 
ers is  pointed. 

I  will  only  add  a  few  words  upon  the  fubject  of  the  negoci- 
ations,  which  have  been  carried  on  between  you  and  the  ene- 
my in  Canada  and  in  New- York.  I  will  take  it  for  granted, 
as  you  aflert  it,  that  they  were  fo  far  innocent,  that  there  nev- 
er was  any  ferious  intention  of  joining  Great-Britain  in  their 
attempts  to  fuhjugate  your  country  ;  but  it  has  had  this  cer- 
tain bad  tendency,  it  has  ferved  to  give  feme  ground  to  that 
delufive  opinion  of  the  enemy,  and  upon  which  they,  in  a  great 
meafure,  found  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  that  they  have  nume- 
rous friends  among  us,  who  only  want  a  proper  opportunity 
to  (hew  themfelves  openly  ;  and  that  internal  difpules  and 
feuds  will  foon  break  us  in  pieces.  At  the  fanse  time  the  feeds 
of  diftruft  and  jealoufy  are  featured  among  ourfelves  by  a 
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condufl  of  this  kind.  If  you  are  ferious  in  your  profeffions, 
thefe  will  be  additional  motives  for  accepting  the  terms  which 
have  been  offered,  (and  which  appear  to  me  equitable)  and 
thereby  convincing  the  common  enemy,  that  all  their  expecta- 
tions of  difunion  are  vain,  and  that  they  have  been  worfted  at 
their  own  weapon—deceprion. 

As  you  unbofom  yourfelf  to  me,  I  thought  I  had  the  great- 
er right  of  fpeaking  my  fentiments  openly  and  candidly  to 
you.  I  have  done  fo,  and  if  they  fhould  produce  the  effed 
which  I  moft  fincerely  wifli,  that  of  an  honorable  and  amica- 
ble adjufttnent  of  a  matter,  which,  if  carried  to  hoftile  lengths, 
may  deftroy  the  future  happinefs  of  my  country,  I  fliall  have 
attained  my  end,  while  the  enemy  will  be  defeated  of  theirSo 
Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  refpecl:, 

Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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